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Priorities Kill Mdse. Exhibits, 


Hence It’s Suicide for State Fairs 





a4 


Chicago, March 10. ~ 

Outdoor show business interests 
are meeting here to form a united 
front for purpose of obtaining a 
hearing in Washington to find some 
formula to replace attractions ruled 
eut because of priorities or hamp- 
ered by Government restrictions on 
flat cars. Lack of cheap labor was 
also among major problems to be 


discussed. 

Three organizations have been 
combined in Outdoor Showmen’s 
Congress which will function as 
clearing house and overall commit- 
tee for the International State Fair 
secretaries, the Outdoor Congress 
and Showmen’s League of America. 

International State Fair secretar- 
ies called their special meeting to 
decide on means of getting attrac- 
tions to fill machine halls, ampithea- 
tres and _ grandstands. Priorities 

(Continued on page 55) 


‘Crack-a-Jap’ Cocktail 
(Aqua) for 10c Stamp 
Does Big B’way Lobby Biz 


Cocktail bar set up in the lobby 
of the Criterion theatre on Broadway 
last week netted the Government 
more than $1,000 in the first five 
days of operation. Bar offers, for 
10c, a special ‘Crack-a-Jap’ cocktail. 
It consists of a glass of water, accom- 
panied by a 10c defense stamp. 

‘Customers’ are generally surprised 
by the contents of the cocktails, but 
take the rib good naturedly, and 
there hasn't been a single squawk. 
Bar was installed by Lou Pollock, 
eastern pub-ad chief for Universal, 
whose ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ is cur- 
rently at the Criterion. 











Defense Stamps for Admish 
San Francisco, March 10. 
First theatre here to announce 
policy of accepting defense stamps 
for admission is the President, bur- 
ley house operated by Eddie Skolak. 


BEN BERNIE HAS PLAN 
TO ‘WAKE UP. AMERICA’ 


Ben Bernie has been talking to 
Washington officials on an aggres- 
sive ‘Wake Up America’ radio cam- 
paign, primed to get America out 
of its war lethargy, and coinciding 
with the growing national convic- 
tion something must be done to take 
an offensive slant on the war; not 
just defensive. 

It's figured that certain radio fa- 
vorites, in homey, heart-to-heart 
fashion, can best reach the masses, 
via the mikes, and pound home the 
need for immediate mobilization of 
all energies for this total war. 








Winter Heat Crimps B. 0. 


New York theatres and cafes were 
caught with their cooling plants 
down over the weekend, due to the 
sudden warmth. 

June temp made it a problem, 
especially since the defense work 
has made N. Y. more and more of a 
weekend town. 


RADIO LAUGHS 
WANTED FOR 
SUMMER 


Ad agencies that are on the look- 
out for summer radio shows seem to 
have centered their interest in ma- 
terial that promises laughs. Their 
quest is principally for variety shows 
or comedy sketches. The agencies are 
of belief that as the war drags on 
listeners will be more and more in- 
clined to favor comedy programs. 

Because there are few established 
laugh shows available for purchase 
these agencies find themselves faced 
with the task of putting together 
their own ingredients, in both talent 
and material. ’ 


ASCAP’S QUARTERLY 
MELON AT $950,000 


If the present trend of collections 
continue ASCAP may distribute as 
much as $950,000 for the initial quar- 
ter of 1942. This figure is but $60,- 
000 less than the divvy which was 
made for the like quarter of 1940. 
It is even believed within the Soci- 
ety’s financial quarters that unless 
war conditions cause a sharp decline 
in radio advertising that ASCAP will 
be able to make a distribution of at 
least $4,000,000 this year. 

With the Society’s overhead re- 
duced by $600,000, as compared to 
what it was at the end of 1940, the 
membership will have come through 
its fight with the radio interest with 
but slight parings of their individual 
performance incomes. 


NEW TYPE OF ‘GLORY’ 

NBC, the Marines and the Russel 
Seeds agency have solved the diplo- 
matic crisis in the radio program 
of ‘Sergt. Quirt and Capt. Flagg.’ 
The script will send the captain off 
to distant battle fronts and forget 
him. 

The new argument partner will 
be a sergeant of aviation, who will 
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twit Quirt for being antique in 
fighting style. 


CAN'T GAG ABOUT 
NAZIS. ANY MORE 


Professor Sees Hollywood 
Wasting Celluloid on Silly 
Slapstick Instead of Pre- 
paring Nation for Realities 
and Casualties — Ameri- 
cans Don’t Fully Realize 
Evil Nature of Axis 








GESTAPO NOT FUNNY 





By ROBERT GESSNER 


(Chairman, Department of Motion 
Pictures, New York University; for- 
mer Warner Bros. staff scripter.) 





The time is here when we can no 
longer delay a reconsideration of 
the motion picture industry’s atti- 
tude toward this war. No one doubts 
the patriotism and good purpose 
of the executive producers, but pa- 
triotism won’t save MacArthur and 
the Burma Road is paved with good 
intentions. The ugly fact is that 
we are in danger of losing the war 
because the American public is not 

(Continuea on page 16) 


20 Scenic Designers 
Become U, §. Aides 
On War Camouflage 


Twenty of the top theatrical scene 
designers have combined to use their 
professional talent for military and 
industrial camouflage for the U. S. 
They are attending classes three and 
four days a week in New York, with 
camouflage instruction from Prof. 
Herbert Kniffen, of the American 
School of Design, and Baron Nicholas 
Cherkasoff, former captain in the 
Russian and British armies, both ex- 
perts in the field. Several U. S. 

(Continued on page 50) 


Capt. Wing (Toby’s Dad) 
A Hero with MacArthur 


It is reported that Capt. Paul 
Wing (father of former film player 
Toby Wing), who was sent to the 
Philippines to organize a film unit 
with General MacArthur’s troops, 
has been promoted to a brigadier 
general for success in a much tough- 
er job than pictures. 

According to secant reports avail- 
able, Capt. Wing had little time for 
films when the going got tough and 
stepped into a job as head of a 
company using mountain pack how- 
itzers. He had _ previously had 
much experience with this weapon 
and his ability at holding the Japs 
at bay in the treacherous mountain 
passes of Bataan led to his elevation 

















by Gen. MacArthur. 
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Sex Up the Beautiful Hunk of Men’ 


‘ 


In Film Ads to Lure Unescorted Fems 





U.S. Taxes’ Brighter Side! 





American Theatre Wing War Serv- 
ice is profiting by many a Broadway- 
ite’s income taxes this year. John 
Pinto, accountant for a flock of legit 
managers, has always offered his ad- 
vice and services on income tax fig- 
uring free to those in show business. 

Now he’s making a small charge 
and contributing it to the Theatre 
Wing. 


NAZI VICTIMS 
TO SPEAK UP 
ON NBC 


Series of interviews with refugees 
who were at one time imprisoned in 
Nazi concentration camps will he 
spotted: on the ‘Behind the Mike’ 
program on the Blue (WJZ) starting 
Sunday (15). Plan is to make it 
plenty outspoken as to the cruelties 
and indignities inflicted on the vic- 











tims by the Gestapo agents. 
Spot will plug the sale of defense | 
bonds and stamps. 


| 
i 
| 





65-Sax Orch 


Boston, March 10. 

An orchestra composed of 65 saxo- 
phones is being sponsored by Al| 
Navarro, who has played with local | 
orchestras and is now a teacher. 

Navarro has been experimenting | 
with 20 saxes, and feels he has made 
sufficient progress to add to 65. The)! 
new band will tee off at concert at 
the New England Mutual Life In-| 
surance Auditorium within a month 





Pittsburgh, March 10. 

‘Sex up the beautiful hunk of men 
in your ads,’ John Walsh, manager of 
Shea’s Fulton here, suggests to ex- 
hibs wailing about drooping grosses. 
Walsh’s idea isn’t a stab in the dark 
either; it’s based on careful research 
and study of conditions brought on 
by the war. Make ’em more glamor- 
ous for the nowadays wunescorted 
femmes. 

He points out that film layouts 
have always appealed directly to the 
men, what with the gals mostly 
always in sweaters, sarongs or one- 
piece bathing suits, Reasons for this 
were obvious... Men usually paid the 
tariff, wherever they wanted to go 
of an evening, and the lady friend 
usually went along. Now, Walsh 
says, he’s noticed at his own theatre 
a phenomenon that never happened 
before. In the evening, half of the 
girls are attending pix unescorted, 


(Continued on page 53) 


Martinelli, Giannini Sing 
Free As Italians Pledge 
U.S.A. $125,000 in Bonds 


Washington, March 10. 


At the Lido Civic Club Victory 
Rally held at the Central High 
School Auditorium Sunday (8) close 
to $125,000 was pledged by Italian- 
Americans for the war. Rally had 
Giovanni Martinelli and Dusolina 
Giannini, tenor and soprano, re- 
spectively, of the Metropolitan 
Opera. 


Both singers donated their serv- 
ices, singing arias from ‘Tosca,’ 
‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ ‘Pagliacci’ 
and ‘Aida’ as well as a group of songs. 
The management of the concert was 
under the direction of Ugo Carusi, 
executive assistant to the attorney 
general. 
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‘Howls For More’ 


Richard Himber, who is cur- 
rently at Loew’s State, New 
York, is doing an effective 
afterpiece with Cliff Nazarro, 
also on the bill, that has the 
audience howling for more... 
Himber’s band retains all the 
effectiveness on the stage that 
established 
radio favorite, 


it as a national 
Len. 














Richard Himber Fired! 


That is, fired the enthusiasm of 
the folks down Memphis way. 
Following wire was sent to An- 
drew Weinberger, Mr. Himber’s 
representative. “Himber band sen- 
sational. Business breaking all 
records. Himber hardest working 
band leader we have ever had in 
Memphis. Rush available dates for 
return Himber engagement. Re- 
gards.” (Signed) Roy Moore, Pro- 
motion Manager, Peabody Hotel. 

Himber and his band of 18 are 
set to return in September for 
an indefinite engagement, follow- 
ing his St. Louis appearance. 
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Navy Benefit, Grossing 1426, Good 
Test of Show Biz's 100% Patriotism 


+ 





! 
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At midnight last night (Tuesday) Four ‘Casualties’ 


the greatest benefit performance ever | 
| 





staged was still in high at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., with the show 
business going all out for the Navy 
Relief Fund. The talent roster in 
aggregate represented millions in | 
money, and the public, realizing that, 
shelled out approximately $107,000 
for tickets scaled at $16.50 top ($1,000 
for the boxes). The program grossed 
another $35,000, so the over-all gross | 


A bad backache which has 
bedded Al Jolson in his Miami 
Beach home: a serious auto acci- 
| dent of Dick Powell’s father in El 
Paso, Texas, and out-of-town 
commitments by Lou Holtz and 
Paul Draper forced these four 
out of the Navy Relief -show 
last night (Tues.) at Madison 
Sq. Garden. Otherwise, no dis- 


take was in the neighborhood of yg Roa acts are among 
$142,000, an all-time record for @| J") eadliners with Clifford C. 
single shot theatrical performance. her's ‘Priorities’ (vaude re- 


There was no accurate estimate of 
the show’s net profit at this writing, 
but it’s expected to approxiinate 
$125,000. The net profit on the pro- 
gram alone, which has 55 pages of 
rdvertisements, is said to be $25,000. 
Ads sold at $500 per page. Besides, 
there were a number of outright 
coin donations. 

If some congressmen are still du- 
bious about the ratriotism of the 
show business ana showfolk, they 
should have been forced to witness 
“he turnout of talent for this per- 
formance. Also, they should be 
given a close gander at names of 
the people responsible for the effort; 
such as Marvin Schenck, of Metro, 
chairman of the entertainment com- 
mittee; Howard Dietz, of the same 
film company, heading the publicity 
setup; and Abe Lastfogel, of the 
William Morris agency, chairman of 
the program committee and princi- 
pally concerned in conceiving the 
elaborate benefit idea. It was Last- 
fogel, at a USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 

(Continued on page 27) 


vue) opening tomorrow at the 
46th St. on Broadway, and 
they’re breaking-in out of town 


Fingerprinting 
Wins Approval of 
Hwood Workers 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Willingness to be fingerprinted and 
mugged was expressed by all the 
motion picture Guilds, crafis and 
unions through the appointment of 
a committee of five to draft a stand- 
ard questionnaire for mass identifi- 
cation in the film industry. 

Committee consists of Frank Ca- 
ruthers, labor representative; George 
Cohen, for Producers Association; 
John Dale, for Screen Actors Guild; 
|George Bodle, for Screen Cartoon- 
| ists and Publicists, and Nick Moran, 
ifor Electricians. Members will work 
| with Fred W. Beetson on a general 
|system of identification to cover not 
only those actually engaged in 
is giving him his way in the writing |studio work but those who need 
and producton of a Mckey Rooney daily access to the lots for the trans- 
starrer, ‘The Human Comedy,’ and |action of allied trades or industries. 
speed with which he is moving has \Idea is to standardize the question- 
other writers and producers worried. |"2ite systems already in vogue at 
After turning in a 285-page script in | V@"ious studios, 
less than a month, the studio ac- | 
ceded to his demands to do his own | 
breaking-down into shooting sede 1007 MCA Package Deal 


with a two-week time limit. 
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SPEEDY SAROYAN 


Metro Giving Him Fullest Rein on 
Rooney Pic 











Hollywood, March 10. 
William Saroyau 1s developing 
into a threat for Orson Welles as 
Hollywood's newest ‘genius.’ Metro 








He is also taking hand in casting | 
which gives him full control of the | 
picture from the first script page| Music Corp. of America has closed 
to the last fade. Metro is giving|@ package deal with RKO for a 
the speed boy free rein figuring | Musical to be wholly financed by 


Hollywood, March 10. 








his shooting schedule will be in pru- | the booking outfit. Only MCA 

dent keeping with his other func- | clients will get key spots. Tim 
tions. | Whelan produces and directs. 

— | Talent includes Guy Lombardo 

|and Les Brown, sweet and swing 


Arthur Hammerstein 
Under Observation 





bands, Dinah Shore, Rochester and 


i the Ink Spots. 


Arthur Hammerstein is under ob- | 


servation 


at the Good Samaritan | 


hospital, Palm Beach, and it is in- | 
dicated he has a kidney ailment. It | 
was at first believed that he had | 
heart trouble but a cardiograph dis- | 
closed that organ to be functioning 


normally. 


° } 
Hammerstein was to have had | 


charge of the annual 


Sam H. Harris. 





Joe Lewis to Pix 





Joe E. Lewis winds up his three- 
month run at Monte Proser’s Copa- 
cabana, N. Y., the end of next week. 
and heads for Hollywood and a Uni- 
versal contract. He has two pictures 
to make, thus setting back a Loew’s 
State (N. Y.) commitment. 

Copa has not yet decided on a 
headliner to succeed Lewis. 





SISTERS SPONSOR SISTERS 
Buffalo, March 10. 
Teamed with the Johnny Long- 
Andrews Sisters stage show 


couple of acro dancers proteged by 
the Andrews. 
‘drews girls picked the South- 


children’s | 
charity show held last week, it being | 
a memorial performance for the late | 


this | 
week are the Southern Sisters—a | 














Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 








‘WE, THE PEOPLE’ TO GULF? 


Meantime Account’s Decision on 
Screen Guild Not Made 








If General Foods agrees to release 
the option it has on ‘We, the Peo- 
ple, the show will probably go on 
the payroll of Gulf Oil. Both ac- 
counts are with the Young & Rubi- 
cam agency. 

Gulf hasn’t indicated what it 
wants to do about a summer pinch- 
hitter for its ‘Screen Guild’ show or 
whether it wants to continue the lat- 
ter series next season, but the re- 
finer has evinced some interest in 
taking over the sponsorship of ‘Peo- 
ple.’ Latter show costs around $7,- 
000, whereas the bill for ‘Screen 
Guild’ totals $14,000. 


Barry Wood with Brother 
Barney Rapp to Warble, 





Barry Wood joins with his broth- 
er, bandleader Barney Rapp, on a 
series of one-night dance promotions 
and single-day theatre stands begin- 
ning next Monday (16). Wood, 
singer on Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade 
past two years, is to be accompanied 
by a new band Rapp is building. 
Combo will work only first three 
days of each week—Monday-Wednes- 
day—because of rehearsals by Wood 
for his radio job. Opening is at 
New Bradford theatre, Bradford, 
Pa. 

Besides vocaling and m.c. chores, 
Wood will play clarinet. He at one 
time played tenor sax-clarinet with 
Abe: Lyman, Vincent Lopez, Paul 
Ash and Buddy Rogers bands. Wood 
opens solo March 19 at Flatbush the- 
atre, Brooklyn, follows with Wind- 





Richman to Frisco 


Harry Richman opens April 15 at 
the Bal Tabarin, San Francisco, for 
'four weeks, booked by MCA. 
| Thence into the Florentine Gar- 
dens, Hollywood, May 15. 
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asisting on co-bookings on} Universal Pictures 


is, out of close friendship. 


a 


Under Personal 






ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


| ‘Abbott and Costello go buckitty—buckitty on a dude ranch, carryin 
on their push-in-the-face capers among the cattle and the eg 


| It “ €b 
in Hollywood and are re-| laughs from the midsection.’ 


Manaaement of: 


bronchos. 
—Walter Winchell. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


sor, Bronx, then resumes with Rapp. | 





adrian Se in aah apt taceg 
+ THE BERLE-ING POINT | 
ee Oe: Milton Berle ; 





Hollywood, March 10. 

Went to Big Bear for some snow sports. Went down the tobogganslide 
at a fast clip, hitting 40 and 50 miles an hour—how I wish I had the to- 
boggan under me. ‘ ‘ 

Broadway Department Fed oe 
| Georgie Price, the actor-worker, has become so successful in his- come- 
back on Broadway. ke is now wearing makeup to his office in Wall Street. 

Jack Zero knows a playboy who once had plenty of money to burn, but 
things went pretty bad with the guy and now he has just enough: money to 
singe. 

Leo Lindy is pretty worried about his favorite herring, ‘Ramona.’ The 
poor thing developed a bad case of insomnia and now swims in her sleep, 

Gypsy Rose Lee is a bad influence on her car. She was driving down 
Broadway when suddenly the gears began to strip. 

Hollywoodiana 

Harry Crane, the writer, knows a quickie producer who couldn't pay 
his houseboy the four months’ salary he owed him, so he compromised— 
he will star him in his next picture. 

Adolphe Menjou, the fashionplate, has just started a new fad. 
now sporting a double-breasted carnation. 

Just learned that Maxie Rosenbloom was the most popular child in 
school when he was in the fourth grade. He was the only one who could 
afford to buy a daily Racing Form. 

John Barrymore has really turned over a new leaf. His doctor told him 
to stay away from Seotch, so he’s doing the next best thing—wearing kilts. 
Music Department 

The publisher of the ‘Zoot Suit’ song, as an added inducement, is hand- 
ing out a pair of trousers with every copy purchased. 

Artie Shaw has a novel idea for a new kind of orchestra. 
of 12 bandleaders leading a one-man band. 

Radio Department 

Bob Hope has played so many Army camp benefits they are now print- 
ing his scripts on draft orders. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

‘Oscar’: Adored-award . . . Chinese Booking Agent: Yen-percenter . . . 
Lawyer: Little Boy Sue . . Communist: Red-ucated. 

Observation Department 

The members of the Academy Award board have gotten together. and 
decided that next year for a change they will hand out an actor to an 
Oscar. 

Once upon a time only an agent worried about a commission. Now, 
with the war on, everyone you meet hopes a little ‘commission’ will come 
his way. 

I thought I’d seen and heard about everything, but the other day some- 
one handed me a synthetic rubber check. (Enterprising fellow, eh, what?) 

Eavesdropped at Charley Foy’s: ‘How can the girl of your dreams be 
such a nightmare?’ 

Eavesdropped at Trouville: ‘She is so lazy he had to carry the torch for 
her.’ 

Eavesdropped at Band-Box: ‘She has a lovely figure, but no one could 
meet it.’ 

My brother, the one who smuggles sugar out of bloodstreams, is making 
money off hypochondriacs. He sells every one he meets a medicine ball. 
Whatever Became of-—————? 

Cansino Bros, & Marion Wilkins Stanley & Byrnes 

Harry Watson, Jr. Nancy Welford 

Afterpiece 

When America gets through with Japan, there'll be gaps where there 

used to be Japs. 


He is 


It will consist 





Danny Kaye's Allergy To 
'| Groucho Marx Rebuttals MCA May Reach Board 
| Editor, ‘Variety’: Of Arbitration in N. Y, 
It en Ainge I spend most of 


. Settlement of the dispute between 
my time defending myself against at- | Danny Kaye, and the Music Corp of 
tacks by trade-paper Pulitzers, jour-| America, regarding a contract set 
neymen hacks and fly-bitten critics,| by the agency for the comedian’s 
|I had no idea when first I embarked | 2PP©arance recently on the Kate 
on a shady literary career that there Smith show, awaits arrival of Jules 


C. Stein, MCA prez, from the Coast 

















| Beverly Hills. 





were so many posts to defend. 1]|- : 
imagined that once having written |?" the next couple of weeks. It the 
a classic (‘Many Happy Returns’;| ™atter cannot be adjusted it will 


Simon & Schuster; $1) it was done have to go to arbitration under the 


with and I could then rest on my 
literary oars and gracefully float 
into the harbor of the 10 best sellers. 
How do you like my metaphors? 

Perhaps I was wrong in abandon- 
ing the theatre and vice versa. I 
used to do eight shows a week, no 
one bothered me once the opening 
night reviews were over and, if the 
show was a success, I had plenty of 
time and money for Lindy’s, the 
Polo Grounds and an occasional can- 
ter in the park-—and I don’t mean 
Eddie. I used to be a big Broadway 
star with a fur-lined coat, three 
Benham suits and a full line of Sulka 
underwear. 

If this sniping doesn’t cease, I 
warn all these puny Hunekers I'll 
abandon literature and go back to 
the theatre. I was born in the the- 
atre and I can die in the theatre and, 
if next season turns out anything 
like this present one, it won’t be any 
trick at all to die in the theatre. 

Groucho Marz. 


N. Y¥. TO MIAMI 


Oscar A. Doob. 

J. Louis Schine. 
Morris Rosenberg. 
Phil Spitalny. 
George D. Lottman. 
Jake Wilk. 


MIAMI TO N.Y. 


Milton Ager. 
Neil F. Agnew. 
Ben Bernie. 
Nicky Blair. 
Bill Brandt. 
Eleanor Holm. 
Sam Rinzler. 














FDWARD SHERMAN 


Billy Rose. 





American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists agreement with the agencies. 
American Arbitration Assn. would 
handle the hearings. 

Case involves the question of 
MCA’s right to book Kaye, who was 
formerly handled by Columbia Art- 
ists, but refused to go along when 
MCA bought. the later agency. Dis- 
agreement had been pending for 
some time, but came to a head when 
MCA booked the comic for the 
Smith date and he refused to go 
through with the appearance. 


MIAMI’S ‘SCREENOUT’ 
TO PROTECT SHIPPING 


Miami Beach, March 10. 

It’s curtains for Greater Miami's 
spectacular night skyline, whose 
twinkling lights and floodlit hotels 
make it a landmark far at sea, un- 
der orders of the Defense Council, 
cooperating with the army and navy 
in seeking new ways to protect ship- 
ping off the Florida coast. 

Officially it is called a ‘scréenout’ 
and has been ordered into effect 
along the southeast Florida coast 
from Miami to Fort Pierce. 

Street lights, illuminated signs, 
beacons atop hotels and light in 
home and hotel rooms facing the 
sea were ordered screened so that 
their glow would not silhouette ships 
in the Gulf stream for night-prowl- 
ing submarines. Bryan Hawks, 
chairman of the Defense council, 
made it clear that fear of enemy at- 
tack by air or sea was not involved. 

First intimation visitors and resi- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Winchell's Cissy Patterson Scrap May 
Cause Him to Depart King Features 





Although Walter Winchell .prob- 
ably will not renew his 13-year as- 
sociation with King Features Syndi- 
cate next November, chances are 
that his New York outlet will con- 


tinue to be the Mirror, the column- 
ist told ‘Variety’ Monday (9). Winch- 
ell, however, confirmed that he 
had generous offers from Marshall 


Field (PM and the Chicago Sun) 
and George Backer (New York 
Pest). 


Combination of personal affection 
for his bosses in the Hearst outfit 
and appreciation of the Mirror's 
contribution to his success will be 
the deciding factor in keeping his 
pillar in its present spot, declared 
Winchell. He emphasized that his 
reason for leaving KFS is entirely 
concerned with Eleanor (Cissy ) 
Paiterson’s Washington Times- ‘Her- 
ald and not the syndicate or Hearst 
management. 

Most tempting offer for an al- 
ternate New York release, said 
Winchell, has been that made by 
Marshall Field and Ralph Ingersoll 
for PM. Freedom offered by the 
paper’s liberal editorial policy, plus 
the inhibitions removed by its ad- 


vertising-less setup, are very at- 
tractive, he admitted. 
(Addition of Winchell, it is fig- 


(Continued on page 55) 


Call Steinbeck’s Moon’ 
A ‘Hit’ Even Before It’s 
Ready As Stage Play 


Rarely if ever has a play on the 
verge of presentation been a pre- 
dicted success in the same way as 








‘The Moon Is Down,’ John Stein- 
beck’s new war novel. That the 
book was published three weeks 


prior to the stage premiere is in it- 
self unusual, but observers say that 
the author wrote his story with the 
plain intent of it being produced as 


a play. 
‘Moon,’ being readied by Oscar 
Serlin, is due at the Beck theatre, 


N. Y., March 31. 


went to town 
th 


Book reviewers 
generally in praising 


ana 
auu 


the story mentioned its adapi- 
ability to the stage, including one 
who was not as elated over it as a 
novel. 

R. L. Duffus, in the N. Y. Times 


went the whole way in his book cov- 
erage, opining that ‘Moon’ is ‘a novel, 
play, a motion picture, a 
radio drama. It is all these things 
and merits being all of them.’ Stein- 
beck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ drew wide 
attention and was made into a stage 


¢ etoar 
a Stage 


drama after being published as a 
book. 
Serlin is also due to present ‘Strip 


for Action,’ new Lindsay and Crouse 





+ 





Ladies Ain’t Like That 


Hollywood, March 10. 

While other’ studios are 
streamlining their glamour gals, 
Republic is developing a set of 
femme heavies as a new twist to 
western and mystery pictures. 
Among the villainesses in recent 
films are Lynn Carver in ‘Man 
From Chsyenne,’ Beryl Wallace 
in ‘Sunset on the Desert’ and 
Evelyn Bren’ in ‘Westward Ho,’ 
all leaders of rustling gangs and 
frontier mobsters. 

Idea is to plant a germ of 
mystery in the minds of the 
western film fans who are 
usually of the male persuasion 
and would never suspect a lady 
of wrongdoing. 











Number of Legit Actors 
In Uniform May Presage 
Acute Casting Problems 





NBC, CBS DREAM 
ECONOMIES 


As Television Pioneers They 
Have Greatest Investment 
and Operating Overhead 
Plus Best Chance to En- 
joy Post-War Expansion 
Boom—But Just Now It’s 
All Going Out 


BLAME FLY 








Television, that illusory boom in- 
dustry of a fanciful future when 
peace shall reign,: is making its 
American developers unhappy. The 
Yanks are distressed because they 
are not allowed to shut down in 
war time. The English in Septem- 
ber, 1939, were distressed because 
they had to. 

This whole matter of continuing 
television under wartime conditions 
seems to be tangled up in politics. 
At least NBC and CBS seem to think 
so. They seem to feel that Chair- 





A talent scarcity for legit shows | 
looms for next season, not because | 
of Hollywood but the war. Produc- 
tion for the balance of the season is 
slowing down and casting problems | 
should not be immediately acute, but | 
it is asserted that one-third of! 
Equity’s male members eligible for 
service are already in the armed 
forces, while others are being drafted 
at the rate of eight to ten weekly. 

Shortage will be mostly juveniles 
it is indicated. Equity officers say 
that the departure of members to the 
services does not necessarily mean a 
solution of unemployment, pointing 
out that the men in the army are 


man James L. Fly of the Federal 
Communications Commission wishes 


ithem to continue partly because ke 


knows it’s very expensive and they 
don’t want to. That’s the way they 


(Continued on page 18) 


Warn Cafes and Pubs 
In Button - Your - Lip 





San Francisco. March 10. 





members within the age span mostly 
in demand by managers. 

For some time producers claimed | 
that Hollywood had absorbed too| 
much stage talent and partly blamed | 
casting difficulties on the drop in the | 
number of shows put on. There- | 
after, however, some showmen went | 
to the Coast to cast key parts and 
there developed a flow of players 
back and forth. Such interchange is | 
likely now to cease, since Hollywood | 
will lose its percentage of younger | 
actors as will radio and other) 
divisions of the profession. 

Equity says it had approximately 


| 
} 


11.000 members out of 2,000 eligible 





comedy. Same manager-author setup | 


‘Life With Father.’ 


applies to 





Can’t Rib Commies Now; 

‘Ninotchka’ Causes Burn 

Washington, March 10 

It's okay to rib Communists only 
when they’re on other side, op- 
erators of Little theatre, local re- 
vival and first-run foreign pix house, 
have decided. ‘Ninotchka.’ recently 
revived hopefully, not only 
boxoffice, but brought down ire on 
heads of theatre management. 
Angry letters have charged this ‘is 
no time to be making fun ef our 
allies.’ 

‘Comrade X’ has been sent to file- 


and-forget department for time be- 
ing. 





PRC’s Anna May Wong 


Anna May Wong has been inked 
to a four-picture pact by Producers 
Releasing Corp. Her firs, .¢ will 
be ‘The Devil's Sister,’ which goes 
before the cameras March 25. Max 
Alexander will produce. 

PRC also recently contracted with 
Ann Corio to make another film. 


died at} 


for service. Up to now around 300 
are in uniform and the number will 
steadily increase. 





SUPPER TO REYNOLDS 
NETS 2 AMBULANCES, 





Enough for two ambulances was 
realized from 


the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., to som 


itin Reynolds, Collier’s war corre- 
|spondent. Fete wa. for the bene- 
fit of <:e British-American Ambu- 


lance fund, 
the Coast bought tickets, 
them over to service men. 
natives found the midnight 


turning 
Even-the 
until 


Sunday morning session beyond their 


| newspaper 





but the gathering was gen- 

sprinkled with celebs from 
screen, radio, industrial, 
and other walks of life 

On the dais were Deems Taylor, as 
toastmaster, and Wendell Willkie, 
among others. Reynolds’ own ad- 
dress was an impassioned stiff-upper- 
lip speech, in the face of the bad war 
news. 

Joe E. Lewis, on the dais also, was 
overcome by Reynolds’ impassioned 
tribute to the heroism of the British 
and he couldn’t perform. 


Keighley Pilots Benny 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Jack Benny’s forthcoming starrer 
at Warners, ‘The Widow Wouldn't 
Weep,’ will be directed by William 
Keighley. 
Piloting will be done under Rob- 


capacity, 
erously 
the stage, 








|which might 
| military 
|placed under bond with possibility 


|} proper 


the $10-a-head testi- | 
| monial supper Saturday (7) night at | 


and many film folk from | 


Niteries and drinkeries are on vir- 
tual military probation here as a 
result of loose talk by both service 
men and civilians under influence of 
grog. High ranking Army and Navy 
officials have warned operators un- 
less they act to curb conditions 
lead to disclosure of 
information they will be 


of more drastic action to follow. 
Members of the Bartenders’ union 
and kindred groups have held meet- 
ings with military officials to learn 
procedure and have been 
instructed in such matter 
ing to serve intoxicated service men, 


refusing to serve suspicious civilians | Children here last week. celebrated | 


° } 
H. Harris, ! 
shows | 


uniform. whom to call to report when 
service men get out of hand or ques- 


|tionable characters. start asking | 
| questions. Suds dispensers are only 


too eager to co-operate, not only 
|from patriotism, but because they 
| realize a‘stroke of the pen can close 
| them, and permanently, unless dan- 
gers of liquored tongues are elim- 


inated. 





| Yen Lee Mortimer Goes 


chance to aid 
Lee Mortimer, New York 


Never skipping a 
| his friends, 


| Mirror’s film critic, gave his column 
lover the other day to listing most 
lof the Oriental femme performers 
lin the U. S. Purpose was to aid 
| Hollywood which, Yen Lee Mortimer 
discovered via ‘Daily Variety,’ has 
run into a casting problem, with 


three Chinese pictures being rushed 
to completion at once. 

Yen Lee’s enthusiasm for slant- 
eyed femmes is shared by his fel- 


low-critic, George Chan Nathan, 
both frequently squiring Asiatic 
dolls around N. Y. town. 





Miss Peine for Niteries 


Virginia Peine, film and legit ac- 
tress, may make her nitery debut at 
the Sensgate hotel, Boston, which 
opens Friday (13). She will essay 
a singing single. Paul Small is book- 
ing her. 

Sensgate’s room is a new addition 





ert Lord’s production supervision. 


to Boston’s cafe scene. 


| TELE’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 





Campaign 1 in Frisco} sone. is 


| Andrews gals, of course, rose to fame 
| on 


4 





Some Trailer! 





Baltimore, March 10. 

Bill Saxton, of Loew’s Century 
here, is taking credit for the 
record breaking advance sellout 
of ‘Without Love,’ Katherine 
Hepburn legit venture current 
at Ford’s and an unheard-of 
complete sellout before initial 
curtain time last night (Mon.). 

Ciaims recently completed two 
week run of ‘Woman of Year’ 
(M-G), which incidentally 
chalked up a big total vu. $27,- 
500 on its run, served as potent 
trailer in advance of star’s cur- 
rent p.a. in legit. 


More Dialectic Song 
Adaptations, in Swing, 
Click in the Jukeboxes 


Another cycle of Americanized 
jive versions of Yiddish tunes has 
hit the country’s jukeboxes. Rated 
tops currently by coin machine men 
is Benny Goodman’s ‘My Little 
Cousin, adaptation of a Yiddish 
musicomedy ditty originally labeled 














‘My Green Cousin.’ It’s said to be 
the most powerful Goodman disc 


since he came through several years 
ago with another similar excerpt 
known as ‘And the Angels Sing.’ 
Andrews Sisters’ ‘What to Do,’ 
derived from a Russian-Jewish folk 
also increasing in favor. 





‘Bei Mir Bist du Schoen.’ Both 
theirs and the Goodman waxing 
were released last week. 

Anotker such adaptation, Cab Cal- 
loway’s ‘Nain Nain,’ is also moving, 
although it hasn’t indicated a sales 
strength comparable with the other 
two as yet. 





SAM HARRIS MEMORIAL 
BENEFIT NETS $7,000 


al. asz-~--h 164 
vil, Mai co iV, 





as refus- | 


attempting to buy drinks for men in | 


All-Out for the Orient | 


Final countup of the 17th annual 
| Kiwanis Benefit for Underprivileged 


|as a memorial to Sam 


| long a local winter resident, 
ia $7,000 net. The gross was $12,- 
1000, expenses coming to $5,000. 

Ben Bernie and columnist Ed Sul- 


livan m.c.d the show, which Jack 
Bertell and Arthur Hammerstein 
have been booking for 17 years. 


In the absence of Hammerstein, hos- 
pitalized with a bad heart, John 
Golden delivered a ringing eulogy 
to Harris. 

Another 
ness, 


cancellation, through ill- 
was Al Jolson, whose backache 





confined him to Miama Beach and 
he couldn’t show. Show booked by 
|Bertell, through his Music Corp. of 

| America Association, included Shei- 
lah Barrett, Dixie Dunbar, Mili | 
Monti, Larry. Adler, Sara Ann Mc- 
Cabe, Al Trahan, Paul Haakon and 
Patricia Bowman, Collette Barry || 
| Revue, among others. 


Echo of German Suit 





Ida Coudenhone-Kalergi, actress, 
filed suit Wednesday (4) in N.Y. 
federal court against William Die- 
terle, director, seeking damages of 
$7,840, representing an award of 
9,600 gold marks, plus interest, since 
1924. Actress was given that amount 
by a Berlin court eight years ago 
in a suit against the director. 

She charges She was engaged to 
play in a production to have been 
staged at the defendant’s theatre in 
Berlin on May 25, 1924, with Die- 
terle guaranteeing to indemnify her 
if the play failed to go on. 





N.Y. Times Critic Raps Congressmen 
Who Malign Patriotic Show Business 


Taking up the cudgels for show 
business, Brooks Atkinson, in the 
N. Y. Times Sunday (8), chastised 
Congressmen who cast ‘casual 
slanders’ and ‘ignominious remarks’ 
at the theatrical profession and pro- 
fessionals. The reviewer pointed out 
the importance of war aid being 
given by the people of the stage, 
screen and other amusements. He 
objected to actors being ‘bracketed 
with the gaudier parasites like per- 
fume peddlers, fan dancers, parlor 
pinks, fancy uplifters, frills and 
furbelows.’ Wrote Atkinson: 

‘The relegation of actors to the 
category of useless and ridiculous 
members of modern society cOmes 
with poor grace at a time when 60 
many people, including government 
agencies, are requesting them to do- 
nate their services to worthy causes. 
Broadway and Hollywood actors are 
asked to help sell bonds, appeal to 
the public for the Red Cross, raise 
money for war relief and give pints 
of blood, and the stars se naturally 
expected to tour the army camps 


forces of the United States. 
‘All this may seem trifling to mem- 


(Continued on page 46) 


SASSOON TAKES OVER 
COWARD FILM BACKING 


London, Feb. 15. 

Noel Coward’s almost one-man 
naval film, in which he will appear 
as well as script and direct, is finally 
going on the floor at Denham after 
many protracted negotiations. 

Originally, blurb went out that 
Columbia Pictures (London) was be- 
hind venture, but it’s understood 
Col. walked out when it found that 
cost of epic would be.about $700,000. 
Arthur Rank and Charles M. Woolf 
then became interested in project, 
readying $400,000, and when deal 
was practically fait accompli, they 
too gave up. 

Now Two Cities Films’ Major J. M. 
Sassoon, chairman of the company, 
is to bankroll. But no distributing 
arrangements have yet been made. 
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Additional $500,000 for Camp Shows; 


Planning Summer Outdoor Tours 


Additional $500,000 has been al- 
lotted by the USO to Camp Shows, 
Inc., to keep its program of Army 
entertainment rolling until June 1. 


+ 





25% of B.0. for Navy Relief 


St. Louis, March 10. 





























Chicago, March 10. 

Showmen’s League of America 
started the ball rolling in the Red 
Cross drive for $50,000 from the out- 
doors division of the Amusement & 
Recreation Division of National De- 
fense with a single contribution of 
$2,000 to the quota. : 

Balance of the 50 grand will be 
collected throughout the coming out- 
doors season by fairs, carnivals, cir- 





AID REPORT ON 
SERVICEMEN 


Chicago, March 10. 








New appropriation raises to slightly More than 50% of the flicker cuses, etc, 3 : 
over $1,500,000 the total amount al-/pouses in this burg have already Outdoors Red Cross drive is The Amusement and Recreation : 
located to CSI. — . pledged 25% of their grosses headed by J. C. —- of AMUSE-| Division of the Chicago Commission 
Coin will permit continued opera-| Tuesday (17) to the Navy Relief ment Corp. of America. on National Defense, representing all : 
tion of the 24 units now out and | fund. 4 ; 
inauguration of a schedule of out- Move, sponsored by the local Vari- branches of show | business ~ the : 
door shows for the summer. Present | ety Club, is expected to have more Windy City, has issued »* 1}-paae 
units will wind up their tours/than 100 houses in the gift plan by report this week outlining its bene- 
around April 18 and then there will] the 17th. e fits to United States servicemen. ; 
be a hiatus of two weeks or perhaps g SES aS Notable in the ARD effort is is ; 
a little longer before the outdoor EE J R part in the Red Cross drive, in which 
re ™ , ° ® bd i i db 
Oe ee oe ws many (Move Criticism | JN&.RAY HUTTON [akon fF 
summer units will be needed to And Her Great New Orchestra given $10,000, the bowling alleys 
maintain the present schedule of one Now headlining Paramount over $10,000, theatres, $30,000, and ; 
show available to every soldier ‘ b Theatre, New York. Acclaimed the Outdoor Showmen’s League and 
every two weeks. Average audi- 0 yanhnia by press roy —_ only be- Oublecs Conarete anbthee M0000. 
ences of about 5,000 are figured for watilit - a Sy eahente young f The ARD has already sold over 


the outdoor entertainment as against 
much smaller audiences in theatres. 
Return of Abe Lastfogel, CSI chief, 
from the Coast this week will start 
the routine rolling on building the 
summer entertainment. 

Lastfogel intends to hold a big 
meeting of agents, bookers, man- 
agers.and others in show business to 
allow them all to toss in their ideas 
fc. the outdoor units. _His objective, 
Lastfogel declared, is to get shows as 
different as possible from the winter 
routine. Circus and carnival Keas 
have been suggested. 

More Hollywood Players 

Greater number of Hollywood 
name players are expected to take 
to the camps as a result of hypo to 
the Hollywood Victory Committee, 


War Newsreels 





Public protest agatnst the anaemic 
and Pollyanna slant on World War 
happenings and American military 
and industrial participations, as 
pictured in the newsreel releases of 
the major companies, supplemented 
by the shorts distributed by the War 
Activities Committee, is finding ex- 
pression through letter columns in 
daily newspapers. 

Typical of audience comment, al- 
though somewhat more forceful in 
criticism of the newsreels than most 


singing and dancing leader, but 
also because of its fine musician- 
ship. A sure boxoffice bet for 
pictures, 
Direction 
CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 


New York 














Picture House Fans 
Cool to Lecturers; 
Wanna Forget the War 


Milwaukee, March 10. 
Execs of the Fox Wisconsin Thea- 








Self-entertainment program for 
soldiers, instituted in the Second 
Corps Area (New York, New Jer- 
sey and Delaware) on a large acale 


a couple months ago, is starting to 
bear fruit. Six companies, from five 
different camps, are about to -start 
on tours of the approximately 30 
posts in the area. 

Sympathy of Major General Irving 
J. Phillipson, commanding officer of 
the Second Corps Area, for theatri- 
cal entertainment as a morale build- 
er has made the territory the out- 
standing example of self-provided 
amusement. Heading the actual 
work of getting the shows on is Ezra 
Stone, radio’s ‘Henry Aldrich,’ now 


$10,000,000 worth of Defense Bonds 
through its 15 committees, represent- 
ing the various phases of the amuse- 
ment industry. Heading these com- 
mittees is an executive advisory 
board with the outstanding theatri- 
cal and recreational names of the 
midwest. 

The biggest item that emanates 
from the ARD is a 16-story building 
formerly belonging to the Elks. It’s 
now devoted 100% to servicemen. 
Between 40-50,000 servicemen pass 
through this building weekly. There 
are absolutely no charges for any- 
thing, and these include sleeping 
quarters, laundry, tailor, games, 
theatre and sports events tickets, 
transportation, etc. 

A Hammond organ was sought and 


a > he stars for CSI | Protestants, is a letter by Lyman jtres, Inc., whe thought they had ; 
- sonage — oe oid rin th or. | Beecher Stowe on the editorial page |something recently when they|@ private in the Army's morale pe ae St ae and his 
of the New York Fimes yesterday |pooked in a string of lecturers for | branch. orchestra, with the musicians union 


ganization of a writers’ group to 





Two evenings of entertainment 


of Chicago furnishing outstanding 


: : : rove | (10). Stowe’s complaint was directed ; > , d 
rovide material for the players. , their better nabes, have change , ; , , 
he have feared to go on A be- as es w cu gue nem of newsreel their minds about their acumen and ie — pgp ha sg yo - ere axing aecatit Asiglg 
, ‘ e uipped with | Shots indicating wholly satisfactory | will be relieved when present con- | tO”. ne is a combination music . ee 
ee, ee. SS BES: ONES coordination of industry in the pro- revue, ‘We're Ready,’ and a band Mayor Edward J. Kelly acts as 


anything to do. 


tracts are played out or paid off and 





chairman of the entire project, while 





Only guest on tour now is Harpo | duction task. He wrote: forgotten. Leggo cnagger oll Bg Mhcsngaes. > 4 his wife, an active and decorated 
Marx, who opened in San Diego A few days ago I dropped in When theatre heads a few months |@ Crew batoned by Zinn Arthur. ennitiae in the last war, is in charge 
Monday (9) and continues until} at a newsreel theatre on Broad- |ago saw how the public crowded|The other is “Three Men On bop oma —p lng ashe ar A a 
March 26, He was actually slated to| way to kill an hour or so of time lecture halls and forums to ca-| Horse,’ featuring Stone. oe | ‘The guenstive board of the ARD 
start next Monday and spend this between appointments. pacity at a buck or more per head Fort Hancock, wnene pereennss, | composed of Soin Balaban. of 
week rehearsing, but Lastfogel One of the pictures was called |to hear discussions on topics of the guarding New York song te: eo Ralshen & Katz: Jemes Coston. of 
talked him out of it in favor of do- ‘The Arsenal of Democracy,’ and day, they figured they might just vieweny ws — = - wag hn Warners; Hal Halperin of ‘Variety,’ 
ing his rehearsing before an audi- represented American factories as well get some of the gravy and a a ae tg Page ae and Edwin Silverman, of Essaness. 
ence and thus giving the soldiers an running at full blast in war pro- [Signed up Jan Valtin, T. R. Ybarra, Fever’ Fort ‘Qnterte oe ‘tien elias 


extra week. Mischa Auer is skedded 
to go out March 30 and continue 
until April 8. 


duction and using American ma- 
terials. I kept waiting for the 
moral which, I supposed, would 


duction are not to be had, either 


Elissa Landi, Cy Caldwell and Dr. 
Otto Strasser. 
Now they 


have already played 


act plays, ‘Goodnight Caroline’ and 
‘Submerged.’ And Fort Dix, N. J., 
is offering ‘Fort Dix Varieties,’ re- 


South Pacific War 


Part of the rejuvenation being age some of the best names on the list 
e some for otifice ; agile ° - : ald’ : 
given the Hollywood Victory Com- the public > ge pry. tae to disappointing returns. In some|Vue featuring Herbie Field's orch Causes Par to Defer 
mittee entails its chairman, Charles! joterials essential for A m cases less than 100 patrons were| With Jack Leonard. — , F ’ 
K. Feldman, coming east for six ep shanggeattagpes: tr r war pro; attracted to the -intellectual feasts. Another show which had its Botany Bay Prod 





preem at Hancock last week i ex- 





weeks to sit in with Lastfogel on og : and from now on the showmen will : . 
CSI operation. Fe'dman is also within our continental boundar- [stick to show business and its ap- | pected to be added to the list. It’s 
chairman of USO-CSI on the Coast (Continued on page 27) proved sidelines. a screwball adaptation, with audi- Turn of the war has led Para- 
and it is figured that by coming east ss a an ate It seems that either the theatre | ence participation, of the ‘Truth or | mount, temporarily at least, to shelve 


and getting closely acquainted with 
the organization it will promote 
amity and greater cooperation be- 
tween the two coasts. 


Army Film Company 
Into Astoria April 1 





doesn’t provide quite the proper at- 
mosphere for the lecturers, or else 
the public prefers to go to the thea- 
tre to forget the topics of the day. 





Consequences’ radio show. Label is 
‘Six Jerks in a Jeep.’ 

One show a night will be given, 
with troupes staying in larger camps 
They’ll travel 





production of ‘Botany Bay,’ novel by 


| Charles Nordhoff and James Norman 


Hall, in which the studio has $50,- 
000 tied up. ‘Botany Bay’ concerns 


a ee ee | __ Army's Training Films Production Fe - es dey Gack of ceuen carting Australia | and _the South Seas re- 
a Pcie | ert nae nee Caen ns wet Comkab-- | sir wie wit tom Lat wee, on tons nels 0 At ae 
ag ’ . | Eastern Serv ice Studios in Astoria. Ed Weis] Hollywood, March 10. bi coo oes 7 Sgt ha irate. per | hoff-Hall “Mutiny on the Bounty.’ 

Sets H wood Straight | L. I, between April 1 and 15 <) Weis, counsel and member of | 0¢ ne are sec-| Par hasn't definitely cold-storaged 


On War-Aid Programs 


, Hollywood, March 10. 
The Holl, 


War Department recently acquired 
the property from Paramount and is | 
now preparing barracks, mess hall, | 
etc., for the men. 


Paramount’s board, is here for 
studio confabs with Y. Frank Free- 
man and Henry Ginsberg. 

He will remain here the rest of 
the week. 


tion of the morals. branch. That | 
means they have a staff of at least | 


three soldiers permanently assigned, 
on a full-time basis, to- providing 
nightly entertainment. One of the 
trio is ‘producer,’ in general charge: 





the yarn yet, but has merely set it 
aside for a few weeks until a bet- 
ter view of the South Seas situation 
can be obtained. If it appears that 
the film, by the time it is released, 
won’t come out as a memorial to a 


wood Victory Commit- | 1 *** 4444 44444444444444444444444 44 444464444444464 second is a technical man, to build | ; ; 
tee was told by W. H. Lewis, former ' and operate sets, lights, etc. and | oe See GS POR... eee (ee 
CBS v.p., now Federal Radio coor- ’ third is musical director. ahead. | 
dinator, that petty jealousies and ic e am S 0 a | Bay’. was bought by Par apt 
bickerings will defeat the purpose ee ee ee se Ne Se 


of the all-out drive to bolster civil- 





ian morale, and pleaded for the uni- 


+ 
POET POHG4444444444444444444444444 444444444 444444, 


Warner Bros. homeoffice lost three 





Metro’s ‘Don’t Talk’ Short 


paper. Since then it has appeared 
as a SEPost serial and a novel 





fication of home war effort. Local men and March of Time one thi | manager for New England, attended re a 
bureau to exchange ideas with week by being called nd eclentnnes fsticlllag eed. Re gna ea tg gp re yotarmin ogi “gy J é 

. : ‘ o> é an Per- | w > , ; . : j 
Washington will be set up here. ing for military service Hollis | women, show people and contempo- |of loose conversation during mod- aps a 10 ropaganda 
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Army Nixes Ty Power 


Tyrone Power was turned down 
by the Army Monday (9) in an en- 
deavor to enlist as a flying cadet. 

Twenty-seven-year-old film player 
Was nixed because he was married 
and did not have a college educa- 
tion. He made the application in 
New York, where he appeared at the 
Navy Relief show last night. 

YS; 





Don Higgins, head of March of 
Time publicity, was called up for 
active U. S. Army service, March 5. 
His duties will be absorbed by Al 
Sindlinger, head of M. of T. ad- 
publicity department. 


Jack Granara in Air Corps 
Boston, March 10. 

Jack Granara, publicity chief for 
RKO Theatres here, enlisted in the 
Air Corps of the U. S. Army and was 
inducted at Fort Devens Mass.) 
March 6. Granara, presumably 
headed for the public relations de- 
partment of the Air Corps, after his 
military training period, was given 
a farewell party Wednesday (4) by 


Memphis, March 10. 
W. B. (Bart) Mallory, Metro booker 
here and former assistant manager 
at Loew's State, has accepted a com- 
mission in the Navy. Mallory left 
last week for Rhode Island to be 
sworn in as lieutenant, junior grade. 





War Activities’ Field P.A.’s 

A total of 46 men and women in 
the theatre field, stationed in 41 dif- 
ferent cities, has been appointed as 
field publicity representatives of the 
War Activities Committee. Monroe 
Greenthal is chairman of this branch 
of the WAC. 





Harry McDonald, RKO divisional 


Field appointees include not only 
(Continued on page 22) 
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vastly by the loose talk. 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Richard Connell, 
Lester Cowan. 
William Dozier. 
Janet Gaynor. 
William Herbert. 
Jack Jevne. 
Betty Kean. 

Ben Kalmenson. 
Walter MacEwen. 
Irving Mills. 
Mike Romanoff. 
Edward Sherman. 
Robert Siodmak. 
Ken Whalen, 





no longer being offered as bait for 
listening to the rest of Jap propa- 


ganda spiels, UP said. 


Wire service’s San Francisco lis- 


tening post about six weeks ago 
found that Tokyo was regularly send- 


(Continued on page 25) 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Edgar Bergen. 
Greer Garson. 

Lois Andrews Jesse}. 
Jack Hurdle. 

Hary Llenetska. 
Tyrone Power. 

Ann Rutherford. 
Grad Sears. 

Robert Wambalat. 
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PAR MAY INVADE N.Y. AREA 





RKO Theatre Administration, Still 
Committed to Duals, Can t See Why 
Its Film Co. Should Cut to 30 Pix 


Tentative proposal to reduce RKO 
output from 42 to 30 pictures an- 
nually, exclusive of such outside 
deals as with Samuel Goldwyn and 
Walt Disney, would likely meet 
pointed opposition from some RKO 
theatre and_ distribution execs. 
Though special provision has been 
made for cancellations in event of 
lower RKO production next year, 
under sales plan outlined last week 
by the United Motion Picture Indus- 
try sub-committee, lower shooting 
schedule has not been fixed. 

Need for all available product with- 
in industry generally is stressed in 
stand of the RKO theatre administra- 
tion which is strongly sold on con- 
tinuation of double billing until such 
time as some maior industry de- 
velopment makes it impossible. Solo 
billing, with exception of outstand- 
ing product for limited bookings in 
specific situations, has invariably 
failed to maintain normal grosses, 

Reported currently that RKO will 
likely make more than 30 pictures 
next season. Proposal to reduce 
shooting schedule arose when prob- 
lem of Government priorities, which 
might necessitate cut in production 
at all studios, was taken up in course 
of studio deliberations. 

In huddles on RKO production for 
next year schedule of from 30 to 40 
pictures, in addition to any special 
distribution deals as with Goldwyn, 
has been discussed. Lower figure has 
been favored as means of establish- 
ing more compact studio operation 
with closer supervision over smaller 
shooting schedule made possible. 

Understood that 30-picture pro- 
gram, if adopted, would not neces- 
sarily cost as much as 42 pictures 
this year but that every production 
would be given top budget where 
warranted. 

For 1941-42 season RKO had 48 
pictures promised for distribution 
including three from Goldwyn, three 
from Disney, 28 studio productions, 
6 studio westerns, two from Herbert 
Wilcox, two from Wilhelm Dieterle, 
three from Jerrold Brandt and one 
‘rom Votion., 
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Standing Pat at RKO 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Pat O'Brien signed a new contract 
at RKO to make two pictures in ad- 
dition to the one previously agreed 
upon. 

Following the first picture, ‘Bom- 
bardier,’ O’Brien will appear in 
‘Battle Stations’ and ‘Father Mal- 
achy’s Miracle.’ 


RKO DIRECTORS 
STRONG FOR 
KOERNER 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Mystery surrounds the presence 
here of Thomas Durell, Raymond 
Bill and L. Lawrence Green, RKO 
directors. Undisclosed whether they 
are here on a fact-finding junket or 
just to look over the studio property. 


One insider said they are checking 
up on the setup that greeted Charles 
Koerner when he relieved Joseph 
I. Breen of the studio operation, and 
what he intends to do. 

Understood that the directors, as 
well as George J. Schaefer, like the 
idea of Koerner staying on as per- 
manent studio head, and surround- 
ing himself with theatre executives 
who have showmanly ideas adapt- 
able to pictures. 














WARNERS-MacEWEN PART 
Hollywood, March 10. 

Walter MacEwen is washing up 
his contract as a Warners producer 
which has 18 months to go. He was 
recently upped from story editor. 
Splitup came after differences over 
assignments. 

Warners gave him permission to 
negotl iate another \ studio deal. 





Alperson Has Koerner’s RKO Theatre 
Spot, La Latter May Stay West Indef 


Eddie Alperson, RKO theatre film 
buying head, has moved into offices 
in New York formerly occupied by 
Charles W. Koerner, theatre operat- 
ing chief now in charge of RKO stu- 
dios on the Coast. Harold Mirisch, 
brought into the home office several 
weeks ago from Milwaukee, 
dling out-of-town bookings, while 
Max Fellerman continues as 
booking department head for RKO 














is han-| 
| 7,000,000 next year 


film | 
industr y 


toward 


theatres in this territory. Mirisch | 
was formerly with Warners. 
Indications are that Koerner may 
remain in charge of studio opera- 
tions longer than originally sched- 


uled. Status of Joe Breen, currently 
on vacation, is obscured by persistent 
reports that Coast producers would 
like to see him back as Production 
Code Authority in the Hays office. 

Possibility also that RKO might 
agree to a shift placing Breen back 
in the Hays office as an economy 
move. Understood Breen holds a 
five-year pact at $100,000 a year with 
RKO. 


Several Coast studio heads reacted 
unfavorably when Breen quit as 
PCA last summer in a surprise move 
Breen was a strong fave with indus- 
try heads as well as with the Legion 
of Decency as PCA chief, and sev- 
eral studio heads have expressed 
desire for his return. 





| Films Argue ‘No Autos’ 





Bound to Hypo Nabes| 


Drastic rubber conservation plans | 
recently announced in Washington, 
which will leave 1,000,000 automobile | 
owners this year and an estimated | 
with no place to | 


go, was pointed to last week by film | 





execs as one of strongest} 
arguments for leniency 
; film production and exhibi- 
tion from Government priorities of- 
ficials. Conviction is also held that 
travel reduction combined with de- 
fense wage spending will hypo box- 
office grosses to new highs far ex- 
ceeding peacetime figures. 

Poor man’s ‘nteriainment will ob- 
viously become major form of re- 
laxation available for the masses, as 
both local and resort travel is cut. 
Anticipated that picture houses here 
will benefit to same extent as in 
England where grosses are now 
higher than in peacetime. 


Exhibitors contend that drying up 
of A product which is usually notice- 
able at this time of year should be 
avoided this season and that big 
potential grossers should be released 
during next three months to cash in 
on automobile travel curtailment and 


natural 





the defense meney in circulation. 


GIRCUIT OF OWN 
REPORTED ON TAP 


Surveying Theatre Properties 
and Sites, with Possible 
View to Building Up Sub- 
sequent Run Chain, Main- 
ly in Opposition to Skouras 
and Century—Par Product 
Shut Out of These Indie 
Chains 


—_—__—_—. 


NO DECREE FEARS 





Reported Paramount may invade 
the Greater New York area and sur- 
rounding territory such as Long 
Island, Westchester and lower N. Y. 
state by building up a circuit of its 
own through acquisition of available 
independent houses now in operation 
as well as possibly erecting some it- 
self in localities which will stand an 
additional theatre. 

Such plans are said to be in the 
embryonic state, but if carried for- 
ward would be designed to provide 
Par with a chain of subsequent-run 
theatres in a large area where its 
pictures are at the mercy of several 
strongly-entrenched indie chains like 
Skouras and Century with whom Par 
has had a product break. 

Unwillingness of Par to sacrifice its 
product to the Skouras and Century 
circuits, totaling 85 theatres, on the 
terms these circuits are willing to 
pay, has forced the company to sell 
away to independents who are either 
in opposition to Skouras-Century or 
have followed them on pictures. 

Because of this condition, under 
the consent decree it is believed Par 

(Continued on page 20) 


Reissues May Round 
Out Duals in Event 
Of Prod. Curtailment 


Reissues will be used to fill open 
playing time in dual situations in 
event of any far-reaching film pro- 
duction curtailment, but only as a 
last resort, in view of widespread 
opposition from majority of distribu- 
tion execs. Shortage of product is 
not expected to reach acute stage 
where reissues will be required gen- 








erally this year to maintain double 
bill policies. 
Distribs figure deals on reissues 


more trouble than low rentals war- 
rant. Under current normal circum- 


| stances, where full program is avail- 


able, reissues also tangle up new 
product deals, in many Cases leaving 
latest crop of B pictures unplayed. 

Reported that survey has been 
made of oldies suitable for reissue by 
some distribs, with possibly 100 films 
revealed as suitable repeats. 20th- 
Fox is among distributing companies 
that may offer a few reissues when 
required. 


BREN ASKS AND GETS 
RELEASE FROM METRO 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Metro has released Milton Bren | 
from a producer contract at his own 
request. 
Now on semi-active duty with the 
Coast Guard, he expects to make | 
‘The Woman Waits for Me’ as a 


Charles K. Felman ‘package’ before 
reporting for full-time duty with his 
outfit. 


Par Suspends Ellen Drew 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Paramount has suspended llen 
Drew for refusing to play the femme 
lead in ‘Priorities of 1942.’ 
She didn’t like the idea of play- 
ing a feminine welder in the yarn 
about the U. S. defense industry. 











Miss Drew is vacationing in New 
York meantime. 








Each Branch of the Film Industry 
Plans to Fight for Its Own Priorities 
Before WPB on Individual Basis 





Sandrich Sealed at Par 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Paramount handed Mark Sandrich 
a new producer-director contract 
calling for four pictures in two 
years, with options for more. 

Pact goes into effect after Sand- 
rich takes a 10-week leave of ab- 
sence, beginning March 15. 


EXTENDED RUNS 
A GROWING 
POLICY 


Minneapolis, March 10. 

Shaping plans in anticipation of 
film production curtailment expected 
to result from war priority restric- 
tions and changed conditions, many 
exhibitors in this territory already 
started cutting down on number of 
weekly changes and giving ex- 
tended running time to more pic- 
tures than ever before. 

Two of the principal St. Paul in- 
dependent houses, the Grandview 
and Highland, now for example, usu- 
ally make only two changes a week 
instead of the former three and four. 
George Granstrom, their owner, is 
only using a portion of the product 
that he buys, playing just the cream 
of the various companies’ releases. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. 
Co, (Paramount circuit) president, 
is committed to the policy of the 
longest possible extended runs for 
meritorious product. He now is 
broadening this policy. Other cir- 
cuits and individual independent 
exhibitors are falling in line, 
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Individual sub-committees, repre- 
senting various branches of the film 
industry, are to be formed to battle 
for priority classifications as individ- 
ual groups, from accounts. Each 
branch of show business, such as 
theatres, studios, etc., will submit a 
separate report to the War Produc- 
tion Board on requirements for the 
coming year. War Activities Com- 
mittee, acting for the industry as a 
whole, has already submitted a gen- 
eral report which is now being 
studied in Washington. 

Should move for the creation of 
several sub-committees develop, as a 
result of discussions which have 
takeh place, final decision on grant- 
ing of materials vital to continued 


J operation of the business, as pre- 


sented in the WAC report, may be 
postponed for several weeks. 

Reports are that a special motion 
pieture division, within the War 
Production Board, is to be set up to 
deal exclusively with film industry 
priorities. A. Julian Brylawski, 
handling film priority matters in 
WPB office, is currently part of a 
department which acts on miscel- 
laneous industries as well. 

Vast scope of picture industry, 
ranking fourth in America, and need 
for giving its many priority prob- 
lems consideration by special de- 
partment within WPB, has from ac- 
counts, been repeatedly stressed in 
Washington by Joe Bernhard, head 
of the theatre sub-committee of the 
War Activities Committee. 


‘Washington’ Moves Up 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Warners moved up ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ ahead of ‘Widow 
Wouldn’t Weep’ for Jack Benny. 
Reason for shift in schedule is that 
the ‘Washington’ script is farther 
advanced than ‘Widow.’ 

Scheduled to roll March 23 with 
Jerry Wald producing and William 
Keighley directing. 











Cagneys Jom UA This Week: Renew 
Talks on Goldwyn’s Return as Well 





Deal for William and eines Cam 
ney unit to come into United Artists 
is all set and will be announced on 


| the Coast later this week, following 





| York during the past week. 


arrival there of UA prez Ed Raftery, 
who left New York yesterday 
(Tues.). Negotiations for Samuel 
Goldwyn to resume distribution 
through UA is also hot, it has been 
learned, and may be consummated 
within a few weeks. Leo Spitz has 
been repping Goldwyn in talks with 
Raftery and Grad Sears in New 
Sears 


| leaves for the Coast today. 


Cagney deal is for two pictures a 
year for three years... Financing is 
being provided by Bankers Trust 
Co., New York, 
National Bank, Los Angeles. UA, it 
is understood, will have but a minor 
part in the financing, 


| guaranteeing completion coin. 





Raftery, during his stay in New 
York the past few weeks, helped 
arrange financing for David O. 
Selznick. Money is being put up by 
the same two banks as for Cagneys, 
plus Consolidated Film Industries. 
Negotiations for the money have 
now been virtually completed and 
papers may be signed later this 
week. Involved are six pictures in 
the next three years, with the banks 
guaranteeing a revolving fund up to 
a fixed percentage of production 
costs. Top figure of $7,000,000 is 
mentioned in the papers, but the 
sum “outstanding at any diie time is 
never expected to reach anywhere 
near that much. Selznick must have 
specific okay of the banks and CFI 





: | ident, 
and Security-First | 


perhaps only | 








to have more than two films in pro- 
duction at any one time. 
Raftery also set financing of Hal 


| Roach’s eight streamliners for next 


season with the two banks and CFI 
and they are expected to participate 
in the Goldwyn financing if that deal 
goes through. 





Cagneys Check Off WB Lot 
Hollywood, March 10. 
James Cagney and his brother, 


William, checked off the Warners lot 
| at the expiration of their respective 
i|contracts as 


actor and producer. 
New pact as a producing unit for 
United Artists distribution awaits 
the arrival of Ed Raftery, UA pres- 
this week for final confer- 
ences, 

Pending deal is understood to 
call for two pictures a year for three 
years, with the Cagneys drawing 


| their financing with one of the two 


banks interested in the proposition. 
Bankrollers have been shown finan- 
cial charts demonstrating that Cag- 
ney starrers in the last eight years 
have grossed at least $1,000,000 each, 

James Cagney has worked 12 
years on the Burbank lot, with the 
exception of a period of contract 
trouble, when he made two pictures 
at Grand National while his diffi- 
culties with Warners were being ad- 
justed by the courts. His last film 
under the old contract was ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,’ still to be released. 
William Cagney has been a producer 


‘fortwo ‘years and a half. He was 


formerly his brother’s business man- 
ager and also a film actor for a short 
time. 
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MINOR PRODUCERS TO BATTLE 





ON PRIORITIES FOR RAW FILM STOCK 


If Dualing Is Curtailed, It Means the End of the 
Indie Producer—They Argue Non-Theatrical Film 
Should Be Cut, Not the Lesser Producers 


Battle looms between minor and 
major producer-distributors over 
allocation of raw film stock, and 
other materials required in produc- 
tion, as uncertainty over priority 
rulings created disquieting discus- 
sions within industry last week. 

Reps of smaller producing-dis- 
tributing companies are voicing con- 
cern over possibility that double 
billing might be reduced or elimi- 
nated in the event that a cut in pro- 
duction is necessitated. 

Contention among five or six lesser 
companies, outside the major ranks, 
is that bulk of their revenue comes 
from bookings on dual bills. Should 
raw stock be made available only 
within specific limitations, plans are 
to explore every other means of con- 
serving film without resorting to cut 
in production schedules. 


Should it develop that insufficient 
Taw stock can be made available to 
meet annual 100,000,000-foot positive 
film requirement, producers plan to 
approach raw film stock manufac- 
turers with request to cut down on 
film for amateur and 16 mm. photog- 
raphy. Vast amount of footage is 
sold annually for non-theatrical pur- 
poses. 

Duals’ Elimination Feared 


Exhibs also fear dual elimination 
which, theoretically fine-sounding, 
has worked out badly in most cases 
where it has been tried out. Point 
made to smaller distributors, already 
concerned over possibility of produc- 
tion cut, is that many second and 
third run situations would play sec- 
ondary product first run rather than 
use top money pictures which had 
been thoroughly milked. Distribs 
reportedly see comparatively little 
additional revenue accruing from 
switches of this kind. 

Since consumption of positive film 
at the studios is approximately 
1/19th of negative film required in 
distribution, indications are that 
methods of raw stock conservation 
would have to be sought in change 
of current distribution method. Even 
a 25% cut in raw stock would neces- 
sitate some form of delayed or 
stagger booking system instead of 
current national release arrange- 
ment. Hinterland situations would 
have to wait longer for pictures, but 
every effort is being made to keep 
the duals grinding. 


_ 


Goldwyn, Disney’s Joint 
So. American Emissary 


Samuel Goldwyn and Walt Disney 
have combined forces to the extent 
of hiring a special South American 
representative to jointly represent 
them. He is Bernard J. Gates, for- 
mer manager for Columbia in Spain 
and for Metro in Latin American 
countries. He’ll leave in a few days 
to make headquarters in Buenos 
Aires. 

Goldwyn and Disney have been 
reported joining up further by offer- 
ing themselves as a combination to 
distributors seeking .to make deals 
with them. They figure in this way 
to get better terms. Disney is cur- 
rently contracted to RKO. while 
Goldwyn is a freelance, having re- 
cently completed a two-picture RKO 
commitment. 

Pair more than a year ago an- 
nounced plans for a joint picture, 
Disney to do cartoon portions and 
Goldwyn live action. It was to be 
a life of Hans Christian Anderson. 
Disney said recertly that the project 
had been dropped. 


Par’s Dicker for March 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Deal is cooking between Para- 
mount and Fredric March to take 
over the top male roije in ‘I Married 
a Witch,’ recently passed up by Joel 
McCrea after an argument about 
publicity. 

Picture is slated to roll as soon as 
Veronica Lake, femme co-star, has 
finished her present role in “The 
Glass Key.’ 
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H’wood Springboard 





Hollywood, March 10. 

For the second time in six 
months the Screen Readers 
Guild had to elect a new presi- 
dent because its prexies have 
been promoted to other studio 
jobs. 

Alice Hunter is the latest prez, 
following the resignation of John 
Weber, who was made assistant 
story editor at Paramount. Pro- 
motions have eost the Guild 15 
mermbers in the last year. 


MPLS. INDIES 
STILL BALKY 
ON PAR %, 


Minneapolis, March 10. 
On top of the fortune which it has 
cost Twin City independent exhibi- 
tors because the Minnesota anti- 
consent decree law; which they spon- 
sored, resulted in a considerable de- 
lay in their obtaining new-season 
product, many of the boys are suf- 


fering a considerable further loss 
because of their refusal to buy Para- 
mount on account of its demand for 
four percentage pictures. If they 
continue to boycott Warner Bros., 
too, on account of its three-percent- 
age films deal, after the availability 
of this product, there’ll be a further 
drain on their exchequers. 

For example, such a b.o. click as 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ has passed the 
28c and 30c availability and now is 
available for the 22c houses, with 
most of the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
higher scaled indie theatres losing 
out on it because Paramount hasn’t 
been purchased. The bulk of these 
exhibitors only had Metro, 20th-Fox 
and RKO of the consent decree com- 
panies’ product purchased before the 
1941-42 releases went beyond the 28c 
and 30c availability. 

Despite the unofficial boycott, Par 


already Twi 





has closed about 10 
City indie deals and even Warners 
reports some sales, Paramount is 
permitting the Twin City indies to 
cancel its four percentage releases, 
but inasmuch as these, of course, will 
be the ace productions that privilege 
doesn’t mean so much. 

Metro and 20th-Fox have closed 
practically every Twin City indie ac- 
count. RKO, Universal and Colum- 
bia also have fared well. 





Coslow Bases in Chicago 
For New Soundies Series 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Sam Coslow is deserting Holly- 
wood for Chicago to produ ce 
Soundies for*the Mills slot machine 
outfit. Idea in shifting it to take 
adventage of midwest talent in name 
bands, theatres and niteries. 


Series subjects will be produced 
there by Coslow and directed by 
Josef Berne as soon as they wind up 
their musical short, ‘The Nightmare 
of a Jerk,’ for Paramount. Hayden 
Mills, one of the owners of Mills 
Novelty Co., left for Chicago to set 
studio space and make other pre- 
liminary arrangements. 








Contracts in Clusters 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Metro broke out with a cluster of 
six contracts in one day, three of 
them in the music department with 
David Snell, Harold Gelman and 
Vincente Minelli as signatories. 

Others were Marvin Borowsky and 
Robert Thoeron, screen writers, and 











Sammy Lee, dance director. 
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20th Moves Around Pilots 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Shift in. director assignments at 
20th-Fox moved Irving Pichel into 
the pilot seat on “The Pied Piper,’ 
instead of Archie Mayo, who is now 
slated to handle ‘The Night the 
World Shook.’ Both pictures start 
March 30, with Nunnally Johnson as 
producer. 

Pichel’s new chore means another 
shift. He was originally assigned to 
direct the Bryan Foy production, 
‘The Loves of Edgar Allan Poe,’ 
which is standing by for a new pilot. 


Birth Scene Scissored 
From ‘Birth of Baby’ 
So Now It’s OK in N.Y. 


After a four-year fight in the state 
courts, the New York censors have 
passed ‘Birth of a Baby,’ from which 
the birth scene has been eliminated 
together with around 1,000 feet of 
other matter of a controversial na- 
ture. 


The Division of Motion Pictures of 
the State Educational Department 
ruled during the past week that the 
altered version ‘no longer contra- 
venes statutory prohibitions, and 
therefore the picture must be li- 
censed.’ 

Prior to the changes made, the 
supreme court up to the state’s high- 
est tribunal, the Court of Appeals, 
had* ruled against the picture for 











general consumption. 


‘Birth’ was made early in 1938 
It was presented by the American 
Committee on Maternal Welfare, 
Inc., and was produced by Jack H. 
Skirball, who is now associated with 
Frank Lloyd in producing for Uni- 
versal. William Skirball, his brother, 
who operates a chain of theatres in 
Ohio, is said to have been finan- 
cially interested in the distribution 
of ‘Birth’ through Special Pictures, 
which owns the sales rights. 

Vincent G. Hart, formerly with the 
Hays’ office, and Norman Nicholson 
have represented Special in its 
fight to clear the picture for com- 
mercial exhibition, Plans are under 
way to sell ‘Birth’ throughout N.Y. 
state, with Bill Skirball, as eastern 
representative for Special, taking an 
active hand in this connection, 

Question of its boxoffice value re- 
mains to be decided, especially in 
view of the cuts made in order to 
free it for exhibition. 

The ‘Variety’ review of ‘Birth,’ 
which eaught at a _ private 
screening in N.Y., March 7, 1938, had 
this to say: 

‘Sociologically and medically of 
great value, ‘The Birth of a Baby’ 
has commercial merit also. ... 

‘Dialog is delicately handled... 
Highlight of the film is actual de- 
livery of a baby girl which may not 
have been necessary in order to get 
over the educational value and im- 
portance of the message drawn, bu* 
this phase is intensely interesting. It 
can be easily edited out where cen- 
sors object. This is not in the class 
with so-called sex films, for which 
reason, where the picture is played 
commercially, it#hould be advertised 
in a dignified manner.’ 


RKO Cooking Up New 
Deal For ‘Fibber, Molly’ 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber 
McGee and Molly) are huddling with 
RKO in the final stages of a deal 
for one more picture, with an option 
for another. Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy may also be in 
the second film, as they were in 
‘Look Who’s Laughing,’ the first 
package deal. 

First ‘Fibber’ picture, budgeted at 
less than $400,000, figures to gross 
more than $1,200,000. 
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U’S REGULAR $2 DIVVY 
Universal directorate yesterday 
(Tuesday) voted the regular $2 
quarterly dividend on first preferred 
shares. 
Divvy is payable April 1 to stock 
on record March 25. 





So They Moved the Town to H wood 





minds. 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Ghost town, built by Universal in the wilderness of Arizona, was 
knocked down and transported on rubber all the way to Hollywood 
to save expenses. Town was slapped together for the exterior shots 
needed in the Gregory La Cava picture, ‘Lady In a Jam.’ 

When the question of mebuilding part of the town. for studio filming 
came up there was a flurry of figures among the financial master- 
The mathematicians worked out all possible angles, including 
priorities on lumber, plaster, bricks and what not, and discovered that 
it would be chepaer to move the ghost town than to build a new one. 
Five motor trucks shifted the scene more than 300 miles and actually 
saved money in spite of the wear on tires. 

















Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Donna Reed drew a player option 
lift at Metro. 

Dean Franklin Reisner inked writ- 
ing contract at Warners. 

John Litel renewed by Paramount. 

Geraldine Fitzgerald signed new 
contract at Warners calling for the 
entire year instead of her old six- 
months-per-year pact. 

Olive Blakeney’s player ‘option 
picked up by Paramount. 

Julie Warren’s. acting 
hoisted by RKO. 

Roger Edens resigned by Metro as 
musical arranger. 

Janet Bleir’s player option picked 
up by Columbia. 

Joe Strauch, Jr., drew minor’s con- 
tract at Republic. 

Charles Brackett’s contract re- 
newed by Paramount. 

Barbara Moffett’s minor pact with 
RKO approved by Superior Court. 


Triangle’ Killing 
Chases Eddie Barr 


Into Army Service 


Dallas, March 10. 


His wife, Juanita Barr, having been 
found guilty Friday (6) of a charge 
of killing a nite club dancer, Blanche 
Woodall, Eddie Barr, exploitation 
representative of RKO pictures with 
headquarters in Minneapolis, plans to 
join an armed force of the United 
States in order to ‘forget.’ Mrs. Barr 
told the jury which gave her four- 
years penitentiary term, that rela- 
tionship between her husband and 
the dancer led to the shooting. 

Terry Turner, exploitation manager 
for RKO-Radio, said Barr’s resigna- 
tion stated he was quitting because 
the trial had upset him. He added 
‘Barr has been doing a good job for 
me.’ Barr did not come here for the 
trial although at the time of the 
slaying he lived here as theatrical 
editor of the Dallas Journal. 
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King Vidor Chairmans 
U. of Texas Film Musee 


Austin, March 10. 


A depository of motion picture 
scripts, models of sets, custom de- 
signs and production stills to be used 
as research material in the study of 
the motion picture as a cultural art 
form has been established here at 
the University of Texas. The first 
collection of factu:l] material was 
presented to University president 
Homer P. Rainey by King Vidor, 
native Texan and Metro directors. 

Vidor has been selected as perma- 
ment chairman of a committee in 
Hollywood to get material for the 
university from his home studio and 
from other major studios to be 
added to the film library. Also aid- 
ing him is Karl Hoblitzelle, prez of 
the Interstate Theatres of Texas. 

According to statements made here 
on a recent visit by Vidor, “the 
greatest need today is for motion 
pictures that will portray the United 
States iti a favorable light for Latin- 
American audiences. Accuracy of 
portrayal is all that is necessary 
since all previous motion pictures 
have left the impression that this 
country is an imperialistic, capital- 
istic one, besetted with glamour.’ 


They'll Get the Works 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Hal Roach started off his 1942-43 
streamlined feature program with an 
international burlesque, ‘Hitler’s 
Valet,’ produced by Glerth Tryon and 
directed by Gordon Douglas. 

Three toppers are Bobby Watson 
as Hitler, Joe Devlin as Mussolini 














and George E. Stone as Sukiyaki. 





Airlmes Decry 
Lost Traffic of 
Show People 


By GEORGE FROST 

Looking back on February as one 
of the worst months in their history, 
so far as theatrical traffic was cOn- 
cerned, airline operators at New 
York’s LaGuardia Field this week 
are walking around with their fingers 
and toes crossed, hoping that the 
current flow of passengers will re- 
turn the gay, easily publicized and 
readable stars of show business to 
the airlanes. 

February is normally the worst of 
the 12 months in aeronautical busi- 
ness circles, with the traffic volume 
graphs running far down on the 
page. This season, however, the 
volume indicator ran right down 
from the page, especially on trans- 
continental passengers who in nor- 
mal times like to play commuter be- 
tween Broadway and Hollywood, 

Varied explanations are offered by 
those on the inside of the ticket 
counter stands. There are many 
alibis, and you can take your choice, 
for they range from income tax pay- 
ments to ‘la guerre,’ excessive 
Christmas spending to the Lombard 
accident, to bad weather and to a 
general ‘aw nertz’ attitude amongst 
vacationers since Dec. 7. 

Lois Andrews te L. A. 

Lois Andrews, her road trip ap- 
parently ended, was off this week 
for L. A, aboard a Transcontinental 
& Western Air stratoliner with her 
babe in her arms. George Jessel 
came down to bid the missus ‘so 
long,’ and the two of them hollered 
bloody murder when news camera- 
men tried to snap pix of the junior 
member of the firm. They nixed the 
shots on the ground that their young 
un was crying and wouldn’t look 
pert. 

Edna Ferber was skedded out yes- 
terday (Tuesday) aboard a TWA 
liner for Chicago and thence on to 
Seattle via Northwestern Airlines. 

Cowan, Columbia Pictures 





Lester 
producer, was a TWA arrival from 
L. A. during the week. 

Conrad Thibault ran up some kind 
of a marker for Chicago flights. 
TWA had him out of N.Y. Thursday 
(5) and their reservtion desks also 
list him for N.Y. to Chicago flights 
for tomorrow (12) and Monday 
(16). It is presumed that he will 
arrive back at the Airport-on-the- 
Parkway in time to make the last 
two departures. 

Quent Reynolds to K. C. 

Remaining TWA notable was 
Quentin Reynolds’ departure for the 
midwest. After adventuring the 
world over, Reynolds is off to 
Kansas City, Mo.—of all places. 

Mrs. William S. Paley, wife of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System bos- 
seroo, looked right sweet as her pic- 
ture was snapped a couple of days 
back in the doorway of a United Air 
Line plane. Looked like a routine 
‘going away’ picture for a while but 
it turned out that Madame P. is one 
of a number of leading local social- 
ites who have enlisted in the aid of 
the New York Infirmary for Women, 
and the delectable matrons pose for 
commercial pix as one of their con- 
tributions toward the charity-sup- 
ported institution. 

Walter Pidgeon was out and in 
again on Washington, D. C., express 
planes of the Eastern Air Lines, 
laboring for the Treasury Depart- 
ment in the Great Cause, ad half- 
a-dozen other film luminaries were 
in and out on short hops to the na- 
tion’s capital. Most of them speci- 
fically ask that their names be 
omitted from news copy, lest the 
public think they are working for 
publicity and not, as is the fact, fer 
Uncle Whiskers, 
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Better Press Relations the Major 
Objective of the Hays Organization 
Right Now; Also Tiffs on the Code 


+ 
vt 


Streamlining of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., 
launched last month, now is develop- 
ing on two fronts—Public Relations 
and Production Code Administra- 
tion. The legislative section previ- 
ously was taken care of through the 
appointment of John G. Bryson as 
legislative contact after Charles C. 
Pettijohn resigned his active post as 
chief counsel, and the spotting of 
Edward Roddan as MPPDA pub- 
licity rep in Washington. Both pres- 
ently are in the national capital, but 
Roddan came to N, Y. last week to 
huddle with the industry’s Public 
Relations Committee. 

The PCA setup is still in the iron- 
ing out stage but the public relations 
alignment, rated the most pressing 
problem, is taking tangible form. 
However, there is more to the PCA 
problem than appears on the sur- 
face. One faction feels the PCA 
code needs tightening in line with 
wartime while others, 
principally Coast producers, are con- 
should be given more 


leeway to include more of the facts 
of life in their productions. 
ber of film officials believe that a 
‘name’ executive should head the 
PCA, part of this urge possibly be- 
ing traceable to the _ surprisingly 
stern control of Geoffrey Shurlock 
as current PCA chief. 
Won't Be Bullied 

Several Coast producers, including 
the largest, have learned definitely 
that Shurlock can’t be pushed around 
—unless they want to appeal his de- 
cision to the MPPDA directorate. 
His definite ‘no’ on certain PCA 
topics has burned them up, it’s re- 
ported. His only reply to squawks 
is that they won’t get a code seal 
when his suggestions are ignored un- 
less they want to carry the issue to 
the Hays directors, who always have 
sustained the PCA head. 


Understood that a couple of pro- 


ducers attempted to get by 


conditions 


vinced they 


making suggested revisions and 
wound up by having to make the 
changes anyway on the completed 


picture. All of this has not set well 
Hence the clamor from producers is 
for a new PCA chief. 

With the MPPDA public relations 
committee meeting almost 
some definite program is expected 
as soon as a regular paid secretary 
is named. Several men are under 
consideration, but no selection has 
been made. Program for improved 
relations with the public is expected 
to produce a crackdown on stupid 
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Same Old Sub 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Undersea warfare has changed 
a lot since the last internationai 
conflict, but the old Columbia 
set, still recognized as the best 
in town, is being used in ‘Sub- 
marine Raider.’ 

Originally built in 1928 for 
Frank Capra’s ‘Submarine,’ the 
layout has been used often for 
other pictures. Recently the in- 
terior of the sub has been 
brought up to date, with wooden 
machinery substituted for prior- 
ity metals. 


Blackout Order 
On N.Y. Marquees 
Crimps Theatres 


A bill to put through a New York 
city ordinance making it obligatory 
to turn out signs after dark, regard- 
less of whether they are attended 


and could be instantly thrown by 
a switch, may be introduced in the 














|City Council, according to reports 
circulating in the theatre field. 
Whether or noi such a measure 





| off 


i or 


|The Quilty 
without | lights or 


| at 


would have a chance of passing is 
dubious. 

Meantime all theatres and other 
establiskments, which cannot imme- 
diately throw out their marquees 
other signs, must prepare them 
for instant blacking-out by March 
17, under an order of Patrick Quilty, 
Commissioner of Water Supply, Gas 
and Electricity. 

Most theatre marquees are on 
switches and can be quickly ex- 
tinguished, but where they aren’t 
the work of rewiring or fixing signs 
must be done by the March 17 date. 
order specifies that all 
signs must be turned off 
the close of each business day 
but they may be kept on later if 
some one is on hand to turn them 
immediately. 

Large outdoor signs, many of 
which are operated on a timeclock 


| basis and go off automatically at set 


weekly, | 


hours, are being revamped so that 
they also can be thrown quickly. 


Any ordinance which would malt | 


it necessary to put out marquees 
and other visible lights by evening, 
regardless of whether they are 


|}manned and could be turned off on 


ia signal, would create a definite 
hardship for theatres as well as 
other businesses staying open at 
inight. Thus, opposition to such a 
proposal, if made, would probably 
develop. 
Seattle Theatres Ready 
Seattle, March 10 


publicity stunts and patently bad 
ballyhoo, which in the past has 
emanated from different individual 
companies or their stars, and not 
merely from outside sources. 

Part of the campaign would in- | 
clude halting of thoughtless or in- | 
judicious comment by stars, or 
cracks that have repercussions in | 
Congress. Trade now regards the | 
Hershey draft ruling on industry 


stars and workers as the most recent 
example of unfavorable public rela- 
tions which might have been avoided 
with proper contacting. Also under- 
stood that the public relations cam- 
Paign will attempt to temper war 
activities bally, feeling being that it 
is bad taste to strive for $25,000 
worth of publicity on a good deed 
involving only $1,000. 

Tendency to bally the war activi- 
ties of stars and others in the indus- 
tr’ to the stretching point does not 
react so well with Joe Doakes, who 
may be working harder on defense, 
but is ignored in the public prints. 
Reported that a real effort will be 
made to follow the cld axiom that 
90% of topflight public relations 
often constitute avoidance of costly 
mistakes which have repercussions 
against the industry. 


| 





this area are prepared 
in the event 


Theatres in 
into quick action 
of an air raid. 

The Theatre Defen 
been organized as part of the im- 
portant Seattle Municipal Defense 
Commission, officially appointed by 
the city administration to organize 
the civilian population against such 
an eventuality. 

The theatres are all prepared with 
first aid on an elaborate scale. If 
the situtaion becomes darker, and an 
attack seems probable, they will put 
a trained Red Cross nurse in each 
house. At least the manager, pos- 
sibly the assistant manager, too, are 
taking first aid training. 

If an alarm is sounded, the doors 
will be thrown open at every show- 
shop, as a haven of refuge. 
thorities want the people off the 
streets. They will be welcome at 


(Continued 


to go 
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on page 18) 
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LESSER FILM 
DON'T FIGURE 


Extreme Variance Now Be- 
tween the B.O. of the Top 
Pictures and the Run- 
of-Mine Product — Even 
Names Can’t Bolster Me- 
diocrity 





MUST MAINTAIN FLOW 





A high percentage of bcexoffice 
product must be maintained by the 
producers as result o a public that 
is becoming choosier in its film 
tastes, according to theatre opera- 
tors and managers who favor a cur- 
tailment of yearly programs in the 


hope that more attention to fewer 
pictures will increase general qual- 
ity. 

Circuit operators, both affiliated 
and unaffiliated, as well as theatre 
managers, point out that there is a 
much wider variation in the per- 
formance of pictures at the boxoffice 
now than there used to be. 

They say that the big pictures 
draw as much as hits did in the 
past, in-fact it is seemingly apparent 
that many good films now do better 
than comparable product in years 
gone by. However, the medium- 
grade or fair pictures do less than 
formerly, while the poorer product 
does nothing at all. 

While the theory appears to be 
general that double bills still enjoy 
a vogue because a large proportion 
of the public wants two for the 
price of one, it is pointed out that 
giving ’em a ‘bargain’ doesn’t bring 
’em in when the attractions are not 
of standout character. Also, the fact 
that many people want to see the 
top picture and skip the other would 
indicate that the theatre is de- 
pendent for a greater bulk of trade 
on the big films. 

Moreover, the fan trend is moving 
more and more away from names 
when the pictures they’re in do not 
measure up as entertainment, 
whereas in other years many a poor 
film got by if the star potency ex- 
isted. Not so today, regardless of 
the names 

Belief is mounting that if fewer 
films were turned out, providing a 
higher percentage of quality, and 
theatres were forced to go single- 
bill, they would be better off than 
at present when so many dates on 
the booking calendar are filled with 
| product that gets the go-by. 

This is likely to come next sea- 
son (1942-43) due to war and a 
tendency notwithstanding to reduce 
annual output. The consent decree, 
in part, has been a factor encour- 
aging the reduction of pictures 
| among the large majors, all of which 
| are expected to make no more than 
48 during 1942-43. RXO will probably 
turn out only around 39. All the 
decree com RKO, Paramount, 

Metro, 20th-Fox and Warne! 
| have for years made in excess 
50 each, with some on certain sea- 
| sons coming closer to 60 





panies 


HILDEGARDE’S PIX DEAL 


RKO Wants Her; So Does Wiman 
For B’way Legiter 





Chicago, March 10. 

Hildegarde, star of the Hotel 
Biackstone’s new Mayfair Room 
here, has an RKO picture deal on 
the griddle. 

Her manager, Jack Bertell (MCA), 
|flew here from New York to talk 
| it over. She’s also slated to return to 
jthe Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y., March 
20, and the duration of that engage- 
ment will be governed by the film 
| offer. 
Dwight Wiman’s ‘Warriors Hus- 
| band’ is another possibility for Miss 
| Hildegarde, depending on when this 
| Broadway legit goes into rehearsal. 





+ 





Still Our Bums 





Hollywood, March 10. 

They may be ‘Them Lovely 
Bums’ in Brooklyn, but nobody 
in Hollywood can call them that. 
Like one big family, the base- 
ball fans in that bailiwick re- 
serve the right to call their 
athletes endearing names. 

So 20th-Fox has changed the 
title of its baseball picture to 
‘It Happened in Flatbush,’ which 
covers a vast range of dramatic 
territory. Practically everything 
has happened there since the 
Battle of Long Island in the 
Revolutionary War. 
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§ Majors Get 
$7,450,000 More 
In British Coin 








While the American picture busi- 
continues hopeful of Great 
Britain dropping its present coin 
freeze plan, thus far the Motion Pic- 


ture & Distributors Assn, has re- 
ceived no word that the currently 
frozen money will be thawed out or 
that no freezing will be done in the 
future. 

Eight U. S. major film companies 
will receive around $7,450,000 on 
April 1, this representing the second 
half of the money which was dis- 
lodged by special pact last October. 
The regular quarterly payment cov- 
ering the second three months of 
the current year’s frozen coin con- 
tract, amounting to $5,000,000, is due 
later in the month. Eight majvrs 
get $20,000,000 or about half of rev- 
enue collected in the 12 months end- 


ing next October from 


year. 


ness 


vee 








FOR BUCK CHINESE YARN 


Hollywood, March 

Luise Rainer and Paul Muni, 
mer Academy Award winners, 
turn to pictures as 





10. 
for- 
re- 

co-stars in ‘China 





Sky’ at RKO. 

Picture will be based on the re- 
cently purchased novel by Pearl 
| Buck. 
| Both stars appeared together in 
|} another Pearl Buck best-seller, ‘The 
| Good Earth,’ several years ago for 
| Warners Both ‘Sky’ and ‘Earth’ 
have Chinese backgrounds 


Bros., | 


of | 


Miss Rainer apparently will do the 
film upon completion of her current 
engagement on Broadway in the re- 
| vival of J. M. Barrie’s ‘Kiss for Cin- 
derella, which opened last night 
(Tuesday). 


Cary Grant for ‘Claudia’ 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Cary Grant is David O. Selznick’s 
choice for the top male role in 
‘Claudia,’ to be produced by Selznick 
next fall. Grant wants the picture 
| to start not later than Sept. 15, after 
which he will be tied up by other 
contracts. 
‘Claudia’ is now on tour after 53 
, weeks in New York. Dorothy Mc- 
| Guire, star of the legit production, 
|is under contract to make picture 
for Selznick when the road tour 
| ends, Donald Cook is the male lead 
N. Y. version, 
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Film Industry Willing to Accept 
Its Share of Wartime Taxation 
But Wary on Dislocation of Its Biz 


Any new taxation affecting the 
film industry will be received un- 
opposed unless theatres are singled 
out f@r discriminatory or special tax 
burdens not imposed on other indus- 
tries. Attitude among industry 
leaders is that the picture business 
will accept its share of wartime taxa- 
tion, without squawking or seeking 
modification, equally with other in- 
dustries. 

However, report on taxation by 
the United Motion Picture Industry 
sud-committee headed by Spyros 
Skouras points up need for watch on 
all proposed tax measures affecting 
the industrye Proposal has been 
made to set up industry machinery 
to guide Congressional committees 
in setting up tax programs which 
would not dislocate the motion pic- 
ture business. 

Study of proposed national tax 
measures outlined in recommenda- 
tions from U. S. Secretary of the 
Treasury Henry Morgenthau reveals 
no new taxation affecting theatres as 
yet. Should a national sales tax be 
adopted, which would affect films 
also, theatre ‘operators anticipate 
that such tax would be passed on to 
them by distribs. No grounds for 
taking exception to such a tax are 
foreseen, however, since the tax 
would affect all consumers. 

Meantime the Skouras sub-com- 
mittee has recommended that film 
industry personnel located in Wash- 
ington should report on all pending 
tax measures. Another proposal, 
not yet acted upon, is that perma- 
nent committees of three be set up 
in each exchange centre to keep tab 
on theatre taxation measures. These 
committees are to consist of an in- 
dependent exhib association repre- 
sentative, a distributor rep and one 
member representing affiliated thea- 
tres in each area. 


Films Breathe Easier 


Washington, March 10. 

Film industry watchers drew a 
deep breath this week but kept their 
fingers crossed as the House Ways 
and Means Committee got down to 
concrete ideas about boosting Fed- 
eral income by $7.500.000.000 an- 
nually. No suggestion for any stiffer 
or new levies affecting amusements 
more than other lines of industry 
and business has been heard so far. 

The Treasury’s proposals, built 
around much heavier individual in- 
come bites, included a number of 
excises but not the present 10% ad- 
missions tax. Nor was anything said 
about a footage levy on raw stock or 
positive prints. Both of these have 
been generally feared. 

The shooting is by no means over 
—and Congress in the past has 
demonstrated how risky it is to relax 
before any tax bill is sent to the 
White House—but the initial stage 
of discussions was a relief to the 
legislative watchers on behalf of all 
amusements. At least, as far as the 
Treasury is concerned, films, the- 
atres, night clubs, and sports are in 
the same boat with all other money- 
making enterprises this year. 


Casey Jones Comeback 


Ea March 10. 

Railroads get a break in the 20th- 
Fox location caravan to Phoenix, 
Ariz., for outdoor scenes in the avia- 
tion picture, ‘Thunder Birds.’ 

To save rubber, all the personnel 
and equipment, including sound 
trucks, are moving by rail. Local 
trucks, hired in Phoenix, will be used 
for short hauls. 





Mooney a Producer 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Martin Mooney and Max King 
have set up their own production 
outfit to make six features for Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp, 
Will get going on the first picture 
within a month, 
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To the Shores of Tripoli 


(COLOR) 


20th Century-Fox release of Darryl F.. 
Zanuck (Milton Sperling) production. Fea- 
tures John Payne, Maureen O'Hara, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Nancy Kelly. Directed by 
Bruce Humberstone. Screenplay by Lamar 
Trotti, from story by Steve Fisher; camera, 
William Skall, Harry 


Edward Cronjager, 

Jackson: music, Alfred Newman; editor, 
Allen MeNeil Tradeshown in projection 
room,.N. Y.. March 9, ‘41. Running time, 
82 MINS. 

“hris TINtOGW. ccc vcrcecceeesces John Payne 
aoe a, eeececgs coed onan O'Hara 
Sergeant Dixie Smith....... Rando!ph Scott 
Helene Hunt......-.+see+e0_+ Nanc y Kelly 
Johnny Dent.....-+eeeereees William Tracy 
iy DAR. .csdeses ov 02k Maxie Rosenblvuom 
OR PI RE Henry Morgan 
ES RS ke SEES Edmund MacDonald 
Major WiIISOMN.....seeeseees Russell Hicks 
Captain Winters. ....-+e+-++> Minor W atson 
Dia. os nehn o8adebbege reese ree Ted North 
Jo@ Sutton... ..ccccsseeeeceess Basil Walker 
Bwifty . ...cocccscecscccvecces Charlies Tannen 
Tom Hall....sesceeseseceses Alan Hale. Jr. 
Busle. . oc ccsccccvccscevececes Margaret Early 
PORTO . occ dc cccccvessecsesccess Frank Orth 
Blonde... ....--ececessevceesseses Iris Adrian 
Uncle Bob.....cccccscscvceees Joseph Crehan 
General Gordon...... noose vad John Iiamilton 
Doctor.......-...e+eseeee+-Staniey Andrews 
Lieutenant........ceeceeeesss Richard Lane 
Corporal. .....cerseccessereres Gordon Jones 
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This is the film that brings the | 
U. S. Marines to theatre screens, and 
the boxoffice situation is well in 
hand. ‘To the Shores of Tripoli’ has 
landed well up to the front of the 
series of army, navy and air corps 
features which are doing good busi- 
ness, helped no little by current 
events. It also provides top mar- 
quee billing in th> names of John 
Payne, Maureen ©’Hara, Randolph 
Scott and Nancy Kelly. _ 

Most of the recent fiction of the 
military branches has been con- 
cerned with aviation and the differ- 
ent flying corps. Although the ma- 
rines fly, too, this yarn is held right 
close to earth, and a tale. is umspun 
that has little to do with the spec- 
tacular angles of the service and 
more to tell about the traditions of 
the soldiers who go to sea. Lamar 
Trotti prepared the screenplay from 
a story by Steve Fisher. Action is 
backgrounded by the marine train- 
ing station at San Diego. 

Although the characters are the 
conventional smart-aleck recruit, the 
hard-boiled sergeant, the pretty hos- 

ital nurse and the girl who was left 

ehind, Trotti has given enough 

switches and twists to hold audience 
interest through 82 minutes. Bruce 
Humberstone has directed with 
showmanly appreciation for color, 
both on and off the reservation. The 
hotography. handled by Edward 
Franineer. William Skall and Harry 
Jackson, is unusually effective, par- 
ticularly some views of night target 
practice in the open sea. 

It was reported that some of the 
camera crew of this production were 
at Pearl Harbor last Dec. 7 and cap- 
tured a record of the Jap attack 
which is being preserved by the 
Navy. There are no holes in the 
story, as finally edited, to indicate any 
enforced omissions. The yarn ends 
with the principals on the march to 
an overseas transport. 

Payne and Scott make an enter- 
taining pair of fighters, whose differ- 
ences merge when news reaches the 
station of the Pearl Harbor attack. 
Miss O’Hara, whose good looks here- 
tofore have been confined to black 
and white photography, is rather 
memorable under Technicolor treat- 
ment. Nancy Kelly hasn’t much to 
do, and does it rather well. Audi- 
ences would be pleased with more of 
William Tracy. 

Title is from the Marine song, 
which features the geography that 
fhe corps has covered in the past 160 
years. Mention is made in the intro- 
duction to the brilliant defense at 
Wake Island. 

It’s a timely film, suitable for all 
types of theatres. Flin. 


KID GLOVE KILLER 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Jack 
Chertok production. Features Van Heflin, 
Marsha Hunt, Lee Bowman, Samuel 5. 
Hinds. Directed by Fred Zinnemann. 
Screenplay by Allen Rivkin and John C. 
Higgins; original by Higgins; camera, Paul 


Vogel; editor, Ralph Winters. Previewed 
at Ritz, L. A., March 10, °42. Running 
time, 74 MINS. 

Gordon McKay...cccccceseee: Ven Heflin 
Jane Mitchell.....ccococcsstecces Marsha Hunt | 
Gerald I. Ladimer.......... Lee Bowman 
Mayor Daniels.......cee.: Samuel 8S. Hinas 
Captain Lynch...ccccoscsesss: .Cliff Clark 
Eddie Wright. ......+- qervcess Eddie Quillan 
SEA: 5 ccawa'sc¥0pengene cesses. sss. 0Ok Lanes 
Bessie Wright.............Catherine Lewis 
Dts. SIMU vcwevesciséstans ee Nella Walker 





*Kid Glove Killer’ is one of those 
moderately-budgeted programmers 
that appear at long intervals to rise 
far above the level intended. Lack- 
ing in marquee draft, which prevents 
it from hitting above its class, pic- 
ture will provide solid support in the 
general runs—including the keys— 
and garner plenty of datings during 
release life. 

Spotlight shines brightly on Van 
Heflin in the lead, and Metro will 
soon discover from audience reaction 
that he’s of starring timber. Player 
has a definite strong screen appeal 
for all audiences. His skillful timing 
and delivery of lines holds interest in 
many sequences that might easily 
have crumbled in less capable hands. 

Story unfolds a compact and inter- 
esting drama of political corruption, 
and the experiences of a scientific 
criminologist in getting a test-tube 
solution to the murder of the mayor. 
Heflin is the expert of the police de- 

artment, assisted by Marsha Hunt. 

ee Bowman is the slick young law- 
yer who leads the mayor’s reform 


| campaign while setting up under- 
world control of the city for John 
Litel. Faced with exposure of his 
duplicit by the mayor, Bowman sets 
up an auto starter bomb to kill hiz- 
zoner, and nonchalantly pursues both 
his political ambitions and Miss Hunt 
while Heflin unfolds the trail in his 
laboratory to the inevitable conclu- 
sion, 

In addition to neatly devising en- 
tertaining dramatic content, story 
provides an interesting exposition of 
the inner workings of a scientific 
crime detecting laboratory; includ- 
ing functions of spectographs, mi- 
croscopes, and chemicals. Picture is 
one of the best molded pictures of its 
class and type that has come out of 
the studios in many months. 

Script by Allen Rivkin and John 
C. Higgins, from latter’s original, is 
smoothly assembled and carries con- 
sistent pace to sustain interest, and 
displays slick dialog. Fred Zinne- 
mann, newcomer to the feature di- 
recting field, deftly handles the vari- 
ous enisodes for fine overall blend- 
ing. Photography by Paul Vogel is 
topnotch. ; 

Marsha Hunt catches attention as 
the girl, and looks due for better 
calibre of pictures from here on. 
Bowman smoothly handles the heavy 
assignment, while excellent suport 
is provided by Litel, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Eddie Quillan, and Cliff a me 

alt. 


Rings On Her Fingers 
Hollywood, March 10. 


20th Century-Fox release of Milton Sper- 
ling production. Stars Henry Fonda, Gene 
Tierney; features Laird Cregar. Directed 
hy Rouben Mamoulian. Screenplay by Ken 
Englund; original story by Robert Pirosh 
and Joseph Schrank; camera, George 
Rarnes: editor, Barbara McLean. Trade- 
shown in L. A. March 10, ’42. Running 
time, 85 MINS. 

John Wheeler. ....ccccsccceees Henry Fonda 
Susan Miller (Linda Worthington)..... 


Gene Tierney 

Warrel. . «0500000066665 50000% Laird Cregar 
Tod Fenwick....... veseesese John Shepperd 
Mrs. Worthington..........Spring Byington 
Kellogg. .....-+sseccee areshineks Frank Orth 
Colonel! Prentiss..........Henry Stephenson 
Mrs. Fenwick..... eeoees--Marjorie Gateson 
Fenwick, Sr...+++. eeeevccees George Lessey 
PORES cccccesovevceseeceveversses Tris Adrian 
Conductor ....66. 5ow600sstaes Harry Hayden 
Miss Callahat’..cccccceces Gwendolyn Logan 
8 | OOP PETeT TT TTT Ly aT eee Eric Wiiton 
"Newsboy. .....cccocsccccseses Billy Benedict 
TB. CIANCY. .cccccecsecceses Sarah Edwards 
Mr. Beasley..ccrcocscecececs Thurston Hall 
i. Or... a naseeneee os Clara Blandick 
Captain Hurley...ccccsceess Charles Wilson 
PM 24 00 kietevpeceventesnses Edgar Norton 
TE 06000 5060600600060602264 George Lioyd 
Landla@y...cccccceccseess Kathryn Sheldon 
DOOOUEE ..02h0-0 cba ckdswbas 0o6asdee Frank Sully 
Roulette Dealer... .ccccccssccsscces Mel Ruick 





Parading a vacuous story that gets 
no assistance on the directing end, 
‘Rings on Her Fingers’ is a light- 
weight film that will need plenty of 
strong support if slotted in the top 
spots of the dualers. Picture tumbles 
and stumbles along in boresome fash- 
ion to emerge as misfit entertain- 
ment. 

Story is of Cinderella texture, 
without benefit cf originality in 
either its unfolding or direction. 
Gene Tierney is a store clerk plucked 
by confidence operators Laird Cregar 
and Spring Byington for a whirl as 
cute decoy for their shakedowns of 
rich victims. Fonda, an accountant 
vacationing in California with sav- 
ings of $15,000 to buy a sailboat, gets 
caught in the net and clipped. Later, 
in the east, girl and Fonda meet 
again, with latter confessing funds 
were ali he had and he’s a $65 a 
week accountant. Pair falls in love, 
with the girl devising means of giv- 
ing him back the coin without dis- 
closing her participation in the orig- 
inal clip. She walks out on Cregar 
with the money, and is headed for 
marriage; money starts back to 
Fonda via a gambling table, and it’s 
then a merry-go-round of confusion 
until the romantic duo gets all the 
coin and scrams.. _ 

Picture is filled with vapid situa- 
tions that stretch the credulity of 
audiences, and fails entirely in at- 
tempts to get over lightness and 
smart situations along the route. 
Frequent clinches of Fonda and Miss 
Tierney do little more than consume 
footage. He fails to emerge from the 
mesh of story difficulties and static 
direction by Rouben Mamoulian. 
Same goes for Miss Tierney, Cregar, 
Miss Byington, and other members 
of the cast. Walt. 


Secret Agent of Japan 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Directed by Irving Pichel. Screen- 
play, John Larkin; camera, Lucien Andriot: 
editor, Alfred Day; musical director, Emil 


Newman. ‘Tradeshown in projection room 
N. _Y., March 5, '42. Running time, %2 
MINS, 

ee MIN 455 's00400 460000 Preston Foster 
St DN 5s 5s ked 040006 6000's Lynn Bari 
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Since there seems to be a particu- 
lar affinity presently between Japan 
and espionage agents, America and 
patriotism, this film must be put 
down for the record as, at least, a 
product of considerable enterprise. 
That the picture doesn’t sahlees 
more than moderately entertaining 
proportions for the adult is basically 
the result of 20th-Fox employing the 








Miniature Reviews 


‘To the Shores of Tripoli’ 
(20th) (Color). Newest entry of 
military films takes care of the 
Marines—also the boxoffice. 

‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). Van 
Heflin, new star candidate, in 
scientific criminology meller. 
Solid entertainment. 

‘Rings on Her Fingers’ (20th). 
Inadequate script and direction 
make this a boresome affair. 

‘Secret Agent of Japan’ (20th). 
Okay for dual programs. 

‘Remarkable Mr. Kipps’ (20th) 
(British-made). Draggy charac- 
ter study that will find little 
place on U.S. screens. 

‘Who Is Hope Schuyler?’ 
(20th). Uninteresting meller 
about big town political cor- 
ruption. Duals. 

‘Close Call for Ellery Queen’ 
(Col). Latest in series shapes 
up as strong whodunit as support 
in duals. 

‘Sundown Jim’ (20th). Slight- 
ly better than average western, 
introducing ex-football star John 
Kimbrough. 

‘Arizona Cyclone’ (U). Good 
Johnny Mack Brown western. 

‘Lone Star Ranger’ (20th). 
Serviceable Zane Grey story 
wilts due to weakness of its star, 
John Kimbrough, newcomer. 

‘Heart of the Rio Grande’ 
(Rep). If a Gene Autry western 
can fail to do business, this is the 
one; tedious musical bronc opus. 

‘Mr. Wise Guy’ (Mono). ‘East 
Side Kids’ in the standard re- 
form school-melier. 

‘Man With Two Lives’ (Mono), 
Film plot is a nightmare; so’s the 
film. 

‘Today I Hang’ (PRC)... Low- 
budget meller, probably bookable 
at moderate prices, that will 
serve proper dates all right. 

‘Tanya’ (Artkino). Russian- 
made film, with English titles, 
strong b.o. seen coming from 
Soviet sympathizers. 


= 











usual spy meller situations. It’s suf- 
ficiently commercial notably for the 
dual. bills. 


Story is none too subtle, focusing 
on a British agent, played with 
plenty of sa. by Lynn ri, and an 
American cafe owner with a shady 
background, portrayed by Preston 
Foster. Their collaborative run-ins 
with Japanese agents in the Shanghai 
international settlement form the 
major yarn. 

Foster and Miss Bari show off ex- 
cellently, though some of the sup- 
porting parts are pretty awful. Noel 
Madison, as the chief Jap, gives his 
usually creditable performance de- 
spite the questionable makeup. And 
some of the ‘Japs’ used in the pic act 
and look like fugitives from a Chi- 
nese hand laundry. Naka. 


Remarkable Mr. Kipps 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


20th Century-Fox 
Ostrer production. 


release of Maurice 
Features Michael Red- 
grave, Diana Wynyard, Phyllis Calvert. 
Directei by Carol Reed. Screenplay by 
Sidney Gilliat from novel by H. G. Wells: 


camera, Arthur Crabtree; editor, R. E. 
Dearing. Tradeshown itn New York, Marc 
10, 1942. Running time, 86 MINS. 

a ES eae Philip Frost 
Kipps (as man).......... Michael Redgrave 
Helen Walshingham........ Diana Wynyard 
Ann Pornick (as girl)....Diana Calderwood 
Ann Pornick (as woman)...Phyllis Calvert 
CRMMIGOW sc ctsdvccenccesces Arthur iscoe 
SE GEG, ony vce 6000600464 Max Adrian 
Mrs. Walshingham............. Helen Haye 
Ronnie Walshingham...... Michael Wilding 
Ea stone rep h andes sone > Lioyd Pearson 
ee ae ee Edward Rigby 
eee b6seees Mackenzie Ward 
Miss Mergle.....ccesesss Hermione Baddeley 
rr Betty Ann Davies 
Serer essere Arthur Denton 
BOOTED: «0.0 socccetoanes + oeesancten. sae 
eee re Frank Pettingell 
RE a eee Beatrice Varley 
FD errr George Carney 
Mrs. Bindon-Botting.......... Irene Rrowne 
Ws. «nv.<ca belen omah eee s Peter Graves 
Man in Bath Chair....Viscount Castlerosse 





20th-Fox is going to find itself with 
a severe ache in the temples trying 
to figure out what to do with this 
British-made. And its 86 minutes 
make it tough to slot it into the 
lower dual position. It’s a slow- 
moving drama of hinterland England 
at the turn of the century, about as 
dated as the Boer War. 

Actually, it’s pretty much of a 
quality picture, carefully produced 
and with a fine cast. But not for 
U.S.A., 1942. A character study of 
some insignificant people of Folk- 
stone 40 years ago, wholly devoid of 
action or exciting incident, hardly 
can be expected to compete in a day 
when audiences appear to want 
either bellylaughs or lots of action. 

Aside from the innocuous H. G. 
Wells story, the film proves that 
slow-motion character study is not 
the metier of director Carol Reed. 
The man who megged such success- 
ful and suspenseful mellers as ‘Night 
Train’ and ‘Girl in the News’ ap- 
pears at a complete loss trying to 
inject sensitiveness and meaning 
Into Wells’ characters. Underplay- 





ing, which Reed ires, serves only 
to intensify the audience reaction of 
‘Who cares what happens to the peo- 
ple in the picture.’ 

Michael Redgrave is seen as a 
young man whom none of the better 
people in town cares much about, 
while he’s a clerk in a dry goods 
store. When he unexpectedly in- 
herits a fortune they all find him 
intriguing and he gets engaged to 
snooty Diana Wynyard. Before the 
wedding, however, he runs off with 
an old love, lowly Phyllis Calvert. 
Redgrave’s acquired taste for the 
finer things vs. Miss Calvert's in- 
sistence on the simple life makes for 
an unhappy marriage—until Red- 
grave loses his money, when all's 
well again. 

Pity is the waste of such quanti- 
ties of talent by cast, director, and 
the properties department on such a 
script. Herb. 


Who Is Hope Schuyler ? 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Ricardo Cortez, Mary 
Heward, Joseph Allen, Jr., Sheila Ryan. 
Directed by Thomas Z. Loring. Screenplay 
by Arnaud dUsseau, based on novel by 
Stephen Ransome; camera, Virgil Miller; 
editor, Louis Loeffler. Tradeshown jn Los 
Angeles, March 9, ‘42. Running time, 55 













MINS. 

Tom Mason....... eeeees+-JO8eph Allen, Jr. 
Diane Rossiter...... eCeocccces Mary Howard 
Lee Dale........ eoe+-»- Sheila Ryan 
Anthony Pearce. .-Ricardo Cortez 
Verte TRGGem. . oc ccdecoeccsces Janis Carter 


----Joan Valerie 
..Robert Lowery 
...Rose Hobart 
..Paul Guilfoyle 
William Newell 
eee es veeds Pat Fiaherty 
«»-Charles Trowbridge 

cooun Frank Puglia 
Ceo eeecece Ed Stanley 
«++..-Edward Keane 
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Alma Pearce.... 





This is a hocus-pocus melange of 
drama revolving around political cor- 
ruption in a big city, with couple 
of murders committed along the way 
to complicate matiers for both play- 
ers and audience. Filled with obvi- 
ous situations and not well told by 
seripter or director, oy is light- 
weight fare for dual filler spots in 
subsequent bookings. 

When district attorney Cortez is 
indicted, Allen is appointed special 
prosecutor to handle case on plans of 
pseudo-cleanup officials. Key to 
break the case is ‘Hope Schuyler,’ a 
vague figure who ‘collected under- 
world payoffs for protection. 

Allen tries to unravel the tangled 
skein of corruption aided by Sheila 
Ryan, modern newspaper gal, who 
also has romantic designs on the 
prosecutor. After going through maze 
of complications the expose comes 
in a mountain lodge to solve every- 
thing, and by that time the audience 
has little interest in the proceedings. 

Script follows obvious lines, with 
director Thomas Loring continually 
delving into over-theatrics to carry 
the tale along in boring style. Allen 
and Miss Ryan provide most con- 
vincing performances, with able as- 
sistance of Ricardo Cortez in the 
heavy assignment. Others in case, 
which looks like a training ground 
for studio contractees, include Mary 
Howard, Janis Carter, John Valerie 
and Roberty Lowery. Wait. 


A Close Call for Ellery 


Queen 


cov | er : o Tv ~ > _. 

Colulmvla release Of Lary Varmour pro- 
duction. Stars William Gargan, Margaret 
Lindsay; features Charles Grapewin, Ralph 





Morgan, Kay Linaker, Edward Norris, 
James Burke. Directed by James Hogan. 
Screenplay, Eric Taylor; story, Ellery 
Queen; camera, James S. Brown, Jr.: editor, 
Dwight Caldwell, At Strand, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., March 6, °42. Running time, 65 
MINS. 

ee ME, 3 on as ceensosas William Gargan 
Nikki Porter... .ccsccccece Margaret Lindsay 
Inspector Queen..........Charley Grapewin 
Alan Rogers........ eeeden dus Ralph Morgan 
ED MING so n.cc0 csc nove save Kay Linaker 
=| eerenegeaes: Edward Norris 
DONNER WO. bccccedcessoical James Rurke 
Lester Young........ «+++-Addison Richards 
EEE peedwe ce Charles Judels 
ere Ccccccccccecs Andrew Tombes 
DEED, « ctinithawhked oo sick Claire DuBrey 
DEEUED TPMNOMN, oc nocccccceccs Michael Chetre] 
PUN 5h 9% vk db tdadesce xcs Ben Weldon 
Ss on vedievictesisacees dud Milton Parsons 


With William Gargan filling the 
bill nicely in place of Ralph Bellamy 
in title role of the novelist master- 
sleuth, current stanza in this who- 
dunit series rates as topnotch sup- 
porting fare in the duals. 


It’s a conventional yarn, tipoff on 
—_— party being obvious in first | 
ew frames of celluloid even before | 
the three murders are committed. 
Nonetheless the tight script under 
deft piloting of director James Ho- 
gan is kept moving at fast pace with 
suspense maintained throughout. 

Story is handled in light, pleasant 
vein, though no attempts at sock 
comedy lines or gags are attempted. 
Concerns wealthy retired business 
man in search of two daughters to 
whom he wishes to transfer_his es- 
tate. Shady past, dating back:to ad- 
ventures in the Phillipines, brings 
two ex-partners on scene demanding 
cut of fortune. 

Missing daughters, one phoney, 
turn up in complicate events. Mar- 
garet Lindsay impersonates one of 
the missing daughters and helps un- 
ravel mystery. 

Film is strengthened by excellent 
supporting players such as Ralph 
Morgan, Andrew Tombes, Charley 
Grapewin and ‘Charles Judels. Pho- 
tography ~good, production values 


SUNDOWN JIM 


20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. 
Wurtze) production. Features John Kim<« 
brovgh, Virginie Gilmore, Arleen Whelan. 
Directed by James Tinling. Screenplay by 
Robert F. Metzler and William Bruckner, 
from the Collier's story by Ernest Haycox; 
camera, Glen MacWilliams; editor, Nick De 
Maggio. Tradeshown in New York h 
9, 42. Running time, 58 MINS, 

Jim Majors........+++....John Kimbrough 
Tony Black......+.e+...++..Virginia Gilmore 
Catherine Bazr...secceessss-Arieen Whelan 


eee eeecececeesess-J0Seph Sawyer 
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Ring Barr....... eoccevecccesss James Bush 
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a ae TUTTI TTI TTT Te Paul Sutton 
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This is one of the pair of westerns 
which 20th-Fox destined to introduce 
a new mesa star to the hoss opry 
firmament. The other is ‘Lene Star 
Ranger,’ also reviewed this week. 
Leather-tugger is John Kimbrough, 
erstwhile All-American back on a 
champ Texas A. & M. grid squad. 
However, Kimbrough’s option was 
dropped a couple weeks ago, even 
before his first picture was released. 
Which is tipoff enough. 

Aside from the totem-pole stiff- 
ness and deadpan of the ex-football 
player, ‘Sundown Jim’ is a better 
than average tumbleweed opus. 
Story, of course, is the usual rou- 
tine of the new marshal who comes 
to town to instill law and order and 
has to prove himself better than the 
feudin’ ranchers to do so. But there’s 
more shootin’ than usual and the 
marshal is a combo of Superman 
and all other western stars rolled 
into one. So what else counts? 

Kimbrough looks his part and is 
more than acceptable on that basis. 
His immutable features, however, 
would be more serviceable in a poker 
session than on a screen. Also his 
monotone. He gets good =e 
from V‘sginia Gilmore and Arleen 
Whelan, plus a standard crew of 
rough-riding fill-ins. 

Director James Tinling has made 
exciting and tight, especially with 
but a 53-minute running time, the 
screenplay concocted from Ernest 
Haycox’s mag yarn. Heroics, of 
course, are even more than usually 
overdone, but get by for laughs. 

And, oh boy, if General MacArthur 
only had half the ammunition that 
Fox used up in this, would those 
Japs be back in Tokyo! Herb. 


ARIZONA CYCLONE 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of Will Cowan produc- 
tion. Stars Johnny Mack Brown; features 
Nell O’Day, Fuzzy Knight, Kathryn 
Adams. Directed by Joseph H. Lewis. 
Story and adaptation, Sherman Lowe; 
editor, Paul Landres; songs. Milton Rosen, 
Everett Carter, Austin Grout; camera, 
Charles Van Anger. At New York, N. Y., 
bill week March 8, °42. Running time, 





56 MINS. 
TOM......++e+see080+-J0hnny Mack Brown 
Muleshoe..... COCecoceacsenens Fuzzy Knight 
Claire. ..ccevccescece etevesnecess Nell O’ Day 
| eee $0 0000066d4008 00 Kathryn Adams 
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RODE. cc cs on seossincecccses Robert Strange 
SOREN icc cccceese 9964s0 census Glenn Strange 
The Notables 
Another Johnny Mack Brown 


starrer in the boulder-and-dust divi- 
sion that will continue to keep his 
fans in tow. 

This time Brown is running a 
wagon freight line whose business is 
sought, through fair means or foul, 
by a rival enjoying the questionable 
backing of a local banker. The lat- 
ter is also conniving to obtain a tele- 
fraph hauling contract for which a 
$10,000 bond has to be posted. All 
but the virtuous fail in their various 
schemes and machinations. 

A generous amount of action in the 
form of riding, fighting, shooting 
etc., dots the plot, while for good 
comedy relief a veteran supporting 
Standby of Brown’s, Fuzzy Knight, 
is on the job. He’s as much a staple 
in the Brown westerns series as Dick 
Curtis, the heavy. Girls are Nell 
O’Day and Kathryn Adams, both of 
whom show to good advantage. Her- 
bert Rawlinson has a minor part as 
the freight line owner who gets 
bumped off toward the last. ~° 

Film includes three cowboy songs, 
‘Wooden Leg Pete’ by Austin Grout, 
and ‘Let’s Go’ and ‘On the Trail of 
Tomorrow,’ written by Milton Rosen 
and Everett Carter. They are sung 
by a cowboy group known as the 
Notables. Char. 


LONE STAR RANGER 


20th Century-Fox production and release. 
Stars John Kimbrough; features Sheila 
Ryan, Jonathan Hale, William Farnum, 
Truman Bradley, George E. Stone, Russell 
Simpson. Directe@d by James Tinling. 
Based on novel of same name by Zan@ 
Grey; adaptation, William Conselman, Jr., 
Irving Cummings, Jr., and George Kane: 
editor, Nick De Maggio; camera, Lucien 
Andriot. Tradeshown in N.Y. March 6, 
’42. T.unning time: 57 MINS. 
Buck Duane.......... +e++.J0hn Kimbrough 
Barbara Longatreth............ Sheila Ryan 
Judge Longstreth............ Jonathan Hale 
Major McNeil.,......0e0+. William Farnum 
Phil Lawson.....+eseeee++.Truman Bradley 
Wuchre...os0 seescccceees- George E,. Stone 
Tom Duane......seceees..- Russell Simpson 
WENN 6dbsbscdsesonsesces -Dorothy Burgess 
WER» 905.0400000000060606 oreee Tom Fadden 
Red eeece eccccccescccecesss FTCU Kohler, Jr. 
Mitchell. .cesccoccccseeess ss Eddy Cc. Waller 
SNS eb 606606600800086 eesece Harry Hayden 
NS 68S e 0 ees i cckby geese George Meiford 





You may have to be a football 
hero to get along with the girls, but 
it won’t help John Kimbrough as a 





standard. Mori. 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Happy Days in Chi, All Pix Big: 
To Be-Vaude Great $50,000, Eager’ 
Nifty $18,000, Purchase’ Fine 246 








Chicago, March 10. 

Trade is excellent this week, the 
session getting away egg > 4 with 

lines in evidence on the sidewalks 
and in lobbies. Houses are all ridin 
to one of the big profit sessions o 
the year, with neither war news nor 
Lent hurting. 

The Carole Lombard-Jack Benny 
icture is powerful in the Chicago. 
L.-visiana Purchase’ is a big winner 
at ive State-Lake and looks set for a 
fine run. Drew rather mixed reports, 
but the word-of-mouth is fine. On 
Saturday (7) ‘Johnny Eager’ edu- 
cated the people into the standee 
habit and is headed for brilliant 
take. 

Brutaliy rapped was ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North’ and the Roosevelt is the 
one sufferer in town currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Greer Was Valley’ (20th). Moved 
here from seven fine weeks in the 
State-Lake and its current eighth 
loop week is aided by the Oscar. 
Getting $8,500, fine. Last week, 
‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Glam- 
our Boy’ (Par), finished third week 
to $3,900. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘To Be’ (UA) and stage show. Curi- 
osity and reports of picture’s excel- 
lence both combining to bring this a 
rousing $50,000. Last week, ‘All 
Through Night’ (WB) was put over 
by Andrews Sisters (2d wk) and 
Lou Breese band on stage for fine 


5,200. ; 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—All Through Night’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Wise Guy’ (Mono) (list 
run). Okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Sul- 
livan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Hands on 
Clock’ (Par), finished second week 
at good $4,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 33-44- 
55)—Tragedy Midnight’ (Rep) and 
Ted Weems orch. Strictly the draw 
of the Weems band currently for 
bangup $20,000. Last week, Count 
Basie orch put ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col) 
across to good $18,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and ‘Sealed 
Lips’ (U) (4th wk). Present combo 
has done excellently on great pub- 
licity handling and will garner 
$10,000 on its windup currently. 
Brilliant $13,200 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Mrs. 
North’ (M-G). Got pasted by critics 
and little here at $8,000. Last week, 
‘Burma Road’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Victory’ (M-G), okay $8,300 for 
second session. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
75) — ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). 
Opened in midweek and _ indicates 
strength for run of several weeks in 
this big house. Taking at least 
$24,000 in initial session. Last week, 
‘Green Valley’ (20th), finished great 
seven-week stay to $10,800. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Eager’ (M-G). Got 
away fast and headed for hotcha 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Pulham’ (M-G), 
finished two-week stay to mild 
$10,300. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘Jacks 
and Jill’ (RKO) (3d wk). Three 
weeks will be the sum total of the 
run here. Will finish to okay $5,000, 
after having managed good $7,300 
last week. 


PARIS'-VAUDE, $12,000, 
WEAK IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Ntarch 10. 
Strong product offsetting lenten 
blues here, with no letup in usual 
terrific weekend response noted by 
any of the downtowners. Very big 
at Keith’s, is ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
and Loew’s Century is also faring 
very well with ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ 
The combo Hipp took to a strong ad 
campaign to adroitly sell ‘Joan of 
Paris,’ but public isn’t buying. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
Drawing steady response to $16,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Woman of 








Year’ (M-G), held up strongly at 
$11,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 


17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Joan of Paris’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Got smart sell- 
ing in advance on star-making quali- 
ties of Michele Morgan and Paul 
Henreid, but biz light at $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Willing’ (Col) plus 
vaude headed by George Olsen orch, 
fair $12,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 

28-33-39-44-55)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
(Par). Fine $14,000 indicated. Last 
week, second of ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U), fared well at $9,800. 
‘ Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
Lady For Night’ (Rep). Should 
reach nice $5,500. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
man Heart’ (20th), fairish $3,600. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 


AAJ 


44)—‘Son Fury’ (20th) (8d wk). 
Holding in alright fashion to inch 
out $3,500, after attracting very nice 
$13,200 total on previous brace. 

Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-28-40-55) 
—Target for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding mildish pace, with most re- 
sponse at night to possible $3,000. 
Got surprisingly good $5,200 in 
opening heat. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
—Captains Clouds’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Holding fairly well at $8,000, after 
chalking up booming total of $28,- 
900 in previous two weeks. 


Cleve. Has Blizz, 
But Hellz, To Be 
Each Big $14,000 


Cleveland, March 10. 


Rip-snorting blizzard socked this 
town Sunday (8) and Monday, but 
didn’t ground any of the high-flying 
film arrivals. Count Basie’s orch and 
Ethel Waters on stage are giving Pal- 
ace’s ‘Paris Cailiing’ a lusty stanza. 
‘Hellzsapoppin,’ at Hipp, and State’s 
‘To Be or Not to Be,’ both going 
nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Fine $5,000 on shiftover. Last week, 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB), good $5,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). Celluloid 
corn’s got market value here, shov- 
eling in around $14,000, very pleasing. 
Last stanza, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) 
(2d wk), fine $11,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB). Thin 
$1,500 on pushover. Last round, ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th), good $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) plus Ethel 
Waters and Count Basie’s band on 
stage. Strong vaude luring the jit- 
terbugs in full force, and smart $20,- 
000 in sight. Last week, ‘What's 
Cookin’’ (U) with ‘Meet the People’ 
unit, $19,000, satisfactory. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—To Be’ (UA). Drawing late Carole 
Lombard’s fans and hypoed by Jack 
Benny’s name. Husky $14,060. Last 
lap, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), okay $12,- 
500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42- 
55)—"Woman Year’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Worthwhile $5,000 on h.o. after swell 
$9,500 last week. 


‘FIRE’ BLAZING $25,000 
AND LEADING NEWARK 


Newark, March 10. 

Leading the rest of town by a wide 
margin, Proctor’s, with ‘Ball of Fire’ 
and ‘A Date with the Falcon’ is zoom- 
ing toward a terrific take. ‘Design 
for Seandal’ and ‘Dr. Kildare’s Vic- 
tory’ are also swell at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—Burma Convey’ (U) plus Alvino 
Rey’s band and King Sisters on stage. 
Band and femme singers responsible 
for powerful $17,000. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Wise Guy’ (Mono) and Jimmy Du- 
rante and Red Norvo’s orch, good 
$16,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Bill Hickok’ (WB) and ‘Body Dis- 
appears’ (WB). Weak $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (2d 
week), nice $11,000. 

Capitel (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (WB). Going strong and ex- 
pected to earn good $5,200. Last 
week, ‘Keep Flying’ (U) and ‘Wolf 
Man’ (WB), okay $4,500. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-44-55) —Mr. Bug’ (Par) and ‘Tor- 
pedo Boat’ (Par). Mediocre $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Joan Paris’ (RKO) and 
‘Four Jacks’ (RKO), fair $12,500. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-60)— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Date With 
Faleon’ (RKO). This double and 
five acts of vaude Monday and Tues- 
day evenings will collect huge $25,- 
000. Last week, ‘Wake Up Scream- 
ing’ (20th) and ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
plus vaude bill Monday and Tuesday 
nights (9 days), terrific $30,500. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G). Aiming 
for fine $15.000. Last week, “Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Miss Poliy 
(UA) (2d kx), neat $13,000. 

















First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of March 123 
Astor—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (6th 


week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’Dec. 2%, 1941) 


Capitel—‘The Invaders’ (Col) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 5, 1941) 

Criterion—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 2) 

Globe—‘Adventures of Martin 
Eden’ (Col) (13). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 25) 

Music Hall—"Woman of the 
Year’ (M-G (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 14) 

Paramount—‘The Fleet’s In’ 
(Par) (11). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 

Rialte—‘North to the Klondike’ 
(uy) (11). 

(Reviewea@ in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21) 

Rivoli—‘To Be or Noi To Be’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 18) 

Roxy—‘Song of the Islands’ 
(20th) (11). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Feb. 4) 

Strand—‘Always in My Heart’ 
(WB) (13). 

(Revtewed in ‘Variety,’ March 4) 

Week of March 19 

Aster—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (7th 
week), 

Capitol—The Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’Dec. 17, 1941) 

Music Hall— ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 10, 1941) 

Paramount—‘The Fleet’s In’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Rivoli—To Be or Not To Be’ 
(UA) (3d week). 

Roxy—'Song of the Islands’ 
(20th) (2d week). 

Strand—‘Always in My Heart’ 
WB) (2d week). 


L'VILLE B.0. OK; 
‘ROW’ FINE 
me yA 


Louisville, March 10. 

Weather is clear and favorable for 
attendance at downtown first runs, 
and the biz barometer is indicating 
a healthy situation at local wickets. 
All three houses grouped within a 
few feet of each other on Fourth 
street are grabbing nice grosses. 
Both ‘Roxie Hart,’ dualed at Rialto, 
and ‘To Be or Not to Be,’ at Loew’s 
State, are heavy, and midwest pre- 
miere of ‘Kings Row,’ at Mary An- 
derson, is getting strong word-of- 
mouth and laudatory notices. 

‘Roller Vanities of 1942,’ at Jeffer- 
son County Armory, provided strong 
opposish to downtown film houses 
last week, and added three extra 
shows Sunday (8) and Tuesday- 
Wednesday (10-11). 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40) —"Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Hay Foot’ (UA). Were pretty well 
milked at showing week before last 
at Loew’s State. Current pace indi- 
cates light $2,000. Last week, ‘Son 
Fury’ (RKO) and ‘Castle in Desert’ 
(20th), excellent $2,800. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB). Catching 
pretty consistent trade from school 
children and shoppers, indicating $1,- 
500. Last week, ‘Corsican Bros.’ 
(UA) and ‘Men in Life’ (Col), fair 
$1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid’ (UA). Pic received mixed 
reviews, but biz is plenty boffo. In- 
dications are for strong $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and 
‘Blondie to College’ (Col), satisfac- 
tory $9,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) —‘Kings Row’ (WB). Got 
recommendation from reviewers. 
Pic had benefit of well-rounded cam- 
paign by Monroe Rubinger, WB ex- 
ploiteer, and class trade, word-of- 
mouth and favorable weather are all 
strong factors in building bumper 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB) (3d wk), good $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (1,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘Night Before Divorce’ (20th). Prob- 
ably fine $10,000. Last week, ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Torpedo 
Boat’ (Par), ditto. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Jukebox Jenny’ (U) and 
‘North Kiondike’ (U). Looks like 
good $3,500. Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ 
(Par) and ‘Road Happiness’ (Mono), 











eight days, fine $3,800. 





Spring Temp. Cuts Down N.Y. B.0.; 
To Be Strong $37,000, ‘Invaders, 
40G, Fine, A.&C. Ride for $24,000 





Springlike weather over the week- 
end brought out large crowds, but 
downtown as well as in the neigh- 
borhoods the number filing past bex- 
offices was not so large except where 
the attractions were of an outstand- 
ing character. Business on Monday 
(9) was generally slow. 

A. new entry that has been strong 
since its opening Friday (6) is the 
Carole Lombard-Jack Benny ‘To Be 
or Not to Be,’ which should take the 
Rivoli to a good $37,000 on the first 
week and holds. Campaign on the 
film ran over $16,000, including 
house front, signs, etc. 

‘The Invaders,’ which arrived at 
the Capitol Thursday (5), received 
fine notices and, like ‘To Be,’ has had 
the backing of a big campaign, with 
large ads taken in the _ dailies. 
Around $15,000 cost was involved. 
Picture opened with a bang and 
showed good strength over the 
weekend, but fell off with the pack 
on Monday (9). However, should 
end at close to $40,000, away over the 
house average, and holds. 

Abbott and Costello maintain their 
potent draught, with team’s ‘latest, 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy,’ doing a whale of 
a business at the Criterion. Comedy 
ended its first week night 
(Tues.) at $24,000 and starts the 
second today (Wed.). 

The Paramount moves in a new 
bill today (Wed.), ‘Fleet’s In’ and the 
Les Brown orchestra, plus Connee 
Boswell. It held ‘Lady Has Plans,’ 
with Ina Ray Hutton, Joan Edwards 
and Jack Haley on the stage, for 
ts) one week, but did extremely 
well at $44,000. This show would 
have remained further had not book- 
ings been set up in line with Easter 
plans. 

There’s no stopping ‘Woman of 
Year,’ now in its fifth week at the 
Music Hall and holding stoutly for 
$80,000, or over. Management will 
retain it a sixth week, matching the 
runs of ‘Philadelphia Story’ and 
‘Rebecca,’ only other pictures to 
have played that long here. 

The State is only fair this week at 
$20,000, or bit above, with ‘Remark- 
able Andrew’ (first-run) and the 
Richard Himber band, plus Jane 
Pickens and Cliff Nazarro. 

Strand has slowed to a walk on 
the third (current) week of ‘Captains 
of Clouds’ and Blue Barron, looking 
less than $20,000, while ‘Roxie Hart’ 
has also petered out. ‘Hart’ closed at 
the Roxy last night (Tues.), going 
two weeks and six days. For the six 
days, gross was only $24,000, very 
mild. ‘Song of Islands’ was brought 
in last night on a preview (adver- 
tised), with regular run beginning 
this morning (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-95- 
$1.10)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (6th wk). 
Started sixth week yesterday (Tues. ); 
the fifth was $16,000, still good, while 
the prior (4th) stanza was $19,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—"Invaders’ (Col). Slowed 
down Monday (9) after four power- 
ful days up ahead, but still will be on 
the hefty side on the first week at 
close to $40,000. Holds over. Last 
week, second for ‘Eager’ (M-G), 
dropped to under $20,000, mild. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062: 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk). 
Begins holdover today (Wed.), after 
socking through to $24,000 in first 
seven days. ‘What’s Cookin’ (U), in 
ahead, did $8,500, okay. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55)— 
‘Zola’ (WB) (reissue). Doing poorly, 
only about $4,500. Last week, second 
for ‘Gentleman at Heart’ (20th), 
dropped to $5,000, lean. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—Son of Fury’ (20th) and 
‘Joan of Paris "(RKO), both 24 run. 
This pair will eke out fairly good 
$8.800. or better. ‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO) (2d run) got $10,000 last 
week, its second, very nice. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 


99 )\—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), and, on stage, 
Les Brown, plus Connee Boswell, 
others. This show opens today 


(Wed.), succeeding ‘Lady Has Plans 
(Par) and a pit bill including Ina 


Ray Hutton, Joan Edwards and oth- | 


ers, which pulled well at $44,000 on 
the seven days. Up ahead, the sec- 
ond week for ‘Bahama Passage’ and 
Alvino Rey was $42,000, excellent. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and stage 
show (5th wk). Continues very 
steady, this week auguring $80.000 or 
over. Last week (4th) was $86,000. 
Due to its fine staying qualities, 
‘Year’ will be held a sixth round. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘North to the Klondike’ (U) opens 
here today (Wed.). Last week, ‘Our- 
Russian Front’ (Artkino) (4th wk) 
and ‘Mr. Wise Guy’ (Mono) (1st wk), 
was $5,500, light, while prior week, 
when ‘Front’ played with ‘Frisco 
Lil’ (U), take hit $7,000, oke. 

Riveli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—To Be’ (UA). In the winner’s cir- 





cle at an indicated $37,000, good. 
Last week, third for ‘Mr. V’ (UA), 
dipped under $13,000, not so good. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
a Islands’ (20th) and stage- 
show. ng’ was thrown in on a pre- 
view last night (Tues.), regular run 
beginning this morning (Wed.). Final 
six days on third week for ‘Roxie 
Hart’ (20th) was $24,000, weak. The 
second stanza, however, was entirely 
satisfactory at $40,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10) —‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par) and Richard Himber, Jane 
Pickens, Cliff Nazarro in persona. 
‘Andrew’ in here first run, but biz 
only moderate, looking no more than 
about $20,000. Last week, ‘Design 
for Scandal’ (M-G) (2d run), Mischa 
Auer, Golden Gate Quartet, other 
acts, $22,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and 
Blue Barron (3d-final wk). Less 
than $20,000 indicated on the blow- 
off (3d) week, poor. Last week (2d) 
vaulted $30,000, ok. ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB) and the Charlie Spiv 
band open Friday (13). 


Kaye- Screaming’ 
Great $16,500 In 
Mols.; ‘Fury’ 106 


Minneapolis, March 10. 

Considering the tough opposition 
trom Land, income tax payment time, 
and outside attractions, business in 
the local film houses is holding up 
remarkably well. During a six-day 
run the Shriners’ annual indoor cir- 
cus dug into pockets to the record 
extent of $45,000, and now ‘Ice Fol- 
lies of 1942’ is starting where the 
circus left off for a 15-day boxoffice 
blitz that promises to smash through 
to nearly $100,000. 

Sammy Kaye and his band, plus ‘I 
Wake Up Screaming,’ is zooming Or- 
pheum takings; ‘Son of Fury’ has the 
State in the money, and ‘Playmates’ 
will lift the Gopher well into the 
profit column. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) and ‘Close Call 
for Ellery Queen’ (Col), split with 
‘Twilight Trail’ (Par) and ‘Right to 
Heart’ (20th), all dual first-runs. Good 
$2,000 indicated for eight days. Last 
week, ‘No Hands Clock’ (Par) and 
‘North Klondike’ (U), dual first-runs, 
nice $1,500 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)-— 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). Moved here 
from State after big week there. Con- 
tinues to roll and should stretch to 
neat $6,000. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) (3d wk), strong $5,100 
and moved to World. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO). On the mild side at 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th), $5,200, very big. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
Sammy Kaye’s band. Kaye cashing 
in on fine impression made at this 
house last season. Catapulting toward 
tremendous $16,500. Last week, ‘Ba- 
hama Passage’ (Par) and Jan Savitt 
band, very big $16.500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50)—‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th). Power-Tierney 
combo box office bait. Effective ad- 
vertising campaign for film helping 
plenty for good $8,500. Last week, 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). big $10.500. 








Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th). Satisfac- 
tory $2,200 in prospect. Last week, 


‘Died with Boots’ (WB). good $2.600. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
60)—"Green Valley’ (20th). After 
smashing two weeks at State and 
single canto at Century, this prize- 
winning picture is still rolling. May 
reach very big $3.000. Last week, 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) (2d wk), 
poor $1,500. 





‘Fury’-Playmates’ Neat 
$20,000 in Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, March 18. 
Booming wicket biz at RKO Albee, 
flashing ‘Son of Fury’ and ‘Play- 
mates,” as well as at Fabian Fox, 
which has second week of ‘Captains 
“se Clouds’ and ‘Blondie Goes to Col. 
ege.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Playmates’ 
(RKO). Strong combo bringing in 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Pitt Recuperating From Big Blizz; 
‘Purchase $15,500, Kane’ 116, Great 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 

With mid-spring weather follow- 
ing in wake. of worst snowstorm in 
city’s history, Golden Triangie was 
back on the beam again over the 
weekend and heading for favorable 
grosses all along the line. As it 
turned out, things -.-ven’t nearly as 
bad as expected Jast week and takes 
went way above low estimates, re- 
sult of blazing finish after town had 
dug itself out of drifts, which para- 


lyzed traffic completely for two 
days. ; a 
Big noise currently is ‘Citizen 


Kane’ at Fulton, city going in big 
way for picture it has waited nearly 
a year to see. ‘Louisiana Purchase 
is getting a nice play at Penn, 
although booking picture right on 
heels of stage version’s visit isn’t 
the boon it was originally expected 
to be. Only other new attraction, 
‘Shanghai Gesture,’ at Stanley, with 
Bob Chester’s band, will be lucky to 
stay on right side of ledger. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (.,700; 30-55)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Press and 
public alike have been clamoring 
fo- Orson Welles’ first for nearly a 
ear now. Lack of attention in 
earst press isn’t hurting the least. 
Look: like better than $11,000, great 
here. Last week, second of ‘Hellz- 
appopin’ (U), only $3,200 after $9,800 


opener. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). 
Few complaints at $15,500, although 
something a bit better than that was 
looked for in view of show’s enor- 
mous trade at Nixon (legit) and 
added name power on screen (Bob 
Hope). Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ 
(WB), was riding for $20,000 when 
snowstorm broke, but had to be con- 
tent with $16,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)— 
*Woman Year’ (M-G). Moved here 
after fortnight at Penn and single 
week at Warner and geared for a 
regulation figure at this spot, which 
is around $2,500. Last week, ‘Dumbo’ 
(RKO), got $1,900, fc'lowing great 
$15,000 in two weeks at Warner. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk). 
Abbott and Costello comedy got a 
tough break from weather man last 
week, snow costing it a possible new 
house record. As it was, ‘Cowboy’ 
grabbed around $10,000. This week 
should easily do another $7,000 and 
may hold. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
—‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and Bob 
Chester’s band. Picture roundly 
Trapped and Chester hasn't big 
enough rep yet to overcome weak- 
nesses of his screen support. That 
means around $16,500, ordinary. Last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) and Charlie 


Spivak’s band, $16,500, hit by 
weather. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Brought 


from the Penn and getting benefit of 
former house’s natural first week 
irade, which was defiected in the 
wake of the big snow. Looks like 
around $6,500, fine, and at least an- 
other week at the subsequent h.o. 
spot, the Ritz. Last week, ‘Woman 
Year’ (M-G), following fortnight at 
Penn, got $5,000. 


Benny-Lombard $9,000 
In Port.; ‘Dancing’ 66 


Portland, Ore., March 10. 

‘To Be or Not to Be’ at the Broad- 
way is the top new entry this week 
but ‘Ball of Fire’ is not far behind 
though on its second session at the 
Paramount. ‘We Were Dancing’ is 
not cutting many fancy capers at 
the United Artists. ‘Son of Fury’ is 
real money on holdover at the 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—To Be’ (UA) and ‘Bombay 
Clipper’ (U). Strong $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and 
‘Miss Polly’ (UA), second week, solid 
$6,000. 








Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500; 35-40-50) — (Roadshow this 
week). Last week, ‘Woman of Year’ 


(M-G) (3d wk), exceptionally good 
$4,000 for third stanza. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) —‘Scn Fury’ (20th) 
(2d wk) and ‘Confessions Blackie’ 
(Col) (ist wk). Power starrer get- 
ting nice $6,800 on second session. 
Last week, teamed with ‘Obliging 
Young Lady’ (RKO), sturdy, $8,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000: 35-40-50) 
—Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par) (1st wk). 
Holding up in second week for a 
high $7,100. Last week, with ‘Week- 
end Three’ (RKO), tremendous 
$9,700. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘We Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G). Good 
enough $6,000. Last week, ‘Design 
Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Joe Smith, 
American’ (M-G), snappy $7,300. 





vv 


TO BE’ SMASH $15,000 
IN DENVER: ‘EAGER’ 116 


Denver, March 10. 

‘To Be or Not to Be’ coupled with 
‘Castle in the Desert’ is getting big 
money at the Denver while ‘Johnny 
Eager’ and ‘Shut My Big Mouth’ at 
the Orpheum is a distant second. 
Heavy snowfall Friday did not crimp 
grosses much. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Through Night’ (WB), after week at 
Denver. Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Son 
Fury’ (20th), after Denver week, 
trim $4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par). Mild 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Sullivan's Travels’ 
(Par), good $8,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Castle Desert’ 
(20th). Smash $15,000. Last week, 
‘Through Night’ (W>) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB), trim $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Jacks, Jill’ (RKO). Big $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) and 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO), oke $8,800. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) and ‘Shut 
Big Mouth’ (Col). Nice $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Adventures Martin Eden’ 
(Col) and ‘Wise Guy’ (Mono), good 


$6,000 
(Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Son 





Rialto 
Fury’ (20th), after a week at Denver 
‘and Aladdin, and ‘Killed Man’ 
(Mono), Good §2,300. Last week, 
‘Died Boots On’ (WB), after Denver 
and Aladdin weeks, and ‘Melody 
Lane’ (U), satisfactory $2,000. 


CINCY BIZ OFF: 
LIVE OK $6,500 


Cincinnati, March 10. 
Cinema center’s trade is at so-se 
level and several shades under last 
week, which is no surprise to exhibs 
in face of Lent, income tax payments 
and auto tire gloom. Current lineup 
has five new releases, a bit heavy 
for Cincy. Bright spots are ‘Song 
of Islands,’ at Albee, and ‘Danger- 
ously They Live,’ in the Grand. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th). Satisfac- 
tory $12,000. Last week, ‘Woman of 
Year’ (M-G), big $16,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Albee. Great $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Gone with Wind’ (M-G), third 
week of second revival, and 17th 
week of pic’s siay in this theatre, al- 
right $4,000. Scale was 45-55c. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Blue, White and Perfect’-(20th) and 
‘Sing for Supper’ (Col), split with 
“Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) and ‘Law 
Jungle’ (Mono). Average $2,100. 
Ditto last week with ‘Harvard Come’ 
(Col) and ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO), di- 
vided with ‘Enlisted Man’ (Pop) and 
‘Today I Hang’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB). Swell $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ 
(U) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50 )— 
‘Lady for Night’ (Rep). Sad $2.500. 
Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) 
(2d run), okay $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— 
‘Ride “Em Cowboy’ (U). Second 
transfer for third week on front 
row. Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Louis- 
iana Purchase’ (Par), second move- 
over and fourth week. good $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— 
‘We Were Dancing’ (M-G). Slow 
tempo at $8,000. Last week. ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par). rough $7.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-40-50)— 
*‘What’s Cookin’’ (U). Poor $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U), fair 
$5,000. 


‘To Be’, $4,000, ‘Woman’ 
$3,200, Het in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., March 7. 
Front-running grossers this week 
are ‘Woman of Year,’ at Stuart, and 
Carole Lombard’s finale, ‘To Be,’ at 
Varsity. 
Estimates for This Week 











Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20)—‘Arizona Terror’ 
(Rep) and ‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep), 


split with ‘Silver Sage’ (Par) and 
‘Borrowed Hero’ (Mono). Poor $500. 
Last week, ‘Western Mail’ (Mono) 
and ‘Scattergood Pulls Strings’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Nurse’s Secret’ 
DY hd and ‘South Santa Fe’ (Rep), 
itto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
10-20-44)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th). Slim 





$3,000. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner 
(WB), 10 days, good $4,100. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par( (1,- 
236; 10-20-28)—‘South Tahiti’ (U) and 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Probably 
poor $1,000. Last week, ‘Blues Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Riders Purple Sage 
(20th), fair $1,900. 

Stable (Noble-Federer) (986; 10- 
20-28)—‘Cadets Parade’ (Col) and 
‘Ellery Queen’ (Col). Weak $1,200. 
Last week, ‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col) 
and ‘All American Co-ed’ (Col), fair 
$1,300. 

Stuart (J. H .Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-30-44)—"Woman of Year’ (M-G). 
Possible $3,200, nifty. Last week, 
‘Son Fury’ (20th), excellent $3,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,000; 10- 
30-44 )—'To Be or Not’ (UA). Splen- 
did $4,000. Last week, ‘Dangerously 
Live’ (WB), $1,800, poor. 


OMAHA COOLS OFF, BUT 
‘TO BE’ FANCY $11,000 


Omaha, March 10. 

‘To Be or Not to Be’ is a smash at 
the Omaha, and at Orpheum, Jan 
Savitt’s band on stage with Buddy 
Clarke, and ‘Appointment for Love’ 
on screen, will get a nice but not 
particularly big figure for that house. 

Balmy weather changed to rain 
and cold over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-44) 
—To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid’ (UA). Last for Lombard, 
smasii $11,000. Last week, ‘Woman of 
Year’ (M-G) and ‘Never Give 
Sucker’ (U), big $9,300. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—Lady Willing’ (Col) and 
‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB). Swell 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Blues Nighi’ 
(WB) and ‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Princ), 
$3,800, poor. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-40- 
55)—Jan Savitt band and Buddy 
Clarke on stage, ‘Appointment for 
Love’ (U). Good $14,000. Last week, 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘South 
Tahiti’ (U), pretty good $10,000 at 
11-30-44c. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
30-44)—‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), move- 
over from Orpheum and ‘Castle 
Desert’ (20th), first-run. Poor $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Son Fury’ (20th) and 
‘No Hands Clock’ (Par), light $7,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 25-35)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and 
‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Playmates’ (RKO), ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col) and ‘Tanks Coming’ 
(WB). Good $1,000. Last week, ‘Ball 
Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G), 








split with ‘Beast Berlin’ (PRC), 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U) and ‘Swing It 
Soldier’ (U), fair $800. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Code Outlaws’ (Rep), ‘Ball of 
Fire’ (RKO) and ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U), triple split with ‘West of Tomb- 
stone’ (Col), ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) 
and ‘Billy Kid Returns’ (PRC), and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) and 
‘Danger on Wheels’ (U). Nice $1,100. 
Last week, ‘Last Duanes’ (20th), 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA), triple split with ‘Roar- 
ing Frontiers’ (Col), “Take Oath’ 
(PRC) and ‘Raiders of the West’ 
(PRC), and ‘International Lady’ 
(UA) and ‘Date with Falcon’ (RKO), 
light $900. 


‘ROW,’ $7,500, ‘TO BE,’ 
$7,200, BIG IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, March 10. 

Main Street b.o.’s were rolling in 
coin until snowstorm hit yesterday 
(9). Even with freeze, week should 
be one of best this season. 

‘Kings Row’ is surprising town 
with heavy boxoffice draft at War- 
ner’s, and may even top Lombard- 
Benny’s ‘To Be or Not To Be’ at 
Loew’s State, though should be close. 
Malco’s ‘Lady Is Willing’ is pulling. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Terrific exploi- 
tation should account in part for 
probable $7,500, great. Last week, 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$3,600, very good. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800: 10-33-44) 
—‘Lady Willing’ (Col). Dietrich ap- 
pears to be getting over better than 
past efforts. Indicates good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Ride Cowboy’ (U), $7,- 
600, fine. 

State (Loew) (10-33-44)—'To Be’ 
(UA). Lombard presence on screen 
seems to be working both for and 
against feature, some preferring not 
to see and others anxious. Looks 
}for $7,200, big. Last week, ‘Joan 
Paris’ (RKO), $3,000, weak. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10-33-44)— 
“Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G). Rave 
notices plus ad campaign mapped by 
Boyd Fry and Todd Ferguson nudg- 
ing this one to $5,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Woman Year’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
$3,500, okay. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-33) 
—‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Melody Lane’ (U), two 
days; ‘Twilight Trail’ (Par), two 
days. Ought to get good $1,700. Last 
week, “You Belong Me’ (Col) (2d 
run), three days; ‘Bowery Blitz,’ one 
day, and ‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) 
(2d run), three days; $1,300, frail. 














Kane, At Long Last in Philly, Smash 


$17,000; Purchase 
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LOMBARD-BENNY FINE 
$14,000 IN. KANSAS C. 


Kansas City, March 10. 

Carole Lombard-Jack Benny’s ‘To 
Be or Not To Be,’ in at the Midland 
as bill topper, has things more or 
less its own way this week. ‘Fan- 
tasia,’ as dual topper at the Orpheum, 
is also giving a good report. ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ at the Newman is 
proving a J 

Theatres played against. heavy 
competition the end of last week and 
opening days of current week. Po- 
lice indoor circus packed them into 
the arena of the municipal audi- 
torium for five days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beye and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d wk). Current 
$5,000 pleasing, after first week’s 
$10,000 combo. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn Or- 
chid’ (UA). Preceded by plenty of 
notice and going along strongiy for 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Mr. V,’ (UA) 
and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), fairish $7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; T1- 
30-44)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
playing solo and getting average 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ 
(WB), second week, fancy $7,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Jacks and 
Jill’ (RKO). Disney feature long 
awaited and $7,000, more than satis- 
factory, but won’t hold over. Last 
week, ‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Can Buy’ (RKO), mild $5,509. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,100; 11-30)— 
‘Sleepytime Gal’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Judy Canova helps along somewhat 
here and week should hit $6,700, over 
average. Last week, ‘Paris Calling 
(U) and vaude, ditto. 


WOMAN’ HUGE 
$44,500 IN HUB 


Boston, March 10. 

Snowstorm dented film trade here 
Friday (6), but biz perked up over 
weekend. ‘Ride "Em Cowboy,’ hold- 
over, with new stage show topped by 
Woody Herman band at RKO- 
Boston, is up in the ace money, with 
‘Woman of the Year’ at Loew’s Or- 
pheum and State leading the town 
and whamming for a holdover at 
both stands. Fourth week of ‘How 
Green Was My Valley’ is big at the 
Keith Memorial. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d 
wk). with Woody Herman orch on 
stage. Shaping up to okay $22,000. 
Last week, ‘Ride ’Em’ (U) and Dick 
Powell on stage, socko $34,800. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44-55- 
60)—‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par), continued from 
Met. Will hit around $5,500, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) 
and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), con- 
tinued from Met, $8,000, biggest week 
in months, 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-65)—‘Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (UA) (4th wk). 
Flirting with $18,000 and fifth frame. 
Third week garnered $23,400, socko. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 











44-60) — ‘Kings Row’ (WB) and 
‘Melody Lane’ (U). Heading for 
tepid $17,090. Last week, ‘Song 


Islands’ (20th) and ‘No Hands Clock’ 


(Par), $21,000; good. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 


55)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Returns’ (Col). Aiming at 
$26,000, smash. Last week, ‘Johnny 


Fager’ (M-G) and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA), 
holdover, $20,000, socko. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-60)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘No 
Hands Clock’ (Par). Continued from 
Met; around $9,000, satisfactory. Last 


week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Steel Sky’ (WB), continued from 
Met, $13,000, excellent. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55) 
—Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Returned’ (Col). Big $18,500. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Hay Foot’ (UA), second week, 
$15,000, very good. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-35- 
44) — ‘Law Jungle’ (Mono) and 
‘Black Dragon’ (Mono). Around 


$4,500. Last week, ‘Shut My Mouth’ 
(Col) and ‘Man _ Headquarters’ 
(Mono), $5,000. 





Wrap Up Those Feet 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Gene Tierney’s next starrer at 
20th-Fox will be ‘China Girl,’ a mod- 
ern Oriental yarn based on an idea 
by Darryl Zanuck. 

Ben Hecht is working on the script 
with Harold Godsoe as technical ad- 
visor. 





Great $19,000 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase’ are lzading the field by several 
lengths this week, and both look like 
they’ll hang around for a long spell. 
‘Kane,’ in particular, is enjoying 
hefty patronage, finally being un- 
veiled here after almost a year of 
bickering between Warners and 
RKO. 

‘Lady for a Night,’ coupled with 
local debut of Chico Marx band, only 
creating mild boxoffice rippie, while 
holdovers of ‘Ball of Fire’ and ‘Cap- 
tains of the Clouds’ continue profit- 
able. 

‘Purchase’ is first picture getting 
the new two-theatre, day-and-date 
treatment by Warners. Hope starrer 
played the Earle Sunday (8) in addi- 
tion to its regular screening at the 
Fox. Earle, ordinarily closed on the 
Sabbath, will feature the biggest 
grosser of the week—each Sunday. 
First day of this experiment was re- 
ported profitable by Warner execs. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO). Plaving to 
smash trade at $17,000. Last week, 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), poor 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Lady Willing’ (Col) (2d run). Do- 
ing better than expected with okay 
$2,600. Last week, ‘Through Night’ 
(WB), mediocre $2,300 for third run, 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Slough- 
ing off, but still lots of heat with 
$13,000. Initialer last week grossed 
heavy $20,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) Chico Marx 
orch on stage. Only fair $16,000. 
(Figure does not include Sunday 
showing of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
here.) Last week, ‘Kildare Victory’ 
(M-G) with Martha Raye and Clyde 
Lucas band, did better with $19,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Good for 


sock $19,000 for opening sesh. In 
addition, ‘Purchase’ netted husky 
$2,100 at Earle Sunday (8). Last 


week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), wound up 
second week with satisfactory $12,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO) (2d run). Doing 
nice biz, with $4,500 for this trick. 
Last week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), $4,000 
for second run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,226; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Looks like pix of year, with 
bright $5,500 for this chucker. Ini- 
tialer of second run netted clicko 
$7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Having neat flight for round trey 
with okay $11,000. Second trip got 
okay $13,000. ‘To Be or Not to Be’ 
(UA) bows tomorrow (Wed.). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
— Sons of Sea’ (WB). Poor $4,000, 
Last week, ‘Pacific Blackout’ (Par), 


lies - 
UiLLY, 


H.0.5 BEST IN PROV; 
‘CAPTAINS’ 2D $13,500 


Providence, March 10. 
Two holdovers mark this week’s 
bills, with ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
in a big second week at the Majestic, 
and ‘Fantasia’ showing but a slight 
falling off at RKO Albee. ‘Mister V,’ 
at Loew’s, is healthy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and ‘Mexican Spit- 
fire’ (RKO) (2d wk). Paced for good 
$6,200. Last week, nifty $9,200. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 








50)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (2d run). Despite 
third downtown week, still going 
strong for nifty $3,500. Last week, 


‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Sunny Side’ 
(20th) (2d run), good $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Sealed Lips’ (U) and vaude. Nifty 
weekend helping to good $6.500. Last 
week, ‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep) and 
vaude, nice $6,800. 

Majeitic (Fay) (2.200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Jail 
House Blues’ (U) (2d wk). Knock- 
out $16,000 in opening stanza war- 
ranted a holdover, which is heading 
for zowie $13,500. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3.200: 44-55- 
65)—Dick Powell, Ray Kinney or- 
chestra, and ‘Criminals Within’ (Pro). 
Kpocked off fatr $8,500 in three-day 
run. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Mister V’ (UA) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA). 
Strength of Leslie Howard’s name 
carrying this one to good $13.000. 
Last week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (2d. wk), 
zowie $14,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 28-39-503— 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Melody Lane’ 
(U). Not doing too badly and should_ 
end up with fair $6,000. Last week,” 
‘Mr. Bug’ (Par) and ‘Glamour Boy’ 
(Par), ditto. 
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Dancing- Smith’ Reaching for Good 


$14,000 in Frisco 





: Paris Calling’ 96 





San Francisco, March 10. 

Metro has a fleld day this week 
with five releases on the _street— 
‘Vanishing Virginian’ and ‘Yank on 
Burma Road’ at the Paramount, 
‘Woman of the Year’ at the St. Fran- 
cis, ‘We Were Dancing’ and ‘Joe 
Smith’ at the Warfield. Of them all 
‘Woman,’ third-weeker, seems to be 
the most forte. : 

Impact of Lent denting b.o.’s gen- 
erally. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Castle in 
Desert’ (20th) (2d wk). Holdover get- 
ting $10,600. Last (Ist) week felt 
the Lenten pinch, which held the 
take to $17,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-50- 
65)—‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO) 
and Horace Heidt on stage. Getting 
$23,500 not comparable to last week, 
when Tommy Dorsey hypoed ‘Date 
with a Falcon’ (RKO) to smash 
$27,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—Paris Calling’ (U) and 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U). Well sold for 
around $9,000, okay. Last week, 
‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Treat 'Em 
Rough’ (Col) finished with $8,900. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G). Sold 


- equally, with fact Barry Nelson is 


a local boy also noted. Looks like 
$14,000, nice. Last (3d) week, ‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ 
(20th), got okay $9,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—Woman of Year’ (M-G). and 
‘Pacific Blackout’ (24 moveove™wk). 
Still hot for $6,000 after smash $7,- 
500 last week. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Shanghai Gesture’ 
(UA) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Will pick up $5,500. Last (2d) week, 
$7,400. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55 )— 
‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Joe 
Smith’ (M-G). May reach $14,000, 
which will be good. Last (2d) week, 
‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and Ballet 
Russe short, $12,000, good. 


‘Cowboy’ Rides High In 
Seattle, Sock $11,000; 
‘Playmates’ Blah 66 


Seattle, March 10. 

New bills mingle with holdovers 
this week. ‘Ride 'Em Cowboy,’ new 
Abbott-Costello comedy, is easily 
topping the town with a great $11,000 
at Orpheum. ‘Shanghai Gesture’ at 
the Fifth Avenue is next best, while 
‘Playmates’ igs extremely disappoint- 
ing at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Meuse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Johnny Fager’ (M- 
G) and ‘Mr., Mrs. North’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $3,000. Last week, same 
pair grabbed dandy $4,200. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Green Valley’ (20ih) and ‘Belong to 
Me’ (Col). Second run (2d wk), 
nice $3,300. Last week, same films, 
neat $4,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40-58) 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Right 
to Heart’ (20th). Socko $9,700. Last 
week, ‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and 
—ee Victory’ (M-G), good $7,- 
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Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col). Good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) and ‘Call 
Ellery Queen’ (Col), fine $5,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Blue, White, 
Perfect’ (20th) (3d wk). Trim $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO), on 
fourth week, torrid $3,100 for six 
days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par). Riding high to a 
great $11,000, and way ahead of field. 
Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
aes "Em Rough’ (U) (2d wk), big 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
50-58)—‘Frisco Lil’ (U) and ‘Road 
Agent’ (U) plus vaude. Nice $6,500. 
Last week, “Tragedy Midnight’ (Rep) 
and ‘Sing for Supper’ (Col) plus 
vaude, slowed to below expectations 
for $6,300. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—'Playmates’ (RKO) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par), Disappointing week- 
end biz dropping this one to only 
fair $6,500. st week, ‘Son Fury’ 
(20th) and ‘Blue, White, Perfect’ 
(20th) (2d wk), fine $6,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB). After 
two oke stanzas at Orpheum, may 
Stay two weeks here. Big $4,000 
on opening stanza. Last week (23- 
40), with second run of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’ (U) and ‘Married Bachelors’ 
(M-G), juicy $3,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)— Sundown™ (UA) and ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G) (3d run)... Strong 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Started Eve’ (U) 
and ‘South Tahiti? (UJ), svlit with 
Blues Night’ (WB) and ‘Women ip 
War’ (Rep) (3d run), big $3,200. 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
, rere $1,998,700 
(Based on 28 cities, 189 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 


N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Re Os. ch tae sake $1,638,900 


(Based on 25 cities, 172 theatres) 


‘TO BE STRONG 
$13,000 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, March 10. 

Turnstiles are experiencing brisk 
going again this frame, with the 
wickets exhibiting strong draught. 
Andrews Sisters and Johnny Long 
orch, paired with ‘Confirm or Deny,’ 
are shooting sky high at the Buffalo. 
The Marcus show at the Century is 
also rolling along at a stout pace, 
and ‘To Be or Not to Be’ is mount- 
ing to high money mark at Great 
Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th), Johnny 
Long orch and Andrews Sisters on 
stage. Powerful triple bill should top 
sweet $20,000: Last week, ‘Woman of 
Year’ (M-G) and ‘Young America’ 
(20th) (2d wk), nearly $11,000, fine. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; -35-55) 








—To Be’ (Par) and ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid’ (UA). Good oing for 
around gwanky $13,000. st week, 


‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par), not quite as virile 
as expected, but satisfactory $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Young 
America’ (20th) (2d run). Remains 
lively for around $8,000. Last week, 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), $6,000, oke. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Martin Eden’ (Col) and ‘First 
Beau’ (Col). Slightly under par at 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Paris Calling’ 
(U) and ‘Badlands of Dakota’ (U), 
neat $8,700. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000: 30-55) 
— Lady for Night’ (Rep) and A. B. 
Marcus Revue on stage. House seem 
to be hitting fast stride. Indicates 
another fancy $16,000. Last week, 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) and 
Eddy Duchin on stage, ditto. 


‘Scandal’, $16,000, Wow 
In J. C.; ‘Joan’, $10,000 


Jersey City, March 10. 
‘Design for Scandal,’ at Loew’s, and 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ at Stanley, are 
both drawing powerful attendance. 
However, the State’s lead feature, 
‘Joan of Paris,’ is a weak grosser. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory’ (M-G). Looks 
like fine $16,000. Last week, ‘Babes 
Broadway’ (M-G) and ‘Miss Polly’ 
(UA) (2d wk), good $13,500. 
Staniey (WB) (4.500; 30-35-55)— 











‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) and ‘Right 
Heart’ (40th). Expected to earn neat 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Captains Clouds’ 
(WB) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), okay $12,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) and ‘What's 
Cookin’ (U). Probably moderate 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ 
(20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ (20th) (10 
days), great $21,000. 


‘LOUISIANA’ PLUS VAUDE 
GOOD $18,500 IN WASH. 


Washington, March 10. 
Glenn Miller is hottest boxoffice 
item to hit this town in years. At 
Capitol, orch played to 400 more per- 
sons Saturday and 978 more Sunday 


than did Mickey Rooney on his re- 
cent personal. Picture is ‘Joe Smith, 
American,’ and got good notic?s, but 
Miller’s the chief draw. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Joe Smith’ (M-G), plus Glenn 
Miller orch. Latter great draw for 
at least sockeroo $30,000. Last week, 
‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G, plus Earle 
Carrol’s ‘Vanities,’ good $22,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G). First first-run 
house has had in weeks, should hit 
top-notch $7,000. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Day’ (Par) (moveover), 
above average $5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) plus 
vaude. Good enough $18,500. Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (WB), 
plus vaude (2d wk), okay $13,500. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB). Aver- 
age $5,500. Last week, ‘All Through 
Night’ (WB) (moveover), in for 11 
days, profitable $9,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)—‘Son 
Fury’ (20th). Okay $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (3d 
wk), plenty solid $12,500. 


‘Woman’, $21,000, Has 
Heavy Pull in St. L. 


St. Louis, March 10. 

Biz for the deluxers is on the up- 
beat currently, with Loew’s leading 
the field with ‘Woman of the Year. 

Last week biz sagged at the wind- 
up and grosses were less than an- 
ticipated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Woman of Year’ (M-G). Robust 
$21,000 in sight. Third consecutive 
week that house is screening one 








feature and _ shorts. Last week, 
‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) (2d wk), good 
$12,000. 


-Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO). Swell 
$13,500 for this one. Last week, 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Tough 
Come’ (U) (2d wk), nice $9,700. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Telling 
Me’ (U). Should garner neat $11,509. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘What’s Cookin’ (U), good $12,800. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (ist wk) and 
‘Ride Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk). Fine 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Cowboy’ and 
‘Bombay ag (U), good $5,300. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Son ig? 3 (20th) and 
Hickok’ (WB). Not more than $3,000, 
fair. Last week, rough Night 
(WB) and ‘Playmates’ (RKO), $2,500, 
poor, 


‘Wild Bill | 





Ride Em Cowboy’ Smart $26500 In 
L.A.; Eager’ Snappy 2G, ‘Hellz Hot 
$7,000 On 4th Wk.; Captains’ OK In 3d 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
TE ocak i eeoa kee $337,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Ee Py ree $283,100 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


FIRE GREAT 
$30,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, March 10. 
Lent hasn’t been much of a factor 
here this year, with grosses still run- 
ning at a high level in the loop. ‘Ball 


of Fire,’ coupled with ‘North of the 
Klondike,’ is rolling along at a merry 
clip and will rate as hold-over at the 
5,000-seat Fox. 

Also running above average is “The 
Fleet’s In’ and ‘International Lady.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Son Fury’ (20th) and ‘Shut Big 
Mouth’ (Col), Former picture moved 
after two strong weeks at the Fox 
and still good for additional $6,500. ; 
Last week, ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U) and 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) (3d wk), good 

$5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 
65)—Ball Fire’ (RKO) and ‘North 
Klondike’ (U), Great $30,000 and 
probable h.o. Last week, ‘Son Fury’ 
(20th) (2d wk) and ‘Sing Worries 
Away’ (RKO), choice $17,600. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65 )—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘In- 
ternational Lady’ (WB). Nice $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
and ‘Blues Night’ (WB), okay $17,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Bahama Passage’ 
(Par) and ‘Blues Night’ (WB). Pair 
moved after good week at Michigan 
looking for choice $11,000 here. Last 
week, ‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Par) (3d 
wk), and ‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB), 
fair $8,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65 )—‘Johnny Eager’ (M- 
G) and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Sound $7,000, following 
$12,000 last week and $16,000 in first. 














Frisco’s Alien Italians 
But Slightly Affected 


San Francisco, March 10. 

Nine p.m. curfew for Italians and 
other Axis aliens has only slightly 
affected b.o. at the Palace, Golden 
State circulit house in North Beach 
district, according to city manager 
Hal Neides. ‘ 

House has been opening at 5:30 
p.m. for some time, enabling resi- 
dents of the city’s Italo sector to 
catch their films before U. S. war 
curfew. 





of the Year’ (M-G), 


Row’ (WB) are all moving. 


bard-Jack Benny starrer, ‘To Be.’ 


Boston, and an opening of 21G in 





‘Kings Row’ (WB) has played in 


With much of the stronger holdover product of mid- 
season out of the first runs and into the subsequents, 
playing time is easier in the major key spots. 
ings on the newer releases are rolling in fast. 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U), ‘To Be 
or Not To Be’ (UA), ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Kings 
With such a wide range 
of product for selection, public is responding and re- 
ceipts for the week held to prevailing high figures. 

Showmen’s interest was centered on the Carole Lom- 
After a discouraging 
start in Los Angeles several weeks ago when air raid 
scares frightened the boxoffice, the film has caught on 
in most cities where played. At the Chicago theatre 
the figure of $50,000 tor the week is outstanding. It 
did well at the Rivoli, on Broadway, but struck big 
in Denver, smash 15G; excellent $14,000 in Kansas 
City, and same in Cleveland. Omaha, Louisville, Buf- 
falo, Memphis, Portland were all above normal. 

Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn in ‘Woman 
of the Year’ is currently best of the holdovers. 
credit are engagements of three weeks each in Louis- 
ville, Cleveland and Seattle; two weeks in Frisco, Lin- 
coln and Buffalo, a surprising $44,000 in two houses in 


playing its sixth week at the Music Hall, N. Y., equal- 
ling the runs of ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Philadelphia Story.’ 








Book- 
‘Woman 


$38,800. 


geles. 


To its: 
keys. 


St. Louis. It is elsewhere. 


too few spots to 


gauge its accurate boxoffice draw. 
at the Astor, N. Y., and has opened moderately in 
Boston and Louisville and excellently in Memphis. 
A. & C, Repeat Clicks 

With the consistency which has placed then high in 
star ratings, Abbott and Costello are repeating previ- 
ous successes with ‘Ride "Em Cowboy,’ which grosses 
$22,000 on its Boston holdover after a first week of 
It is in its second weék in Pittsburgh, third 
in Cincinnati, and opened big in Seattle and Los An- 


(M-G topped $27,000, two houses, in Los Angeles. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Carole Lombard-Jack Benny Open To Good Biz In Key 
Spots; Abbott-Costello Ridin’ High; ‘Kane’ Opens Big In Pa. 


It is holding over 


Through the boxoffice window: ‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) 
at long last has opened in Pennsylvania. Smash $17,000 
at the Aldine, Philadelphia, and equally big in Pitt. 
‘Captains of the Clouds’ (WB) added $13,000 to an 
opening of $16,000 in Providence. 
My Valley’ (20th) ended run of seven weeks at the 


‘How Green Was 





State-Lake, Chicago, and continues at a smaller house 
in the loop, being followed by ‘Louisiana Purctase’ 
(Par), which is off to a smart start. 
Islands’ (20th) is getting honorable mention in the 
Chaplin’s revival of ‘The Gold Rush’ 
pleased imménsély in Montreal. 
(UA) completing three weeks in Frisco, and good 
“We Were Dancing’ (M-G) held to waltz 
time in Frisco and Portlagd. 
fourth week at the Palace, Chicago. 


(UA) 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ 


‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), 
‘Johnny Eager’ 


‘Song of the | 





Los Angeles, March 10 

Income tax filing week puts a slight 
dent in local wickets with all firste 
runs feeling the effect. Ideal week- 
end weather continues to provide 
theatres with hefty business Friday 
through Sunday with tapering off on 
other days. But everythin: in the 
keys is getting by for okay profit. 

‘Ride "Em Cowboy.’ new Abbott- 
Costello comedy. is catching a smart 
$26,500 at the combined Hillstreet 
and Pantages. ‘Johnny Eager’ is a 
shade better with $27,000 at the State 
and Chinese. Numerous holdovers 
are hitting a fairly good stride, with 
six in the first-rum houses and two 
on continuing runs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75)—"To Be’ (UA) and ‘Night 
Divorce’ (20th) (3d wk). Okay $3,- 
000 as expected. Last week, so-so 
$4,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-75)—Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Mr., Mrs. North’ (M-G). Catching 
heavy weekend play for nice $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘Castle Desert’ (20th), moderate 
$10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800: 33-44-55) 
—Captains Clouds’ (WB) (3d wk), 
Five-day week, profitable $6,800, 
with house swinging back to a Thurs- 
day opening. Last week, satisfactory 
$9,500 for second sesh. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44- 
55)—Mr. V’ (UA) (4th wk). Taper- 
ing slightly to $2,700. Last week 
closed with $3,000. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75 )— 
‘Hellzappoin’ (U) (4th wk). Heading 
for $7,000, elegant profit. Last week, 
solid $7,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 33-44-55) 
—Captains Clouds’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Fair $6,500 for five-day windup of 
third stanza. Last week, trim $9,- 
500 for second stanza. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 33-44-55) 
—Wolf Man’ (U) and ‘Mad Doctor’ 
(U) with vaude. Moderate $9.000, 
Last week, “Tragedy Midnite’ (Rep) 
and ‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U), 
off at $7,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 33-44-55)— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (J) and ‘Almost 
Married’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
still hot numbers here, with first 
stanza heading for a big $11,600. Last 
week, ‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Blondie College’ (Col), wound 
up six days at tepid $5,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44-55) 
—Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and ‘Re- 


markable Andrew’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Struggling on second stanza for 
modest $9,000. Last week, closed 


with good $13,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55)—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and 
‘Almost Married’ (U). Rousing box 
office for downtown stand with*$14,- 
900. Last week, ‘Bedtime Story’ 
(Col) (24 wk) and ‘Blondie College’ 
(Col), six days to light $5,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 33-44- 
55-75)—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Mr., Mrs. North’ (M-G). Strong 
wicket spinning for around $15,500. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘Castle Desert’ (20th), okay $13,600. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
33-44-55)—Roxie Hart’ (20th) an 
‘Castle Desert’ (20th). Not so good 
with less than $3,300. Last week, 


‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Nite Divorce 
(20th), profitable $4,800. 
Vogue (Vogue) (920; 33-44-55)— 


‘Pituri’ (Indie) and ‘Black Dragons’ 
(Mono). Horror show in black at 
$3,200. Last week, ‘Flying Cadets’ 
(U) and ‘Sealed Lips’ (U), poor 
$2,000. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55) 
—Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Castle 
Desert’ (20th). Average $5,000 loom- 
ing. Last week, “Son Fury’ (20th) 
and ‘Gentleman Heart’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Forced to stay second stanza 
on account “To Be’ unavailability, 
light $3,500. 


‘GOLD RUSH’ REISSUE 
BIG $7,000 IN MONT’L 


Montreal, March 10. 

‘Captains .of the Clouds’ is sailing 
along for handsome take in repeat 
week currently, after smash gross 
last week, and will top everythin 
in town again. There are other goo 
grosses in sight for ‘Hellzapoppin,’ 
“Design for Scandal’ and ‘Gold Rush,’ 
making one of the best weeks here 
in some time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
“Hellzapoppin’ (U). Pointing good 
>7,500. Last week, ‘Remember Day’ 
(20th), good $6,500. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) and ‘Jacks 
and Jill’ (RKO). Sighting good $6,- 
000. Last (2d) week, ‘Bahama Pas- 
sage’ (Par) and ‘No Hands Clock’ 
(Par), satisfactory $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 

(Coantinved an noea TR) 
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SHOWMANSHIP SHOWS THE WAY AGAIN! GET RIGHT ca 
ACTION! PLAY IT APRIL 4TH TO 10TH! RIDE IN ON a 
EXCITEMENT! CASH IN ON THE COAST-T0-COAST BALLYHOO! 


i ds April 3. 
1) LIFE ad. Issue April 6, 1942. On stan . 
ns SATURDAY EVENING POST ad. Issue April 4, 1942. On stands April . © 
(3) THE LEATHERNECK MAGAZINE ad. Issue April, 1942. On stands — = 
(4) AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE ad. Issue April, 1942. On stands Mare ‘ 


i i ds late in 
(5) FAN MAGAZINE ad. In May issues of the following magazines which are on stands 
March and early in April: 
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EEN « SCREEN GUIDE « MO 
ROMANCES * MODERN SCR gigi 
se e SILVER SCREEN « SCREENLAND' « ee oe eer 
PICTURE « MOVIE STORY « HOLLYWOOD « MOVIE LIFE » MOVIES ¢ M 


3 


Hy 


| 


! 


: SNe 
TO THE SHORES 
ypu FILL 
. THE wee at % 
0 ye BATTLE: RS ato ee aes 


.. cast gine a 


‘f THE Faery 
STORY OF rig ; 
SOWN MAUREEN RANDOLPH fe 


vip PAYNE O'HARA SCOTT = 


: ew ; 
* MOST ememne sernie.con fF 
Bei, RAMCY RELLY - wutuae Tec « mane ROSENBLOOM 

24 Mowry Mergze« Ldmand WacDonalé« Rersell Wicks - Minas Watsne 


Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
tert Broce Mu mberttene - Memes Pence: Mtline 
+ Seewes Mey by hemes fg « nen Brey by Bowe Rater 
& 20% CENTURY. FON mrctuns 


PE Rae, 











h 11, 1942 





Wednesday, Mare 














Starring 
MAUREEN RAN 


PAYNE- O'HARA SCOTT | 


i NANCY KELLY - WILLIAM TRACY - MAXIE ROSENBLOOM A a) 
ae Wenry Morgan - Edmand MacDonald - Ressall Hicks - Miner Watson ee 
5) Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 


Directed by Bruce Humberstone - Acsecsate Produce: Milton 
Srarting + Serees Play by Lamar Trott - Original Story by Steve Fivker 
A 20th CENTURY-FOX PICTURE 





: a 
a 
, + 
oe 
« Pee: 





Color film 
TT . 
Mone ° © the ‘ 
' nent, ta thi, th hoe Of Things: ” is 
Sahit. i uni One of » 2 
e Sam's ans): Pealiss; 
toughess 'Stie 
t aeph 
ews! 


“SEND US MORE JAPS!” 





i ‘He 


NO ENTERTAINMENT HAS 
EVER EQUALLED a) 
A -_ MOTION PICTURE! 














él 


14 


EXPLOITATION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 11, 1942 





Sabbath Reward for Film Which 
Draws Best Biz the Other 6 Days; 
Defense Workers Also Hypo Late Pix 





vr 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

With many downtown theatres 
playing to turnaway business on 
Sundays, due to six-day shifts at 
defense plants, the Stanley-Warner 
circuit last week took steps to cash 
in. Beginning Sunday (8) and every 
Sunday hereafter, the vaudfilmer 
Earle will be open featuring the 
film which plays to the heaviest pa- 
tronage of the week at the other 
deluxers. 

Initial feature getting the two- 
house treatment is Paramount's 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ which opened 
Friday (6) at the Fox. ‘Purchase’ 
played stimultaneously at both 
houses, at the same price, and both 
shows were well-attended. 


The Earle has ordinarily been 
closed on the Sabbath due to Blue 
Law restrictions against stage shows. 
The Earle policy during the rest of 
the week will remain unchanged— 
a stage show and feature film. 

Another step to get the defense 
worker patronage taken by Warners 
was the changeover of the Center 
into a 24-hour-a-day house, mak- 
ing three never-closers for the cir- 
cuit in midtown. The Center has an 
improved run over the other two 
—Family and Savoy—and is aimed 
to get the better class of stay-out- 
laters. 





Helping Nabes Also 


N-w York City neighborhood film 
theatres, which late last year re- 
ported business running 20-25% be- 
hind the previous year, now concede 
that their boxoffice gradually is im- 
proving. With priorities socking 
many business firms and factories in 
the Greater New York area and lit- 
tle defense spending, such condition 
naturally was reflected strongest in 
nabe operations. The Times Square 
cinemas also hold up well because 
of the vast influx of defense work- 
ers into N. Y. over the weekend. 


Now admitted that defense coin 
is percolating into neighborhood 
areas; also that neighborhood ex- 
hibitors ar€ readjusting their sched- 
ules to fit current conditions. Trend 
has been to stage late night shows 
in order to catch the late workers. 


Workers who head for New Jersey 
and other nearby defense factories 
naturally. are late in returning to 
New York. Past 11 p.m. or mid- 
night performances hence are being 
tried out by RKO and several other 
circuits to attract this class of po- 
tential patrons. 





It’s Too Late For Gobs 
San Francisco, March 10. 


Esquire theatre has discontinued 
its Sunday morning defense-work- 
ers’ swing-shift matinee—by military 
order. 

With more sailors and other serv- 
ice men than defense workers in 
the house, authorities decided the 2 
a.m. closing order should apply to 
theatres as well as bars. 


RKO Sells ‘Kane’ to N. E. 
Indies and Doing Well 


RKO is reported reaping a har- 
vest throughout New England by 
selling ‘Citizen Kane’ to independent 
houses, establishing them as first- 
runs and backing all engagements 
with special campaigns. Company is 
getting percentage dates on the pic- 
ture and accounts playing it, which 
are ordinarily subsequent runs, are 
increasing their prices. 

‘Kane’ became backed up through 
New England as result of failure on 
the part of Loew’s and Warner Bros. 
to buy it following much stalling 
after it was first available. 











Touching Off the Cap 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Gregory Ratoff exploded the start- 
ing signal as director of ‘Strictly 
Dynamite’ at 20th-Fox, with Betty 
Grable, Victor Mature and John 
Payne in the leads. 


Musical picture is being produced 
by William Le Baron, with script 
by Robert Riley Crutcher. 


Such Is Fame, Indeed 





Minneapolis, March 10. 


The fleeting quality of fame 
again is illustrated here by the 
newspaper ads for ‘Playmates.’ 
They play up Kay Kyser and 
specify the presence of Lupe 
Velez, Ginny Simms and Patsy 
Kelly. 

John Barrymore, also in the 
cast, is entirely omitted. 


THEATRES AND OTHERS 
FIGHT N. Y. CUFFO BILL 


Theatre operators have been joined 
by other business leaders in a move 
to have the proposed bill on free ad- 
missions for service men withdrawn 
before it comes up for consideration 
in the New York state legislature. 

Measure suggesting cuffo theatre 
tickets is being attacked as ‘con- 
fiscatory’ and a menace to other 
forms of enterprise if imposed upon 
picture houses. 

Pressure from restaurant, nitery 
and legit operators to have Assem- 
blyman Fred Hammer’s bill with- 
drawn is reported. 

















‘Reap’ 1st Par Pic Into 
Music Hall Since 1936 


Deal has been made by Radio City 
Music Hall, N.Y., for ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind,’ with Cecil B. DeMille said to 
have had a hand in its negotiation. 
Picture, being released by Para- 
mount and to be sold singly rather 
than as part of a block, will go into 
the Hall for Easter week starting 
April 2. As result, N.Y. Par will 
exhibit ‘My Favorite Blonde’ Easter 
week. 

Although the Hall was offered two 
Par films last fall, ‘Reap’ will be the 
first bearing its label to play the 
Hall since 1936. 





Rep’s Femme Shortage 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Republic is hunting a new femme 
lead for its cliffhanger, “The Perils of 
Nyoka,’ sequel to ‘Jungle Girl,’ to 
take the place of Frances Gifford, 
currently under contract at Univer- 
sal and not available for loanout. 
Studio needs not only a femme 
lead but a femme menace for the 
jungle chapter picture. 





Tradeshows 


Wed., March 11 — ‘Sundown 
Jim’ and ‘Lone Star Ranger’ 
(20th), in all exchange cities 
except Dallas, Oklahoma City 
and Minneapolis (where they 
have already been shown). 

Thurs., March 12 — ‘Kid Glove 
Killer’ (M-G), in Albany, Buf- 
falo, Charlotte, Cleveland, 
Dallas, Des Moines, Los An- 
geles, Memphis, New Haven, 
Oklahoma City, Omaha, Salt 
Lake City, San Francisco and 
Washington only, having been 
shown in all other exchanges 
on Tues., March 10 (with the 





exception of Indianapolis, 
where it was shown Wed., 
March 11). 

Fri., March 13 — ‘Rio Rita’ and 
‘Fingers at the Window’ (M- 
G), in all exchange cities. 

Mon., March 16 — ‘Bashful 


Bachelor’ and ‘Tuttles of Ta- 
hiti? (RKO), in all exchange 
cities. 

Tues., March 17 — ‘Scattergood 
Rides High’ and ‘The Mayor of 
44th Street’ (RKO), in all ex- 
change cities. 

Fri, March 20 — ‘Mokey’ (M- 
G), in all exchange cities. 


ALVIN, PITT, REOPENS 
MARCH 27 AS HARRIS 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Old Alvin here, which has been 
closed since roof caved in more than 
16 months ago, will reopen March 27 
as the John P. Harris, after founder 
of chain which operates the house. 
Circuit execs felt need of new name, 
fearing Alvin would be too closely 


associated with roof cave-in, when 
100 patrons miraculously escaped in- 
jury or death and despite fact that 
theatre has been rebuilt completely 
from top to bottom, and held a con- 
test to pick a new tag. Winner re- 
ceived $100 in cash and season pass. 

Harris will again become ace 
downtown house for Harris chain, 
with Senator, which has been play- 
ing Alvin’s piled-up: product for 
nearly year and a half, reverting to 
twin-feature spot and h.o. theatre for 
Harris clicks. 


Joltin’ Jawn Jolted 


Hollywood, March 10. 


John Kimbrough, once an All- 
American footballer and more re- 
cently a film buckaroo, settled his 
screen contract with 20th-Fox and 
went back to Texas. Studio is cut- 
ting down the number of westerns 
for the new season. 

During his short career Kim- 
brough was top-billed in two pic- 
tures, ‘Sundown Jim’ and ‘Lone Star 




















Ranger,’ being tradeshown this week. 





Priorities Crack Dishes as Film 
Giveaways But Cosmetics Get Em 





Milwaukee; March 10. 
With wartime priorities increasing 
the cost of dishes, many of the 
smaller theatre operators in this ter- 
ritory have been casting about for 





|some ersatz giveaway to take their 
|place. Women’s hosiery was tried 
| out in several houses, but was given 
| up because the gals required such a 
| variety of colors and sizes that to 
| Satisfy them a regular department 
|store stock was necessary. Now a 
|new femme appeal has been found in 
cosmetics. 

| Beauty aids were first tried out 
|rather gingerly in a couple houses, 
then began to click and now at least 
| 15 theatres are using them as trade 
| Stimulators. Different items are 
| given to femme adult patrons each 
week—lipstick, rouge, powder, lo- 
tion, cream, skin freshener, founda- 
tion makeup and so on, and do they 
go for it! 

‘There’s nothing to the report that 
dresses will be next in the line of 
giveaways, said Vincent F. De 
Lorenzo, head of the Universal The- 
atre Premium Co., pioneer firm in 
this line, which recently expanded 
its activities by opening a branch in 
Detroit, Mich. ‘We'd run into the 
saine difficulty as with stockings, 
only more so, 

‘Dishes are still the old standby, 
but on account of increased costs 
the lower admission houses can’t af- 





ford them. They had to have some- 
thing less expensive, so hit upon 
cosmetics and are doing all right 
with ’em. Some of the bigger ‘houses, 
too, are finding the beauty aids 
profitable. 

‘Quality dishes are now the big 
thing; no more dime store stuff. 
Mothers and grandmothers, having 
filled their own cupboards, build up 
dish sets for their daughters and 
granddaughters, so we expect this 
business to last as long as girls get 
married and set up housekeeping.’ 





WB’s $100,000 National 
Ad Drive on ‘Kings Row’ 


Warner Bros. yesterday (Tuesday) 
announced that it is launching a 
$100,900 national advertising cam- 
paign on ‘Kings Row,’ currently at 
the Astor, N. Y., on pre-release. It 
will cover magazines, newspapers 
and radio. Magazine space will 
cover Colliers, Liberty, Life, Look, 
Woman’s Home Companion and Good 
Housekeeping, according to Mort 
Blumenstock, eastern ad-publicity 
chief for the company. 

Newspaper coverage is mostly to 
inclu@e important dailies reaching 
some 85,000,000 readers. Radio cov- 
erage will be via spot announce- 
ments. ‘Kings Row’ goes on general 





release April 18. 


Interstate and Denver Reshuffle 
Theatre Staffs; Key City Briefs 





Austin, March 10. 

A reshuffling of local Interstate 
Theatre personnel was affected here 
last week by Louis Novy, Interstate 
city manager. Bill Hellums takes 
over duties as manager of the State 
with Earl Podolnick taking over the 
Capitol. Jeff Wolff named assistant 
to Hellums, while Ed Lumpkin will 
aide Podolnick. 

J. T. Woods to manage the Par- 
amount. Gerald Raines steps from 
manager of the Texas, nabe, to the 
circuit’s No. 3 downtown house, the 
Queen. . 

Francis has been named new skip- 
per of the Texas, while Jimmy Mal- 
lory, formerly a chief of service, has 
been named manager of the Austin. 





Many Assts. Into Service 
Denver, March 10. : 

The armed forces are getting a big 
percentage of Fox Intermountain 
assistant managers. Among those 
enlisting are Phil Mullin, Isis and 
Aladdin, Denver; Don Smith, Chey- 
enne, Wyo.; Don Campbell, North 
Piatte, Neb.; Eddie Easton, Sidney, 
Neb.; Melvin Seton, Longmont, Colo.; 
John Phillips, Cheyenne, Wyo.; and 
M. B. Fletcher, Laramie, Wyo., who 
leaves soon. Virgil Ulrich, owner of 
the Chieftain at Strasburg, Colo., 
has bought the Trail at Deertrail, 
Colo., from Art Goldstein, who is in 
the army, and Harold Kepler, who 
is subject to draft call. 

C. A. Mulock has been made man- 
ager of the Mission at Grand Junc- 
tion, Colo. It’s a J. H. Cooper-Para- 
mount theatre. 

Elwood Voorhees, manager for 
Fox Intermountain theatres in North 
Platte, Neb., reserve officer, has been 
called for duty, and is stationed at 
Ft. Warren, Wyo. He is succeeded 
by A. C. Stalcup of Sidney, Neb.; 
Jack Kramer, assistant at Ft. Collins, 
Colo., gets the Sidney job and Otto 
Bartusch, assistant at the Fox, Sterl- 
ing, goes to Kramer’s post at Fort 
Collins. 

Clyde Anderson moved to Denver 
to manage the Webber, coming from 
the American at Butte, Mont. Both 
are Fox houses. 

Vern Fletcher, Fox Intermountain 
Theatre booker, moves from Denver 
to similar job at Salt Lake City. 
Ned Collins, Delta, Colo., moves into 
Denver for the booker spot. 

Atlas Theatres has reopened the 
Salida, Salida, Colo., closed for some 
weeks due to a fire. 

The Star at Imperial, Neb., owned 
by R. M. Hough, burned to the 
ground. 

Derek Snyder, National Screen 
Service manager, can get abuut on 
crutches following several weeks in 
Denver hospital after breaking a hip. 





Christie’s New Job 


Seattle, March 10. 

Frank X. Christie, former head 
booker for Evergreen and Hamrick- 
Evergreen in Washington and 
Oregon, has resigned, and is now 
film buyer for the organizations. 
He’s gone to L. A. on his first buying 
trip. His successor as booker has not 
been named. He succeeds Al Finke 
of Portland, who is city mgr. for 
Evergreen in the Oregor metropolis. 
Finke has been in ill health and the 
double duties have been too onerous. 

Jerry Ross, emcee at Palomar 
(Sterling), first prexy of the Seattle 
branch AGVA has handed in his 
resignation. He’s too busy with his 
daily chore for the John Danz vaude 
house. His successor not yet selected. 

Edgar Kelley, assistant to Vic 
Gauntlett, adv. mgr. for Hamrick- 
Evergreen now working at the ship- 
yards. Successor unselected. 

Al Rosenfield, supt. of Sterling 
chain, announces Beacon theatre is 
undergoing revamping, including new 
seats. House closes for week starting 
today. This is part of plan to re- 
vamp all the nabors controlled here 
by Sterling. 





L. & J.’s New Ballyhooer 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 16. 

Harold Martin, former Atlanta 
Constitution news staffer, has re- 
signed to join Lucas & Jenkins chain. 
He will establish and direct new ad- 
vertising and promotion department 
for Dixie area, where chain oper- 
ates; also will continue his Sunday 
Constitution column. 

. A. Daniel and partners plan 
950-seater at Elgin, Texas. 

Legion theatre, Cartersville, Ga., 
$25,000 fire damaged. A. L. Cowart, 
Owner-operator, Expected to re- 
build. 

Due to heavy snowstorms and ‘pos- 
sible’ danger from roof cave-ins, fire 
department closed all Asheville the- 
atres for several shows. Houses per- 
mitted to reopen after snow melted. 

F. A. Greene, owner and manager, 
State, Timmonsville, S. C., seriously 
injured when ladder fell as he was 
directing placing of placard adver- 
tising outside house. 

Clover (S. C.) theatre $2,000 fire 
damaged House cleared minus in- 
juries when flames broke out during 
matinee, 

Martin & Thompson’s Wellston. 





Ga., house, recently remodeled and 


reopened, $40,000 fire damaged. Will 
be rebuilt. 

C. J. Goodwin has awarded con- 
tract to rebuild Swan theatre, Bas- 
a La.; cost $30,000. 
| urned Colony, High street, Ports- 
mouth, Va., will be rebuilt, Levine 
Theatre Corp. announces. 





Frank Drumm Moves U 

Frank L. Drumm, for past 12 years 
assistant to Robert Wolff, branch 
manager of the New York exchange 
for RKO, has been appointed assist- 
ant to Bob Mochrie, eastern sales- 
manager, according to announcement 
from Ned E. Depinet, RKO v.p. in 
charge of sales. Harry Gittleson, 
editor of ‘Flash,’ RKO house organ, 
has been appointed assistant to Wal- 
ter Branson, western salesmanager. 
Jack Level, handling trade paper 
publicity, replaces Gittleson as editor 
of ‘Flash.’ 





Stage Mgr. to P. A. Berth 

Boston, March 10. 
Eddie Belski, formerly of front 
house staff of RKO-Boston theatre, 
has succeeded James (‘Red’) King, 
stage manager of that house, who has 
been appointed publicity chief for 
RKO theatres, Boston. 


Matthews to 69th St., Philly 
Philadelphia, March 10. 

Haddon Matthews, manager of the 
Stanley-Warner 69th St., has been 
made manager of the Boyd, spot 
made vacant by the death of Harry 
Torrante. Ray Myers of Uptown was 
moved to 69th St.; Silvert Setron, 
from the Logan to the Uptown, and 
Jack Minsky from the Astor to the 
Uptown. 

Candidates for the award of merit 
drive among S-W managers were an- 
nounced last week. They include: Al 
Reh, Stanley; Al Blumberg, Midway; 
Marty Anisman, Cross Keys; Robert 





Loving, Earl: Herman Comer, 
Capitol; Iz Wiernik, Strand: Ben 
Blumberg, Lan; Charles Moyer, 
Strand, Hanover: Bill Huffman, 


Warner, Reading, and Birk Binnard, 
Lyric, Camden. 

Marty Goldenberg, former man- 
ager of the S-W State, now in charge 
of William Goldman’s Band Box in 
Germantown. 





Rajah Temple’s Respite 
Reading, Pa., March 10. 

Holders of first mortgage cer- 
tificates issued by Rajah Temple, 
Mystic Shriners, owner of Rajah, 
2.200-seater, have agreed to another 
five-year extension of a plan by 
which they get 3% interest on their 
bonds instead of the 54% stipulated, 
the plan aiding the theatre owners to 
get on their feet, financially, after 
hard sledding during the depression. 
The 3% plan has been in effect since 
735. 

In addition to the first mortgage 
bonds outstanding. $122,000, a second 
mortgage of $300,000 rests on the 
property. The theatre is in regular 
operation as a film house, with se- 
lected dates throughout the season 
for concerts and Junior League stage 
shows. 





McGee Switches Houses 
Salt Lake City, March 10. 

Lynwood McGee named successor 
to William Troxler, manager of 
newly renovated Paramount theatre. 
McGee, shifted from the State, re- 
placed there by G. S. Phillips. Both 
the State and the Paramount are 
part of the Lawrence chain, with 
David K. Edwards as general man- 
ager. 





Bannon Takes Over in Cincy 

Cincinnati, March 10. 
Jack Bannon, special home office 
representative for Universal. takes 
over this week as the distributing 
firm’s Cincy manager. He replaces 
Harry Young, who temporarily filled 
the post since eight months ago. when 
Pete Rosian stepped up as district 
manager. Young returns to his for- 
mer salesman’s post in Columbus, O. 





Garfield’s Newest 
Jamestown. N. Y., March 10. 

B. M. Garfiel€ has opened the New 
Garfield theatre in nearby Frewsburg 
following the completion of an ex- 
tensive building vrogram. Owner, 
also a partner in the Randolvh, plans 
the erection of two more houses in 
Chautauqua county in the near fu- 
ture. 





WB Regal First Run 
Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Warners. which controls three the- 
atres in Wilkinsburg, is reverting to 
a former policy whereby the Regal 
hecomes a first-run house along with 
the Rowland. and the State will 
eliminate third-runs for second- 
runs. Regal. managed bv Marty 
Seed. son of WB district sales man- 
ager Harry Seed, and State are both 
upping admissions in the change. 





Ramsey, N. J.. House Sold 
Ramsey theatre, Ramsey N. J., has 
been purchased bv a_ corporation 
headed by Joseph Kannon and 
Samuel Stiefel. Old owners: Arnold 
Amus. Corp., headed by Lester 
Werther. 
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News and Gossip About the Production’ and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 





MUSIC HALL’S 








WRAPPED UP IN THEIR WORK 
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Movie work has its compensations, as these two studio helpers found dur- 
ing filming of the new Veronica Lak 
was no grumblin 
and deposit her 





eke 


from this pair when they were ordered to tie up Veronica 
n a cupboard. Director Robert Tuttle (top right) helned. 


picture, ‘This Gun for Hire.’ There 


Mee 





Smashing Records Becoming Habit: 
2.550 Contracts Inked; Sth 2,000-Wk. 








Paramount has topped its phe- 
nomenal January record for num- 
ber of feature contracts signed in 
a week, according to an announce- 
ment made last week by Neil 
Agnew, sales chief. During the 
week ending Feb. 28, Paramount’s 
sales force inked 2,550 new con- 
tracts; previous one-week high was 
2,476. 

The week was the fifth successive 
one in which better than 2,000 con- 
tracts were signed, Agnew re- 
ported. Gains were reflected in all 
parcels offered to date, including 
“Louisiana Purchase’ and the Hop- 
along Cassidy Westerns. 

With Paramount’s fifth block 
coming up, headed by the Bob 
Hope-Madeleine Carroll starrer ‘My 
Favorite Blonde’ and including the 
Barbara Stanwyck-Joel McCrea- 
Brian Donlevy epic ‘The Great 
Man’s Lady,’ as well as ‘This Gun 
for Hire’ (Veronica Lake-Rebert 
Preston), the stampede market can 
be expected to continue. The trio 
heading the bill of ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ is the same combo marqueed 
for last year’s smash, ‘Union 
Pacific.’ 





‘Fleet’ Tops ‘Zanzibar,’ 
‘Truth’ in Det. Preem 


Weekend business for ‘The Fleet’s 
In’ at the Michigan theatre, De- 
troit, where it opened Friday, 
topped the socko business rung up 
by both ‘Road to Zanzibar’ and 
‘Nothing But the Truth’ in open- 
ing weekends there, it was reported 
today. Ali three pictures played 
without stage shows. 
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| vorite Blonde,’ 











Pix and People 





DAVID LEWIS, 
‘Kings Row’ and ‘All This and 
Heaven Too’ for WB, joins Para 
as associate producer next week. 
* 

BETTY HUTTON, as a result of her 
hit in ‘The Fleet’s In,’ has been 
handed a top role in ‘Thumbs Up,’ 
forthcoming musical. She’s also 
slated for a place in the Mary Mar- 
tin starrer, ‘Happy Go Lucky.’ 


who produced 





* 
SIDNEY LANFIELD, director of | 
‘The Lady Has Plans’ and ‘My Fa- | 
has been signed for | 


another. * 
i ‘STREET OF CHANCE’ has been | 
announced as new title for the 
Burgess Meredith-Claire Trevor | 
thriller formerly dubbed ‘The Black 
Curtain.’ * 





ANN MILLER, whirlwind dancing 
star who bowed in in ‘True to the 
Army,’ has been given a spot in 
‘Priorities of 1942,’ new musical. 

* : 
COLBERT & MacMURRAY, teamed 
last in ‘The Bride Came Home,’ will 
duo again in ‘No Time for Love,’ 
forthcoming Mitch Leisen comedy. 

* 
ROBERT PRESTON, who dons Ma- 
rine uniform:for ‘Wake Island,’ will 
stick with the war to head the cast 
of ‘Sky Over China,’ now in prep- 
aration. 

* 
CHESTER CONKLIN, old-time 
screen comic, has been added to the 
cast of ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 





Patch.’ Fay Bainter title roles. 





DEMILLE SUPER 


OPEN MAR. 


New York Premiere Follows 
Hollywood Bow by One 
Week; Caps Huge 30th 
Anniversary Program 








‘DE MILLE WEEK’ PLANS 





Full speed ahead on plans for ‘De- 
Mille Week,’ both in Hollywood and 
New York was the order of the day 
at Paramount today, following joint 
announcement by Charles M. Reagan, 
Para assistant sales manager, and 
Gus Eyssel, managing director of the 
Radio City Music Hall, that Cecil B. 
DeMille’s Technicolor ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ would be the Easter Week 
show for that showplace theatre. 

‘Reap’ will open at the Music Hall 
March 26, a week ahead of its pre- 
viously scheduled New York open- 
ing. The New York bow comes one 
week after the Hollywood World 
Premiere of the picture. A third gala 
opening has been set for Charleston, 
setting of many ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ scenes, for April 19. 

Board of directors of the AMP/ 
has set up an executive cOmmittee 
to line up details for the special De- 
Mille luncheon which this body will 
sponsor at the Waldorf Astoria to 
honor the master showman during 
his New York visit. Luncheon date 
has been set for March 26. 

Meanwhile, from the West Coast 
additional plans for the huge ‘De- 
Mille Week’ observance preceding 
the opening have been reported. 
Some twenty blocks of Hollywood 
Boulevard will be bannered and will 


present special window displays 
marking DeMille’s thirtieth anni- 
versary as a showman and Para- 


mount’s thirtieth anniversary in the 
industry. 

Foreign press correspondents of 
Hollywood tendered DeMille a lunch- 
eon at the Brown Derby last week. 
Forty-five representatives from Eng- 


land, South America and Europe 
were in attendance, with William 
Mooring of London, foreign press 


dean, presiding. 
Yesterday saw the 


union of old-time screen 


greatest re- 


history of Hollywood, when current 


and former screen ‘greats’ gathered 
| for the Paramount-Cecil B. DeMille 
Thirtieth Anniversary Luncheon in 
the studio’s historic gymnasiuny 
| building. The building was for- 


merly the barn where DeMille filmed 
‘The Squaw Man’; it was ‘his barn- 
studio which establish. i Hollywood 
as the world’s fi'm center. 

Stars of ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ in- 
cluding Ray Miiland, Paulette God- 
dard, John Wayne, Susan Hayward, 
Raymond Massey and Robert Pres- 
ton, acted as hosts to the visiting 
old-time stars. Bob Hope was mas- 
ter cf ceremonies. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ will be trade- 
shown March 18 in New York, Los 
Angeles and Charlotte, Neil Agnew 
has announced. These showings will 
mark the industry’s first look at the 
picture columnists have called ‘De- 
Mille’s greatest,’ and that Paramount 
has designated as its thirtieth anni- 
versary film. 


EASTER “REAP” 





TWO NETWORKS 
TO SEND OFF 
‘FLEET’ 


Paramount will take two na- 
tional networks to give its new 
fun-and-frolic musical ‘The Fleet’s 
In’ a national radio sendoff, it was 
decided first of this week. 

The company will ge on the Blue 
Network March 20, hitting 92 sta- 
tions with a program featuring the 
music of Jimmy Dorsey and his 
vocalists. Dorsey will devote the 
full show—10 to 10:15 p.m., Eastern 
War Time—to the seven hit tunes 
of the picture. 

Mutual Network will get a 
second show the following Friday 
night, reaching 75 stations coast-to- 
coast with a show headlining 
Dorothy Lamour, star of the pic- 
ture, and other principals. Show is 
scheduled for 9:45 to 10 p.m. or 
immediately following the Louis- 
Simon fight. It is expected to draw 
a heavy listening auc ence, 

Paramount has paved the way, at 
an added cost, for exhibitors to cut 
into both shows with their own 
day, date and theatre announce- 
ments, where bookings have been 
set in time. 

‘The Fleet’s In’ opens today for 
its first booking anywhere at the 
New York Paramount. The film 
is considered a real natural for this 
theatre, where Jimmy Dorsey’s 
band is sure to get a big hand, and 
where Gil Lamb and Cass Daley, 
who have important comic roles, 
are old favorites with the stage 
fans. 

Paramount is rounding out its 
radio exploitation of ‘The Fleet’s 
In’ by setting Dorsey platter shows 
on record-playing stations wherever 
possible; field men are planting the 
platters. 

Popularity of the Dorsey band 
and of the picture’s tunes, among 
them ‘Tangerine,’ ‘Arthur Murray 
Taught Me Dancing in a Hurry,’ 
and ‘Not Mine,’ are making this a 
not-too-hard assignment, 

‘The Fleet’s In’ stars Lamour, 
William Holden and Eddie Bracken. 
Headers in the cast that follows are 
Leif Erickson; Betty Jane Rhodes; 
Betty Hutton; Daley and Lamb; 
Lorraine and Rognan; Dorsey’s 
vocalists Bob Eberly and Helen 
O’Connell, and others, 





GRAND LARCENY 














Int nny / the P , the 
only film Diayer own to ve suc- 
ceeded in ling a — from 


Bob Hope. Percy does it ‘My 
Favorite Blonde,’ Hope’s best and 
Percy’s first. 





PAR ORDERS SIX MORE 
FROM PINE & THOMAS 


Paramount has signed a new pro- 
ducing deal with Bill Pine and Bill 
Thomas, calling for six more of 
their action films during the year 
beginning August 1. First film un- 
der the new deal will be ‘Hell Driv- 
ers, an original screen story by 
Maxwell Shane, Richard Arlen and 
Jean Parker will probably co-star. 

The Pine-Thomas combo has been 
making history since its inception 
a year ago. Starting off with 
‘Power Dive,’ ‘Flying Blind,’ and 
‘Forced Landing,’ and continuing 
with “Torpedo Boat’ and the forth- 
coming ‘Wildeat’ and ‘I Live on 
Danger,’ the pair have shown showe 
men’s flair for turning out thrill- 
heavy action dramas. They have 
consistently led their production 
classification in B.O, returns. 








Hope to ‘Face It’ 


Bob Hope has been definitely set 
to take the lead role in Paramount’s 
screen version of the Broadway 
musical comedy hit, ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
purchased recently. Picture will 
roll immediately following ‘Road 
to Morocco,’ currently filming 
Hope-Crosby-Lamour starrer. Her- 





bert and Dorothy Fields will script. 








stars in the | 






































‘They’ve been out here all night; don’t you think we 
ought to tell ’em it’s a movie title?’ 
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British Propaganda Ministry 


Sets Up a Coordinated Film Org 
Which Lowell Mellett May Copy 


Ideas Committee,’ consisting of 
reps of the Ministry of Information’s 
Films Division, screenwriters 
directors, has been recently set up 
in England to bring forth ideas for 
future propaganda pictures. Plans 
worked out may be used either by 


the Government itself for its shorts | 


and special features or be handed to 
regular producers for commerciai | 
release. 

‘Ideas Committee’ is the final step , 
in a well-coordinated and highly- | 
efficient setup, the Films Division of | 
the M. of I., that Britain has evolved 
through 2% years of war for dealing 
with the industry and -making its 
own pictures. It’s an organization | 
that Lowell Meliett’s Office of Gov- | 
ernment Film Coordinator in Wash- | 
ington has been eyeing as a pattern. | 
It’s much mere integrated than any | 
setup in the United States and one | 
that Mellett’s outfit will likely re- 
semble in later stages. Earlier in 
the war in England, as here now, 
there were a number of U. S. agen- 
cies making films and dealing with 
the industry. 

Aside from being the Government 
contact point with the British ver- 
sion of Hollywood, M. of I. Films 
office has five jobs: 


1. Production for all Government 
departments of pix to be released 
through regular film houses. Films 
Division itself produces a seven- 
minute short each week that is 
shown in virtually every theatre in 
the country, although there’s no 
compulsion on exhibs. Somie of these 
are made on contract by commercial 
producers. These are provided free 
to theatres, which are divided into 
geven classifications of about 700 
houses each, according to size and 
type. First week, 700 houses in ‘A’ 
class play the pic, second week the 
prints go to ‘B’ class, etc. In addi- 
tion to the briefies, M. of I. has also 
made some features, such as “Target 
for Tonight’ and ‘Wavell’s 30,000,’ 
which are released through the Kine- 
matograph Renters Society (roughly 
equivalent to the Motion Picture 
Producers and Distributors Associa- 
tion here) at regular rentals. 


2. M. of I. Films setup produces 
and shows’ non-theatrical films 
through its own country-wide organ- 
ization. These pix deal with special- 
ized subjects and background of 
campaigns. Among methods of ex- 
hibition are 100 mobile units, so they 
can reach audiences untouched by 
regular cinemas, as well as special- 








and | 


assignments are rotated among reels 
and product pooled, 

5. M. of L. Films Division cooper- 
ates with producers of features to 


assist them with pix likely to aid | 


the war effort. As soon as war broke 
out, studios naturally tended toward 
subjects dealing with the war or 
with war backgrounds. M. of I. 
Films office became the clearing 
house for requests to shoot in re- 
stricted areas and approves such re- 
quests only when satisfied that the 
script is of definite propaganda 
value. 

Script department also advises on 
scripts of features to obviate later 
revisions made necessary by censor- 
ship. It is also in connection with 
this ‘aid to producers’ section of the 
Films Division that the ‘Ideas Com- 
mittee’ has been set up. It is hoped 
that the ‘Ideas Committee’ will pro- 
vide a valuable liaison between the 
creative side of the industry and the 
M. of I. 


ROSE, HARLEY, 
KANE RETURN 
TO ENGLAND 


ae 


David Rose, Francis L. Harley and 
Robert T. Kane Clippered for Eng- 
land last week from New York. 
Harley is managing director and 
Kane is production ehief for 20th- 
Fox in Great Britain, while Rose is 
managing director for Paramount 
there. Return of Kane indicates that 
20th-Fox will continue quota film- 
making on an extensive scale in Eng- 
land. All three had been in the 
U. S. since early December for 
homeoffice and studio parleys. 

Rose indicated before-he-ieft that 
he hoped to get three quota fea- 
tures made for Par in London dur- 
ing the current season, but that only 
‘Channel Port’ is certain. He would 
not confine the Paramount quota 
film lineup to any number but said 
| that he would produce as many as 
| physically possible. ‘Channel Port,’ 
like ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ already finished 
in England and now on release, 
originally was scheduled for Holly- 








ized groups. They show a women’s 
club, for instance, a program on war- 
time cookery, household salvage and 
child welfare, or another show deal- 


ing with incendiary bombs, firefight- | 


ing and first aid. They gave 20,000 
shows, reaching 5,000,000 people, in 
1941, 

These pix are also available to 
organizations through a central film 
library and, in addition, are ex- 
hibited in regular theatres hired for 
special morning or other 
shows by the M. of L 


All Languages 


3. Films Division takes all suit- 
able films it makes and prepares 
foreign-language editions. An aver- 
age of 160 reels is going out each 
week to 50 territories, by bomber, 
airmail and ships, in Arabic, French 
Portuguese, Spanish, Turkish, 
gian and Dutch. Colonial Film Unit 
has already produced 11 of a special 
type of pic for illiterate African na- 
tives. These are simple in narrative 
and minus all camera tricks. They 
are silent, with a commentary pro- 
vided which local interpreters 
translate into the dialect of the dis- 
trict. 

4. Films Division acts a liaison 
between M. of L and newsreel com- 
panies. 
reels offer widest and quickest cov- 
erage of the country and have the 
organization for distribution of pix 


Per- 


requiring immediate nationwide cir- | 


culation. When the government has 
a short message to get over in 2 
hurry it tacks a one or two-minute 
trailer to the regular newsreel re- 
leases. Censorship is speeded up 
through weekly meetings of the 
Films Division Newsreel Committee, 
newsreels, War Office, Admiralty, 
Air Ministry and other ministries. 
Another Films office subdivision, 
War News Film Committee, also 
meets weekly to coordinate move- 
ment of newsreel lensers. Camera 


off-hour | 


It is fully cognizant that | 


wood production, but was switched 
|to Britain to fill out quota produc- 
| tion sked. ‘Port’ is about the Com- 
mandos: 


MG Joins WB, 20th 
| In Cuban Exhib Peace: 





| Havana, March 10. 
It’s practically all over kere but 
the shouting in the major distribs 


vs. circuit exhibs fracas. Metro last 
week signed with Smith-Valcarce 
after several months’ tug-of-war, 
following on the heels of Warners 
and 20th-Fox deals which were 
signed two weeks ago. Only outfit | 


remaining out is United Artists. 
Feverish activity is noted in ex- 


hibitor circles now that Metro has | 


finally made a deal with the circuit. 
| Everybody is at last able to book a 
large number of pictures which lay 
in the vaults of the majors awai*ing 
first-run arrangements. 

First films to be shown by Metro, 
Fox and Warners will be, respective- 
|ly, ‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ ‘A Yank 
in the RAF’—opening this week at 
|the America—and ‘Footsteps in the 
| Dark,’ according to reports from the 
| circuit. 





| Anti-Nazi Pix Seen 
| Set for Brazil Okay 


| Approval of Warners’ ‘Confessions 
|}of a Nazi Spy’ for exhibition in 
Brazil paves the way for other anti- 
| Nazi pictures being okayed for that 
country. 

It is the first U. S. picture with an 
anti-Axis theme to be accepted in 
Brazil since that country became 
officially anti-Axis, 





UA Only US. Co. Out 


Harmon’s Huddle 





Francis Harmon, executive 
vice-chairman of the War Ac- 
tivities Committee, huddled with 
Lowell Mellett, Government 
Film Coordinator, in Washing- 
ton last week on type of short 
subjects to be made for the Gov- 
ernment. 

While in the capital Harmon 
also completed details for dis- 
tribution of 16 mm. reproduc- 
tions of 20 current productions 
for showing to men in the armed 
forces in combat areas. 


¥ oxes, Fine $3,600, 
Fantasia’ Off at 46, 
‘Eve’ Fair 356, Havana 


Havana, March 10. 

Three top attractions did good 
business here last week, although 
the only one to merit the term ‘out- 
standing’ was the gross garnered by 
‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) at the Fausto. 
The picture was pre-released at the 
America a few weeks ago tO average 
business, but went over expectations 
in the Fausto showing, doing $3,6)0 
for the week, excellent for the house, 

‘Fantasia (RKO) was a disap- 
pointment at the Encanto. At 80c ad- 
mission, twice a day, the Disney 
opus was figured to take in consid- 
erably more than the $4,000 it finally 
got. Conceded to be an artistic tri- 
umph, film got unusual attention 
from critics, but questionable han- 
dling of publicity didn't help it any. 
Now playing a second week but do- 
ing poor business. 

At the America, ‘The Lady Eve’ 
(Par) did a fairish $3,500 in a pre- 
release engagement, one week. Pic- 
ture was given a good sendoff with 
special exploitation stunts. Gross 
fell below expectations. 


‘Money Can Buy’ Nice 
$4,100 in Buenos Aires 


Buenos Aires, March 8. 

Slight improvement at the box- 
office here this week as a result of 
letup in the weather but summer 
heat is still giving them doldrums at 
the picture windows. 

‘All That Money Can Buy’ (RKO) 
did a nice 21,000 pesos (approxi- 
mately $4,100 U. S.), best draw of 
the week. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 24c. 
U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
vallo) (1,400; 2.50 and 2.00 pesos)— 
‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB). Weak 
4,000 pesos. Last week, ‘International 
Squadron’ slightly better 5,000 pesos. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00 and 2.50) 
—Appointment for Love’ (U). Still 
doing nigely in the fourth week with 
10,000 pesos. Third week drew 

















12,000. 
Rex (Cordero, Caballo and Lauta- 
ret) (3,305; 2.50 and 2.00)—‘Men in 


Her Life’ (Col). 
for the second 
| 26,000 the first 
| lumbia pic to g 


Fairish 17,000 pesos 
week after a nice 
stanza, First Co- 
ointo this house after 
year of exclusive Metro, 

Nermandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00 
and 150—‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(RKO). Nice 11,000 on the first week 
of the second run and should go 
awhile, 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti and Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00 and 1.50)—‘Asi Ti Quiero’ 
(Andes Argentine-Made; Pan-Ameri- 
can Distributed). About 5,000 pesos 
for this indie national. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2.50 and 
2.00)—‘All That Money Can Buy’ 
(RKO); 21,000 pesos. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
| (1,863; 2.50 and 2.00). No films be- 
cause of Carnival dances. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00 and 
«.00)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). In all 
| 6,900 pesos on its fifth-final week. 
| Last week did 8,000. 


Pollock Back in London 
After French Interning 














London, Feb. 15. 

Jack Pollock, who used to look 
|after American acts in France, is 
_back in London after 17 months in 
| a French concentration camp. 
| He reports that among show people 
confined there are Julius Marx, for- 
mer Scala, Berlin director; Jacques 
| Haik, who used to own the Rex 
| and Olympia theatres, Paris; Maude 
Williams and the entire English 
troupe of dancers from the Casino 
de Paris. 




















| ‘Need 


awake to the menace of Fascism. 
The ugliest fact of all is that we are 
at this moment actually losing the 
war, with the possible exception of 
Russia, because we were not awak- 
ened earlier 

Many institutions which shape or 
control public opinion may be re- 
sponsible, but I am concerned in 
this writing only with the most ef- 
fective of the channels of communi- 
leation, the motion picture. Radio 
and the press have done good jobs, 
but the human consciousness is not 
so much influenced by what it hears 
or reads as by what it sees in pic- 
torial images which have been dra- 
matized. One movie like ‘One Foot 
in Heaven’ can induce more people 
to attend church than all the ser- 
mons in the Monday morning pa- 
pers. The power of the screen 
places a responsibility upon the 
studio heads which they must dis- 
charge with taste and intelligence 
and foresight. 


Responsible for Morale 


To some large measure they are 
responsible for morale. 

Credit must be given for the few 
pioneer anti-Nazi i pictures 


Continued 











motion 
of the pre-war days, but how can 
we praise the anti-Nazi film of to- 
day which in effect diminishes the 
menace and discounts the nature 
of the Nazis? 

This question trouples the highly 
placed executives in Washington 
with whom I have spoken, It 
troubles the intelligent movie-goer. 
It disturbs more civilian defense 


workers than we realize. It con- 
cerns all of us. 
As a script writer who has 


worked in Hollywood I can under- 
stand how these misinterpretations 
originate, but as one who is honored 
to be associated with this 20th cen- 
tury art form as a Professor of 
Motion Pictures I can not excuse 
them. Neither, for that matter, 
would the intelligent producer want 
to excuse them. I walked out on a 
script-writing career in Hollywood, 
even before my first script based on 
my first book was screened, to study 
in Europe the nature of the Hitler 
menace. We all know today what 
that plague means and how it 
spreads. We know that the Nazis 
are not Keystone Kops. This war 
is no Mack Sennett chase. So why 
make it one on celluloid? 

The basic error, I believe, is in 
using the war indiscriminately as a 
background for all types of films. 
The motion picture has attempted to 
be topical since the early days when 
Darryl Zanuck was brilliantly is- 
suing gangster films almost in com- 
petition to the headlines. Catastro- 
phies may be surefire background, 
but the interest is historical in the 
case of the Chicago fire or the 
Frisco earthquake; pictorial in the 
case of a South Sea typhoon or hur- 
ricane. The Gestapo do not so easily 
lend themselves to that type of back- 
ground, because the menace is real 
and can strike any hour. We can 
ridicule Hitler as a symbol, and 
thereby prove that we are not afraid 
of what he stands for, but we must 
give the Gestapo the respect that we 
would give a rattlesnake. 


The ‘Dumb’ Gestapo 


In one current example we have 
a troupe of poor players who strut 
their brief hour on the Warsaw stage 
and are heard again behind whisk- 
ers and stage uniforms as master 
minds who outwit the [supposedly] 
‘dumb’ Gestapo. A ham Hitler who 
isn’t even convincing to his stage 
|producer is able, however, to fool 
| Hitler’s personal guard. Such pre- 
| posterous scenes, and there are many 
|in the film, jar violently with the 
| bits of excellent comedy. There is 
la need and a place for comedy, but 
| bombed and devastated Warsaw is 
|not the place. To see a comedy di- 
rector traipsing over the corpse of 
Warsaw is a touch indeed. Inasmuch 
as the film is presented as comedy 
the Nazi sequences are doubly in- 
Sidious; the Gestapo chief becomes 
no more harmful than Ford Sterling, 
the Keystone heavy. One expects 
to see bullets explode about the 
dancing feet of our hero. We are 
assured that false hoir and makeup 
will win the war. Dr. Goebbels and 
his staff, working day and night to 
distract us from a total war effort, 
could not hope for a better idea. 

In the past few weeks Americans 
everywhere have been shocked by 
the costs of our complacency. The 
Normandie was demolished, either 
through neglect or sabotage or both, 
at a time when a simple barmaid 
was outwitting on celluloid the best 
brains of the Gestapo in Paris. Ger- 








Bitter War Films 
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man battleships were able to slip 
half-way up the English channel] 
withoui being detected at a time 
when an Oxford archaeologist with 
the aid of whiskers and a pair of 
marbles in his cheeks could walk 
into the Gestapo headquarters in 
Berlin and run them around like 
sheep. Pearl Harbor had been 
caught napping and Singapore col- 
lapsed from  over-confidence—but 
fear not: a Parisian piano player or 
a Broadway Runyonite or a Wash- 
ington stenographer can outwit the 
7estapo any day. One Boy Scout 
is equal to a corps of the Elite 
Guard. 


Disastrous Complacency- 


Hasn't this complacency already 
proven disastrous? We cannot af- 
ford to be smug and superior in the 
face of an enemy who capitalizes on 
our lack of alertness. 

The remedy is really simple. It is 
a question of taste. Slapstick be- 
longs in the backyard where it has 
always been. Keep comedy out of 
the concentration camp. It never 
was there. 

No doubt some legitimate need for 
‘escape’ entertainment exists but 
blood and wine do not mix. We can 
make plenty of satirical fun out of 
the would-be Hitlers in our midst, 
the nightshirt leaders, the peacock 
uniform nuts, the monkey-wrench 
Congressman. Pelley, the profes- 
sional anti-Semite, would be terrific 
in Tecunicolor. We can laugh at 
those fakers, and thereby prevent 
anybody from taking them seriously. 

But when it comes to the real stuff 
we can take a tip from the English 
film, “The Invaders.’ In spite of its 
episodic character, the result of fus- 
ing Canadian documentary back- 
grounds with English studio takes, 
here the Nazi ideology is in dramatic 
conflict with our democratic way of 
life. There is an ironic overtone in 
this story wherein five and less Nazis 
make 11,000,000 Canadians look like 
sleeping beauties by roaming free 
and easy from Hudson Bay to Banff 
and back to Niagara before they are 
caught or shot. 


Whiskers Winning the War 


But before Dunkirk the British 
movies were also winning the war 
with whiskers. An amateur cricket 
player could outbat a professional 
terrorist. It appears, however, that 
Pearl Harbor as a psychological Dun- 
kirk has proven a dud. For a long 
time we called this a phoney war; 
too many still think it remote enough 
to be taken as a sports contest. They 
hope MacArthur will make a touch- 
down. 

We are told that the London stage 
is alive with drama related realistic- 
ally to the war, including satires 
against complacency. The people 
there no longer want to be fooled by 
politicians or playwrights. I sincere- 
ly believe that the same attitude is 
potential here. We Americans don’t 
want to be fooled by Keystone Kops. 
Half-truths are not enough when our 
lives are at stake. The truth may be 
| shocking, but we’re a nation that can 
take it. 

There is talent and technique and 
taste in Hollywood; the military 
films produced on a cost basis are 
evidence that abilities can be used 
effectively. Let the same intelligence 
|apply to the entertainment film. In 
| the final analysis topical backgrounds 
by themselves mean nothing; badly 
produced war films make no money. 

There are countless untold dramas 
in the lives of our civilian defense 
workers, air raid wardens, factory 
hands. Our very lethargy is a drama 
awaiting treatment. For melodrama 
let the G-2 or Naval Intelligence out- 
wit the Gestapo, or vice-versa. Why 
not a surprise scene wherein the 
cocky amateur has his whiskers 
jerked off and is given the spanking 
of his life? 





Black, Arnold Lease 
Wales Theatre, London 


London, Feb. 15. 

George Black, in conjunction with 
Tom Arnold, has leased the Prince 
of Wales theatre from Charles Clore 
and Alfred Esdaile, where he in- 
terds to stage his own and Arnold’s 
musicals. First igs to be Arnold’s 
radio feature, ‘Happidrome.’ Under- 
stood rental is to be $40,000 per an- 
num. 

Deal has caused Esdaile to comb 
West End for another house in 
which to stage his continuous revue 
policy, and it’s understood he is 
dickering with A. E. Abrahams for 
the London Pavilion, which is leased 
by United Artists, with eight more 
years to go. 
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OCKO nex HUSMESS 


—for its first opening, at the 
Michigan Theatre, Detroit. 
Tops “Road te Zanzibar" 
and“Nothing But the Truth’! 


1OTOUS arrrova 


—from all audiences—they roared 
at the big lineup of entertain- 
ers; they clapped plenty for 
Jimmy Dorsey’s solid sending! 


|VERMAGHT SENSATION 


-of the show was Bombshell Betty 
Hutton, who brought down the 
house with “Arthur Murray Taught 
Me Dancing in a Hurry” and other 
numbers among the seven hit tunes! 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 





Hollywood cowpokes, who have spent much of their time driving their |, 


station wagons over small town theatre circuits, are out of gas, Imerally 
and figuratively. Restrictions on rubber slowed down the touring bucka- 
roos and now the threatened rationing of gasoline puts the riders right 
back in their saddles. They can’t gallop around the country on horseback 


and the train schedules in these warlike days prohibit nightly jumps be- 
Public buses are also curtailed by military regula- | 


tween tank towns 
tions and overcrowded by passengers who have given up their motorcars 
Chartered buses are practically non-existent except for the use of workers 
in munitions plants. The touring cowboy will have to use his horse or 


walk. 

Shortages in auto tires and in hunting and fishing equipment are caus- 
ing sports magazine publishers to turn to motion pictures for news and 
entertainment features. In a letter to 20th-Fox, publishers of Hunting 
and Fishing and the National Sportsman, have asked the studio to keep 
the magazines informed about future films of particular interest to men 
whose hobbies are hunting, fishing, sporting dogs, camping and yachting. 
The letter predicted a curtailment of long-distant sporting trips and 
added, ‘we believe this will mean an upswing in film attendance among 
our more than a half-million readers, especially to pictures having an all- 
man or outdoor appeal.’ 





Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, Hearst sheet, followed the usual San Simeon 
line when ‘Citizen Kane’ finally opened in that city last week after WB- 
Loew pool, which bad picture under commitments, agreed to release it 
after delay of several months, whereupon Orson Welles’ click was imme- 
diately picked up by Fulton, a Shea house. Paper accepted only small 
ads from Fulton but didn’t/mention name of film. Copy read: ‘Latest 
newsreel shots of war, cartoon comedy and feature presentation.’ Money 
for layouts Sun-Tele turned down was divided evenly between Pitts- 
burgh’s two other sheets, Post-Gazette and Press. 





The two picture houses in Reykjavik, capital of Iceland and a base for 
American soldiers, sailors and marines, show two-year-old motion pictures, 
so Phil Ault, United Press correspondent, wrote his cousin, a director of 
Girl Scouts in Albany. Ault suggested that the Girl Scouts and others 
send phonograph records of dance tunes, inasmuch as ‘the boys in some 
of the small camps get tired of playing the same old platters over and 
over. Pulp-story magazines would be welcome, although many of the 
American service men, explained Ault, have subscriptions to the popular 
U. S. weeklies. 





Paramount is tangled with wartime difficulties in the filming of ‘Forest 
Rangers,’ much of which will be shot near Santa Cruz, Cal. Company 
will move to location by rail bécause of the rubber shortage. Due to the 
same condition, the rental of trucks and autos for short hauls in the 
vicinity are higk. In addition, Santa Cruz is within the 300-mile limit, 
which means that the studio must send its own extras, many of whom 
are members of the California State Guard and can’t leave the Hollywood 
district without official permission. Location trip may be the last big 
out-of-town jaunt for a long time. 





Metro’s film version of ‘I Married An Angel,’ hit Broadway legiter of 
several years ago, was sent back to the studio for repairs last week after 
a print arrived in New York and was viewed by distribution executives. 
They refused to allow the tradeshowings scheduled for this week. 

Studio, it is understood, will try to avoid major changes and improve 
the film merely by re-editing. Final sequence may also be reshot. Pic- 
ture was produced by Hunt Stromberg and directed by Roy Del Ruth. 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy are starred. 





Realistic monstrosities of modern war have caused RKO to shelve 
‘Gwangi,’ a high-budget mechanical spectacle dealing with prehistoric 
monsters. Only a few human actors were required by the script which 
dealt chiefly with wars of dinosaurs, broftosaurs, ichthyosaurs.and other 
roughnecks of the antediluvian era. Special effects, built thus far, have 
been laid away in mothballs to await a more peaceful time. 


Paramount got a lucky break in sending cameramen up in planes to 
shoot background footage for ‘Forest Rangers’ among the wooded moun- 
tains of Oregon and Washington. Since then the Government has grounded 
civilian planes in those areas. It will be impossible to film scenes like 
that for the duration. 


Letters from the Treasury Dept., Washington, signed by Henry Morgen- | 


thau, Jr., have been sent to all exhibitors, urging them to show the Donald 
Duck short, ‘The New Spirit,’ produced by Walt Disney as a contribution 
to the war effort. 








Tele’s Punctured Romance 


— Continued from page 3 

















think Chairman Fly thinks about | costly total operation forced by FCC 
them. regulation to a minimum of 15 hours 

NBC and CBS consider it unfair | of programming weekly. Essentialiy | 
to have to pay out large sums of | the webs sum up their complaint in 


money on television staff and pryo- 


| the predicament of having to carry, 
grams simply because they are 


in order not to lose out on their mil- 


pioneer licensees while other, later, | lions of investment, a load which 
tardier licensees simply stall for | other licensees can avoid even while 
better times. anticipating and assured equal bene- 
There are two notions concerning | fits later on. 
television. One that it is a natural Estimates of television operations 
for post-war expansion. Therefor | are anybody’s guess. In one recent 
skeleton operations should go on in | year NBC’s outlay was estimated 
order to have an accumulated know- | around $750.000. This might be high 
how. Since they expect to be the | now but probably both NBC and 
principal beneficiaries and leaders CBS jointly spend $1,000,000 an- 


NBC and CBS, under this view of nually at present calculations. 


| 


affairs, must carry the load or risk 
cancellation of their licenses. The 
other view about television is that 
its tying up engineering talent that 
would be more useful to the war 
effort elsewhere. Moreover lack of 
materials because of priorities rules 
out any substantial experimental 
advances for the duration. It's bet- 
ter sense, by this view, to put tele- 
vision in cold storage and start fresh 
later, 


' remotes, 





Phileo Tele Staff Shifts 
Philadelphia, March 10. 

Paul Knight, production manager 
of WPTZ, Philco’s television sta- 
tion, has been upped to program di- 
rector, succeeding Ted Herr. Clar- 
ence Thoman, formerly in charge of 
now is production man- 
ager. ' 

Other changes in the WPTZ per- 
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| sonnel: Robert Johnson, scenic de- 
r Air Raid Instructions _. | Signer to assist Thoman, and Wil- 
Networks do see that some possibie liam Smith, formerly with the Ger- 
wartime uses of television might be | mantown Theatre Guild, as another 


possible, as NBC's tentative sight- | scenic designer. 
casting of instructions to air raid! This is the second reshuffling of 
wardens in New York. But these | the station’s setup in the past two 


are minor and blurred reasons for a/| months. 














| 


the theatres, at no charge, and will 
ibe able to see’ the regular show. 
The first aid will be for any per- 
‘son who may require it, whether a 
patron or if injured on the streets. 
The theatres are cooperating closely 
with police and fire departments. 
Would Assure Coordination 
The purpose of the defense bureau 
is to assure concrete, definite and 
positive coordination between the 
lhundreds of motion picture theatres, 
\legit houses. auditoriums, ballrooms 
‘and other places of indoor amuse- 
|ment throughout the Seattle area, 
for the duration of the emergency. 
The Bureau shall act as a clearing 
house for orders, bulletins and other 
‘information which the defense com- 
i'mission or the armed forces might 
'wish to dispatch immediately to all 
jtheatres. Instructions will also be 
lissued by the bureau as to procedure 
lin blackouts and other emergencies. 
| Clarence R. Innis, attorney, heads 
\the Bureau. J. M. Hone, secretary of 
|Northwest Allied Theatres Assn., is 
lalternate director. The council rep- 
jresenting theatres consists of Bill 
'Hamrick, of Hamrick - Evergreen 
'Theatres; Le Roy Johnson, of Jen- 
lsen-von Herberg, Joe Rosenfield, 
Sterling Chain; Guy F. Navarre, 
inabers; Niel Walton, film distribs; 
Hugh Becket, legit; .Ted Harris, 
ballrooms; Lewis Vitalich, bowling 
alleys, and Basil Gray, union labor. 
The council has, in turn, appointed 
various working committees, to deal 
with publicity, communications, in- 
terior auxiliary lighting, fire drills 
in theatres and ‘everything’ that 
might arise in an actual air raid. 
The Municipal Defense Commis- 
sion has highly praised the theatres 
|for their constructive and liberal 
'plans to tie into the city-wide plan. 
| The local action is taken as a 
model and as soon as fully perfected, 
steps will be taken to extend it 
throughout the state of Washington. 


Continued from page 7 








| 





Cueing an Air Raid 
Cohoes, N. Y., March 10. 
Arrangements have been ade 
with the management of Fabian’s 
new Cohoes theatre to flash a red 
| light on the screen, to notify air raid 
wardens and volunteer firemen and 
policemen, in the audience, to report 
for emergency duty. 
Local defense officials “orked out 
the plan with manager George Seed. 





MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 11) 
‘Captain Clouds’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Away out in front for another big 
gross at $8,500, after smash take $12,- 


000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52)— 
‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) and ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th). Fair $3,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) and 
qantere’s Victory’ (M-G), n.s.h. $3,- 
200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1.100; 30-40-66)— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Pacing for suc- 
culent $7,008 Last week. ‘Give My 
Life’ (Regent) and ‘One Night Paris’ 
(Regent), fair $3,200. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40 ‘Stradivarius’ and “Troika sur la 





| Piste Blanche.’ Average $4,000 in 
|sight. Last week, ‘Barbier de Se- 
ville’ and ‘Les Yeux Noirs,’ fair | 
$4,200. 


BROOKLYN 
(Continued from page 9) 

| healthy $20,000. Last week, ‘Ball of 
| Fire’ (RKO) (2d wk) and ‘Obliging 
| Young Lady’ (RKO), good $15,000. 

| Fex (Fabian) (4,023: 30-40-50-55) 
|—‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB) and 
| ‘Blondie to College’ (Col) (2d wk). 
| Continuing to pack ’em in to tune 
lof attractive $15,000. Last week, 
| first-rate $24,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618: 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA) and ‘Miss 
Polly’ (UA). Strong $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) 
| and ‘Swing it Soldier’ (U), nice $17,- 
| 000. 

Paramount (Fabian) 


(4,126; 30-40- 


| 50-55) —‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Steel Against Sky’ (WB). Good 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Sullivan’s 


Travels’ (Par) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ 
(Par) (2d ws), mild $12,v00. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 j)— 
i‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) and stage 
show with Clyde McCoy’s orch and 
Mischa Auer. Poor $7,000 for four- 
day run. Last week, ‘Man Returned’ 
(Col) and Gene Krupa’s orch for 
similar period, profitable $12,000. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 10. 
‘It Happened in Flatbush’ is new 
tag on ‘Them Lovely Bums‘ at 20th- 


Fox. 

‘The Shadow of Their Wings’ at 
Warners became ‘Wings for the 
| Eagle.’ 

‘Street of Chance’ release handle 
on “The Black Curtain’ at Para- 
mount, 








| Key to Type Abbreviations: 
D—Drama; 








Slackout Order 1FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


' panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 


Variery and the running time of prints are included.) 


Drama; W—Western; 


M—Melodrama; C—-Comedy; CD—Comedy 
RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 


Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time. 











WEEK OF RELEASE—1/16/42 





West of Tombstone (Cob 

Mr, and Mrs, North (M-G) 12 17 
Private Snuffy Smith 2/25 
Pardon My Stripes (Rep) 

Man From Cheyenne (Rep) i 28 
Date With The Falcon (RKO) 
Gentleman at Heart (20th) 1/7 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 
Shangai Gesture (UA) 
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c, Starret-R. Haydon 
G. Allen-W. Post 

E, Kennedy-B. Duncan 
H, Henry-S. Ryan 

R. Rogers-B. Hayes 
G, Sanders-W. Barrie 
C, Romero-C. Landis 
R. Scott-E. Bergner 
G. Tierney-W. Huston 





WEEK OF RELEASE 1/23, 42 


——— 





Cadets on Parade (Col) 

Man From Headquarters (Mono) 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 
Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 
Woman of the Year (M-G) 114 
Cowboy Serenade (Rep) 

Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 
Right to the Heart (28th) 1/14 
North of the Klondike (U) 

Man Who Came to Dinner (WB) 


cD 
Cc 


11/12 


Db 
D 
c 

w 

Cc 

D 


M 
Cc 


9 
12 
66 


I 
71 


12 


F. Bartholomew-¥V. Lydon 
F. Albertson-J. Wooédury 
RK. Russell-W. Pidgeor 

J. MecCrea-V. Lake 

8S. Tracy-K. Hepburn 

G. Autry-S. Burnette 

R. Bolger-A. Shirley 

B. Joyce-C. Wilde 

B. Crawford-L, Chaney 
B. Davis-M. Wooley 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 


A Close Call for Ellery Queen (Col) 3/11 M 


Below the Border (Mono) 2/25 
Yank On the Burma Road (M-G) 


Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 


Son of F (20th) )=61/7 
Treat ’Em ugh (U) 1/14 
Twin Beds 


(U 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 2/11 


w 
1/14 RD 
D 


Zaas 


2SE% 


4 
82 


W. Gargan-M, Lindsay 
B, Jones-T. McCoy 

L. Day-B. Nelson 

J. Carroll-E, O’Brien 
T. Power-G, Tierney 
E. Albert 

G. Brent-J. Bennett 
G. Bennett-B. Cabot 





WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 





Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) 


Valley of the Sun (RKO) 


Young America (20th) 1/7 


Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 
Sons of the Sea (WB) 

The Prime Minister (WB) 

A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) 


9/17 
3/4 


D 
c 
M 
M 


L. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
M, Moreland 

L, Ball-J, Craig 

J. Withers-W. Tracy 
W. Gargan-l, Hervey 
M, Redgrave-V. Hobson 
J. Gielgud-D. Wynwara 
J. Howard-M, Lindsay 





WEEK CF RELEASE 2/12/42 





Our Russian Front (Artkino) 
The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 
Blondie Goes to College (Col) 
Born to Sing (M-G) 1/21 
Western Mail (Mono) 3/4 

Mr. Bug Goes to Town (Par) 
Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 2/4 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) 


Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 


Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 
Lady in Distress (Times) 2/18 
Dangerously They Lived (WB) 


2/18 
2/11 


12/10 


RREn SEC <2av 


40 
93 
74 
82 
54 
81 
82 
69 


66 
64 
62 


(Documentary) 

M. Dietrich-F, MacMurray 
P. Singleton-A. Lake 

V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Tom Keene 

(Cartoon) 

M, Carroll-S, Hayden 

J. Darwell-R,. MacDowell 
J. Mack Brown-F, Knight 
V. McLaglen-E. Lowe 

T. Holt-R. Whitney 

M. Redgrave-S. Gray 

J. Garfield-R. Hussey 








Shut My Big Mouth (Col) 2/25 
Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 
Mr. Wise Guy (Mono) 3/11 
Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 

Roxy Hart (20th) 2/4 

What’s Cookin’’ (U) 2/23 
Brooklyn Orchid (UA) 

Captains of the Clouds (WB 1 21 





MU 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 


> 
M 196 
M 7 
D 93 
D 7 
69 

Cc 
M 113 





J. E. Brown-A, Mara 

R,. Tayor-L. Turner 

East Side Kids 

M. Morgan-P. Henreid 

G. Rogers-A,. Menjou 

G. Jean-Andrews Sis 

M. Woodworth-W. Bendix 


J. Cagney-D. Morgan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 





Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) 
Man Who Returned to Life (Col) 
Rock River Renegades (Mono) 
Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 
The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) 


2/25 
3/4 


2/4 


M 
Ww 
M 
M 


87 
61 


61 


G. Ford-C. Trevor 

J. Howard-L. Fairbanks 
(Rangebusters) 

S. Toler-A. Whelan 
U. Merkei-C. Dodd 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 





Arizona Roundup (Mono) 
The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 
Sing Your Worries Away (RKO) 


1/7 


Ww 


M 
MU 


Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 M 


Ghost of Frankenstein (U) 3/4 
To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 
Bullet Scars (WB) 13/4 

Sleepy Time Gal (Rep) 
Stagecoach Express (Rep) 


ZezoEg 


esesu2 
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Keene 

Goddard-R. Milland 
Lahre-J,. Havoc 
Barri-M. Hughes 

. Chaney-E. Ankers 
Benny-C, Lombard 

. Toomey-A. Longmire 


J. Canova-T. Brown 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 











Lawless Plainsman (Col) w C,. Starrett-K. Hayden 

Man With Two Lives (Mono) 3/il M 67 EK. Norris-E. Lawson 

Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 MU 73° +B. Grable-V. Mature 

Frisce Lil (U) 2/18 M I. Hervey-K. Taylor 

Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) w G. Autry 

Yokel Boy (Rep) Cc A. Dekker-J. Davis 

Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M. Woodworth-J, Rogers 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/19/42 

Canal Zone (Col) M C. Morris-J. Hubbard 

Klondike Victory (Mono) M E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 

Bashful Bachelor (RKO) Cc Lum & Abner 

Raiders of the Range (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 

Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3/11 C 85 H. Fonda-G. Tierney 

Mr. V (UA) 7 9 M 120 L. Howard-M. Morris 

Murder in the Big House (WB) M F. Emerson-N. Johnson 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 





Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) 
Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 
Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 


Remarkable Mr. Kipps (20th) 3/11 


You’re Telling Me (U) 


ot 41-k tte) 


86 


P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 

D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 

R. Rogers-G. Bayes 

J. Cotton-D. Costello 

M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 
H. Herbert-R. Paige 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 





Alias Boston Blackie (Col) 
Fantasia (RKO) 


Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 3/11 


Saboteur (U) 

Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) 
The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 


M 


MU 
M 


M 
D 
D 
M 


72 


146 


C. Morris-A. Mara 
(Disney Cartoon) 

P. Foster-L. Bari 

R. Cummings-P, Lane 
Sabu-J. Calleia 

H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 
R. Middleton-J. Parker 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/5 
Sealed Lips (U) 12/3 
The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 
Land of the Open Range (RKO) 


Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 

We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 

Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 

The Fieets In (Par) 1/21 

Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 


This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/ 
The Courtship of An 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 
Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 
Sundown Jim (20th 3/11 


Seenedddugy 


11 
y Hardy (M-G) 2/11 
3/4 
3/11 


1 
To the Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/u 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 
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RD 


69 


101 


62 


101 
60 


60 
58 


127 


93 
83 
63 


90 
74 
Ti 





C, Landis-G. Montgomery 
F. Morgan-K, Grayson 
W. Gargan-J. Clyde 

W. Beery-M. Main 

T. Holt-R. Whitey 

T. Holt-R. Whitey 

T. Holt-F. Neal 

A, Sheridan-R. Cummings 
N. Shearer-N. Coward 
G. Veidt-A, Ayers 

R. Arlen-J. Parker 


D. Lamour-W. Holden 


N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

A. Rutherford-B. Sterlin 
M. Rooney-A. Rutherfor 
E. Robinson-J, Wyman 

H. Fonda-G. Tierney 

J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
J. Payne-M. O’Hara 

J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
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4 An IMPORTANT Message To the 
| | Theatre Manager About FANTASIA: 




















The opportunity to offer Walt Disney’s FANTASIA to his patrons is an honor rec- 
ognized by every alert and progressive showman. 


To be able tc see and hear this glorious attraction at a theatre’s regular po;ular price 
scale is a privilege that will be recognized and applauded by your entire community. 


FANTASIA is no ordinary motion picture. Its coming to your theatre is an event of 
extraordinary interest and it is hoped that every showman will avail himself to the full of 
the opportunities it presents. 


Unlike most motion pictures FANTASIA has a great plus audience waiting to see it... 
' those hundreds and thousands of alert, educated and prosperous people in every commu- 
nity who are not regular theatregoers but whose patronage is so sorely needed by every 
theatre. These people are your plus audience for FANTASIA. 


FANTASIA stands today perhaps the most widely publicized and discussed picture in 
screen history. Its box office career is well known to you — well into a second year with | 
more than 1,000 performances on Broadway — record road show runs in large cities at 
$2.20 prices — brilliant premieres and engagements thruout the free world, an avalanche 
of acclaim by critics and public. 


FANTASIA is the picture that has earned for Walt Disney the highest tribute in the 
motion picture industry—THE ACADEMY’S IRVING THALBERG AWARD .. . also the 
SPECIAL ACADEMY AWARD for “outstanding contribution to the advancement of the 
use of sound in motion pictures through the production of FANTASIA,” and the SPECIAL 
ACADEMY AWARD to Leopold Stokowski and his associates for their unique achievement 
in the creation of a new form of visualized music—THREE AWARDS IN ALL! 








Both the regular picture audience and the plus audience are ready for your presentation 
of FANTASIA ... both need only to be told of its local engagement. 


In addition to the record publicity that has been given in magazines, wewspapers, col- 
umns, reviews, and on the radio, great bodies of cultural groups thruout the nation have 
been advised by letter and appropriate literature of the national release of FANTASIA. 


Women’s clubs, music clubs and associations, high school and college teachers and other 
influential people in your community, people eager to extend the success of FANTASIA, 
will help you round up this vast new plus audience, if you but give them a chance. 


Therefore we urge every theatre manager, every theatre publicity man, every showman 
who knows the value of good will and public relations to make the most of the opportunity 
that the showing of FANTASIA presents. 


FANTASIA is a picture of Prestige and Profits — get both by going after both those 
vital audiences — the regulars by increased advertising in your newspapers, on the air, on 
billboards, and the plus audience by direct contact with the influential leaders of local 
groups whose memberships can pack to overflowing the largest auditorium in any City, 


raSiA 
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TECHNICOLOR FEATURE 
er _ THE SHOWMAN’S PERFECT 
APRIL 3... EASTER WEEK ATTRACTION! 
Distributed by RKO-Radio Pictures, Ine. 
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LONE STAR KANGER 


(Continued from page 8) 





western star. Handing -him a s1x- 
gun and a ten-gallon hat to carry 
out the exploits called for by the 
hero of Zane Grey’s old nové!, ‘Lone 
Star Ranger,’ has been a mistake. 
As result, this western misses fire 
for al! of its plot and action. 
Kimbrough has 
western for 20th, put the two 
be all, the company has decided. 
Not because Kimbrough doesn’t have 
some he-man background. He has. 
The husky fellow comes from Texas 
and was an All-American on the 
Texas A. & M. eleven. Chances are 
he can put up the type of fight they 
like to film, but, nonetheless, he 
doesn’t look the part. Moreover, his 
odd southern accent is too much on 
the gentle side, and never rin,’s true 
in the interior of a badlands saloon. 


The old Fox company filmed ‘Lone 
Star Ranger’ in 1930. It is still a 
western property that delivers, but 
not with Kimbrough. The plot con- 
cerns successful efforts of a Trvas 
ranger, working alone, to upset the 
well-laid plans of u judge ard a local 
biggie to grab lands as well as stage 
a gold holdup, with killings and at- 
tacks giving it substance. As usual, 
much of the shooting aim is bad. and 
the pub free-for-all in which Kim- 
brough emerges without a scratch 
after cleaning up the joint is a 
laugh in reverse. 


In some respects, also, the direc- 
tion of James Tinling pays little at- 
tention to detail. For instance, after 
Sheila Ryan takes a good soaking 
while en route home, she arrives 
with her early ’80s costume ‘n the 
neatest trim. Also the guy who's 
driving that stagecoach je Xs around 
eon those reins as though te is a 
jitterbug at the Broadway Para- 
mount during a Benny Goodman en- 
fat of hi The wonder is he doesn’t 


made 


wil} 


all off his lc y seat-perch the way 
e swings himself around. 
Kimhrough’s supporting cast, in 
addition to Miss Ryan, who’s ween 
working in regular features also, in- 
viudes George FE. Stone, nathan 
Hale, William Farnum, Truman 
Bradley and Russell Simpson. All 
do satisfacterily, with Stone the 
standout as an insurance agent who 
pals “ov with Kimbrough. Char. 


Heart of the Rio Grande 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Harry 
tion. Stsis Gene Autry; 
Burnette. Fay McKenzie. 
liam Morgan. Screenplay, 
Winston Miller; 


Grey produc- 
features Smiley 
Directed by Wil- 
Lie TTayward, 
based on story by Newlin 





B. Wildes: camera, Harry Newmans: edi- 
tei, Les OCriebeck: musical supervisor, Raoul 
Kraushasr. Reviewe4 {$n projection room, 
N. C., March 6, ’42. Ranning time, 68- MINS. 
AS LA RO i Gene Autry 
aN eee ay Smiley Burnette 
Alice Bennett....... Ccvesece Fay McKenzie 
SED 2M. wes ccntdcouaees Edith Fellows 
Oe eS errr Pierre Watkin 
PN. bis oes ceenioteasesee Joe Strauch, Jr. 
MENG DRUMABAR.. cic ccaceccies William Haade 
TE DRO. nck oceckdeaeeee. Sarah Padden 
SMD, 6 5.65 ie 4.0 00a Gwe 00 thee Jean Porter 
And Jimmy Wakley Trio 
Republic, which for years has 


coined juicy profits from westerns. 
ha~, in this ‘Heart of the Rio Grande’ 
abandoned the simplicity, direct ac- 
tion and vigor that made its earlier 
huss operas so ingratiating and has 
toaded the picture with gobs of need- 
less trimmings. The result ke a 
poinpous, static yarn which will take 
#1) of Gene Autry’s boxoffice draw 


vO #..¢ average profits. It’s too puerile 
tur ...’alt audiences, and too involved 
for excitement-craving moppets. 


Still, on the theory that all we<st- 


erns pay off the modest nut, it’ll 
probably get by. 
Dressed-up story involves a ty- 


covun’s spoiled daughter, who is taken 
to a dude ranch and there reclaimed 
by the healthy outdoors and Autry’s 
good-natured sympathy and wisdom. 
As it turns out. her father is also 
g’alvaged from his sordid {furtune- 
making. a villainous ex-ranch fore- 
man is first chastised and then killed. 
while Autry and a= self-conscious. 
carefully made-up school teacher find 
sappy romance. Script is palpably 
artificial, situations are hackneyed. 
characters are almost satiricallv 
broad, and the whole picture has an 
air of ludicrous sanctimoniousness. 
Autry, who’s not getting any slim- 
mer these days, is still a stiff actor. 


and his numerous vocals only im- 
pede the action. Smiley Burnette’s 
clowning is on the oafish side. and 


Fav McKenzie is stilted as the school- 
marm. As the brat who reforms. 
Edith Fellows brings virtually the 
sole believable note to the film. giv- 
ing a varied performance in a fairly 
good part. However. her posture is 
unattractive. She has one song. 
Other players are varyingly passable. 

In various technical details ‘Heart 
of the Ric Grande’ is faulty. In one 
spot there is a sound of tearing paper 
before the action occurs on ‘he 
screen. In another, the scund of a 
drivir< motor is heard long after the 
girl dviving the truck has stopped 
feeding it the gas and is applying the 
brakes. Such anachronisms as dude 
ranch cowhands carrying guns are 
also evident. There is one definite 

lug for the purchase of defense 

onds. It’s a worthy idea. but ir- 
relevant to the film’s theme. 

One line of dialog is worth men- 
tioning. A character gives a dead- 
pan reading to, ‘This Autry’s quite 
a fella, isn’t he.’ Hobe. 
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MR. WISE GUY 

Monogram release of Sam Katzman pro- 
duction. Stars “The East Side Kids’; fea 
tures Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jordan, Huntz 
Hall, Billy Gilbert, Guinn Williams and 
Gabriel] Dell. Directed by William Nigh. 
i Screenplay by Sam Robins, Marvey Gates 
and Jack Henley from original by Martin 
Mooney; camera, Art Reed; editor Car!) 
Pierson. At Rialto, N. Y., starting March 

i, 1942. Running time 7@ MINS. 
ee eee a Peet Lec Gorcey 
ly j .Bobby Jordai 

DANNY. scccereeeseseeeeseeree b 
SHMPY. cece PPeeTETiTiTT it béneee Huntz Hall 
KnichDy..cccccesesccsssecese:> Billy ‘jilbert 
Manning Png» o ere * we edna Guinn Williams 
Dratle®..cecvecer: cosccecsese warren Hymer 
Chale... ccccscccrsseses: sess Gabriel Dell 
Ann. eeeeserecees oO ‘ay 
BITD. . . pccvecesecers ...Doeuglas Fowley 
SCTUNO. covsceccce Sunshine Morrison 
Peewee... .Davii Gorcey 
| Chalky.... «.--Boliky Stone 
DOTOtMy. cccceccesssececevester== Ann Doran 
Welter. .ccccccccccccessccssces Renny Rubin 
Monogram has reassembled the 


remnants of ‘The Dead-End Kids’ 
(whom it bills “The East-Side Kids’) 
for the umpteenth time and put them 
into one of those reform school 
mellers which seem their perpetual 
desti:.7. It’s no better, ne worse, 


spot in the subsequents as its pre- 
decessors. 

The little rascals—pretiy tiresome 
little rascals by now— are given new 
support in person of Billy Gilbert. 
It’s not much help, however, except 
in one mildly funny sequence with 
Berry Rubin. Otherwise, the tough- 
guy lineup is pretty much standard, 
including Guinn Williams and War- 
ren Hymer, who are probably living 
those roles by now. 

This time the innocent brother of 
one of the kids is about to be exe- 
cuted on a murder rap. Kids them- 
selves are in reform school on ; 
phony charge. They get wind of i 
way to locate the real murderer and 
thus save the innocent trother, 
whereupc 1 they ali bust out and per- 
form sai feat to the acclamation of 
the headmaster of ihe small-fry 
clink. 

Ho-hum Her>. 


Man With Two Lives 


Monogram release of A W. Hackel pro- 
duction. Directed by Phi! Rosen- Story 
and screenplay, Joseph Hoffman; camera, 
| Harry Neumann; editor, Martin G. Cohn; 
assistant director, Al Wood. Previewed in 


projection room, N. Y., March 6, °42. Run- 
ning time, 67 MENS, 

Phillip Bennett...........-- Edward Norris 
Hobart Bennett.......... Frederick Burton 
Lt. Bradley. .ccccccccervecs Addison Richards 
Dr. Claric@...ccccvccecesees: Edward Keane 
Prof. Toller......sesesees.--Hugh Southern 
Louise Hammond.....e«s-- Eieanor Lawson 
Helen Lengel.....csseee:ses Wilma Francis 
}' ginald Bennett..... eaccessscckom Seidel 
Bis IB. cccccccescocscceve @eeese Elliott Sullivan 
HUGO. ..ccccccccvccccsscceess Anthony Warde 
Gimpy...eceee iu died tone oie ea Ernie Adams 
JOGB. voccvsccpececceseccese Kenneth Duncan 





This one will have trouble even in 
the most remote exhibitor situations. 

It’s about a wealthy youth ap- 
parently killed in an auto accident, 
an operation that restores him to life 
through the transfiguration of an 
electrocuted criminal’s soul and the 
adoption of the criminal’s ways by 
the resurrected youth. The payoff 
is that the finale scene shows it all 
to have been 2 nightmare by the 
young socialite during his coma fol- 
lowing the accident. 

What a nightmare! 


TODAY I HANG 


release of Max 


Naka. 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
Alexander-Alfred Stern production. Fea- 
tures Walter Wolf King, Mona Barrie, 
William Farnum. Diréctor, Oliver Drake. 
Stery and adaptation, Oliver Drake and 
George Merrick; editor, Charlies Henkel; 
camera, Eddie Lindin: At New York, 
N. Y., week March 8, '°42. Running time: 
55 MINS 

Barrie 


Mona 


| Martha Courtney...eeos- 
Warden Burke.....- 





Producers turning ot pictures for 
; Producers Releasing Corp. do so on 
| very low budgets. Considering also 
that rentals are proportionately less 
than for film from the majors, ‘To- 
day I Heng’ is a fairly good bet. It 
doesn’t measure up te requirements 
for the better runs, but on_ many 
engagements the picture will serve 
as well as, if not better than, some 
of the ‘B’ product from larger com- 
panies, 


The cast is headed by Walter Wolf 
{used to be Woolf) King, a person- 
able type, and Mona Barrie, whose 
presence helps make the murder 
melodrama a palatable item. Except 
for Miss Barrie there are no women 
of any importance in the cast. 


William Farnum plays a_ benign 
prison warden, while Harry Woods 
and James Craven are partners in 
crime revolving around the disposal 
of a necklace they have come by 
illegally. A very good type as a 
mouthpiece who is not without 
stooping to crime himself is Michael 
Raffetto. Sam Bernard, as a con- 
vict, supplies mild comedy relief. 


The story, written by Oliver Drake 
and George Merrick, has been well 
plotted and constructed, with sus- 
pense expertly sustained. It con- 
cerns the roundabout efforts of Miss 
Barrie and others to clear an inno- 
cént man of a murder conviction. 
Drake, one of the writers on. the 
story, also directed. Char. 





tha., all that have gone before and, 
will slide into the same bottom -dual; 





Current Short Subjects 


(PRINTS IN EXCHANGES) 


(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Porky’s Cafe’ (WB) 7 mins. 
Porky Pig cartoon comedy. 

Leo Reisman and Band (WB) 
10 mins. Novel band short di- 
rected by Jean Negulesco, in- 
cluding vocals and boogie woogie 
piano number. 


‘Jungle Jaunt’ ‘-.XO) 9 mins. 


Sportscope showing small ani 
mals perform. 1g. 
‘This Is Blitz’ (JA) 21 mins 


Second World in Astion subject 
depicting German blitz methods 
and entering conquered lards. 

‘The Arctic Giant’ (Par) 9 
mins. Superman color ca™‘%on. 
Reviewed this issue. 

‘Thrills of the Deep’ (U) 9 
mins. Deep sea fishing junket. 

‘The World We Vant to Live 
in’ (Indie) 17 mins. Detatis ~ev- 
secution of Jewish people in 
Furope and Ame’ reseniing 
a series of expressions from 
Thomas E. Dewey, Al Smith, 
Eddie Cantor and Wendell Will- 
kie, 








TANYA 


(With Songs) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 

Artkino release of Mosfilm Studios (Gre- 
gory Alexandrov) production, directed by 
Alexandrov. Stars Lubov Orlova. Screen- 
Play, V. Ardov; camera, Boris Petrov: score 
and songs, Isaac Dunayevaky: English 
titles, Charles Clement. At Stanley, N. Y., 
March 4, ‘42. Running time, 72 MINS. 
Tanya Morozova, «.....+0....+ Lubov Orlova 
Alexei Lebedev...........Yevgeni Samoilev 
Maria Pronina.....e+se++...Elena Tiapkina 


The Mistress....... ebeovocdes Vera Zhitkova 
Se. CON osc cs cceetkes Rina Zelyonaya 
Taldykin, hotel clerk..... Viadimir Volodin 
Dorokhov, factory director. ..Osip Abdulov 
Zubkov, foremas ....... Nikolai KFonovalov 


Arrafena, an olé weaver. -Ansstasia Zuyeva 
Kiava ye dese Vera Altaiskava 
Pe ee re -oooesee ina FPedtosyuk 
WES. then ka reienssa6ebs da Anna Terekkica 





(In Russian; with English Titles) 

This Russky glorification of the 
proletariat rates as first class morale 
hypo in any language. It is also good 
entertainment, indicating strong b.o. 
in situations where there are inclined 
to be a greater number of Soviet 
sympathizers due to the Soviet’s cur- 
rent victories. 

Theme is based or 3 forthright 
declaration embodied iu one of the 
songs, ‘We have no fear, we recog- 
nize no barriers,’ all the more im- 
pressive for its simplicity and ham- 
mered home via constant but inof- 
fensive repetition. 

Moscow, in this effcrt, has suc- 
ceeded in making the oor working 
girl glamorous. The labor front is 
handled in hero-worship {fashion 
commonly associated with the fight- 
ing front. 

Cinderella yarn is about an illiter- 
ate maid-of-all-work in a Russian 
hamlet who becomes a textile engi- 
neer, is awarded the Lenin medal for 
revolutionizing weaving output and 
wins the young engineer. In process 
of acquiring skill and useful knowl- 
edge the girl undergoes the ugly 
duckling-swan transformation. 

Lubov Orlova comes through with 
an excellent performance in the title 
role, though some of her vocals could 


| be better. Musical score is interest- 


ing, photography good, and support- 
ing cast adequate. Yevgeni Samoi- 


| lov, juve lead, photographs well. 


Pe eee Walter Wolf King | 


eee * William Farnum | 


Henry Courtney..ccccssess:: Harry Woods 
Joseph Rand......+. ecectees--dames Craven | 
Roger Lanning......see...Michael Raffetto 
Slick Pheeney......sccsoes++--5am Bernard 
Detective Johnson...sseoessss: Robert Fiske 
BROWER. coeoccecerscaccescates Paul Scardon 


instructed 
| blinds before turning on the lights, 
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| Miami Screenout . 


ome Ontinued from page 2-—— 








dents had of the sudden order were 
quickly erected signs on the county 
causeway announcing new traffic 
regulations, requiring motorists to 
use dim lights and limiting the speed 
at night to 20 miles per hour in 
crossing between Miami and the 
Beach. 


Guests in beach hotels have been 
to draw their window 


and all unnecessary spotlights used 
in patios, terraces and gardens have 
been doused. 


Canvass of leading hotels shows 
no wholesale exodus of guests as 
result of screenout. . 


Jittery hotel men got a piece of 
good news in this connection from 
defense officials, who surveyed ef- 
fectiveness of screenout from the 
ocean Friday (6) and reported it to 
be a success as far as beach is con- 
cerned. 


It was found, however, that from 
one angle Miami’s Biscayne Boule- 
vard with its myriad neon signs 
stands out like a Christmas tree on 
a darkened lawn. So work is to be 
started darkening the boulevard 
from 10th street to foot of Bayfront 
Park, 


Only one theatre has been af- 
fected so far by the  screenout, 
Wometco’s Surf, which faces the 
ocean, has had to darken its mar- 
quee and all its front lights. 








This Week’s New Shorts 





‘The Argentine Question’ (March 
of Time-RKO; 19 mins.)—With Ar- 
gentina in the news because of its 
neutrality while other Latin-Ameri- 
can countries swung against the Axis 
powers, latest March of Time issue 
carries much agnificance. It is a 
compzehensive and impartial analy- 
sis compiled on this ticklish question 
and projected in surprisingly brisk 
fashion 

Film shows why Argentina was 
hesitant about an out-and-out break 
with the Nazis. In outlining Argen- 
tina’s dilemma, after showing how a 
Chamber of Deputy ‘Dies’ committee 
in that country has exposed and 
routed Nazi organizations, the short 
smartly uses a Spanish narrator (who 
speaks in English with an obvious 
Castillian accent). Picture cites how 
dependent the nation is on Eurencan 
with Argentinians fully cog- 
nizant that after the war they again 
must .depend on such trace for its 
prosperity. Narrator also relates, 
with pictorial evidence, how Argen- 
tina is tied up with European culture 
and art. 

Spanish narrator tells how the 
middle class gradually is becoming 
prominent. He shows that the vast 
surplus of grain and meat products 
presents an economic problem and 
what a sore point the U. S. restric- 
tions on Argentine beef is with the 
country. He also points out the 
strides made in manufacturing and 
selling dairy products. , 

Conclusion cites how President 
Castillo’s failure to go along with 
the anti-Axis group gives Axis agents 
a working base on the American con- 
tinent, while at the same time Ar- 
gentinians recall the fate of other 
nations that appeased Hitler and 
ponder how long their ultra-con- 
servative government will stay 
neutral. 

Victor Jurgens, who went to Ar 
gentina for t?'s siory esp cially. ha» 
compiled a ciinprehensive photo- 
graphic survey. Louis de Rochemont 
rates a bow for his intelligent pro- 
duction job on an obviously tough 
story. Wear. 


‘Chrrchill’s Island’ (UA; 21 mins.). 
This is the first of three two-reel war 
films via UA on “The World in Ac- 
tion,’ and depicts the Battle of Britain 
at its direst moments. It is graphi- 
cally pointed up by Nazi films, inter- 
cepted at Bermuda by U. S. and 
British censors en route to the Ger- 
man Embassy in Washington (before 
Pearl Harbor). Stuart Legg, English 
cameraman who has been in charge 
of a documentary unit for the Cana- 
dian government for the past three 
years, did an excellent editing job, 
inter-splicing the confiscated official 
Nazi blitz films (U-boats, etc.) with 
Britain’s own film record of the de- 
fense of the tight little isle. It’s 
socko war stuff, realistic and punchy 
enough to answer the plea for “Wake 
Up America.’ Future issues in this 
s° ‘ies: “The Battle for Oil,’ “This Is 
ti.e Blitz,’ and there may be “— 

el. 


‘Carnival in Brazil’ (Musical; Par; 
Directed by Leslie Roush; featuring 
Elsie Houston. Jose and Lolita Vega, 
Fernando Alvarez; 10 mins.)—Sock 
Latin-American one-reeler, lacking a 
duli moment. The annual Mardi 
Gras of Brazil is excuse for parading 
Latin-A:nerican artists and atmo- 
sphere, with newsreel shots of actual 
Rio de Janeiro festival trimly dove- 
tailed into production material. 
Singing of Elsie Houston, Brazilian 
soprano, fits nicely into the opening 
sequence while the wild gyrations of 
Jose and Lolita Vega are nearly as 
primitive as some of Brazilian step- 
ping captured (but a mere flash) by 
the newsreel camera. Fernando 
Alvarez supplies change of pace by 
introducing the current South Amer- 
ican carnival anthem, ‘Carolina’ 
Exciting enough to make one want 
to visit Rio at carnival time. An- 
other to Les Roush’s credit. 

Wear. 
‘The Arctic Giant’ (Superman; 
Par; 9 mins.)—Patterned on same 
line as previous releases in series, 
this one gets by in better fashion 
because the ‘man of steel’ is more in 
action and in less closeups. Human 
figures here continue rather awk- 
ward. Fantastic tale of . pre-historic 
monster, found frozen in ice and ac- 
cidentally brought to life calls for 
the usual impossible heroics by 
Superman. Those who appreciate 
the newspaper cartoons will go for 
this in droves; otherwise, entirely for 


juveniles, Wear. 
‘Popular Science No. 4’ (Popular 
Science series; Par; Magnacolor; 


Chicago miniature railroad testing 
ground; New York rose gardens; 
U. S. Army Air Corps photographic 
division in action; 11 mins.)—Strong 
new entry for this series because of 
variet= and worthwhile subjects. 
Miniature railway testing ground 
where safety devices are fried out in 
Chicago Museum of Science includes 
a plug for the Santa Fe’s Super- 
Chief. Largest rose gardens in the 
world at Newark (N. Y.) highlighted 
as the spot where new offsprings of 
many flower stocks are developed 
into new rose creations. Prof. Oakes 
is in for comedy, without evoking 
much laughter. Work of army 


cameramen at Lowry Field tips how 
vital this branch of service is in ob- 
taining data for subsequent bombing 





attacks, shown for an_ effective 
climax. Wear. 
‘The Witness’ (Robert Benchley 


comedy; Par; 9 mins.)—One of those 
droll Robert Benchley efforts. Pokes 
fun at Joe Doakes, the business man 
who advecates moral courage—but 
| only mentally. Doakes (played by 
Benchley) envisions what he would 
do if called before an investigating 
committee. He turns the tables on 
the probers by interrogating them. 
This is what he imagines. he would 
do. But when a survey question- 
asker comes to his home, his wife is 
the one to display mors’ courage. A 
trim boxoffice bet, with the Tench- 
; ley name something for ‘he marquee. 
Wear. 








‘The Sky Princess’ 
Puppetoon; Par; Technicolor; 7% 
mins.)—Musical fantasy based on 
Tschaikowsky’'s ‘Waltz of the Sleep- 
ing Beauty’ tune. For sheer beauty 
of color, setting and sound, repre- 
sents a rare surprise in Pal’s puppet 
group. Less action than usval, but 
the music and backgrounding make 
up for this. Producer has used con- 
summate skill in re-creating an imag- 
inative, old castle with a sleeping 
princess. Battle between the zealous 
witch who guards the beauty and the 
prince calls for remarkable sound 
effects, deftly executed. A smash 
novelty, especially de luxe houses. 

Wear. 


Par Into N. Y.? 


Continued from page 5 


‘would no* be violating that instru- 
int since .. specifically Says: 
‘Nothing herein shall prevent any 

such defendant from acquiring thea- 
tres or interests therein to protect its 
investment or its competitive posi- 
tion or for ordinary purposes of its 
business.’ 

High Paramount officials decline to 
comment with respect to the pos- 
sibility it may invade the N. Y. zone, 
but understood that the company is 
quietly surveying the situation to 
check on theatres that might be 
available_as well as other buildings 
which cd@ld be converted into pic- 
ture houses and likely sites for build- 
ing if the necessary materials could 
be had. No details are known. 

Territory 

Any expansion by Par in N. Y,, 
Brooklyn, L. L, Westchester, etc, 
would probably entail the develop- 
ment of a circuit that would be in 
opposition principally to the 
Skouras-Century chains but not in 
conflict in any way with Loew’s to 
which Par sells all its product first- 
run. 

Century circuit, headed by Fed 
Schwartz, is in strategic locations iu 
Brooklyn and on Long «land, while 
the Skouras organization (outgrowth 
mainly of the old Fox Metropolitan 
chain) operates in N. Y. proper, 
Westchester, northern New Jersey, 
parts of Long Isiand and in such 
lower N. Y.-state towns as Nyack, 
Suffern, Ossining and Haverstraw. 

The area in and around Jersey City 
probably would not interest Par 
since Warners are taking the full Par 
product in that region. Previously 
it had been split between Warners 
and Skouras but since the break with 
the latter WB is taking all of the 
pictures. 

While Par required nerve to openly 
break with Skouras-Century with 
loss of 85 houses for its product, op- 
position independents to whom the 
company is selling are getting much 
more money for Paramount than it 
thought would be the case. Happy 
to get Par away from Skouras-Cen- 
tury, the indies are getting the maxi- 
mum out of the pictures and al- 
though booking them for three or 
four days, are voluntarily extending 
engagements to a week and in some 
instances as far as 10 days. The ex- 
tended time is reportedly going a 
long way toward making up for the 
loss of Skouras-Century. Also, the 
indies are not balking at the terms 
demanded by Par, in view of marked 
improvement in the company’s prod- 
uct this season. 

Some years ago, prior to the Par 
bankruptcy in 1932, the company was 
at loggerheads with Loew’s on a 
franchise deal and started to invade 
Greater N. Y. by building several 
theatres. These included the Para- 
dise, in the Bronx; Kings and Pitkin, 
ee and the Valencia, Jamaica, 


(George Pal 








The theatres were turned over to 
Loew’s when a product peace was 
negotiated and Par since then has 
had no ambitions concerning the 
N. Y. territory, being content to stick 
to its Broadway Par and the Par, 
Brooklyn, latter a part of the War- 
ner-Par-Fabian pool with Si Fabian 
in charge of operation. 
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Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4— 


publicity-advertising employees of ager of the Belmar to manager of 


theatres but also men who are on 
the operating side, such as Roy Smart 
of the Wilby-Kincey circuit at Char- 
lotte; E. E. Whitaker of the Lucas 
& Jenkins orgenization at Atlanta, 
and Hardie Meakin of RKO in Wash- 
ington. 

Other publicity field appointees are 
Larry Cowen, Albany; Frank Hen- 
son, Akron; Harry browning, Joseph 
Long, and Jack Granara, Boston; 
William Brereton Buffalo; Walter 
Kessler, Canton; Bill Hollander, Chi- 
cago; E. V. Dinerman, Cincinnati; Ed’ 
J. Fisher, George Mitchell and Knox 

trachan, Cleveland; Russell Bovim, 
Columbus; Frank Starz, Dallas; Nate 


Wise, Dayton; Dale McFarland, Des | 


Moines; Alice Gorham, Mstroit; Sey- 
mour Morris, Gloversville; Sam Gil- 
man, Harrisburg; Homer McCallom, 
Houston; William Elder, Indianapolis; 
Jerry Sigmond, Kansas City; Thorn- 
ton Sargent, Los Angeles; Sam Mus- 
selman, Louisville; W. L. Crull, Nesh- 
ville; Lou Brown, New Haven; Ted 
Emmerson, Omaha; Everett Callow, 
Philadelphia; James Totman, Pitts- 
burgh; M. M. Mashner, Portland, 
Ore.; Bill Morton, Providence; 
Charles Harris, Rochester; Allen 
Sparrow, Richmond; L. Kaufman, St. 
Louis; Helen Garrity, Salt Lake City; 
Phil Phillips, San Francisco; Vic 
Gauntlett, Seattle; Frank Murphy, 
Syracuse; Ralph Lawler, Toledo; Jim 
Brennan, Trenton; Hardie Meakin, 
Dan Terrell, and Frank LaFaloe, 
‘Washington, and Edgar J. Doob, Wil- 
mington. 





Bob Fouik Joins Army 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Robert Foulk, of the Paramount 
talent department, has enlisted in the 
army. 
Until recently he was en assistant 
director at Warners. 





Edward Arnold, Mark Sandrich 
and Fred Beetson elected directors 
of L. A. United Service Organiza- 
tions. 


Corporal Jason Bernie 


Corporal Jason Bernis, Ben’s boy, 
at Fort Monmouth, N. J., is now a 
sergeant. 

Lieut. Ivan Annenberg, N. Y. Daily 
News circulation executive, in serv- 
ice at Governors Island, emceed a 
farewell shindig at Bill’s Gay ‘90s, 
N. Y., to a fellow officer, a colonel 
retiring from active service. 





Feteing Chas. Albert 
Cleveland, March 10. 

Variety Club is giving a farewell 
dinner Friday (13) for Charles Al- 
bert, its second v.p. and booker for 
Warners, who will be inducted into 
army service in the next fortnight. 
Special surprise program being ar- 
ranged for him by committee con- 
sisting of Eddie Bergman, Moe B. 
Horwitz, Eddie Miller, Bernie Rubin, 

Lew Milder and Nat Fellman. 





It’s a Great Idea, But... 


Boston, March 10. 

A mute for the bugler was the 
farewell gift from Harry McDonald, 
RKO divisional manager, to his press 
agent Jack Granara, who enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps. Granara pub- 
licized the Keith-Memorial and 
RKO-Boston for the past seven 
years. 





Tri-States’ 65 in Service 


Des Moines, March 10. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp. now has 
65 stars on their gigantic service 
banner at home offices. 

Recent personnel changes necessi- 
tated by men going into service are 
as follows: Bill Beckley, formerly in 
Sioux City, comes back to Des 
Moines to manage the Strand and 
Garden. Marvin Graybeal, who has 
been manager of the Roosevelt, be- 
comes manager of the Paramount 
and his successor at the Roosevelt is 
Tony Abramovich, formerly at the 
Strand. 

Ed Smith, formerly at the Garden, 
now manager of the Ingersoll. Max 
Larson, formerly assistant manager 
at the Iowa, now manager of the East 
Town. Rod McCulloch, formerly at 
the Ingersoll is now house manager 
ait the Paramount. 





Pittsburgh Recruits 
Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Jack Blatnick, manager of WB's 
Shadyside theatre, left for the army 
over the weekend and his post has 
been given to Paul Williams, Cam- 
eraphone manager. Al Skeigen 
moves from the New Oakland to the 
Cameraphone, and Kalman Erdecky 
has been upped from assistant man- 


the New Oakland. 

Alphonso Faenza, who has been 
assisting his father, Matteo Faenza, 
owner and operator of theatres in 
Republic and Bentleyville, has left 
for the army. He’s a graduate of 
the Valley Forge Military Academy. 
Another son, Frank Faenza, has 
gone into the business as booker and 
general assistant for his father’s en- 
terprises. 

Stanley Lieberfarb, formerly of 
the PRC exchange, has just been 
promoted from private to sergeant at 
Fort Monroe, Va., where he’s been 
stationed since entering the army. 
Dave Kimimelman’s Par exchange 
bere lost two girls to Cupid last 
week. They were Dorothy Gold- 
stein, secretary to Bill Brooks, 
booker, who became Mrs. Samuel 
Melnick, and Min Gable, cashier, 
who changed her name to Mrs. Bili 
Nixon. 





Sorensen Join. Up 


Salt Lake City, March 10. 
Lou Sorensen, assistant manager of 
the Utah, part of the Intermountain 
theatres chain, enlisted. Charles 
Pincus, manager, at present carrying 
on alone. 





Bergant Reenlists 


Milwaukee. March 10. 

Johnny Bergant, former chief of 
Fox Wisconsin Theatres booking de- 
partment, who was relieved of his 
post, reenlisted in the United States 
Marines, with whom he served in 
World War No. 1, and left Monday 
(9) for active duty. 





Butcher Serves with Navy" 


Washington, March 10. 

Harry C. Butcher, CBS Washing- 
ton vice-president and a Lieutenant 
Commander in the Naval Reserve, is 
on a tour of active duty with the 
Navy Department. Has indefinite 
leave of absence from CBS, 

He started last week. 





He’s Not Kiddin’ 


Detroit, March 10. 

Morton Maius, g.m. of Associated 
Theatres, Inc., enlisted in the U. S. 
Marines here. He had been with 
the chain 12 years. Managers and 
assistants have been going into 
service here so fast that one chain 
head remarked, ‘It only is taking 
two weeks now from usher te mz2n- 
ager.’ 

Another added, ‘And two more 
weeks to be promoted from manager 
to buck private.’ 





Menken Joins Marines 

Farewell party was tossed Arthur 
Menken, Paramount newsreel cam- 
eraman, last Mouday (9) night at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., follow- 
ing his final lecture before entering 
the U. S. Marines. Menken’s lec- 
ture was presented with usual ac- 
companying film, ‘Battle for the Pa- 
cific’ gratis to the Maple Leaf fund 
of the Associated Canadian organ- 
ization. 

Menken recently retired as news- 


reel photographer to go on lecture 
tour, 





Leo Cantor’s 200% 

Leo Cantor, after closing product 
deal which made him the first Uni- 
versal salesman for his branch at 
Pittsburgh to sell his territory 100% 
in the Bill Scully sales drive, walked 
to the nearest Navy recruiting office 
and enlisted. 

His 200% mark resulted when 
Cantor passed his Navy -enlistment 
exam with a perfect 100% record. 





Including a Radio 
Milton Karle, agenting Johnny 
Long Band at Shea’s Buffalo, left 
town Sunday night for the army 
carrying a $200 bonus and a portable 
radio presented to him by the mem- 
bers of the organization. 





Wilby-Kincey Staffer Volunteers 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 10. 

Paul Bellenger, former assistant 
manager Carolina and Palmetto, 
Wilby-Kincey houses here, has vol- 
unteered for army service. First of 
W-K’s local personnel to wear uni- 
form. Indications others will go 
soon, also that usherettes will’ be 
used in some houses. First here is 
Mrs. Kathryn Lancaster at Palmetto, 
former cashier at State. Usherettes 
are being used in several Carolinas 
houses now with draft and enlist- 
ments depleting personnel. 

Imperial, Augusta, Ga., opened in 
1917 with several members of AEF’s 





famed Rainbow Division as first 


guests, celebrating silver jubilee with 
soldiers from nearby Camp Gordon 
among guests and patrons, ‘You're 
in the Army Now’ booked as main 
jubilee film. 





Corp. Fred Stewart Reports 
Bermt- a. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Your cast list of ‘Heart of a City’ 
in Feb. 18 issue lists a ‘Fred Stew- 
art.’ ‘Taint me. 

I’ve been in the army since I was 
drafted February, 1941. Right now 
I'm on special duty as Editor of the 
B.B.C. (Bermuda Base Command) 
News (weekly). Last fall I wrote 
and staged here a very successful 
army show, ‘Gone With the Draft,’ 
and expect to do more when it’s 
warm enough for *%utside perform- 
aces. 

Yo identify me, I've worked for 
Stuart Walker, Theatre Guild, Ac- 
tors Repertory Co., Mercury Thea- 
tre, Greup Theatre, Cape Playhouse 
and Barter Theatre. And I expect 
to go on working in the theatre as 
soon as ‘this show’ is over. 

When ‘Variety’ arrives it’s a Red 
Letter day. It’s the only way to 
keep in touch with Broadway. 
Corp. Fred Stewart. 





Ballyhooer Burge Enlists 


J. C. Burge, exploitation man at- 
tached to Metro’s Oklahoma City 
exchange, has enlisted in the Coast 
Guard. He leaves for the training 
school at New Orleans next Tuesday 
(17). Burge was formerly manager 
of the Empress, Capitol, Midwest 
and Criterion theatres in O. C, 





Many Inte Camp Upten 
Camp Upton, N. Y., March 10. 

Past week has founu a flock of 
former show biz figures passing 
through this induction station for 
the New York area on their way 
into the Army. On this list is Rob- 
ert W. Wilcox, 31, of Rochester, who 
played leading juve roles in B prod- 
uct for Universal and Columbia. 
He’s former husband of actress 
Florence Rice. 

Another recruit is Jack Lenny, 35, 
musicomedy tap dancer of some 
years ago and more recently an 
agent and producer of vaude units. 
He was in ‘Merry-Go-Round’ in 1927 
and ‘Shady Lady’ and ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ in 1933. Drafted at the same 
time was John Barnett, 24, conductor 
of the recently-crganized Brooklyn 
Symphony orch and staff conductor 
of the New York City WPA Music 
Project for three years. He’s to be 
assigned to Pine Camp, N. Y., to or- 
ganize a band there. 

Hollywood stunt man Morris H. 
Blum was another inductee, although 
he’s 49 years old. He came to Upton 
fresh from the RKO lot, where he 
was known profess:onally as George 
Bloom. He was in the cavalry from 
1913 to 1918 and also served in 
Hollywood as a technical adviser. 

Two New York orch leaders are 
also among the recruits. They are 
Ted Duane, 28, who just finished 
lining up a band for Chico Marx. 
He previously had arranged and 
played sax and clarinet for Jan 
Savitt, Tommy Dorsey, Will Brad- 
ley and Larry Clinton. Reuben 
Walter, 36, was inducted after play- 
ing banjo and guitar for Vincent 
Lopez, Freddie Rich and Carl 
Fenton. 

Wallace E. Rooney, 33, former 
Broadway legit player, who recently 
returned from Fort McClellan, Ala., 
where he orgdnized and directed 
entertainment under auspices of the 
Citizens Committee for the Army 
and Navy became a private himself. 
He was last seen on Broadway op- 
posite Ethel Barrymore in ‘Farm of 
Three Echoes’ in 1939-40. 





Father Joins Son 


St. Louis, March 10. 

Walter Kelley, head shipper of the 
RKO exchange here, is resigning 
this week to join his son, Walter, 
Jr., as member of the Marine Corps. 
Kelley saw 23 months of active duty 
in France during the last war and 
enters the ranks as a sergeant. He 
has been with Pathe and RKO for 
the past 15 years. 





Carl Fisher’s Address 


Carl Fisher, former general man- 
ager for George Abbott and Lind- 
say-Crouse, in Signal Corps, Co. A., 
2d Battalion, Frt. Monmouth, N. J. 





HOPING FOR A STAMPEDE 

Hollywood, March 10. 
Gene Autry and the Treasury 
Department ride hand-in-hand and 
voice-to-voice in the current Re- 
public western, ‘Home in Wyoming.’ 
Buckeroo star has obtained per- 
mission to sing ‘Any Bonds Today,’ 





for the first time in a film. 


Pooling to Save Rubber Tires 





body else on other days. 


Hollywood, March 10. « 


Community transportation for studio employees is being mapped 
out, with plenty of road maps, by David G. Garber, studio manager 
at Universal, with the idea of saving rubber. Plan ig to pool all the 
cars owned by the workers and use them in rotation on their way to 
and from work, each car owner collecting the fellow workers in his 
particular district on stipulated days and being collected by some- 
Other studios are awaiting the outcome of 
the system which naturally is complicated with mileage kinks. 

Some of the employees travel long distances to work. 








Theatres Salvaging Old Scrap 
To Beat the Jap in Milwaukee 





And Yet So Far 


eee 


Hollywood, March 10. 

‘Halfway to Shanghai’ goes less 
than halfway in costs for studio 
seis. 

Aside from one outdoor shot 
of an Oriental railway station, 
the action is confined to three 
compartments of a sleeper and 
one scene in the diner, all on the 
Universal lot. 


MARCH BLOWS UP 12 
NEW PICTURES AT PAR 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Month of March means 12 starters 
on the production line at Paramount, 
with six slated to go before the 
lenses this week and eight winding 
up in the editing rooms. 

Prominent among the March 
starters are ‘Wake Island, ‘Happy Go 
Lucky,’ ‘Merton of the Movies,’ ‘The 
Major and the Minor,’ ‘Wrecking 
Crew’ and ‘Silver Queen.’ 











Kilroe Gifts His Tammany 
Collection to Alma Mater 


Edwin P. Kilroe, v.p. and general 
counsel for 20th-Fox in New York, 
has presented to the Columbia Uni- 
versity library his collection of docu- 
ments, badges, handbills and a 
myriad of other items relating to 
Tammany, the New York political or- 
ganization. Unique collection is said 
to contain some 5,000 items, many of 
them providing the only available 
way for historians to study Tam- 
many, which dates back into the 
1700's. 

Kilroe was graduated from Co- 
lumbia shortly after turn of the cen- 
tury. 





VEILLER KEEPS HIS $7,500 


Selwyn Denied Right in Fee from 
Loew’s, Inc, 








Bayard Veiller, author of ‘Within 
the Law,’ was winner in a $7,500 
action against him by Selwyn & Co., 
Inec., when Federal Judge Samuel F. 
Rifkind in N.Y. dismissed the com- 
plaint. The court held that although 
Selwyn owned the rights to the play, 
having been assigned them by Veil- 
ler, the author had received com- 
pensation from Loew’s, Inc., to 
which plaintiff had no right. 


In 1914 Veiller assigned all rights, 
including renewal, to Selwyn, The 
latter sold the film rights to Vita- 
graph and these rights were subse- 
quently sold to Loew’s. In _ 1939 
Loew paid Veiller $7,500 for ariy 
rights he might have in the play, 
but Selwyn claimed this money be- 
longed to it. The court ruled that 
Loew’s had simply purchased pro- 
tection, and that Veiller had no 
rights to sell but received $7,500 for 
the sale of nothing. Selwyn was no 
more entitled to receive this money 
that Loew’s saw fit to pay for in- 
surance, than they would have to 
receive money from Veiller had he 
been assigned to do the screenplay, 
the court ruled. All Selwyn won 
was a decree holding it to be the 
owner of the renewal copyright. 





Soldier Re-Broadcasts 


Cleveland, March 10. 


WGAR is sending its regular Mon- 
day Jack Paar comedy scripts to 
Jack Giel, Clevelander in the Second 
Armored Division at Ft. Benning, 
Ga., where the programs are put on 
as part of the Fort’s entertainment 
program. . 

Giel, in charge of the Fort’s enter- 
tainment, emcee’s with a fellow sol- 





dier taking the straight man part. 








Milwaukee, March 10. 
Under the caption ‘Ship Your 
Scrap and Beat the Jap,’ bulletins 
went out this week to every theatre 


operator in Wisconsin, explaining a 
salvage campaign that only a few 
days was just an idea, but which 
gathered such immediate momentum 
that it has become an all industry 
project. A suggestion made in a 
meeting in the offices of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Protective Associa- 
tion of Wisconsin and Upper Michi- 
gan developed almost over night into 
an enthusiastic movement. in which 
indies, chains and exchanges all have 
joined in their most spontaneous 
wartime effort to date. 

. vactically every theatre has thou- 
sands of pounds of valuable salvage 
in its storerooms, basements and in- 
numerable cubby holes—old motors, 
machine parts, signs, fans, belts, wire, 
rubber mats, carpets and hundreds 
of other items. All this material has 
been discarded from time to time as 
new equipment was installed; there 
was no profitable market for it, and 
it was too good to throw away; there 
it lays. 

Now it is all going to be gathered 
up for the war effort. Each exhib 
will get his junk together and ad- 
vice Harry Perlewitz, head of the 
indie office here, when it will be 
ready for pickup. Film Service 
trucks on their light trips through 
the state will gather up the stuff 
and bring it into Milwaukee where 
Charles W. Trampe, of Monogram 
Pictures, has provided storage space. 

Here the salvaged materials will 
be sorted, then sold, the money re- 
alized being devoted to army, navy 
or other patriotic purposes yet to be 
determined. Tons upon tons of scrap 
metal, rubber and other essential ma- 
terials will probably be gathered up, 
an idea of what is just laying around 
being taken from the National The- 
atre Supply Co., which, when it 
moved recently from old quarters to 
new, junked approximately two tons 
of salvage. 


Studios Must Vouch For 





. Troupes In Zoned Areas 





Hollywood, March 10. 

All members of the motion picture 
troupes on location in any part of 
the Coastal area must be guaranteed 
as American citizens by responsible 
studio authorities, as a result of an 
order issued by the Eleventh Naval 
District. 

Lieut. Commander Alfred J. Bol- 
ton, motion picture liaison officer 
for the district, detailed the regu- 
lations to the studio execs. Same 
rules go for the Army zones behind 
the Naval area. Entry of non-citi- 
zens into such terrain is forbidden 
under heavy penalties to the studios. 


That Makes It Official 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Gary Cooper, borrowed from Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, gets the top male role 
in Paramount’s screen version of the 
Ernest Hemingway novel, ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,’ to be directed by 
Sam Wood. 

Actor reports for work as soon 
as he finishes his current job in ‘The 
Pride of the Yankees’ on the Gold- 
wyn lot. 











RKO Tags McCarey 


Hollywood, March 10. 
RKO signed Leo McCarey to a 
director contract, with his first pic- 
ture slated to go before the cameras 
in July. 
Starter is a still untitled story co- 
starring Cary Grant and Barbara 


Stanwyck. 
























































Let’s see how things stand at mid-season! 

| Good things never cease when 

The Friendly Company is your good provider! 
The box-office records since last Fall 

Have been merry with M-G-M money-shows. 
Look them over and then see what follows them! 


Youll ROAR with pride just like Leo. 


Here are just a few since this season started: 
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“Woman of the Year’ : “Johnny Eager’ . ‘Bugle Sounds” . 
“Vanishing Virginian” ¢. ‘Babes on Broadway” ¢ “H. M. Pulham, Esq.” 
“Two-Faced Woman” « ‘Shadow of the Thin Man” « ‘Smilin’ Through” 
“Lady Be Good” « “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” * “Honky Tonk” and others 


And then from the company-that-never-stops-delivering : 
“COURTSHIP OF ANDY HARDY” (Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney and the Folks) 
“WE WERE DANCING” (Norman Shearer, Melvyn Douglas) 

“l MARRIED AN ANGEL” (Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy) 
“RIO RITA” (Bud Abbott and Lou Costello) 

“MRS. MINIVER” (Greer Garson, Walter Pidgeon) 

| “SHIP AHOY” (Eleanor Powell, Red Skelton) 

| “HER CARDBOARD LOVER” (Norma Shearer, Robert Taylor) 
“TORTILLA FLAT” (Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, John Garfield) 


At the mid-season mark all’s well with film business 


| Because all’s swell with the industry leader, ROARING LEO! 
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One Film Salesman’s Lament 





Totin’ Celluloid to Exhibitors No Picnic—Not Worth 
the Cash or the Glory 





Conned into trying his hand at 
selling film, a vet of some years in 
show business in advertising-exploi- 
tation, management of theatres and 
other fields says it’s no row for him 


to try to hoe and, if all territories 
are like the one he was assigned to, 
picture-peddling is the last thing he 
wants to do. 

With no further ambitions to be- 
come a general sales manager, with 
a nice New York office and plenty 
of an expense. account, this seller’s 
lament is in part as follows: 

‘I can appreciate the slant from 
a New York point of view, bright 
lights, a snort at one’s disposal, 
swank offices and good living. Yes, 
it's a pretty picture. However, my 
assignment was entirely different. 
Whistle-stops, boasting of from 300 
to 2,000 population. Shooting gal- 
leries working under the alias of 
motion picture theatres, boasting of 
capacities of 300 to 500, which was 
big, by the way. All independent 
exhibitors who used the theatre as 
a sideline, said exhibs being the 
operator, janitor, bill-poster, etc. 


‘Yes, it was not exactly a pretty 
setup. Jumps averaging from 200 
to 400 miles. Tourist camps, greasy 
lurchrooms, very often no telegraph 
offices, and the reprieve coming 
about once every three weeks which 
would afford you the opportunity to 
get back to civilization for a real 
bath and soft bed, to say nothing of 
a fleeting glance at your family. 

‘I grew so tired of trying to locate 
exhibitors that I decided to buy a 
compass. I managed to locate one 
every once in a while by hitting a 
ranch or farm. However, my inter- 
est in livestock, cotton, etc., did not 
measure up. I was doing okay, even 
grabbing the 10% increase over the 
previous year’s product. However, 
the thought of being exiled to a 
blacked-out country did not exactly 
appeal to me. Took everything in 
stride, even to the extent of being 
a good Democrat but could not help 
but yearn for a few words or even 
a friendly nod from people who 
profess to know the picture game. 

‘And now I am back in the old 
racket where I at least talk the lan- 
guage and command a bit of respect. 
I was beginning to look like Walter 
Brennan in character. It got so that 
pavements gave me sore feet and 
an electric light darn near blinded 
me.’ 


SHAYNE, SMITH HEAD 
CHI OPERATORS UNION 


Chicagc, March 10. 
Peter Shayne was elected presi- 
dent, and John Smith, business agent, 
for the coming term of office as 


heads of the Chicago Moving Picture 
Machine Operators Union last week. 

Glen Sweeney was named v.p., 
Clarence Jalas, secretary-treasurer. 
Executive board is composed of Rob- 
ert Burns, James Sico, George Karg, 
Joseph Berinstein. Trustees are Ed- 
ward Schultze, Louis Sbarbaro, John 
Piotrowski. 

Delegates to the convention of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees convention are 
John Mulvaney, Robert Burns, Peter 
Shayne, Glen Sweeney, John Smith. 
Sergeant-at-arms is Sam Klugman. 











Janitors Get $1 Raise, No 
Strike Vs. 52 FWC Houses 


San Francisco, March 10. 


“hreatened strike against 52 Fox 
West Coast theatres in this area was 
called off Friday (6) by intervention 
of the Theatrical Federation after 
George Hardy, secretary of the 
Building Service Employees (jani- 
tors), announced a walkout had been 
ordered. Federation took over and 
arbitrated the contract renewal, both 
Sides agreeing less than 24 hours 
later to a $1 per day raise for the 
janitors. - 

Strike was originally set for 
Saturday (7) by Hardy who sud- 
deniy broke off contract renewal 
negotiations with Fox execs, who ex- 
pressed complete’ surprise. Week 
previously, Hardy was involved in a 
short-lived janitors strike at Nasser 


Bros. Tower in which the manager 
Was slugged. 


. 





Jap Air Peril Filmed 


Hollywood, March 10, 

Story of peacetime fight by Amer- 
ican commercial pilots against the 
weight of the Japanese war govern- 
ment is told in ‘Sky Over China,’ to 
be produced by Paramount. 

Robert Preston draws the star spot, 
with Vera Caspary doing the screen- 
play, aided technically by Royai 
Leonard, who piloted Chiang Kai- 
Shek for five years. 


N.Y. Theatres 
To Oppose TPU 
Wage Demands 


Following formal presentation of 
demands by Local No, 1, Theatrical 
Protective Union, to cover stage- 
hands in New York theatres, a meet- 
ing will be held tomorrow (Thurs.) 
by representatives of theatre man- 
agements to discuss demanded salary 
increases and changed working con- 
ditions. Reported reluctance of N. Y. 


theatres to entertain the demands as 
set up by No. 1 may mean lengthy 
negotiations toward a new contract. 

The stagehands want a 15% in- 
crease under a one-year deal, while 
the theatres favor a longer contract, 
at least for two years. Old agree- 
ment, which expired Feb. 1, was for 
a two-year term. 


Present scale is $81.24 for heads of 
departments; $66.95 for maintenance 
men; $71.24 for carpenters and prop- 
ertymen, all for a five-day week. 


One of the working condition; 
which it is expected theatres will 
vigorously oppose is elimination of 
the seasonal employment clause 
which heretofore has given them the 
right to dismiss an entire crew once 
a year in favor of hiring another. 


The stagehands seek elimination 
-of this clause under a new agree- 
ment, making it possible for a thea- 
tre to replace a man only on grounds 
of incompetence, drunkenness or dis- 
honesty. However, while such 
charges might be brought by a thea- 
tre, it is pointed out they’d have to 
prove it since final action on a dis- 
charge would be up to the executive 
board of No, 1. 

Union also wants two weeks’ vaca- 
tion with pay instead of one as well 
as a reclassification of the Music 
Hall, Roxy and State, N. Y., for pro- 
vision of double crews such as at the 
Paramount and Strand. 

Committee representing theatres 
in the negotiations include C. C. 
Moskowitz, L. E. Thompson, Robert 
M. Weitman, Frank Phelps and Irv- 
ing Lesser. Union delegation is 
headed by Bobby Anstedt, president, 
Solly Pernik, v.p. and Vincent 
|Solly Pernik, v.p, and Vincent 














PEACE, IT’S WONDERFUL! 


NW 





Divine Influence at 
Allied’s Next Powwow 


Father 





Minneapolis, March 10. 
For the first time within memory 





| Northwest Allied has sent out an an- 
'nual convention call which doesn’t 
carry any threats against distrib- 
utors and which {s peaceable in tone. 
The body has made ‘industry har- 
mony’ the meeting’s keynote and has 
dropped its belligerent attitude. In 
explanation, the boys say they'll give 
the peace dove a chance to fly and 
see what can be accomplished in 
the way of ‘needed reform in trade 
practices’ by a conciliatory approach. 

Organization has been influenced 
to drop its warfare against distrib- 
utors, hitherto always regarded as 
‘common enemies,’ by pressure ap- 
plied to it to fall in line on ‘indus- 
try unity.” And the industry unity 
plan’s progress will be one of the 
convention’s principal topics of dis- 
cussion, with Harry Brandt, pres- 
ident of the New York Independent 
Theatre Owners’ Association, and 
other industry leaders here to report 
on unity. 








Japs Radio 


Continued from page 4 


ing over a program which started 
with the announcer giving names of 
six Americans whose voices, he 
promised, would be heard at the end. 
Gag, of course, was to get listeners to 
sit through a propaganda discourse 
so that they’d hear the Americans at 
the finish, 

UP, as a promotion service for 
client papers, eliminated the prop- 
aganda and recorded the voices of 
the prisoners. These discs were sent 
to papers in the Americans’ home- 
towns. The sheets generally printed 
the talk, then presented the record- 
ings to the families of the men. 

Families complained, however, that 
the voices, although recognizable, 
were dull and low-pitched and artic- 
ulation was very slow. They sus- 
pected that the men had been doped 
before being allowed to broadcast. 
This suspicion got back to Japan via 
American DXers and the propaganda 
experts there realized that their stunt 
was working in reverse, creating re- 
sentment instead of convincing peo- 
ple in the U. S. that the prisoners 
were being as well treated as they 
said. They thereupon discontinued 
the voices and now have a Jap an- 
nouncer read the prisoners’ messages 
in English. 

Radio men were of the opinion 
that it wasn’t dope, but a technical- 
ity, that made the Americans sound 
so strange on the air. Apparently 
the Japs were too wily to stand them 
before an open mike, so recorded 
their voices first and then broadcast 
the recording. These waxings, it is 
thought, were played back more 
slowly than ihe number of revolu- 
tions per minute at which they were 
cut. That resulted in a lowering of 
pitch and the, ‘slowness’ which 
aroused suspicion in this country, 
technicians say. 


U.S. Reveals Slain IBEW 
Agent Took $50,000 In 
Graft From Utility Firm 


St. Louis, March 10. 
Arthur Schading, business agent of 
IBEW, Local No. 1, who was shot and 
killed by two men on Sept. 19, 1939, 


was paid between $50,000 and $55,000 
in cash by the Union Electric Co. of 
Missouri to prevent union organiza- 
tion of the company’s employees, 
Federal authorities revealed here 
last week. Schading’s slayers have 
never been apprehended. The story, 
as outlined by the U. S., was that 
payments began in 1934 and con- 
tinued up to the time of the murder. 

The payments were made secretly 
after Schading is said to have as- 
sured execs of the public utility that 
he could save plenty of dough by 
stopping organization of the em- 
ployees eligible to membership in 
the IBEW. To cover up the payoff 
Schading is alleged to have delegated 
a union organizer to conduct phony 
meetings among the utility com- 
pany’s employees. The feds have 
been trying to find the two secret 
hiding places in which Schading is 
alleged to have kept his booty. One 
is said to have been on his farm in 
Illinois, near St. Louis, and the other 
in a local bank safe deposit box. 

Schading was felled by a fusillade 
of revolver shots as he was leaving 
the union headquarters in South St. 
Louis. 





Col. Joins 20th, RKO 
In Whitecollar Moves 


workers at Columbia 


Homeoffice 


voted 215 to 43 for Screen Office & | Probably be held before the end of 
Professional Employees Guild, CHO, | 


to represent them as collective bar- 
gaining agent, National Labor Re- 
lations Board announced yesterday 
(Tuesday). Loew’s h.o. employees, 
who also balloted on Feb. 26 favored 
SOPEG by 324 to 137. 

NLRB ordered an election by 
20th-Fox and Movietone News em- 
ployees within 30 days to determine 
whether SOPEG sshall_ represent 
them. Voting is taking place this 
week among RKO workers on the 
same question. 





SCG-Metro Pact 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Screen Cartoonists Guild has ap- 
proved a new two-year contract 
with Metro calling for a 40-hour 
week and new wage scales retro- 
active to Oct, 14. 
Ceiling on salary for top inkers, 





~Te a ~ 
sketch and story men set at $95. 
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Teamsters Defer Strike 


; Hollywood, March 10. 

Walkout of studio teamsters at 
Warner Bros. has been deferred 
until the studio has an opportunity 
to adjust the grievance. 

Assurances were received from 
other unions that the picket line 
would be respected if a strike is 
called. 








Navy Removes 
Of Limits Ban 
In Charleston 


Charleston, S. C., March 10, 

Rear Admiral William H. Allen, 
commandant, Charleston Navy Yard 
and Sixth Naval District, has lifted 
ban, turning thousands of seamen 
and shipyards workers back to thea- 
tres, night spots and other amuse- 
ment centers. 

City recently declared off limits 
for Navy personnel, following sev- 
eral night spot and cafe brawls, in- 
cluding two slayings and reported 
vice rings. Admiral Allen said 
cleanup necessary if ban lifted. Off 
limits ruling put heavy crimp in 
theatres and other amusement takes. 








Niteries Out of Bounds 
San Antonio, March 10. 

Army officials have listed three 
downtown night spots as ‘off limits’ 
to all soldiers in this area. Accord- 
ing to Army officials, owners of the 
taverns have been notified in writing 
that army personnel would not be 
allowed to enter their places of busi- 
ness due to the way the owners were 
conducting their businesses. 

The Army, it was said, would not 
attempt to close the night spots but 
would station M. P. in front of the 
spots to see no Army personnel 
entered. 

Following the announcement the 
three downtown spots closed. Names 
of the spots were not revealed by 
army officials. 


Kravitz Will Probably 
Succeed Popkin at 306 


Morris Kravitz is reported the 
likely choice to succeed Bert Pop- 
kin as business manager of Local 
306, Moving Picture Machine Op- 
erators, covering the New York 
theatres. Enjoying the backing of 
a large proportion of the member- 
Ship, he ran for biz agent in the 
last election in December and lost 
out by a very small margin. Also, 
Kravitz ran strictly as an in- 
dependent rather than as a Joe Bas- 
son or Harry Geller man. 

While it was stated last week that 
Popkin quit 306 due to ill health, 
|understood that he and Gelber, the 
new president, did not see eye-to- 
eye. Popkin, with the union many 
years, was a supporter of Basson, 
who lost out for the presidency. 
A special election to decide on a 
uccessor to Popkin to fill out his 
term, running to Jan. 1, 1944, will | 











the month. 
As business agent of 306 Popkin | 
|received $85 weekly, plus $15 ex- | 
penses. 

Instead of going away for a rest | 
as reported he was planning to do, 
Popkin has joined RCA to work on 
recording of the Universal 
Newsreel which is handled by this 
organization. However, he is work- 
a only two days weekly on that 
job. 








Make-Uppers’ Back Pay 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Makeup workers are the first to 
profit by the agreement on retro- 
active pay increases between 20th- 
Fox and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical and Stage Employees. 
Upped wages, dating from July 1, go 
to 116 maker-uppers. 

Other departmental workers draw 
a delayed payoff as soon as account- 
ants have figured it out. 





N.Y. Theatre Picketing Expected 
In Publicists-Producer Showdown 





Months-old_ contract negotiations 
between the Screen Publicists Guild 
of New York and seven of the major 
producers came to another show- 
down yesterday (Tuesday), when a 
representative of the companies de- 
clared they would be unable to meet 
the 11 a.m. ultimatum set by the 
SPG. Guild thereupon announced it 


would embark on a campaign to 
‘place the collective bargaining dis- 
pute before organized labor and the 
vast moviegoing public,’ which is un- 
derstood to mean picketing of thea- 
tres, distribution of literature and 
organization of a theatre boycott. 
Picketing and other action may be 
expected any time after today 
(Wednesday ). 


Meantime a complicating factor en- 
tered into the situation, with picket- 
ing of RKO theatres throughout the 
five boroughs of New York started 
yesterday by the Sign-Pictorial & 
Display Union, Loca] 230, AFL. It 
maintains that workers making lay- 
out for signs and lobby displays in 
the RKO Theatre department are 
non-union, and it has called out on 
strike 65 of its members employed 
by six independent shops which 
make the signs and lobby displays 
for the circuit. Actually, some of 
the men in the RKO Theatres’ dis- 
play department are members of the 
SPG, whose jurisdiction is not rec- 
ognized by Locai 230. Following 
hearings on Loew’s Theatre pubii- 
cists’ affiliation recently, however, 
the National Labor Relations Board 
ruled the signmen-eligible for the 
SPG and refused to allow Local 230 
on the ballot. 


SPG set the 11 a.m. deadline yes- 
terday as a result of negotiating 
meetings with producer reps Mon- 
day and Tuesday (2-3) of last week. 
Agreement on aé_ contract was 
reached at that time but producers’ 
reps declared they had to get ratifi- 
cation by their principals and 
promised an answer in 48 hours, 
which would have been noon on 
Thursday (5). Friday Major Les- 
lie E. Thompson, of RKO, head’ of 
the producers’ negotiating commit- 
tee, told the SPG his group would 
have to have another meeting Mon- 
day (9). Thereupon the Guild set 
the deadline for yesterday. 


There have been two major points 
in dispute. One is the length of 
time the contract should run (the 
SPG wanting it to be short and 
the producers wanting a long pe- 
riod) and blanket wage increases. 
Producers, on the latter point, are 
understood to have okayed 10%, but 
SPG has demanded more, although 
willing to compromise to achieve 
other points. 

General membership meeting of 
SPG has been called for tomorrow 
(Thursday) night. Individual units 
met in their respective offices at 
noon yesterday and ckayed the 
projected economic action. Only 
major not involved in present ne- 
gotiations is Warner Bros. 


SKOURASES’ ARIZONA 
HUDDLE ON NT FUTURE 


Phoenix, Ariz., March 10. 

District managers from all parts 
of the country are converging here 
for a checkup by National Theatres, 
headed by Spyros and Charles 
Skouras. 

Two-day huddle opens Thursday 
(12) with about 30 representatives 
in round-table talks about new con- 
ditions brought about by the war. 








Gimmicks OK but Can. 
Exhibs Can’t Up Prices 


Regina, Sask., March 10. 

If Canadian houses or any other 
theatres wish to give away crockery 
or other items with each admission, 
they are free to do so, but they 
may not increase the admission price, 
according to a ruling by the War- 
time Prices and Trade Board. 

In some cases, applications had 
been made to the board for the 
charging of a service fee in addition 
to the regular admission charge at 
theatres. The extra charge was 
claimed to be necessary to cOver an 
increase in the price of premiums. 
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Held over Chicago Theatre, Chicago. Breaks Saturday 
attendance record Rivoli, New York City... held over. 
Holds over in Columbus, Dayton, Cleveland, Buffalo. 
Moves over from Lincoln and Surf to Miami and 
Mayfair Theatres in Miami. Plays three theatres 
simultaneously in Los Angeles and then continues at 

_ three additional theatres. Breaks record in Allentown. 
It’s a sure-fire click everywhere! 












YS neaandee owls PRESENTS 


CAROLE LOMBARD ‘JACK BENNY 


in ERNST LUBITSCELS comedy 


TO BE OR NOT TO BE 


with ROBERT STACK ¢ FELIX BRESSART + LIONEL ATWILL 
STANLEY RIDCES - SIG RUMAN 
Produced and Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH 


Original story by Ernst Lubitsch and Melchior Lengyel 
Screenplay by Edwin Justus Mayer 
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SUNDAY FILMS 
STEP NEARER 
IN MISS. 


ae 


Jackson, Miss., March 10. 

The Mississippi Senate okayed a 
Sunday film bill 29-to-10 last week, 
thus opening the way for reconsid- 
eration in the state - legislature’s 
House of Representatives, which 
twice previously had beaten meas- 
ures liberalizing blue laws. 

This was the first time the pro- 
posal had come up in the upper 
body. Passage there may have 
some influence on possible change in 
attitude of the House. Indeed, ef- 
fect was quickly felt Thursday (5) 
when the House Judiciary ‘B’ Com- 
mittee, hurriedly called together in 
an effort to act before the bluenoses 
could return to the attack, favorably 
recommended the Senate measure to 
the lower body. 

Bill, which would allow Sabbath 
flickers only for the duration of war 
and in municipalities within 30 
miles of an Army camp or base, is 
on a local option basis. Adoption 
was urged off the record by high 
Army authorities for morale of the 
military. 

Even in the Senate, the idea pro- 
voked bitter controversy, One em- 
battled solon screaming that the 
Pearl Harbor tragedy came about 
because the soldiers and sailors were 
all attending a Sunday movie. _He 
got quick and pithy replies from the 
supporters. 





Sunday Pix Sought in S. C. 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 10. 

Stations WSPA and WORD carry- 
ing torch for Sunday films here. 
Newspapers covering battle without 
taking sides. 

Manager Walter G. Brown, own- 
ing and operating two stations, of- 
fered Sunday show resolution at re- 
cent citizens committee meeting. No 
action. 

Spartanburg-Camp Croft coordi- 
nating committee, working between 
camp and city in behalf of recrea- 
tional and entertainment facilities, 
has voted no need for Sunday shows, 
due to many USO clubs and other 
facilities, including four camp the- 
atres, 











Navy Relief Benefit 


Continued from page 2 


board meeting, who suggested that 
Walter Winchell be enlisted to front 
for and sponsor the show, and there’s 
no gainsaying the excellent promo- 
tion job Winchell did. 

Program got underway at 8:40 p.m. 
with Lucy Monroe singing “The Star 
Spangled Banner.’ Backing her 
chorally was the U. S. Navy Glee 
Club from the Prairie State train- 
ing ship. 

Berlin’s Seng and ‘Floradora Sextet’ 

Some of the highlights were Kate 
Smith’s delivery of Irving Berlin’s 
new tune, ‘I Threw a Kiss in the 
Ocean’; the double Floradora Sex- 
tet especially written by Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Danny, <aye) and including 
Danny Kaye, Eddie Cantor, Boris 
Karloff, Ed Wynn, Clifton Webb, 
Vincent Price, Eve Arden, Leonora 
Corbett, Tallulah Bankhead, Gert- 
rude Lawrence, Sophie Tucker and 
Peggy Wood; and a host of others, 
such as Andre Kostelanetz leading 
a symphony of 60; Fred Allen; Ed- 
gar Bergen; George S. Kaufman and 
Moss Hart; Joe E. Lewis, Jimmy 
Durante, Bert Lahr, George Jessel, 
the Inkspots—in fact, virtually every- 
body on the bill scored big with a 
very receptive audience. 

The Coast was well represented by 
such stellar players as Walter Pid- 
geon, Tyrone Power, Randolph Scott, 
Loretta Young, Bette Davis, John 
Carradine, Merie Oberon, Reginald 
Gardner, Constance Bennett, Janet 
Gaynor, Myrna Loy, Madeleine Car- 
roll, John Garfield. 

Show’s m.c.s were Winchell, Pid- 
geon, Tyrone Power, Bert Lytell, 
Randolph Scott, Ed Gardner, Jack 
Haley-and Henny Youngman. 

Madison Square Garden made its 
terms very easy fo> the show, tak- 
ing a flat rental of only $5,000, which 
included the staff. All the unions, 
along with the talent, donated their 
manpower. 

Nix $25,000 fer Broadcast 

Offer of $25,000 from Pabst beer 
for the privilege of.sponsoring the 
show on the Blue network was 
turned down. Navy held that adver- 
tising of beer on the program would 
not be acceptable. It was feared 
also that commercial sponsorship 
would cause complications with 
unions whose members were con- 
tributing their services. In addition 
to the $25,000 Pabst was ready to 
hand to Navy Relief was another 
$25,000 it was willing to pay for the 
radio time. 











Paramount-A. H. Blank 
Win Over R. Goldberg 


Lengthy litigation in which the 
Tri-States circuit, a Paramount- 
A. H. Blank partnership in the mid- 
west, has sought to force the closing 
of a theatre in Omaha as part of a 
deal it made with Ralph Goldberg, 
Omaha independent, years ago, has 
resulted in a ruling by the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals upholding Par- 
Blank. Understood Goldberg, who 
has been ordered to close his State in 
Omaha within two weeks, may ap-| 
peal to the U. S. Supreme Court | 

Trouble grew out of a deal made | 
with Goldberg in 1934 under which 





the Tri-States circuit took a 10-year N : bb action or preparation. “a 
lease on the Omaha, with the under- | Army e ations Ho le gest story in the world’s 


standing that Goldberg close his 
other house, the State, for duration | 
of the lease as one of its conditions. | 
He refused to close the State, where- | 
upon Tri-State went into the courts) 
to force this action. The lease on the 
Omaha meantime has nearly run out, 
with only two years to go under it. 


Acting Like a Major, Too 





Republic stepped up the speed of 
its writing mill with seven additional 


scripters, three of whom are work- | 
ing on as many Don Barry westerns 


to be produced by George Sherman. 

Richard Murphy, Al Demond and 
James Webb are doing the Barry 
cowpoke yarn, ‘Code of the Desert,’ 


‘Bad Men of Butte,’ and one still un- | 


titled. Frank Gill, Jr., and Daniel 
Moore are assigned to ‘Water Car- 
nival,’ and Olive Cooper and Mau- 
rice Rapf are working on an untitled 
Gene Autry. 


‘OSCARITE’S’ BERTH 
Fostoria, O., March 10. 

David B. Joy, who, two years ago 
Was awarded an ‘Oscar’ for his de- 
velopment of, a film projector car- 
bon, has been named assistant su- 
perintendent of the Fostoria, O., 
works of the National Carbon Co. 
He was formerly head of the process 
engineering laboratory. 
j W. Wallace Lozier succeeds him 
in the laboratory post. 





Navy Relief has already profited 
to the extent of $2,500 on the tune 
which Irving Berlin wrote expressly 
for it, ‘I Threw a Kiss Into the 
Ocean.” It was introduced by Kate 
Smith a few nights ago. Berlin has 
turned over a check for $2,500 ad- 
vance royalties and has given Navy 
Relief the copyright. 

The program, chairmaned by Marie 
(Mrs. W. Averall) Harriman, carried 
55 pages of advertising at $500 a 


| page, plus some additional revenue 


from anonymous advertisers who 
prefered not to use their names. 
Mrs. Harriman personally accounted 
for soliciting 25 pages of total 





Rep’s Filming in Alaska 


Hollywood, March 10. 
War regulations are holding up 
Republic’s plans to send a location 
troupe to Alaska to make outdoor 


| scenes for “The Great Northwest 
| Frontier.’ 

Alaska is under more stringent 
military jurisdiction than California 
| Studio officials are negotiating with 
Army authorities for permission to 
shoot scenes in the far north. Pic- 
| ture is slated to start in five weeks 


20th to Vote on Divvys 


20th-Fox directors are scheduled 
to meet tomorrow (Thursday) to 
consider both preferred and common 
dividens. 

Preferred stock divvy of $1.50 an- 
nually has been maintained regu- 
larly but voting of a common divi- 
dent is dubious, according to recent 
actions. 


New Cinema Sleuth 


Hollywood, March 10. 
New detective series, built on the 
| character originated in ‘The Kid 
Glove Killer’ by Van Heflin, is under 
way at Metro. 

Next on the list is ‘Along Came 
McKay,’ 
name role, a modern Sherlock 
| Holmes, with test tubes and what- 
} not. 








with Heflin playing the | 


Con. Film’s $513,451 Net 


Consolidated Film Industries, which 
controls Republic Pictures, showed 
a net profit of $513,451, or $1.28 per 
preferred share for 1941. This com- 
pared with $590,031 or $1.47 on the 
preferred for the preceding year. 

Company revealed 400,000 shares 





$10 was due in dividend arrears on 
the stock at the end of 1941. Con- 
solidated recently declared a 25c 
divvy on the stock. 

Statement of Herbert 
president, 
out that the company is continuing 
its policy of financing the production 
and distribution of Republic Pictures 
from which the company derives a 
large volume of laboratory work. 
He stated that gross income from 
Republic in the past year was 26% 
greater than 1940. 

Repubic’s net income for its fiscal 
year ending last April 30 was $167,- 
302 after providing for Federal in- 
come taxes, and will be substantially 
in excess of that for the fiscal year 
ending next April, according to 
Yates. 

Consolidated’s estimated Federal 
tax liability for 1941 totaled $230,000, 
or $45,000 more than the $185,000 in 
1940. 


Lang’s Walpole Tale 


Hollywood, March 10. 
_ Director chore on ‘Blind Man’s 
House’ at 20th-Fox goes to Fritz 
Lang. 
Story, written by Hugh Walpole, 
British novelist, is being produced 
by Milton Sperling. 


J. Yates, 








More Criticism 


Continued from page 4 





ies or elsewhere, such as, for in- 

stance, rubber which came from 

Malaya, silk which came from 

Japan, and certain essential in- 

gredients in the manufacture of 

steel, which came from various 
foreign countries — materials 
which have now been cut off. 

To my indignant amazement, 
there was no such moral or 
warning, and the implication was 
left with us in the audience that 
‘all was well in this best of all 
possible worlds.’ 

I consider such a picture, how- 
ever innocent of intention it 
may be, inexcusably dangerous 
and misleading at this time. Cer- 
tainly, if I had been as unin- 
formed on the subject as I was a 
few months ago, I would have 
come out of that theatre exud- 
ing complacency about our pro- 
duction program. I say that 
people who present to us on the 
screen or otherwise, a fool's 
paradise, however innocently, 
are as dangerous as the most 
dangerous Fifth Columnist. 

An industry executive who has 
long been intimate with the newsreel 
situation declares that the newsreels 
are not to be blamed for lack of au- 
thoritative and documentary 
film. It 


With the big- 
history 
blasting and bursting on a thousand 
battle fronts, American newsreels are 


only a fraction of available footage. 

Involved in the causes of restric- 
tions, it was pointed out, is not only 
military necessities and the danger 
of revealing information to the ene- 
my but problems of civilian morale. 
As to the right of the service depart- 





of $2 preferred outstanding, and that | 


war | 
is his contention that the | 
Army and Navy censors are keeping 
a tight grip on scenes of military | 


being permitted, he said, to show | 





to stockholders pointed | 


N.J. Indies’ Nix, Conn.’s Modifications 
Indicate Opinions Differ on UMPI 





Further conferences of the sub- 
committee of the United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry may become neces- | 
sary to amend the sales plan worked 
out 10 days ago as a result of the | 
flat rejection of the proposals by the 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- | 
pendent Theatres Owners as ‘un- | 
satisfactory,’ plus action of Allied of 
New Jersey in offering a substitute | 
plan. 

Allied of Connecticut voted on | 
Monday (9) to approve the sales 
program of UMPI on condition that | 
there be an outfight 20% cancella- 
tion on the total cost of the block | 
of 12 pictures sold, including the five | 
that would be tradeshown. } 

Indications that opinion with re- | 


Gordon-Goetz Making 


} 
} 
| 


‘Am. Way’ for Columbia 








Hollywood, March 10. 

Max Gordon and Harry Goetz will 
produce ‘The American Way’ for 
Columbia release instead of RKO 
which shared with Gordon the 
$250,000 purchase price of the 
George S. Kaufman-Moss Hart stage 
play. RKO sold its half interest to 
Gordon-Goetz, after leaving the 
story on the shelf since Gordon 
left the lot three years ago. George 
Stevens will direct from a script 
now being prepared by Sidney 
Buchman. Likely Fredric March, 
who starred in the legit version on 
Broadway, will have the picture 
lead. Gordon co-presented the legit 
version with the late Sam H. Harris. 


British Film on Spitfire 
Inventor Set for Release | 








spect to the UMPI selling plan is di- 
vided is gleaned from the fact that 
four exhibitor associations during 
the past week voted unanimously to 
approve it. They are Allied of Mary- 
land, Allied of Illinois, Allied of In<- 
diana, and the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners Assn. of New York. 

The New Jersey group, meeting 
Monday (9) in Newark, recom- 
mended that all pictures in the 
blocks of 12 be designated as to star, 
director and synopsis with the ex- 
hib having the privilege of rejecting 
any pictures if more than one of the 
designations is changed. 

New Jersey Allied also wants the 
option to cancel a straight 20% of 
the total amount of money repre- 
sented under the contract made, 
with any overages under percentage 
deals to be included in computing 
the cost involved. If an exhib de- 
cides to cancei a film sold under per- 
centage, then the rental is to be 
determined in accordance with the 


| average rental paid on the four prior 


pictures of the same company 
played. 


Ceast Indies Nix Plan 


San Francisco, March 10. 
Trustees of the Pacific Coast Con- 
ference of Independent Theatre 


Owners unanimously rejected a pro- 
posed selling plan to replace the cure 
rent blocks-of-five under the consent 
decree at session here. Resolution 
adopted called the 12-pictures sell- 
ing plan ‘unsatisfactory and not suf- 
ficient in itself to correct present ills 
in the distribution and sale of pice 
tures.’ 

PCCITO also went on record as 
believing, ‘Unity in industry ean only 
be accompished when producers and 
distributors discontinue increasingly 
unfair trade practices and unfair de< 


|; mands in film rentals and percent- 


Incomplete print of ‘The First of 
the Few,’ being shot in England with 
Samuel Goldwyn as a partner in the 
production, arrived in this country 
last week. Goldwyn will supervise 
the editing for United States release. 

Final scenes of the pic, which is a 
life story of R. J. Mitchell, inventor 
of the Spitfire, are now being com- 
pleted at Denham. They include re- 
enactment of the Battle of Britain. 
with fighter planes, pilots and 
ground crews loaned by the Fighter 
Command. 

Leslie Howard and David Niven 
are starred. Film will be released 
curing the summer. 





| ages and recognize exhibitors’ right 
ito more equitable division of the 


boxoffice dollar.’ 


Ginger’s Pair for RKO 


Hollywood, March 10. 
RKO schedule for 1942-43 calls for 








| two pictures by Ginger Rogers, the 


first slated to start in June. 

Both films will be produced. by 
David Hempstead, one of them a 
musical, probably reunited with Fred 
Astaire. Studio has several yarns 
awaiting the star’s approval. 
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ments to handle the former in any 

| manner they wish, there apparently | 
| is no question in any minds. It is an 
extension of regulation to the highly 

|controversia! field of morale, how- | 
| ever. that has stifled editorial selec- | 
ltion and treatment of news by the 

newsreel editors 

Illustrative of this is the manner 
in which the Army and Navy with- 


held from the public the views of the | 


| Pearl Harbor attack and 
|'The attack took place on Dec. 7, but 
the reels, stringently cut, were not 
released in theatres until Feb. 27. 





In line with the above, and espe- 


review 
Newsreel theatre. on page 49, suc- 
cinctly starts off: “The newsreels 
| again this week offer a buoyant, ro- 
| seate picture of the war. The grim 
|and grisly side intrudes but once, in 
some very brief glimpses of dead 
Nazi soldiers on the Russian front 
(Paramount). Thus newspapers and 
radio may produce a sense of grave 
| misgiving, but there are the news- 
reels for surcease from lowered 
i. 











damage. | 


cially Mr. Stowe’s opinion, ‘Variety's’ | 
this week of the Embassy | 
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“A GREAT SHOW.”"—Herald TribaneG | 


50c, $1 & $1.50 PLUS TAX 


NO HIGHER 
®ND YEAR—2ND EDITION of the 
Sensational Musical Icetravaganza } 


[IT HAPPENS ON ICE 


at America’s Only tce Theatre 
Center Theatre. Reckefelier Center. CO. 5-5474 
Eves, except Men. Mats. Sat.. Sun. & Wed. 
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Mullen Talk on ‘Radio's First War’ 
Opens Series of NEC Meetings 
Dealing witth Aid to Government 








A group of NBC executives will 
start a tour Monday (16) and con- 
tinuing through April 1 for confer- 
ences with regional and affiliated 
station officials regarding plans for 
furthering the network’s war effort 
activities. First meeting will be 
Monday-Tuesday at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N. Y. 

Subsequent sessions will be March 
18-19 at the Netherlands-Plaza hotel, 
Cincinnati; March 20-21 at the Bilt- 
more hotel, Atlanta; March 23-24 at 
the Baker hotel, Dallas; March 26- 
27 at the Drake, Chicago, and March 
$1-April 1 in San Francisco. Local 
Officials will preside at the various 
gatherings. 

NBC group will be headed by Wil- 
liam S. Hedges, v.p. in charge of sta- 
tions and will include Roy C. Wit- 
mer, sales v.p.; Dr. James Rowland 
Angell, public service counsellor; 
Ken Dyke, promotion director; 
Charles Brown, his assistant; Shel- 
don Hickox, Jr., station relations 
manager; Albert E. Dale, informa- 
tion director; James M. Gaines, of 
station relations; Clarence L. Men- 
ser, program manager; Jules .Herbe- 
veux, program manager of the Cen- 
tral Division, Chicago; Frank M. 
Russell, Washington v.p.; Harry 
Kopf, Chicago v.p.; Sidney N. Strotz, 
Coast v.p. 

Russell will attend the New York, 
Atlanta and Chicago confabs. Kopf 
will be at the New York, Chicago, 
Atlanta and Dallas meets; Brown 
will be present at all but the Dallas. 
Dr. Angell at New York, Chicago, 
Cincinnati and Atlanta; Thomas 
Rishworth, in session. Dr. Angell 
will attend the New York, Atlanta, 
Chicago and Atlanta meetings, with 
Thomas Rishworth, in charge of pub-+ 
lic service programs in the east, rep- 
resenting him at th: Dallas conclave 
and Jennings Pierce, public service 
program chief in the west, at the San 
Francisco session. Strotz will be 
present only in San Francisco, with 
the rest of the group making the 
entire trip and with Menzer and 
Herbeveux splitting assignments. ; 

Mullen’s Address 

At the New York meeting Frank 
E. Mullen, v.p. and general manager, 
will speak on ‘Radio’s First War,’ 
with Menzer and Dr. Angell also 
giving talks. In addition, there will 
be various open discussions. Paul 
W. Morency, of WTIC, Hartford, and 
First District representative of NBC’s 
stations planning and advisory board, 
will preside over the New York 
meeting. James D. Shouse, of WLW, 
Cincinnati, will chairman the meet- 
ing there. 

Harry Stone, of WSM, Nashville, 
Tenn., will chairman the Atlanta 
session. O. L. Taylor, of KGNC, 
North Platte, Neb., will preside at 
the Dallas confab. Stanley Hubbard, 
of KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, will 
chairman the Chicago gathering. 


Arden X. Pangborn, of KGW, Port- | 


land, Ore., and Ed Yocum, of KGYL, 
Biliings, Mont., share chairmanship 
of the San Francisco session. 


WJSV Staff Rogued 


Washington, March 10. 

All employees of WJSV, Washing- 
tor. outlet of CBS, were finger- 
printed and photoed last week. 

They’re to be iSsued identification 
cards similar to those in use at the 
network’s New York herdquarters 
the last few weeks. 
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Business Outlook Gags 


Recent rash of network cancel- 
lations already has produced a 
crop of gags. A web exec when 
asked last week, ‘How is busi- 
ness,’ is reported to have re- 
tortea: ‘1 don’t know. I’m not 
opening my mail.’ 

Another quip, credited to L. B. 
Wilson of WCKY, Cincinnati, is- 
‘Business is 50% better than last 


year.’ 


WINCHELL TIME 
JAM ON SUPPS 
SOLVED 








The Jergens Co., which sponsors 
Walter Winchell and ‘The Parker 
Family,’ has decided to keep the two 
shows in their present Sunday 9-9:30 


p.m. period on the Biue Network 
but the repeat broadcast over the 
four NBC-Red supplementaries will 
occur at 10:30 p.m. instead of mid- 
night. The switch in rebroadcast 
time solves the dilemma in which 
the account found itself last week 
when NBC advised that the three 
NBC southern supplementary groups 
which had heretofore been included 
in Winchell’s Blue hookup would no 
longer be available at 9 p.m. Sterl- 
ing Products, which occupies the 
Sunday 9 to 10 p.m. stretch on NBC, 
had demanded delivery of these 
supps. 

Jergens was informed several days 
later that it could avoid the loss of 
these supps by moving the shows 
altogether to the Sunday 10:30-11 
p.m, segment on NBC. That would 
have removed Winchell and the 
serial entirely from the Blue. After 
conferring with its agency, Lennen 
& Mitchell, the account elected to 
remain Blue and NBC. 

The NBC supps. over which Win- 
chell will broadcast at 10:30 are the 
southeastern, the southcentral, the 
southwest and the Pacific. Listeners 
in the southeast will hear him twice, 
since the Blue southeastern group 
will be part of the 9 o’clock broad- 
cast. 

While Jergens was considering 
what choice to make Mutual came 
into the picture with an offer to 
supply the Sunday 8 p.m. EWT spot. 


POST TOASTIES OCCUPIES 
MAXWELL SPOT JUNE 3 


General Foods will keep a variety 
show going throughout the summer 
in the Thursday 8:30-9 p.m. slot on 
NBC. The present Frank Morgan- 
Fannie Brice combination will have 
a different product with the June 4 
broadcast. Instead of Maxwell 
House Coffee it will be Post Toasties. 

In previous summers this program 
received vacations running from 











eight to 13 weeks. 





‘Don’t Give Appeasers Satisfaction of 


Forcing Winchell Off Air—Combs 





George Hamilton Combs, commen- 
tator on WHN, New York, was 
among the voices raised last week to 
defend Walter Winchell now that he 
has drawn the ire of the negotiated 
peace crowd, pro-Germans and other 
such ilk. 

Said Combs over the air, in part: 

‘During the last two or _ three 
weeks, a concerted effort has been 
made by the appeasers and the re- 
actionaries and the pro-fascists to 
embarrass Winchell. This cleverly 
organized campaign hes as its ob- 
jective, either the dismissal of 
Winchell from the United States 
Navy, or as an alternative, his re- 


tirement from radio . . . the navy 
has, I believe quite properly, asked 
him to remain for the time being, at 
least, at his present post of duty. I 
do not know Winchell, but I recog- 
nize that his attitudes on matters of 
public concern are sound and whole- 
some and decent. Winchell started 
his almost solitary battle against the 
Nazis when it was extremely danger- 
ous for any man on the radio to un- 
dertake such a campaign. To chase 
Winchell off the air would be a 
distinct contribution to Nazism and 
an equally distinct disservice to the 
democratic cause and to the funda- 





mental right of free speech.’ 


May Expand Tough Talk 


‘Let’s Fight,’ the WEAF, New 
York, quarter hour of military music 
and pugnacious comments now heard 
at 7:45 a.m. thrice a week, may be 
expanded to daily airing in April. 

Some commercial nibbles on pro- 
gram, too. 


Mary Mason Brought Back 
At Salary Increase For 
‘Maudie’s Diary’ Program 


Mary Mason, whose contract as 
title actress on ‘Maudie’s Diary’ 
was terminated several weeks ago, 
has been rehired for the same part 
on the same show. New contract 
carries a salary increase and, in- 
stead of providing for four years’ 
option on her services, in 13-week 
cycles, is now a straight 13-week 
deal. She receives billing. 

When Miss Mason was slated to 
go off the program another actress 
was substituted for the Feb. 26 re- 
peat broadcast. Recording of that 
show was compared to a platter of 
Miss Mason’s performance in the 
original broadcast of the same in- 
stallment. Two discs were then 
played before a representative 
femme audience, which voted in 
favor of Miss Mason. Also renewed 
for an additional 13-week stretch 
was Gordon Graham, whose con- 
tinuation as director had been in 
doubt. 

‘Maudie’s Diary’ is heard 7:30-8 
p.m. (12:30-1 repeat) Thursdays on 
CBS. Wonder Bread (Continental 
Baking) is the sponsor and Ted 
Bates the agency. Show is produced 
by the William Morris office and is 
adapted by Albert G. Miller from the 
Graeme and Sarah Lorimer maga- 
zine stories. 


RANALD MacDOUGALL 
QUITS NBC SCRIPTING 


Ranald MacDougall has resigned 
from the NBC scripting staff, effec- 
tive March 31, and will free-lance. 
He's also writing a series of recorded 
shows, which Charles Schenck is 
producing, for shipment to England 
and airing there by BBC. Latter 
programs are about the U. S. 

Before becoming an NBC staff 
writer about three years ago, Mac- 
Dougall worked in the company’s 
mimeographing department. 




















‘Truth or Consequences’ 
On Transcriptions, Too 





Procter & Gamble will use off-the- 
line records of “Truth or Conse- 
quence’ to plug Ivory Flakes in east- 
ern and midwest markets. The con- 
tents of the records wil. be different 
from the program that listeners in 
these two areas hear on NBC Satur- 
day nights. They will be replicas of 
the repeat broadcasts to the west 
coast in which a new set of partici- 
pants and gags is used. 

The discs will be spotted on night- 
time schedules. Most: of the selected 
stations will start them next week. 
Compton is the agency. 





HOWARD CLOTHES OFF 





Drops ‘Bulldog Drummond’ March 
22—Feels Scarcity of Wool Fabrics 





‘Bulldog Drummond,’ half-hour 
whodunit series Sunday nights on 
Mutual, is not a possibility for re- 
newal beyond the present sequence 
ending March 22. Inability of the 
client, Howard Clothes, to get more 
than a limited supply of wool is the 
reason. Show had previously been 
|expected to go through the spring 
season. 

Redfield-Johnstone is the agency. 


Harbord Paid $60,920 


James G. Harbord, chairman of 
Radio Corporation of America, was 
paid $60,820 by the company and its 
subsidiaries in 1941, according to re- 
port issued this week by the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission. It 
also revealed that he owned 847 
shares of first preferred and 653 com- 
mon shares. 

SEC also listed May 5 as the date 
for the annual RCA stockholders’ 
meeting. 











Hummert Serials Scram Tough 


P&G Serial Oppositio 





Sarnoff Heckled 


David Sarnoff, head of RCA, 
was ‘interviewed’ by Charley 
McCarthy (Edger Bergen) on the 
53d floor of Radio City yesterday 
(Tuesday) afternoon before the 
lay and trade press. Dummy 
gave Sarnoff a royal ribbing 
about the radio outlook. 

It’s first time such an occasion 
has been arranged. Strictly for 
the insiders. Not broadcast. 


DONOVANITES 
NOW PRODUCE 
FOR WLWO0 


Schenectady, March 10. 

General Electric has discontinued 
broadcasting over its shortwave sta- 
tions WGEO-WGEA certain Italian 
and German language programs that 
it previously received from WLWO, 
Cincinnati, in exchange for its 
French and Swedish language pro- 
grams. The exchange had previously 
cleared by land wires through the 
switchboard of the Coordinator of 
Information (Donovan Committee) 
at 270 Madison avenue, New York 
City. General Electric became miffed 
upon discovery that the German and 
Italian announcers of WLWO had 
been moved a fortnight ago from 
Cincinnati to New York without 
notification to Schenectady. 

WGEO-WGEA have since made 
arrangements to continue German 
and Italian language shortwave 
propaganda obtained from NBC and 
CBS sources. 














Okay With Crosley 
Cincinnati, March 10. 

Crosley-owned WLWO, shortwave 
sister station to WLW, expects to 
maintain increasingly intimate rela- 
tionship with the Donovan Commit- 
tee. It is anticipated that the recent 
takeover of the German and Italian 
service by the Donovanites is the 
beginning of additional servicing by 
the Government agency. Crosley 
firm is said to see no reason for 
disapproving policy of Coordinator 
of Information to originate DX pro- 
grams from its new studios in Man- 
hattan and feeding them through to 
the Cincinnati shortwave beams to 
the outside world. 

WLWO will continue to originate 
in Cincinnati its own program serv- 
ices in Spanish for South America. 


‘MR. MEEK’ CAST ADRIFT 
BY LEVER BROTHERS 


Option on ‘Mr. Meek’ (CBS) was 
not picked up last week when it 
becarne due and the program goes 
off for Lever Bros. April 1. It plugs 
Lifebuoy, with Ruthrauff & Ryan as 








the agency. 
Account hasn’t decided as yet 
whether it wants to keep the 


Wednesday 8-8:30 p.m. period that 
‘Meek’ occupies for Lifebuoy re- 
placement. R & R meanwhile is au- 
ditioning ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ 
with Jack Haley in the lead, in Life- 
buoy’s behalf. 








Four Sterling and American Home 
Products serials in the 3-4 p.m. hour 
on the Blue are being moved by the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency to 
the 11-12 a.m. period on the same 
network. Transfer becomes effec. 
tive March 23, the date of the next 
13-week cycle. Hookup consists of 
115 stations and the programs in- 
volved are ‘Orphans of Divorce’ 
(Bayer and R, L. Watkins), ‘Amanda 
of Honeymoon Hill’ (Haley’s M-O 
and oe, toeuak ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
(Edna Wallace Hopper and Wyeth 
Hills) and ‘Just Plain Bill’ (Ana- 
cin). 

Move gets the four shows away 
from competition with the strong 
quartet of serials on NBC in the 3-4 
p.m. period. Latter include ‘Against 
the Storm,’ ‘Ma Perkins,’ ‘Pepper 
Young’ and ‘Vic and Sade,’ all spon- 
sored by Procter & Gamble. Oppo- 
sition will now be ‘Mary Marlin,’ 
‘Right to Happiness,’ ‘The Bartons’ 
for P. & G. and ‘David Harum’ for 
Babbitt on Red, and ‘Bright Horizon’ 
and ‘Aunt Jenny’ for General Mills, 
on CBS, 

As a result of the serial transfer, 
there will be a general reshuffle of 
the Blue daytime schedule, partic- 


ularly as regards filling the vacated” 


3-4 p.m. hour. Helen Hiett’s news 
series will be continued in the 10:15- 
10:30 a.m. spot and ‘House in the 
Country’ serial will also stay at 
10:30-10:45 am. Untitled new show, 
based on actual fact stories of army 
chaplains and aired in cooperation 
with the War Department, will be 
started in the 10:45-11 a.m. niche. 

Among the other programs being 
considered as replacements are ‘John 
Doe, American,’ a folksy family 
serial by Woody Close, who writes a 
show called ‘Susan’ on the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. and ‘Vance 
and Lila Starr,’ now heard on a 
Coast hookup. ‘Sur les Boulevards,’ 
a French-language musical seties 
from Montreal, may be scheduled in 
the 8:30-8:45 period Thursday nights, 
the Royal Northwest Mounted Police 
band may be spotted Saturday after- 
noons and a hillbilly show origin- 
ating on Prince Edward Island, may 
be put in the 6-6:15 p.m, daily slot 
on the network, though not locally 
on WJZ. 


RADIO WRITERS DRIVE 
IN NON-KEY AREAS 


Radio Writers Guild has appointed 
a new membership committee and 
plans an _ intensive membership 
drive, particularly emphasizing 
scripters outside of New York, Chi- 
cago and Hollywood. Idea is that 
the organization’s present member- 
ship in the key cities is fairly com- 
plete, but doesn’t extend as well in 
other communities, where Guild 
representation would presumably be 
more valuable for the writer. 

New York committee is chair- 
maned by Nora Stirling, succeeding 
Philo Higley, who recently went to 
the Coast on a Columbia film script- 
ing deal. Other committee members 
include Ann Barley, Bob Newman, 
Lynn Stone, Charles Jackson, Eliza- 
beth Hart and Stuart Ayers. 








Moose Jaw, Sask.—Joyce Carncross 
added to CHAB, Moose Jaw, as a 
writer and Norma McBain as an- 
nouncer. 





CBS Forgets Summer ‘Forecast Series; 
Too Busy With Morale Programs 





Columbia will not offer its usual] 
‘Forecast’ series this summer. Sus- 
tainer stanzas, offered the last two 


summers to showcase various pro- 
gram ideas and formulas for pros- 
pective sponsors, will probably be 
forgotten for the duration. Net- 
work’s program department too busy 
with current and forthcoming war 
shows. 

Two current commercial shows on 
CBS resulted from ‘Forecast’ pres- 
entations, both from the 1940 series. 
One is the Andre Kostelanetz-Albert 
Spalding program, taken by Coca- 





Cola, with some modification from 





‘Battle of Music,’ retaining producer 
George Zachary and scripter George 
Faulkner, but not including Ray- 
mond Paige or the classics-versus- 
swing idea. Other is ‘Duffy's Tav- 
ern,’ taken virtually intact by Schick 
razor from Ed Gardner’s original 
formula. General Foods takes over 
sponsorship of the show next Tues- 
day night (17) for Sanka coffee. 





Ai Stephenson, WNAC-WAAB, 
Boston, publicity head, resigned to 
enlist in Marines. James Powers, 
from promotion department, suc- 
ceeds. 


nat 3-4 P.M. 
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DETROIT TAUNTS THE AXIS 


TWO GOOD WAYS 


Two broadcasts widely separated in type Sunday night (8) 
provided interesting occasions for speculation anent right and 
wrong, effective or ineffective methods of radio-communicating 


’ 





= + 











intelligence and points of view to the 
‘ Because everybody seems agreed that lies are never in order 


ublic during wartime. 


and never good propaganda for a democracy, the viewpoint of 
scholarship as enunciated on Cesar Searchinger’s ‘Story Be- 
hind the News’ (NBC, 11:15 p.m.) was especially pertinent. 
Making a guest appearance on the program because it was the 
fourth anniversary thereof, Prof. James Shotwell, of Columbia 
University, recalled what historians. did in the last war under 
his chairmanship and bespoke the value of truth and carefully 
checked statement. Such is the stated policy of this program, 
of which the American Historical Assn. is the sponsor and 
Searchinger the regular speaker. 


The power of calm statement, clear, balanced, realistic, has 


been well exemplified by this series. 


Even when the news is 


unpleasant (and hasn’t it been?) the unadorned scholarship 
approach is much less disturbing than the emotional if more 


‘popular’ kinds of radio commentations. 


More programs like 


“The Story Behind the News’ might well be good medicine just 


now. 


Essentially, however, Searchinger’s program is probably 


somewhat upper crust. 


However simply written and deliv- 


ered, the thoughts remain a bit ‘highbrow’ for the masses. How 
to best use radio to stir the latter is currently a problem that 
the morale stage managers have not conspicuously solved. That 
is where the second program of Sunday evening (CBS, 10:30 


p.m.) may serve as an interesting contrast. 


‘They Live For- 


ever’ interpolated a section of script built around Ed Gardner’s 
dese, dem and dose bartender character, Archie, of ‘Duffy’s 


Tavern’ fame. 
Gardner discussed going to 
Bums’ affair. 





a baseball game, a Brooklyn 


His whole vernacular was from the tough neigh- 


borhoods. But the sounds and gab of the bleechers shouting at 
the umpires, joshing each other, etc., built a powerful contrast 
to the regimented heils dramatized as taking place in the 
Sportspalast of Berlin. The whole technique of employing ex- 
aggerated sports jargon and side-of-the-mouth delivery to get 
across abstract ideas about good guys and bad guys, the lineup 
for today between the United Nations and the Axis Nations, 


packed a lot of potential wallop. 


To sum up, absolute fidelity to scholarship seefhs to fit 
morale’s best purposes for the fancier vocabularies. Down-to- 
earth regard for everyday lingo belongs to the program that 
shoots at the lower strata of the population, 





QUIZ KIDS AND 
ALLEN SWAP 


‘Quiz Kids’ (Alka Seltzer) will 
make a special appearance Sunday, 
March 29, on the Fred Allen (Tex- 
aco) program. In return Allen will 
appear with the Kids on their own 
program as quiz-master. Latter date 
will be April Fool’s Day. 

Jack Benny and the Kids did a 
similar swap last season. 


FREAK EXPLOSION 
AT KOIN, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., March 10. 

KOIN staffers got a jolt last week 
from an explosion and fire in the 
technicians’ supply room, Caused by 
Spontaneous combustion 0” a bag of 
dise filings, explosion blew office 
doors open throughout the studio 
and knocked people off their chairs. 








_Announcer Joe Mitchell who was 


ready to put on a spot announce- 
ment, landed on the floor when he 
sat on a non-existent chair that had 
been blown from under him. 

Ear] Denham and Jack Lombard, 
KOIN technicians, were burned 
about the face and hands, but not 
seriously. Damage to supplies, how- 
ever, was considerable. 





Bill Rambeau’s New Three 
: Chicago, March 10. 
William Rambeau rep office has 
been appointed as national sales rep 
for three more stations. 
They are WMIN, St. Paul; KABC, 
San Antonio; KBON, Omaha. 





Sandra Michael Requested 
To Write Special Radio 
Show for War Board 


Washington, March 10. 


Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against 
the Storm,’ Procter & Gamble serial 
on NBC, may write a show for the 
War Production Board, which last 
week took over the radio depart- 
ment of the Office of Emergency 
Management. Scripter has tenta- 
tively agreed to do the new pro- 
gram, but is uncertain about what 
specific propaganda idea is to be 
stressed and what form the stanza 
should take. 

Bernard C. Shoenfeld, WPB radio 
head, asked Miss Michael to do the 
series. She is currently in Palm 
Springs, Cal., but the matter is being 
handled for her in New York by 
John Gibbs, her husband and pro- 
ducer of ‘Storm.’ 


Jay Sims to WLW 


Cincinnati, March 10. 


Jay Sims, who succeeded Peter 
Grant on WLW’s il p.m. news spot 
Monday (9), is piping the programs 
from New York for a few days, 
pending his final release from WOR, 
where he has been doing a newscast 
at the same time. The copy, pre- 
pared by Fred Thomas, veteran 
Crosley newsroom man, is filed from 
here and, temporarily, is being re- 
corded by Sims because of the WOR 
stint. Sponsorship is divided be- 
tween Salhepatica, Minit Rub and 
Luden’s cough drops. 

Grant joined the Army Monday 
(9) at Fort Thomas, Ky., opposite 
Cincy, as Private Melvyn Meredith 
McGinn. 














ePECIAL RADIO. 
DALY MARCH 2 


Broadcast Designed to Raise 
Hopes of Victims of Nazis 
—Will Be Heard Around 
the World in Many Lan- 
guages and Will Empha- 
size Democratic Com- 
raderie of Alien Races 
Working’ on Assembly 
Lines of Motor City 








GOVT. LIKES IDEA 





Detroit, March 10. 

Detroit will tell the United States, 
the United Nations and the enemy 
what to expect from Detroit, now 
that the motor city is stripped down 
for war and nothing but war. A 
super-morale radio program will be 
broadcast March 22 to the whole 
world, in which not only will the 
mechanical know-how of Detroit be 
shouted, but will be shouted in half 
a dozen languages to prove to Euro- 
peans and Asiatics now under the 
heel of tyranny that democracy is 
real in Detroit, where all races and 
all tongues work together on the 
assembly lines so that in due season 
the United Nations will pin back the 
ears of Germany, Japan and Italy. 

A Newspaper Idea 

This radio program idea began as 
a suggestion by the ‘cosmopolitan 
editor’ of the Detroit Free Press, 
Paul M. Deac, who also heads a néw 
group called ‘Americans All,’ which 
is bringing the immigrant stock to- 
gether for the fight. Reaction to the 
suggestion has been so enthusiastic in 
Washington that Vice-President 
Henry Wallace or Under-Secretary of 
State Summner Welles may come 
here for the broadcast. 

The major radio chains are ex- 
pected to take at least one-half hour 
of the program from a ‘Rally of 
Freedom,’ to be staged in an audi- 
torium here. Shortwave facilities 
and cooperation of the British Broad- 
casting Corp. have been lined up. 

It’s hoped the size, scope, polyglot 
nature— German, Polish, French, 
Italian, etc.—of program from fabu- 
lous Detroit, with its production 
genius, will make the Nazis feel ill 
and their. victims fee] the upsurge of 
hope in the bold promise of rescue. 

Broadcasts in many languages, in 
whole and in excerpt, are being ar- 
ranged, so that maximum impact on 
behalf of democratic propaganda can 
be obtained. 





Yanks-Limeys Liaison 

WMCA, N. Y., debuts today (Wed- 
nesday) a series of programs aimed 
at bringing British and American 
armaments workers into closer con- 
tact. Series will also be shortwaved 
over WRUL. The unity idea is be- 
ing directed by the labor division 
of the War Production Board. 

Initial program will feature Sidney 
Hillman. Slated for later inclusion 
are Ernest Bevin, British labor min- 
ister, and other prominent United 
National labor leaders. Both Amer- 
ican and British munitions workers 
will also participate in telling United 
Nations soldiers wherever they are 
what they, the workers, are going to 
help defeat the Nazis, Italians and 
Japs. 


Will Hire Wives While 
Husbands Are in Army 


Lincoln, Neb., March 10. 

When Mrs. Barney Oldfield started 
in the KFAB-KFOR continuity de- 
partment yesterday (9), general 
manager Don Searle inaugurated a 
policy with the stations which will 
be put into force where possible all 
down the line. 

As each member of the staff is 
taken into the army, he intends to 
bring on the spouse, if she can be 
worked into the station staffs in 
any way. Oldfield, film chatterer on 
KFOR, has been called into the 
army, and is stationed at Ft. Benning, 
Ga. 
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Rivals Offer to Carry Mutual Show 
As a Favor to Uncle Sam But 
Fred Weber Thinks It's for Pleasure. 





M.D. Chides the Boys 


Troy, N. Y., March 10. 

A caustic jibe at radio-sponsor 
claims for vitami: products, 
mouth washes and chewing gum 
was made by Dr. John J. Rainey, 
Troy physician. He was speak- 
ing on ‘Medicine in Medieval 
Times,’ before the Women’s 
Auxiliary of Troy Hospital. 

‘Although pure drug laws 
were in force in Italy 600 years 
ago, with death the penalty for 
violation,’ said Dr. Rainey, ‘it is 
a matter of conjecture whether 
even Emperor Frederick II could 
find punishment to fi. the crime 
of the radio sponsor and his 
Satellites gloating over chewing 
gum to ward off gout; mouth 
washes from which deadly germs 
shrink and die of chagrin, and 
the alphabetical vitamin, abso- 
lutely guaranteed to make con- 
tented husbands more contented,’ 


Local Beer Show 
Awards Bond To 
Patriot of Week’ 


Seattle, March 10. 

One of the biggest shows ever 
produced in the Pacific Northwest 
starts tomorrow over KJR at 7 p.m. 
Titled ‘Time to Relax’ the half hour 
show will go out over the Northwest 
triangle to KGA, Spokane and KGW, 
Portland. Sponsor is Olympia Beer. 

Show will feaure a 25-piece or- 
chestra under the direction of Lloyd 
Solberg plus vocalists and other tal- 
ent. 

There'll be a weekly award of a 
$50 Defense bond to the person who 
has performed the most outstanding 
service in the interests of National 
Defense in military or civilian serv- 
ice in the Pacific Northwest during 
the week. 


Engineer G. Rider Writes 
Piece for CBS’ Workshop; 
Hepcat Lingo by Brown 


Gene Rider, engineer on ‘School 
of the Air of the Americas’ program 
on CBS, has scripted a drama to be 
produced March 22 on ‘Columbia 
Workshop.’ Titled ‘The Green Re- 
ceipt.’ Guy della Cioppa will di- 
rect it. 

Next Sunday afternoon’s (15) 
‘Workshop’ offering will be ‘A Child’s 
History of Hot Music,’ with Walter 
Gross conducting the orchestra, B. 
A. Brown, who has since become an 
ensign in the navy, wrote the con- 
tinuity in hepcat lingo, with the mu- 
sical greats such as Beethoven, Bach, 
etc., talking in that idiom. 

An opera based on one of Kip- 
ling’s ‘Just So’ stories, ‘The Butter- 
fly That’s Stamped,’ will be pre- 
sented on the March 29 edition of 
the ‘Workshop.’ Randall Thompson 
composed the music for the show, 
which will run 55 minutes. Opus 
is titled ‘Solomon and Balkis’ and 
was commissioned by CBS and the 
League of Composers. 

For the Easter show, April 6, Max- 
well Anderson’s ‘Free Company’ 
script, ‘Miracle on the Danube,’ will 
probably be revived. 




















Memphis.—George Falder is step- 
ping over from an announcing spot 
at WMC to promotions manager for 
the station. Fred Carder into uni- 
form. 
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Despite the adoption by NBC and 
CBS several weeks ago of a policy 
tabooing duplication of sustaining 
programs, the two networks last 
week asked the War Department for 
permission to broadcast a round-by- 
round account of the Joe Louis-Abe 
Simon bout which will be held Fri- 
day, March 27, at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., in behalf of the Army 
Relief Fund. Tact taken by NBC and 
CBS is that since the event involves 
a Government project it ought not to 
be confined to a single network, 
namely, Mutual. Latter web holds 
the exclusive rights to all Garden 
fights with Gillette Razor as the third 
party to the contract. 

The Army authorities referred the 
two older networks to Mike Jacobs, 
who promoted the bout, and Jacobs, 
in turn, advised NBC and CBS to 
take the matter up with Fred Weber, 
Mutual general manager. Weber in- 
formed Jacobs that he could assure 
the Army that the fight broadcast 
would receive ample coverage 
throughout the country via Mutual’s 
facilities. 

Mutual, on the other hand, wasn’t 
sure whether the other networks’ 
offer of their facilities for the fight 
had been prompted by motives of 
co-operation with Uncle Sam or 
whines they saw in this situation a 
chance to pay Mutual off for some of 
the recent heckling that they had 
had to take from that network. ; 

The fight is slated to go on the air 
at 10 p.m. Both NBC and CBS have 
commercials at that hour. With the 
former it’s the ‘Capt. Flagg and 
Sergt. Quirt’ (Wings cigarets) show 
and the latter, the Glenn Miller pro- 
gram (Chesterfield). 


FRED WEBER 
MEMO ON RCA 


Fred Weber, Mutual general man- 
ager, has circularized his organiza- 
tion and the network’s affiliates 
with a memo on what their new tact 
should be in explaining the separa- 
tion of the NBC and Blue networks. 
The note says tnat ‘NBC has 
achieved partial success in confus- 
ing this issue’ but urges that all con- 
cerned with Mutual make it clear to 
outsiders that RCA owns all the 
stock and controls all the opera- 
tions of the two networks, NBC and 
the Blue. 

‘If you will constantly,’ advises 
Weber’s memo, ‘refer to the two net- 
works owned by RCA, we will pre- 
vent the false impression that these 
are two separate networks.’ 


SPONSOR’S DAUGHTER 
ON BIGGER HOOKUP 


San Antonio, March 10. 

Universal Mills is extending its 
radio coverage from KGKO, Fort 
Worth, to stations of the Lone Star 
chain. Talent is singer Christine 
Strong. 

Added are: KTSA; here; KXYZ 
Houston; KGNC, Amarillo; KRIS, 
Corpus Christi; KRGV, Weslaco, and 
KFIM, Beaumont. 

Miss Stone, a contralto, is the 
daughter of Gaylord Stone, president 
of Universal Mills. 

Handled through the Ray K. Glenn 
agency. : 


87 Blurbs Starting In 
May for Continental Oil 


Continental Oil is issuing order for 
a spot announcement campaign to 
start in May. Minimum is 87 blurbs. 
The account elects to suspend the 
announcements during June and run 
the balance off during July, August 
and September. 

Tracy-Locke-Dawson is the agency. 
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Treasury Weighs Views on Discs That 
Local Stations Could Sell to Sponsors 





Washington, March 10. 

Lively interest in the possibility 
of getting new Treasury Dept. bond- 
promoting records that might be 
sponsored by local advertisers—thus 
turning an unprofitable public serv- 
ice into a source of limited revenue 
—is being shown by broadcasters. 
Hints that the Treasury may alter 
present policies so the cooperating 
stations can get some reimbursement 
brought prompt responses. 

The first cay’s mati contained a 
score of inquiries about the possi- 
bility of obtaining platters which 
could be offered for local sale. 
Nothing has crystallized in this di- 
rection, but the reaction to the first 
tip probably will spur Vincent Cal- 
lahan and his aides to perfecting the 
vague suggestion. 

Though entirely willing to devote 
all possible resources and efforts to 
raising money for war expenses, ra- 
dio industry leaders have been irked 
for months over the Treasury’s re- 
fusal to compensate—even indirect- 
ly—stations which have been throw- 
ing in gobs of gratis time for bond 
plugging. Esvecially since news- 
papers, magazines, and direct-mail 
outfits are deriving an income. Be- 
sides buying large amounts of space, 
the Treasury has furnished mats— 
both copy and illustrations—that 
newspapers have induced public- 
spirited concerns to include in their 
displays. Broadcasters, though, have 
been giving away their facilities all 
the time. 

The present series of Treasury 
platters can’t be sponsored. Under- 
standing with the talent was that 
no money-making would be toler- 
ated. This enabled the Government 
to enlist the help of radio and screen 
eg oe who otherwise would 

ave balked or wanted a royalty or 
have been prevented by contract 
terms from participating. 

If the response is sufficient, Cal- 
Jahan is disposed to arrange for a 
new bunch of discs that could be 
turntabled at some local advertis- 
er’s expense. 








Network Premieres 


(March 11-21) 





March 17 
‘Guiding Light,’ serial, replac- 
ing ‘Mystery Man,’ 2:15-2:30 p.m., 
daily, NBC-Red (WEAF); Gen- 
eral Mills (Wheaties), Knox 
Reeves agency. 
March 19 . 
Dorothy Thompson, news tom- 
ment; 8:45-9 p.m., Blue (WJZ); 
Trimount clothes, Emil Mogul 
agency. 
March 20 
Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase Tay- 
lor), variety; 7-7:30 p.m., Fridays, 
Blue (WJZ); Ontario province, 
Walsh agency. 


WBBM Transmitter Must 
Move, Navy Rates Old 
Tower Aviation Hazard 


Chicago, March 10. 

WBBM is moving its transmitter 
from Glenview to Itasca (Ill.), the 
move being necessitated by a de- 
cision from the United States Navy 
that the Glenview tower and trans- 
mitter constitutes a hazard for flyers 
at the Glenview airport. 

With the Navy interested, Colum- 
bia-WBBM has been able to procure 
materials under a priority rating and 
construction on the new transmitter 
will go ahead at full speed for a new 
660-foot structure. 














Kent-Johnson Runs WJZ 
All-Night Disc Medley 


WJZ, New York, key station of 
the Blue network, starts a local all- 
night recorded show Monday (16). 
Stanza to be titled ‘Say It With 
Music’ will be available for spon- 
sorship, with five nightly announce- 
ments priced at $400 a week. There 





MAKING A RECORD WITH | 
KAYE IS THE PAYOFF 


Cleveland, March 10. 
Elaine D. Beatty, 17, high school | 
student, was named winner in WHK- | 
WCLE’s contest (8) to determine the | 
‘outstanding amateur vocalist.’ Stunt 
Was sponsored by Burt’s, Inc., and | 
the Cleveland Phonograph Mer- | 
ehants’ Association. 
Miss Beatty will leave for Chicago | 
in April where she will make a re- | 
cording with Sammy Kaye. Miss | 
Beatty will also be heard over | 
WCLE'’s ‘Mutual Goes Calling’ pro- | 
gram. 











Krents Succeeds Williams | 


At Council for Democracy| 


Albert N. Williams has resigned as | 
radio director of the Council For | 
Democracy, New York. He was on 
salary directly to the Council. He 
will be succeeded by Milton E 
Krents on assignment’ from the 


American Jewish Committee who has | 


recently been serving as radio con- 
sultant to the Office of Civilian De- 
fense in Washington. 

_Council is in a transitional period 
Since failure to negotiate a mergel 
with the Citizens Victory Committee. 

Williams is returning to freelance 
radio work. 


Dinah Shore Buys Freedom 


Dinah Shore has settled her con- 
tract with the General Amusement 
Corp. for a cash payment of $6,000. 
GAC claimed that its convenant with 
Miss Shore had two years to go. 

_ Miss Shore has yet to work out a 
similar settlement with NBC. Under 
the management contracts which 
bound her te NBC and GAC she was 
to pay each 5% of her income. 


Donald Hamilton at WOR 


Donald Hamilton has joined the 
staff of WOR, New York, as office 
manager of the program department, 
a new position. 

He was formerly with the personal 
loan department of the~National City 
Bank and before that assistant man- 
ager of Norman Bel-Geddes & Co., 
Inc., industrial designers. 





will be three-minute hourly news 
summaries, with spots available as 
time signals, station-breaks, etc. 
Program running from 1-7 a.m. daily 
will be produced by Alan Kent and 
Ginger Johnson, who will also 
handle it on the air. 

Station experimented with ll- 
night operation for some weeks 
after U. S. entry into the war. 
WEAF, New York outlet for NBC, 
also operated all night for a while 
at that time. WABC, Columbia’s 
key station in New York, and WOR, 
the local Mutual outlet, have had 
all-night policies for some time. 





Neblett Trying Chicago 
Chicago, March 10. 

Johnnie Neblett, for the past 
couple of years with KWK, St. Louis 
on sports and special events, has quit 
that town for Chicago and free-lance 
radio. 

Has signatured with the James 
Parks office and is set to turn out a 
five-minute narration series tagged 
‘Heartbeats Behind the Headlines,’ 
which will be directed by Ted Mac- 
Murray. 


Williams Shaving Renews 
‘True or False’ on Blue 


Williams Shaving Cream has re- 
newed for its ‘True or False’ pro- 
gram on the Blue, with the new 
contract taking the show through 
June 30. 

The show will start soon on a tour 
of army camps. 


JOKE-TOPPING 
SHOW ON CKAC 


Montreal, March 10. 

Starting tomorrow (11) for an in- 
definite run over CKAC, French lan- 
guage independent station, once 
weekly, Imperial Tobacco, Ltd. 
(Sweet Caporals) sponsors ‘Le Ral- 
lie-ment du Rire’ (Laugh Rally), 
produced by Whitehall Broadcasting 
Co, Fans are asked to send in jokes 
on given subjects and these are com- 
pared .:th jokes thought up by the 
judges. If the fan beats the judge he 
or she gets substantial money prize. 
Judges are Gerard Delage, Ovila 
Legare, Hector Charland and Fred 
Barry. 

Show will also be aired on French 
stations CHRC, Quebec City and 
CKCH, Hull. 











‘Can You Top This?’ 
Joe Laurie, Harry Hershfield and 
‘Senator’ Ford conduct a ‘Can You 
Top This?’ joke rally, apparently 
similar to the above Quebec pro- 
gram. Kirkman’s Soap sponsors on 
WOR, New York, local only. 





Menkin’s Suit Would Still 
WMCA’s (Freedom) Show 


Lawrence Menkin, radio script 
writer, filed suit yesterday (Tues- 
day) in N. Y. supreme court against 
WMCA, Inc., seeking an injunction 
against the radio program entitled, 


‘Voice of Freedom,’ scheduled to 
premiere today (Wednesday). Plea 
for a temporary injunction restrain- 
ing the broadcast will be argued 
today (Wed.). 

Menkin claims ‘Voice of Freedom’ 
is an exact replica of his script ‘Mr. 
V,’ written by him in July, 1941, and 
submitted to Walter Craig, program 
director of WMCA. Script was re- 
jected on the grounds it was un- 
timely, plaintiff says, but he claims 
‘Voice of Freedom,’ sponsored by 
Freedom House, was evolved in Feb- 
ruary, 1942, by WMCA. 





Hard to Avoid Newscasts 


San Antonio, March 10. 

Texaco is set for newscasts over 
station KABC with Tommy Reynolds 
of the KABC news staff. Company 
has been airing a series of newscasts 
over the Texas State network, but is 
finding that in many cities e majority 
of stations are airing newscasts at 
the same time as the Texaco news- 
cast. 

They have therefore arranged for 
local stations to broadcast newscasts 
at other times in the morning, pref- 
erably prior to other heavy morning 
newscasts periods. 

















Cash-Pull Deals Again Proposed 
As Chiz Biz Spurts in Confusion 





| One effect of the recent batch of 
| network commercial cancellation has 
been a resurge of activity among 
| those small ad agencies that special- 
ize in off-the-rate-card deals. They're 
back to circularizing station men 
with a conglomeration of per-inquiry 
plans. In no instance do they name 
the account. Most of the letters give 
the impression that the agency is 
seeking to gather a list of acquies- 
cent stations before making a pitch 
| for an account that might be sold on 
a per-inquiry arrangement. 

From one such agency, stations 
last week received a questionnaire 











products, it wrote, were to be sold 
on a money-back guarantee, and the 
| Stations were to receive at least 30% 
of the selling price. The question- 
naire asked for all sorts of case his- 
tories dealing with the station’s pull- 
ing power on cash-down offers. 





that ran to closely-typed pages. All |* 


Lieut. Howard Nussbaum 
Assigned to ‘This Is War’ 


Howard Nussbaum, Blue staff pro- 
ducer and assistant to Harry Frazee, 
production head of the network, has 
resigned to take a First Lieutenant’s 
commission in the Army Air Corps. 
He is assigned to the four-network 
‘This Is War’ series, assisting Nor- 
man Corwin. 

Besides being the Blue’s produc- 
tion aide on ‘This Is War,’ Nussbaum 
was network production man on the 
Elsa Maxwell show for Ry-Krisp. 





Sid Morse Into Air Corps 


Sid Morse, of the William Morris 
agency radio department, has been 
accepted by the Army Air Corps and 
leaves March 28 for training. 

— be stationed at Maxwell Field, 

a. 





N.A.B. Warns “Alibis Don’t Go’ 





ever tackled. Here it is: 


Sell it, and sell it hard. 
Sell it morning, noon and night. 


We have the facilities. 


The front page of the weekly bulletin of the National Association 
of Broadcasters (dated March 6) under the heading ‘We Got a New 
Job’ talks very frankly to broadcasters about what's expected of 
them. Briefly what’s expected is some ingenuity and leadership, at 
least as much showmanship as they display in advertising, at least 
as much independent know-row and know-what as they are capable 
of when personal profits are at stake. N.A.B. says it in these words: 

The government has just handed radio the biggest selling job it has 


SELL THE PEOPLE THE WAR PRODUCTION PROGRAM 


Sell it until there is ‘sweat and action on the production line to match 
the blood and action on the battle line.’ 

And we’re not to say ‘tell us what to do and we'll do it.’ That’s out 
the window, like ‘business as usual.’ 

The government has given us an order. It’s up to us to sell the goods. 
We have the time and talent. 
more, we know how to sell. If we can make people buy anything from 
baby food to tombstones, we surely can figure out a way to sell them on 
the idea of getting to work to save their own skins, 

And if we don’t—well, we all know what that means. 


Mutual's February 112.1% Over 1941 


And, what's 














Jack Hurdle to Coast 
for S. Temple Show; 
Other B.&B. Shifts 


Jack Hurdle, staff director of Ben- 
ton & Bowles, planed Saturday (7) 
to the Coast to take over direction 
of the ‘Junior Miss’ program, with 
Shirley Temple, for the agency. He’ll 
replace Mann Holiner, regular direc- 
tor of the Fannie Brice show, who 
was brought in at the last minute to 
handle the ‘Junior Miss’ debut broad- 
east. Hurdle will probably stay on 
the Coast with the program for at 
least 13 weeks, possibly permanently. 
Series is sponsored Wednesday nights 
on CBS by Procter & Gamble. 


With Hurdle’s departure, there is a 
general shift of Benton & Bowles di- 
rectorial assignments. Don Cope, who 
recently retufned after a lengthy ill- 
ness, is again handling the Gladys 
Swarthout-Deems Taylor show on 
CBS for Prudential, plus ‘Mary Mar- 
lin’ on NBC-Red (repeat on CBS) 
for P.& G. Fritz Blocki, recently im- 
ported from Chicago, directs ‘We the 
Abbotts’ on the Red for Best Foods, 
‘Kate Hopkins’ on CBS for Maxwell 
house, and the New York cut-in com- 
mercials on ‘Junior Miss.’ When 
‘Abbotts’ and ‘Kate’ go off the air in 
a few more weeks, Blocki will be 
given other assignments. 


Ken MacGregor, who has been di- 
recting ‘Abbotts,’ has gone toe Chi- 
cago on a more or less permanent 
assignment to direct the WGN oper- 


contest winners. Roy Bailey is di- 
recting ‘Portia Faces Life’ for Gen- 
eral Foods on the Red, and Theodora 
Yates is handling ‘Lincoln Highway’ 
for Shinola on the same network. 
Kirby Hawkes, the agency’s radio 
head, who went to the Coast to help 
ready ‘Junior Miss,’ will remain 
there three or four more weeks. 


Add: Doc Brinkley’s Grief 


Del Rio, Texas, March 10. 

According to a statement made by 
United States District Attorney Sam 
Rorex of Little Rock, Ark., ‘Doc’ 
John R. Brinkley, former goat gland 
operations wholesaler, would be 
brought to trial there about June 1 
on indictment charging mail fraud in 
connection with his sex-rejuvenation 
advertisements. 

Last September the ‘Doc,’ his wife, 
and six other persons were indicted 
on the ground that his mailed liter- 
ature ‘falsely pretended’ that he ‘had 
found a real substance which, when 
properly administered, would restore 
to normal sexual vigor sexually weak 
men and women.’ 

At the time of the indictment 
Brinkley was in a hospital at Kansas 
City, bedridden from a leg amputa- 
tion. He is at preesnt on a Texas 
ranch, location of which is being 
kept a secret, trying to regain his 
health. 











Weston Hill to Sherman 
Chicago, March 10. 

Weston Hill, former v.p. and copy 
director of the Kastor agercy, join- 
ing the copy department of the Sher- 
man & Marquette agency. 

Hill was formerly with Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert and Ruthrauff & 





Ryan agencies, 


etta series, including the three prize | 





Meantime CBS Network Gross for March, 1942, 
Likely to Be First Dip Since 1939 


Mutual Network last month had a . 


gross saies increase of 112.1% over 
February, 1941. The billings for 
February, "42, came to $938,185, while 
the gross that prevailed for the like 
month of 1941 was $442,167. The ac- 
cumulative total fer the two first 
months of "42 is $1,962,697, or 107.2% 
better than it was for the parallel 
period of 1941. 

Columbia will show at the end of 
the current month (March) the first 
dip into the minus region s‘nce 
March, 1939. CBS’ gross billings for 
the current month will be under the 
figure for March, 1941. The last 
minus stretch for that network began 
in April, ’38, and ended last full year. 


Phil Spitalny Girls Play 
More Military Stations; 
White Along for BBD&O 


Phil Spitalny’s ‘Hour of Charm’ 
program for General Electric opened 
another tour of army camps and 


naval bases with a show last night 
(Tuesday) at Ft. Bragg, N. C. It was 
not braadcast. Ali-girl orchestra 
plays tonight (Wednesday) at Camp 
Stewart, Ga. and does its NBC 
broadcast Sunday night (15) from 
Bay Front Park, Miami. 

No dates have been set so far for 
next week, but the March 22 broad- 
cast will be from the Miami Naval 
Air Base. Non-broadcast shows will 
be played March 24 and 28 from 
Chapman Field, Fla. Regular broad- 
cast March 29 will be from Camp 
Blanding, Fla., and a non-broadcast 
date will be played March 31 at 
Quantico (Va.) Marine Base, on the 
troupe’s way back to New York. 

Full production crew is being taken 
along on the trip by Spitalny. Dave 
White, the producer-director for B. 
B. D. & O., leaves tonight (Wednes- 
day) after handling the ‘Schaefer 
Revue’ broadcast on WEAF, New 
York, for the agency, and will then 
stay with the troupe throughout the 
tour. Also going along are Jack 
Meakin, NBC production man; Ed 
Whittaker, the engineer, ahd Alton 
Alexander, continuity writer. 

During White’s absence the ‘Schae- 
fer Revue’ will be directed by his 
assistant, Dick Wendelken. Guests 
on the show are John Feeney and the 
Three Jesters, tonight (Wednesday ); 
Hazel Scott, March 18; Harry James, 
March 25, and Dave Rubinoff, April 
1, Program is a local on WEAF, New 
York. It is also a B. B. D. & O. ac- 
count. 

Spitalny will have his own p.a., 
George D. Lottman, plus Jim Burke 
from the agency paving the way for 
his Dixie camp tour. 











Robert Wamboldt West; 
Compton’s Ralston East 


Robert Wamboldt, who recently 
joined the Compton agency produc- 
tion staff, left Saturday for the Coast 
to take over supervision of the Ran- 
som Sherman show there for Proc- 
ter & Gamble. 

Gilbert Raiston, the agency's net- 
work production supervisor, who 
went to Hollywood some time ago to 
launch the Sherman program on 
CBS, is due back in New York 
around April 1. 
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The Blue is Building omplete streamlining of the Blue Network operation 
a extends even to office reconstruction these days. Picture above explains 
why you may currently be having some slight difficulty in locating your 


Blue representative in his normal place. From this purely momentary con- 
fusion, however, will emerge new, conveniently grouped offices for the Blue 
staff which will result in even better service for advertisers and agencies. 
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Live Wire Blue Operator inspects new wiring for electric clock. No clock- Open Door Policy continues on the Blue despite alterations. We’re always 
watchers, Blue salesmei are concerned with selling time, not telling it. interested in new ideas, new programs, and new business. 

They have a convincing story for economy-minded advertisers (as who Already the Blue is setting the pace for ’42 with five 

isn’t these days) of how the Blue lowers your cost of distribution by bright new shows on the air. Remember, even in these 

giving more listeners per dollar. 


: S ‘ . sTWORK 
“reconstruction days” it’s easy to do business with the Blue. e 
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BLUE NETWORK COMPANY, INC. + A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 
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For the Time Being Broadcasting Not 


Subject to Special Tax As Medium 





Washington, March 10. 

Though no industry observer is 
rash enough to predict what will 
happen before the row is over, 
broadcasting front men were cheer- 
ed last week that the Treasury De- 
partment made no recommendation 
to Congress for any direct levy on 
radio in outlining ways of boosting 
Federal revenues by $7,000,000,000- 
plus. 

The Treasury, which has been 
studying possibilities of skimming 
some of the cream from networks’ 
and stations’ grosses, was silent con- 
eerning the idea which actually 
reached the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee a year ago and which has 
been preached by the printing trades 
and other radio foes. Neither Secre- 
tary Morgenthau, in his general out- 
line, nor Randolph Paul, brain- 
truster who talked details as well as 
tax philosophy, made any passes at 
broadcasters. 

This does not mean that broadcast- 
ing is sure to escape unscathed—or 
without a fight. As all experienced 
legislative watchers know, the rev- 
enue-seeking solons often fall back 
on levies that never were discussed 
at open hearings when they get 
around to writing the revenue bills. 
Furthermore, it is a veritable cer- 
tainty the printing trades unions will 
renew their arguments in favor of a 
drastic gross billings impost (last 
year they induced the House Ways 
& Means Committee to recommend 
a special levy that would have si- 
phoned around $12,000,000 from in- 
dustry coffers) or a wattage fee. 

Warnings that the unions are 
sharpening their bolos again are 
seen in another recent communica- 
tion from John B. Haggerty, presi- 
dent of the labor group, raising new 
complaints about ‘diversion’ of ad- 
vertising from printed to spoken 
media. Viewing with alarm the 
likelihood that war influences will 
cause big advertisers to prune their 





R. J. TEICHNER UPPED 


NBC 





Also Advances J. H. Mac- 
Donald, Harry McKeon 





NBC board of directors last Friday 
(6) upped R. J. Teichner to the post 
of treasurer, named John H. Mac- 
Donald assistant treasurer and ap- 
pointed Harry F. McKeon comptrol- 
ler. 

The promotion resulted from the 
vacancy created by Mark Wood's 
transfer as NBC treasurer to the 
presidency of the Blue network. 


Ralph Edwards Ill, Out 


Raiph Edwards, ill with a glandu- 
lar infection, missed last Saturday 
nights’ (7) broadcasts of his “Truth 
or Consequences’ program on NBC- 
Red (WEAF) for Procter & Gamble. 
Although ill the previous week, he 
played the show, but was subse- 
quently bedded with a temperature. 
He’s expected back for this week’s 
show. 

Me! Allen, regular announcer on 
the series, subbed for Edwards on the 
Saturday show. 











R. Coleman Joins KYW 


Buffalo, March 10. 

Roger Coleman, vocalist, has left 
WGR-WKBW, to join KYW, Phila- 
delphia, where he will be starred on 
the Esslinger Beer program. It’s a 
new account for KYW. 

Coleman did a show for the J. N. 
Adam Co. in Buffalo. 





budgets, Haggerty has tried to crank 
up his members with a bulletin re- 
calling past efforts ‘to protect the 
work opportunities’ of card-holders 
via the radio levy which went by 





the boards in the Senate Finance 


Committee last year. 










































































ALL OUT FOR VICTORY 


| > ae is ready. Before the 
first shot resounded over Pearl 
Harbor, Radio had prepared Itself 
in army maneuvers and was 
ready. 


Twenty-one years ago, it was a 
mere baby founded on the princi- 


ple that a thought is conveyed 
quicker, more clearly and more 
poignantly when it is spoken. 


Today. like every other valiant 
and patriotic 21-year-old serving 
our country. Radio, as we know 
it today, has enlisted in its first 
war. There can be no question 
as to its course or its determina- 
tion to see it through until the 
war and the peace that follows 
is won. 


Our duty is clear. There is time 
now for nothing but winning the 
war, and we face the task with the 
full knowledge and experience of 
21 years growth un- 
equalled by any other 
medium of communi- 
cation. 


In timos like these 


when smaller gains 
+ musi be sacrificed for 


THE NATI 





a. greater cause, Radio, fully real- 
izing that modern warfare cannot 
be conducted without it, is throw- 
ing over commercial gains when 
they interfere with the common 
good, is waiving news scoops 
when such information is valuable 
to the enemy, and has imposed a 
tigid censorship. 


By providing entertainment and re- 
laxation, it is bolstering both army 
and civilian morale. By keeping 
America the best informed nation 
in the world, unified action is in- 
stantly possible, eliminating costly 
delays, and carrying with it all 
important public opinion. 


Thus, Radio, the great Filth Estate, 
is all out for Victory. And Ameri- 
cans, realizing its vital importance 
and responsibility, look to it as 
never before in history for help and 
courage, and the Victory which, 
God willing, is sure 
to come, 


WSM is proud to be 
@ part of the Amori- 
oan system of broad- 
casting... the great 
Fifth Estate. 
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New NBC Stress On Religious Items 


(NBC press division at Radio City, New York, has adopted this special format 
for publicity announcements of interest to churchmen.) 


NBC - March 6, 1942 


H 0 


Religious Uews 


LY WEEK 





1942 


The RED NETWORK of the National Broadcasting Company offers six pro- 
| grams of religious interest for Holy Week, April 3, 4, and 5, in 1942, 








AFRA SEEKS EXTENSION | 


OF SOUND EFFECTS PACT 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists will shortly start negotiations 
with NBC and the Blue network for 
renewal of its contract for sound 
effects men. Union is seeking vari- 
ous boosts over terms of the exist- 
ing pact, which expires April 30. 

Negotiations will also be under- 
taken by AFRA soon with stations 
WINS and WNEW. New York. 
Latter deais cover all mike talent, 
including actors, singers, announcers 
and sound effects men. Expected 
there may be some difficulty in 
reaching a new agreement with 
WINS. 


Network Renewals} 


‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ 52 
weeks, 126-station NBC-Red, effec- 
tive April 7, Johnson wax, Needham, 
Louis & Brorby agency. 

Percy Faith orchestra, 39 weeks, 
59-station NBC-Red, effective April 
6, Carnation milk, Erwin Wasey 
agency. 

‘Helpmate,’ 52 weeks, 35 NBC-Red 
stations, effective March 23, Cudahy 
packing, Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency (Chicago). 

‘News of the World,’ 30 NBC-Red 
stations, 52 weeks, effective March 
30, Miles Laboratories, Wade agency. 

Jack Benny, NBC-Red, two more 
years, effective next fall, General 
Foods, Young & Rubicam agency. 

‘Old Fashioned Revival Hour,’ 175- 
station Mutual hookup, 52 more 
weeks, effective March 29, Gospel 























Broadcasting Assn., R. H. Alber 
agency. 
‘What’s My Name?’, 89-station 


Mutual hookup, for 13 weeks, effec- 
tive April 7, Fleischmann’s yeast 
(Standard Brands), Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt agency. 

‘Joyce Jordan, Girl Interne,’ serial 
on CBS, Generat Foods (La France, 
Satina, Postum), effective March 30, 
produced by Hi Brown, Young & 
Rubicam agency. 

‘Hymns of All Churches’ and ‘Betty 
Crecker,’ General Mills, CBS, effec- 
tive March 23, Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency, Chicago. 

‘Double or Nothing,’ 13 weeks, ef- 
fective March 22, on 116 Mutual sta- 
tions; Pharmoco (Feenamint), Esty 
agency. 

Raymond Gram Swing, 13 weeks, 
effective March 23, on 82 Mutual sta- 
tions; General Cigar (White Owl), 
J. Walter Thompson agency. 





Sayre Ramsdell’s Firm 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

Sayre M. Ramsdell, formerly ad- 
vertising head for Philco, has or- 
ganized his own agency. It will 
confine itself to industrial account 
and operate as Sayre M. Ramsdell 
Association, Inc. 

Frank A. Hutchins, v.p. of Hutch- 
ins Advertising Co., which handled 
the Phileo account for 10 years, will 
hold a similar title in Ramsdell’s 
organization. 





Piano Lessons on WEEI 
Boston, March 10. 
Phil Saltman, local piano instruc- 
tor, will give keyboard instruction 
via weekly Sunday program over 
WEEI, with free copies of lessons on 
request. 








Starts March 18. 


Normal Studio 


Gawking Okay 





Defense Board Not Against Studio Audiences—It’s 
Control Rooms, Transmitters That Need Guards 





+. 


STUNT FOR SHOW’S RETURN 


Raschick’s ‘Guiding Light’ for Open- 
ing Doors in the Dark 


Minneapolis, March 10. 
As an attention-getter to ‘Guiding 
Light,’ Irna Phillips serial which re- 
turns to the air next week under 
sponsorship of Wheaties (General 
Mills), Walt Raschick, p.a. of the 
Knox Reeves agency, is using a novel 
promotional campaign. Chief stunt 
is a mail giveaway of a ‘guiding 
light’ key-holder, which is designed 
to illuminate a keyhole when the 
user is unlocking a door at night. 
‘Guiding Light’ starts Tuesday (17) 
in the 2:15-2:30 p.m. spot daily on 
NBC-Red, replacing ‘Mystery Man.’ 
It has been off the air since last 
December, when Procter & Gamble 
dropped it after a five-year run. 


Dixon’s New NBC Post 


Hollywood, March 10. 

NBC created a new post here for 
Sydney Dixon, for the past five years 
western division sales manager. He 
will be national spot sales manager, 
turning over his former duties to 
Frank Berend. 

Berend has been with an agency 
handling auto accounts. 


Marta Abba’s Series 


Cleveland, March 10. 

Marta Abba, Italian and Ameri- 
can stage player in retirement here, 
will do a series of 10 broadcasts with 
the Western Reserve University Ra- 
dio Players over WGAR. She made 
her radio debut two weeks ago with 
the Reserve players’ reproduction of 
Pirandello’s “The Vise.’ 

Scheduled are ‘Riders to the Sea,’ 
by Synge; ‘12-Pound Look,’ by 
James Barrie, and the great Greek 
classic, ‘The Trojan Women.’ 

















Washington, March 10. 
Keeping unauthorized persons 
away from communications facilities 
doesn’t mean the public should be 


banned from studios. The Defense 
Communications Board, clarifying its 
recommendation to the radio indus- 
try of last August, has advised net- 
work and station executives that 
there is no necessity for locking the 
door against sight-seers and all out- 
siders. 

Restrictions should be imposed to 
stave off any espionage or sabotage 
of technical equipment. Gawkers 
should not be admitted to control 
rooms, transmitter houses, store- 
reoms, etc. Chairman James L. Fly 
explained that no barrier was con- 
templated denying the public entry 
to places where business normally is 
transacted. 

Reminder was issued simultane- 
ously that broadcasters should not 
discriminate against alien employees. 
In accordance with New Deal at- 
tempts to woo the Axis nationals in 
this country, Fly pointed out that the 
only restriction on Japanese, German 
and Italian workers is where they 
might have access to secret and con- 
fidential information. Of course, no 
disloyal person, no matter what na- 
tionality, will be either employed or 
admitted to the premises, Fly added. 


KMOX SIGNS FOR YEAR 
OF 21 MEN AT $70 


St. Louis, March 10. 

New musicians’ contract was sig- 
natured here last week following 
confaps between J. Leslie Atlass and 
Merle Jones of KMOX and James 
C. Petrillo of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians. New Colum- 
bia-KMOX deal calls for 21 men on 
the staff at $70 weekly, an increase 
of $4 weekly per man. 

New contract is for a year as of 
Feb. 1, 1942. 
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SPONSORS DX TO U.S. POSTS 
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DELAYED DISCS 
TD FAR PLAGE 


NBC Has 11 Clients Sub- 
scribing to Shortwave 
Service — Believe Soldiers 
Can Hear Programs Fairly 
Well in Iceland, Ircland, 
Alaska, Caribbean, Ber- 


muda 


STRICTLY GOOD WILL 





There is a growing interest among 
radio advertisers in having their reg- 
ular sponsored entertainments short- 
waved to outlying American posts 
(Iceland, Ireland, Alaska, Caribbean, 
etc.) as a gesture of good will to the 


fighters themselves and their fami- 
lies at home. Advertisers appreciate 
the ability to announce the programs 
heard by the soldiers. 

NBC alone has some 11 sponsors 
who have the network broadcast a 
delayed transcription version of their 
programs. R. J. Reynolds, Alka 
Seltzer, Johoson Wax, General Foods, 
Phillip Morris, Emerson Drug, Bal- 
lantine Ale, Schaefer’s Beer, Colgate, 
Fitch Shampoo and Kraft Cheese 
are among the NBC sponsors pur- 
chasing the additional shortwave 
service at nominal fees. 

Cost, on 13-week contract, is $90 
for a half-hour and $142.50 an hour. 
On 52-week pact it’s $72 per half 
hour and $112.50 an hour. Stations 
used are WRCA, which, with a non- 
directional antenna, reaches bases in 
Alaska and the Caribbean area; and 
WNBI and WBOS (latter a Westing- 
house station programmed by NBC), 
which cover bases in Ireland, Ice- 
land, Newfoundland, Bermuda and 
French West Africa. Although NBC 
occasionally gets fan mail from Ha- 
waii, the Philippines and Australia, 
there’s no claim of consistent cover- 
age there, 

Each Army unit, NBC has been 
informed, has at least one shortwave 
receiver on which it can pick up the 
shows. Number of bases also have 
public address* systems into which 
the DXed.programs can be fed, s0 
that all the troop can hear. 

John F. Royal, v.p. of NBC, has 
pointed out: ‘With the exception of 
the mail, shortwave radio is the only 
link’ between our boys and their 
folks. The closest thing to a letter 
from home is the familiar voice of 
a radio favorite. The President, in 
One of his speeches, spoke about 
global war and here is an example 
of global entertainment and news.’ 


PAUL PORTER RESIGNS 
AS CBS COUNSEL IN D.C. 


Waskington, March 10. 

Paul Porter for the last five years 
Washington counsel for CBS, has re- 
signed to become assistant adminis- 
trator in charge of the Rent Divi- 
sion of the Office of the Price Ad- 
ministrator, 

Move is effective Monday (16). 

Before joining CBS, Porter headed 
the Agricultural Adjustment Ad- 
ministration press staff and directed 
radio phases of the 1936 Democratic 
campaign in the farm belt. Two 
years ago he took leave of absence 
for s€veral months to serve as as- 
sistant to Chester C. Davis, agri- 
culture member of the old National 
Defense Advisory Committee. This 
time he quits the web entirely, in- 
Stead of being a $l-a-year man. 











Luckies’ Bingo on Bing 


Hollywood, March 10. 

Lord & Thomas finally landed Bing 
Crosby for a Luckies insert from 
here March 28. 

He has long been the choice of 
servicemen, but the agency had some 
difficulty getting a waiver from 
Kraft and J. Walter Thompson. 








Anne Director Radio Head 
Of Sterling Ins. Acct. 


Chicago, March 10. 


Anne Director has been appointed 
time buyer and radio advertising 
chief for the Sterling .nsurance firm 
here. Miss Director was formerly 
with the J. Walter Thompson agency 
on the Coast and later with the 
Raymond Spector agency in N. Y. 

Neal agency regularly handles the 
Sterling account, which is one of the 
more extensive users of national 
spot radio time. 


Clicquot Club Spots 


Clicquot Club is lining up station 
list for a spot campaign in the 
spring. There will be two one-minute 


e.t’s daily for‘17 weeks, with sched- 

ules starting the first week of May. 
Initial contract placements will be 

among New Engla.d stations. 











Not Forgotten Gesture 





Chicago, March 10. 

WLS is putting out a little 
mimeograph bulletin newspaper 
for mailing monthly to all WLS 
employees now in the Army, 
Navy or Marines. Edited by 
Chuck Ostler, the sheet con- 
tains gossip and chatter that 
would interest former staff 
members and keep ’em hep to 
the progress of the organization 
and ready to step right back 
into their jobs when they return. 

In addition WLS has formed 
a ‘dime a month’ club to buy 
cigarets, etc, for the service 
members. 








ae Mae none Sem 


Vander Pyle Announcing 
Cincinnati, March 10. 

Ellis Vander Pyle, formerly of 
WGAR sales department, is now do- 
ing a three a week late afternoon 
news broadcast for R. G. Dun cigars. 

Also temporarily with WTAM an- 
nouncing staff. 





Snowstorm of Radio Announcements 


Made on Behalf of U.S. War Effort 





Washington, March 10, 

Radio’s contribution to the war 
effort, measured in terms of an- 
nouncements rather than total time, 
exceeded 10 plugs daily during De- 
cember. First check by the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
based on actual reports from 455 


stations, showed the immense de- 
gree to which American broadcast- 
ers are helping sell stamps, mobilize 
manpower, and lift morale. 
Projected to provide an estimate 
for the 855 commercial outlets, the 
N.A.B. tabulation showed 320,000 





war announcements, in addition to 
35,970 boosts for Federal agencies 





not directly concerned with national 
defense matters. 

Most numerous were spot an- 
nouncements seeking men for the 
fighting forces. Stations aired 49,640 
spot announcements on behalf of the 
Army and 51,590 for the Navy. In 
addition there were 2,310 15-minute 
transcriptions for the Army and 
1,210 for the Navy. 

The Treasury’s stamp and bond 
sales drive was helped with 154,650 
spot appeals to purchasers, plus 290 
programs running from 15 to 30 
minutes. Stations aired 10,840 spot 
announcements concerning civilian 
defense, while 620 outlets carried 
the hour-long Bill of Rights feature 
Dec. 15. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Report current in the trade that Edward Petry had entered into heavy 
financial commitments with the Hearst organization so as to obtain the 
national sales representation of WBAL, Baltimore, was denied by the 
principals én the Hearst side of the deal last week, All that Petry had 
obligated himself in the liquidation of International Radio Sales, adjunct 
of Hearst Radio, znc., was the payment of rent on IRS’ offices premises for 
a period of seven months. The total rents figure between $350 and $400 
a month. 

Petry did his negotiating direct with William McCabe, publisher of the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror, who, in January, fell heir to jurisdiction over the 
Hearst radio properties. When approached by Petry, McCabe pointed 
out that WBAL served as the major source of IRS’ income. Petry then 
suggested that IRS be liquidated and that the remainder of the stations 
on the IRS list be placed with some other station rep outfit. McCabe sub- 
sequently cleared the way for Petry to make his proposition to the neces- 
sary Hearst board of directors. 


It was after the board had approved the rep assignment of WBAL to 
Petry and the latter’s offer to assume the lease obligations of the various 
IRS offices that Loren Watson was called in for a talk about Merging his 
Spot Sales, Inc., with what was left of IRS. Watson took over the occu- 
pancy of the IRS quarters and assumed but one obligation, and that was 
to pay the IRS sales staff two weeks’ pay in lieu of severance notice if 
he should elect not to retain them after March 1. 








The Compton agency is burned at WOR, New York, over the handling of 
the recorded ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ series this season. Principal com- 
plaint is over the recent shift in time for the show, from 4:15-4:30 
Monday-through-Friday afternoons to 10:30-10:45 Monday-through-Thurs- 
day nights. In addition to vacating a spot which has presumably built 
an audience, the show is heard only four times a week instead of five, 
and is also being cancelled tomorrow night (Thursday) because of a 
special Greater New York Fund broadcast. Switch from the former aft- 
ernoon spot was necessitated by WOR’s scheduling of broadcasts of the 
pre-season training camp baseball games of the N. Y. Giants and Yankees. 


Also the agency early in the season had several tussles with the con- 
tinuity acceptance department of WOR over material in some of the 
‘Playhouse’ scripts. There were no deletions, however. Current season 
is the first time Compton has used WOR for the New York airing of the 
series. Previously it was spotted on WEAF locally. 





General Foods and, indirectly, Young & Rubicam agency, have been 
embarrassed lately by inability to meet the demahd for the new cola 
flavor Jello in some sales areas. Flavor was introduced some weeks ago 
via the commercials on the Jack Benny program, but because distribution 
in certain sections of the country had not yet been arranged, the plug was 
supposed to have been cut on part of the network, with a cut-in com- 
mercial substituted. However, the regular cola plug was accidentaily 
carried on the entire hookup, with a resultant demand for the new flavor 
in areas where it wasn’t yet available. Attempt was made on last Sunday 
night’s (8) show to offset the situation, the commercial containing a state- 
ment that ‘if your dealer doesn’t have it in stock ask him to get it for you. 





The British Broadcasting Corp. continues under fire in House of Com- 


-™ons, one member asking whether F. W. Ogilvie (recently resigned 


Governor) was sacked, another why in BBC reports of Parliamentary 

debates so many Members’ speeches are never referred to. Brendan 

Bracken, head of Ministry of Information, who answers for Government 

in House on BBC questions, said he was not concerned in BBC internal 

affairs, that it was impossible to make reference to all speeches. One 
.P. asserted fewer than one-half of listeners of a year ago now tuned 
to BBC, 





In their effort to induce stars who have their own commercial programs 
to originate their broadcasts from camps, Army morale officers have 
suggested that these stars take advantage of the special rate (40% of the 
regular rate) which prevails for American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
facilities used by the U. S. government. These morale officers have pointed 
out that the Army or Navy could buy the lines from the camp to the 
nearest point in the network loop and that the services could, in turn, 
bill the programs involved. NBC has rejected the idea on the grounds 
that under its contract with the A T & T it does all the buying of lines 
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THERE ON TIME, 


advises Suzy our Steno. “While 








the customer is making a selection, 
WSAI display cards tie-in your 
product with your program, serv- 
ing as timely reminders that make 
extra sales. The cards are avail- 
able imprinted with your product 
name, program title, time, etc., as 
another of WSAI's merchandising 
features which carry the WSAI- 
dentification of your product from 
broadcast to actual sale." 





WSAI’S SALES AIDS 


1, Street car and bus 





6. Downtown Win- 





cords dow Displays 
2. Neon Signs 7. House-organ 
3. Display Cards 8. ‘Meet the Spon- 
4. Newspaper Ads sor" Broadcast 


5. Taxicab Covers 














IT SELLS FASTER IF IT’S 





CINCINNATI’S OWN STATIO 


NBC AND BLUE NETWORKS e 5,000 WATTS DAY AND NIGHT 


or Navy instead of the advertiser. 
Before the Ford program left the 


military humiliations. 


Robert J. Landry, radio editor of 


Landry as ‘benignant but bunk-free’ 
and practices. 


imagine that you should be happy to 


for commercials and that it can not adopt a policy of billing the Army 





air W. J. Cameron, its commentator, 


was the target for a pot shot from William J. McNally, in his Minneapolis 

Tribune column, ‘More or Less Personal.’ Among other things, McNally 

commented, ‘What magic gift of dullness is it that Mr. Cameron 

that makes your bones positively ache when he talks?’ He also said that 

he supposes ‘more pompous windbags have lived somewhere, sometime.’ 
McNally was prompted to make his attack by a particular Cameron talk 

regarding the American people’s past sins being responsible for present 





‘Variety,’ has written a book, ‘Who, 


What, Why Is Radio?’ (George W. Stewart, $1.50), which last week re- 
ceived a column and a half of space in Time Magazine, the latter tagging 


as a critic of broadcasting programs 


Volume first takes up who regulates, who operates, who advertises. 
The nature of programs and the conditions of their broadcasting is then 
delineated. Finally the social problems of ‘control’ are examined. = 





Ed Yocum, of KGHL, Billings, Montana, who recently advertised in 
‘Variety’ for a ‘vice-president willing to work,’ writes in to report: ‘I 


know that while ‘Variety’ didn’t find 


me a vice-president, we did find a fine young fellow who wants to be a 
good announcer, and seems to have ali the necessary attributes including 
a cover-to-cover readership of ‘Variety.’ 





Leighton & Nelson 


Agency Arranges 
Political Rally 


Schenectady, N.Y., March 10. 

The Leighton & Nelson advertising 
agency is staging a ‘Carnival of Joy,’ 
with a number of radio professionals, 
and a ‘Miss Television’ contest, at 
Amsterdam Junior High School the 
night of March 17 for Montgomery 
County Democratic Committee, of 
which Mayor Arthur Carter is chair- 
man, 


Two performances will be givet: 
in the annual ‘Carnival of Joy.’ 
Bradley Kincaid will come in from 
WHAM, Rochester, while Annette 
McCullough and Otis and Eleanor 
have been enlisted from WGY, Sche- 
nectady. Among the other enter- 
tainers will be: Albenice, magician, 
from New York; Fred Werner, cello 
and comedy performer, from New 
York; Norman Rowe, colored tap 
dancer, and Butch Robertshaw’s 
dance band. 

George R. Nelson will emcee the 
shows. 


Congressman Sympathizes 
With Censor Byron Price; 
Doubts Radio ‘Prophets’ 


Congressman Emanuel Celler, of 
Brooklyn, in a recent address via 
CBS on ‘The Bill of Rights in War,’ 
discussed censorship and the task 
facing Byron Price. Stating that 
the President ‘has shown excellent 
judgment’ in selecting the former 
AP executive to head the Bureau 
of Censorship, Congressman Celler 
continued: ‘Price has an unenviable 
job, beset with many difficulties. It 
is not easy to work out a system of 
suppression, for example, of news 
blasts against indiscretion in high 
places, without suppressing criti- 
cism. Then Celler asked, ‘What 
shall be his attitude anent radio 
commentators who make prophecies? 
Do their predictions aid the enemy? 
If disheartening predictions prove 
false, have they unnecessarily hurt 
morale?” The Congressman added, 
‘These are close questions.’ 


Urging a ‘continuous study and 
intelligent administration’ of cen- 
sorship and emphasizing ‘we can 
well profit by English experience,’ 
Celler said, ‘Athena herself would 
have difficulty in drawing the line 
between news that is dangerous, 
questionable or routine. Mr. Price’s 
job will grow increasingly difficult 
as we progress into the quagmire of 
war,’ 


Don Gilman Program Beard 


Heliywood, March 10. 

Blue Network’s program policies 
in the western division will hereafter 
be determined by a board of master 
minds. Don Gilman, Blue head, and 
his program chief, Leo Tyson, func- 
tion on the panel with Les Fox, L.A. 
manager for Paul Raymer, and reps 
of KECA and KTMS, Santa Bar- 
bara. 

Board will pass on all programs, 
both sustaining and those being pack- 


























aged for sale. 


Fetzer of Kalamazoo Is 
Reelected by 8th District; 
Arney Presides for N.A.B. 


Kalamazoo, Mich., March 10. 
The Eighth district of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
held its annual get-to,ether here 
last week. John E. Fetzer, of Kala- 
mazoo, came to meeting from the 
hospital. He was reelected as di- 
rector of the N.A.B. district and left 
the next day for Florida to con- 
valesce from his recent illness. 

J. Harold Ryan, the Toledo broad- 
caster who is now assistant director 
of censorship for e government, 
was here to address radio men, as 
were Jack Harris, of the War De- 
partment’s radio publicity staff, and 
two Navy men, Lt. Holman Faust 
and Ensign Edward R. Grace, Jr. 

C. E. Arney, secretary of the 
N.A.B., was here from Washington 
and presided over the meeting. 


Need Wax Support 


Cleveland, March 10. 
Responding to a plea from KGMB, 
Honolulu, WGAR will transcribe 
some of its better local broadcasts 
and ship them to be aired through- 
out the Islands. 

WGAR action followed a plea by 

Webley Edwards, manager of the 
Honolulu station, who asked for help 
to meet the Island’s blackout keep- 
ing the entire population indoors. 
Radio, Edwards said, is the only 
means of entertainment to keep 
morale high. 
Edwards asked for programs of 14 
to 29 minutes in length to be broad- 
cast on a regular schedule. WGAR 
will send transcriptions of four 
shows a week. 














Nestle’s Argentinians 


Mexico City, March 10. 

Nestle of Mexico has expanded its 
thrice-weekly 30-minute show at 
XEW (150,000 watts) with the ad- 
dition of an Argentinian musical in- 
strumental trio composed of Salva- 
dor Llamas, Victor M. Buchino and 
Francisco Barroso. Program is 
drawing big fan mail from all over 
Mexico, 

Show includes a question contest 
for fans, ‘What Do They Say?’, top- 
ical riddles, wittiest answers which 
draw a $5 (Mex) cash prize each. 

XEW also has a new weekly half- 
hour program, ‘Syncopated Sere- 
nade,’ sponsored by G. Kessel, Mar- 
vin watches, of which Guillermo 
Morales is the m.c. 





Duane Jones 
Agency Sans 
Vice Presidents 


Duane Jones, who has resigned as 
partner in Maxon, Inc., to open his 
own advertising agency March 15, 
will function in his new organiza- 
tion without vice-presidents. He 
states that he is returning to the old 
status of client-agency relations 
when an advertiser figured that per- 
sonal service from the head of the 
firm was important. Jones proposes 
to specialize in package products. 

Among the accounts that Jones 
will represent are B. T. Babbitt 
(Bab-O), Benson & Hedges (Vir- 
ginia Rounds), Hecker Products 
(H-O Oats, Cream Farina and 
Force), C. F. Mueller Co. (Macaroni) 
and Joseph Tetley & Co. (Tea), 
Practically all of these accounts are 
in radio by way of network or spot. 


AIRCRAFT WORKERS 
OWN AMATEUR SHOW 


Wichita, March 10. 


Cessna Aircraft Co. has started a 
new program, Strictly Personnel,’ 
over radio station KFH Sunday 
nights. Will display talents and per- 
sonalities of employees. Oliver 
Elliott, director of employee rela- 
tions, in charge. 

Eddy McKean, KFH announcer, is 
master of ceremonies. Music by the 
Cessna factory chorus. 














‘Swop Night’ Uses Guests 
While Smith Visits West 


‘Swop Night’ novelty sustainer on 
the Blue network (WJZ), Saturday 
nights, will adopt a regular guest- 
star policy in the next few weeks. 
Milton Berle guested on the stanza 
last week (7) and drew notably in- 
creased interest. 

While H. Allen Smith, the m.c., is 
on the Coast gathering material for a 
Saturday Evening Post series, the 
program wili originate there. That 
will be another three or four weeks. 


KYW-A.F.M. End Wrangle 


Philadelphia, March 10. 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, yesterday (Mon.) finally 
came to terms with KYW, after more 
than six weeks of wrangling over 
terms of a new contract. Under the 
new termer each member of the 


studio band, directed by Clarence 
Fuhrman, receives a $5-a-week in- 
crease. 

This is similar to the raise granted 
to members vf the WCAU house 
band several weeks ago. 











‘Helpful Harry’ Placed 


San Antonio, March 10. 


The Perfection Stove Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, has placed the 
transcribed household hints program 
titled Helpful Harry on _ station 
WOAI for a 13-week run. 

Programs are to be aired twice 
weekly for five minutes, and will 
debut on March 18. 
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87% OF NATION HAS RADIOS 


REPLACEMENT 
PARTS CONTINUE 


Broadcasting’s Audience in 
No Danger of Diminution 
Under Priorities Ending of 
Further Set Manufacture 
on April 22 — Existing 
Stocks of Sets to Be Sold 
First Come-First Served 








NO RATIONING 


Washington, March 10. 

Manufacture of radios and phono- 
graphs for civilian purchases ends 
April 22, but available stocks will 
be marketed on a first-come, first- 
served basis, with no rationing or 
priority allocations contemplated. 
Official order foreshadowed a couple 
of months ago was issued by the 
War Production Board Saturday (7) 








Phonograph Angle 





Record company officials don’t 
seem bothered much by the Gov- 
ernment’s cease-production or- 
der to radio receiver and phono- 
graph manufacturers. Red light 
goes on April 22 after which 
only repair parts will be fabri- 
cated. Since all disc makers are 
now running virtually at produc- 
tion capacity to keep up with 
the demand of the number of 
phonographs now in use, the or- 
der to halt fashioning them 
doesn’t figure to be disturbing. 
At least not for some time. If 
repair part making is ever cur- 
tailed then there will be reason 
to worry. 

One official pointed out that 
some receiver manufacturers and 
distributors already have enough 
new machines in reserve to last 
until late this year. Another re- 
peated the above-mentioned ob- 
servation that his press-machines 
have all they can do to keep up 
with present orders and he 
wasn’t giving too much thought 
to the future, at least not yet. 








coincident with a War Department 
announcement that juke-box manu- 
facturers likewise will convert their 
plants to fabrication of military sup- 
plies. 

Tapering-off of radio production 
Was begun soon after Pearl Harbor, 
with the industry limited to declin- 
ing percentages of 1941 output. Lat- 
est order speeds the conversion, spe- 
cifying no company may use over 
$500 worth of parts and materials 
ordered since Feb. 11 (excepting 
wooden cabinets). 

With this year’s aggregate pro- 
duction expected to total 3,000,000 
units, Federal officials estimate the 
United States will have 60,000,000 re- 
ceivers in use, serving 87% of Amer- 
ican homes, when the shut-down oc- 
curs. This assures ample coverage 
in maintaining public morale and 
keeping the people informed of war 
developments, government policies, 
and world happenings, it is felt. 

Production of replacement parts 
will go on, so that there is little 
danger of a decline in the radio 
audience. Under limitations and 
with official permission, factories can 
continue. turning out essentials for 
rn ae Details haven’t been settled 
yet, 

Use of Material 

Saving of critical materials needed 
for military supplies can be meas- 
ured by 1941 consumption. The in- 
dustry’s output of 13,000,000 sets last 
year involved 2,100 tons of aluminum, 
10,500 tons of copper, 280 tons of 
nickel, and 70,000 tons of steel. 

The industry won't suffer. Con- 
trasted with last year’s $240,000,000 
business volume, military orders for 
radio war equipment outstanding al- 
ready exceed $1,000,000,000. The 55 set 
manufacturers affected by the cease- 
fabricating order hold contracts in- 
volving $500,000,000. 


Besides transmitting, receiving, 








and other signaling apparatus for 
airplanes, ships, and tanks, the man- 
ufacturers will be put to work on 
sound-detecting equipment and other 
electrical goods. The pinball and 
juke-box makers will help turn out 
military materials, along with firms 
engaged in camera, typewriter, 
vacuum cleaner, and other electrical 
manufacture. 





Syracuse.—Nick Stemmler, sports 
director at WSYR for the past 13 
years, to St. Louis to join station 
KWK on March 15. 














Allison Teaching Radio 
To Defense Trainees 
Missoula, Mont., March 10. 

George Allison, chief engineer at 

KGVO, Missoula, is teaching a 

course in vacuum tube theory in a 

defense radio training schoo] started 


recently at Montana State Univer- 
sity, Missoula. 


A. J. Mosby, KGVO manager, was 


instrumental in estabiishing the 
school. 


Lever’s WHN Sportscasts 


Lever Bros. has bought two 15- 
minute sports periods daily on WHN, 
New York, starting Saturday (14), to 
plug Lifebuoy soap. Spots will be 
immediately before and after the 
Brooklyn Dodgers baseball broad- 
casts. Contract runs for 29 weeks. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 

Bert Lee and Dick Fishell, WHN’s 
two regular sports announcers, will 
handle the shows, with Marty Glick- 
man subbing when necessary. 




















Hr," 


The message was brief, but it went to the spot 





Chattanooga Medicine 
Sponsors Leon Huff 


San Antonio, March 10. 
Chattanooga Medicine Co. (Black 
Draught and Cardui) is sponsoring a 
quarter hour over WOAI with Leon 
Huff, cowboy singer and his band, 
Placed by Nelson Chesman Agency 


for 13 weeks, five programs per 
week. 





Longview, Texas—Frank Hatt 
added to sales staff of KFRO. 


But dis dame 
1s different... 


Discovering dealers to carry the ball * 
Is a thing which the record proclaims 
A problem that never dismays us at all— 
Take the case of Colonial Dames: 


That is labeled Consumer Demand, 


And all of the dealers they wanted, they got— 


*Well, five minutes once a week! 


KNX 


LOS ANGELES e 50,000 WATTS 


KNX-tra results, just as planned! 


The time that we had was a fifth of a flash,* 
We knew what to say and we said it; 
Colonial Dames is corralling the cash; 


The station’s corralling the credit! 






COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR ALL SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA # GVYNED AND OPERATED BY THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY RADIO SALES LOCATED IN NEW YORK, CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, CHARLOTTE, AND SAN FRANCISCO 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tur Rapio Trave Is Discussinc: Special ‘censorship and morale’ edi- 
tion of Saturday Review of Literature, edited by Edward Bernays— 
Lifebuoy spots following right after Arricd’s Jimmy Fidler on some 
stations and the lack of check-up of schedule by locai program direct- 
ors—The grimiy unsoftened ‘They Live Forever’ morale series on CBS 
—Growing number of gags anticipating bad business in 1943. 








Today (Wednesday) is WHN Day at Radio Executives club. ..-many in 
the trade are quietly interested in Studebaker sponsorship of Eric Sevareid 
on CBS because automotives are so definitely considered outside the radio 
family just now....Bill Spire, McCann-Erickson radio head, ill with 
grippe....His wife, Dorothy Lowell, still in Le Roy hospital after birth 
of son....Richard Stark, announcer on ‘Life Can Be Beautiful,’ ‘Against 
the Storm’ and ‘The O’Neills,’ leaves Friday for 10-day vacation... .Sub- 
stitute spieler not yet selected....Stark will go to Florida and do the 
Phil Spitalny show from there... .‘Helen Holden, Government Girl,’ sus- 
taining serial on Mutual from WOL, Washington, folds March 20....Hal 
James, Compton program supervisor, to Toronto this weekend. 


Sabu, juve actor from India, guests Saturday (14) for the second suc- 
cessive week on ‘Rainbow House’ via Mutual .. . Irene Beasley recorded 
new series for Savarin coffee ... Lucille Purcell has joined WOR special 
features as secretary, succeeding Muriel Evans, resigned .. . Announcer 
George A. Putnam recorded a set of spot blurbs for Jests, through Katz 
agency ... Carlo De Angelo looking for a new daytimer to replace Myrt 
and Marge’ for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet . . . He opens a New York office 
shortly for Sherman-Marquette, with Minerva Ellis, formerly of the Comp- 
ton agency and now with the Henry Souvaine office, as his secretary ... 
McCann-Erickson bought Frank Singiser’s 7:30-7:45 p.m. news spot Sun- 
days on WOR for Twenty Grand cigarets.. . John Garfield and Connee 
Boswell guest Sunday night (15) on ‘Keep ’Em Rolling,’ with George S. 
Kaufman .. . ‘The Shadow’ will do its season fold March 22 for Blue Coal, 
from its Sunday spot on Mutual. 

Max Wessels, former announcer has rejoined WWRL as a member of the 
gales staff... Phil Carlin, Blue network program vice-president, leaves 
next week on a show-hunting trip to Chicago, Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco. He'll be away about 10 days to two weeks, traveling by train and 
air ... He returned over the weekend from a similar jaunt to Montreal 
and Toronto, 

Bill Sweets directs ‘Listen, America,’ Deep River Boys and ‘Air Youths 
of America’ sustainers on NBC-Red (WEAF)....Jack Meakin directs 
‘Story Behind the Headlines,’ ‘Luncheon Date With Ilka Chase’ and 
‘Weekend Whimsy’ on the same network....Frank Somers is engineer on 
‘Stories America Loves’ on CBS....Lawrence Racies is the technician 
for the ‘Myrt and Marge’ stanza and Robert Kania for ‘Woman of Courage,’ 
both also on CBS....Other CBS engineer assignments on commercial 
shows are Vernon Gamble on ‘Bright Horizon,’ Theodore Miller on ‘Gold- 
bergs’ and ‘Big Sister,’ Joseph Travis for ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ Armond 


11th Spring For 
Gardner Nursery: 
Uses 300 Stations 


Seattle, March 10. 

Gardner Nursery Co, began its 
llth spring radio campaign this 
week, using a list of 147 stations for 
five and 15-minute programs daily. 
By. April 1 approximately 300 sta- 
tions, located in all 48 states, will 
receive time orders. 

Northwest Radio Advertising Co. 
is placing the business. 
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10 Stations Nod to WHK 


Cleveland, March 10. 
Ten stations helped WHK, Cleve- 
land, celebrate its 20th anniversary 
(5), when ‘Mutual Went Calling’ 


WBNX von 
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SALES APPROAGH | To from sister station WCLE. Also, 
AMERICA’S LARG WHK carried a transcription later 
MARKET. that evening. 

fc Ohio’s governor, John Bricker, 
spoke from WHKC, Columbus. Par- 
5000 WATTS .- / ticipating were WGN, Chicago; 
OVER METROPOL.TAN NEW WFBR, Baltimore; WGRC, Louis- 
ville; WIP, Philadelphia; CKLW, 
Windsor; WCAE, Pittsburgh; KSO, 
|Des Moines; WGR, Buffalo, and 

HAVE-YOU-A-SPOT ? ? ? | WOR. New York. 
Wollsgrocmed young man._merried. || Francis Pettay has been named an- 
advertising agency or radio station. nouncer-emcee of ‘Mutual Goes Call- 
ie pie I a pee ing.’ He succeeds Pinkey Hunter 
records on request. Versatile: could || Latter with fellow sportscaster, Jack 
assist {n production, promotion or Graney, has gone south with the 
om oe Ba Ra Variety, 154 W. ee Indians to report on spring 

raining. 
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Gagnon for ‘Dr, Malone’ and ‘O’Neills,’ Robert Anderson for ‘Joyce Jor- 
dan’ and ‘Mary Marlin’ and George Sears for ‘Kate Hopkins.’ 

John Monks, Jr., co-author of ‘Brother Rat’ and more recently a radio 
actor, collaborating with Henry Fisk Carlton on a new radio series for 
submission to agencies....Lee Jones directing ‘Studio X’ and the Pat 
Barnes shows on NBC....Gene Hamilton production man on the Concert 
orchestra, the Paul Laval shows, ‘Basin Street’ and ‘New Friends of Music’ 
on the Blue network (WJZ), with Cyril Armbrister doing similar stints 
on the ‘Cab Calloway Quizzacle’ and ‘Music Hall’ of the Air’ via the same 
net....Edward Witanowski, Polish announcer of WHOM, left last week 
to enter the army....Francis Pettay replaced Pinky Hunter as m.c. on 
‘Mutual Goes Calling’ series. 


Jo Ranson, Bklyn Eagle radio editor, also covering niteries....he and 
Al Simon took a raincheck until autumn on their joint radio course at 
Long Island University. 

Frank Norris, ‘March of Time’ producer, and Finis Farr, scripter on 
the show, to Washington over last weekend....Jerry McGill now writing 
‘Mr. District Attorney’ in collaboration with Ed Byron, producer.... 
Marge Kennedy, of the Mutual press department, the only girl from a 
radio office serving as a taxi-dancer (officially called hostesses) at the 
American Theatre Wing’s Stagedoor canteen for service men....Doug 
Coulter, CBS director of broadcasts, vacationing this week and next.... 
Vivian Smolen, subbing for Dorothy Lowell in the title part on ‘Our Gal 
Sunday,’ was given air credit the first four days and will get it again for 
her final stanza....Miss Lowell, who recently became a mother, returns 
to the show in about three more weeks....Life mag is doing a picture 
spread on the radio business. 

Juves bouncing up and down in their seats at Woody Herman’s broad- 
cast on the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight’ show at t)e Mutual playhouse last week 
broke 22 seats, 15 on the ba’cony and eight on the first floor... .Peabody 
Awards committee. meets March 20 to make its selections....Direction of 
the ‘Great Plays’ series Sunday afternoons on the Blue, now handled by 
Roy Lockwood, wili be rotated among the various staff producers....Kay 
Lorraine making three jukebox films for Minoco....‘Let’s Fight,’ now 
heard three mornings a week on NBC, will be extended early in April 
to six times a week....Bruce Kamman directing the Benjamin Moore 
commercial Saturday mornings on the Red....Frank Danzig, CBS pro- 
duction man, into the Army....Richard McDonagh to Washington over 
last weekend for huddles with Vice-President Henry Wallace about the 
latter’s program brainchild, ‘Down Mexico Way,’ on NBC..,..Fredric 
March guests Monday night (16) in ‘Dear Brutus’ on the ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ series Myrna Loy appears the following week (23) from the 
Coast....Vincent Price guests Saturday (14) on Armstrong’s ‘Theatre of 
Today’....Kay Wynn casts both shows for B. B. D. & O. 

Announcers George Bryan and Mark Hawley swapped CBS news spots 
this week....Former now has the 4:45 p.m. assignment and the latter 
the 3:15 p.m. stint daily....Palmer Thompson authored tonight’s 
(Wednesday) ‘Manhattan at Midnight’ script....Aldo Ghisalbert directs 
‘For America We Sing’ on the Blue network....William Marshall handles 
the Joan Brooks show and Fred Weihe does ‘Into the Light’ and the Jack 
Miley series on the same network....Charles Warburton directs ‘Stream- 
line Journal’ and American School News, also on the Blue....Roy Lock- 
wood handles the ‘Alma Kitchell Briefcase’ show and Richard Leonard 
dittoing the NBC Symphony on the same hookup. 





IN HOLLYWOOD... 


THe Rapio TRADE 1s Discussinc: The bumpy takeoff for the Shirley 
Temple show—whether there'll be enough government jobs to go 
around for the radio big shots—That new C.A.B., high for the Jim 
Jordans (Fibber and Molly) and begrudged by no one—Don Gilman’s 
Blue gang, how long they can keep keyed up at that high pitch. 





Tom Lewis shuttled back to New York to see how the other half of 
Young & Rubicam is holding up under the weight of war....Burns and 
Allen make their first camp pitch for Swan soap at Camp Haan, River- 
side, March 31....Harry Flannery, former CBS correspondent in Berlin, 
now hawking the news at KNX for a storage company....Another former 
Berliner, NBC’s Alex Dreirer, also shopping around for a Coast sponsor 
....-NBC’s sales promotion boss here, Bob McAndrews, lecturing Univer- 
sity of California extension course studes on how to sell radio advertising 
....sidney Strotz getting into that commuting habit between here and 
Frisco and vice versa....Kathleen Fitz, stock radio actress, takes the 
vows soon with Dr. Christopher Hartsough and forsakes her career for 
domestic life at Pensacola, Fla., where he will be stationed with the Navy 
....Edgar Bergen lecturing undergrads at UCLA on how to write radto 
comedy. Then there is a way?...Knox Manning, KNX newscaster, wait- 
ing a call to the Marines after passing his physical....Andy Kelly, recent 
western manager for J. Stirling Getchell, now drum-beating the acts at 
KNX....Jack Van Nostrand here on one of those routine journeys cross- 
country....Tracy Moore combing the northwest for Blue Network biz.... 
Bobbi Valentine now aiding Norman Blackburn on J. Walter Thompson 
publicity, moving over from KNX, where she sec’d for Holly Noble.... 
Milton Berle’s ‘Three Ring Time’ moves twice this week. First switch 
is from Friday and Tuesday, which forced the show out of NBC, already 
overrun with comedy units on Tuesdays. New pitch is at the Music Box, 
legit theatre given up two years ago by CBS....Lieut. James Stewart 
snared by Arch Oboler for his ‘Letter at Midnight’ broadcast March 15.... 
Fibber and Molly now being shortwaved to all U.S. military outposts 
in the far flung corners of the globe....Pierce Grant, KNX photog, get- 
ting told by the Marines.... Lum and Abner took another 13-week lease 
on their Jot "Em Down store. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Tue Ravio Trave Is Discussinc: That despite kidding Al Nelson took 
for his over-plugging of the new NBC building, subsequent events show 
there might never have been a building to move into this week if he 
hadn’t stuck to his campaign—whether KSFO will get necessary equip- 
ment to permit them to vacate CBS studios after all, come April 15— 
Bill Ryan’s getting out of a sick bed to keep the KGO-Blue get- 
together date with agency reps. 


Art Kemp, CBS Coast sales rep, back from the east . . . Contends that 
radio biz is going to be okay, no matter what priorities indicate . . . Stuart 
Hannon, late of KROW, added to the KGO-Blue productiom staff... Al 
Neison has named Don Lawton sales promotion manager for NBC-KPO 
in Frisco ... comes over from Botsford, Constantine & Gardner agency. 
. . - Columbia Pacific Network has won a 39-week renewal of Sunnyvale 
Packing’s three-quarters weekly ‘Jane Endicott, Reporter,’ for Rancho 
Soups after a 13-week test .. . also signed California Prune and Apricot 
Association, via Long Advertising, to a five-minute Saturday night news- 
cast on the CPN ... KYA going Irish Sunday mornings with Celtic Melo- 
dies ... with Eric Boden, formerly of Dublin, spinning the platters ... Dr. 
Phillips Fruit Juices—of Florida, no less—has renewed its twice-weekly 
quarter-hour slice of KFRC’s Breakfast Club through Feb., 1943 . . . Acme 
Beer has doubled its ‘Toast to America’s Allies’ sked ... Brisacher, Davis 
account hereafter will spin its five-minute series twice nightly, seven days 
a week, split between KPO, KQW and KFRC . . . James Steadman, for- 
merly of WOAI, San Antonio, added to KPO production staff ,.. Coca- 
Cola’s Spotlight bands show originates in Frisco via KFRC (13) ... Horace 
Heidt is the band ... KFRC’s Lone Ranger getting fan mail from moppets 
who want him to do something about Japs. ... 

Al Crapsey, KPO’s new sales manager, got off to a good start by signing 
Chamberlain Sales Corp. of Des Moines, Iowa, to $12,000 contract ... Deal 
is for three quarters weekly, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, using 
Archie Presby, comic with records . . . Sid Strotz made the Frisco hand- 
shake route under guidance of Al Nelson ... Accompanied by Mrs. Strotz, 
NBC exec met 125 ad, agency and other coniacte at a penthouse cocktail 





shindig. Later, at more exclusive sesh in Pacific Union Club, he got to- 
gether with town toppers, with W. W. Crocker, bank president, as host. 


‘1.0. to Vick's 
And Grant Agcy. 
Holds Account 


Vick Chemical terminates its run 
of ‘The Nicholls Family’ March 29 
and in the same week (April 1) as- 
sumes the bankrolling cf ‘Dr. I. Q’ 
Latter program will remain in its 
present Monday 9-9:30 niche on 
NBC. Mars Candy withdraws its 
sponsorship from the quiz March 30. 

Instead of Morse International, 
regular agency on Vick business, the 
‘I. Q.’ show will be handled by the 
Grant agency, which has been pilot- 
ing the quizzer for the candy ac- 
count. The latest ‘I.Q.’ deal was 
made by Lew Valentine directly 
with Jerry Patterson, of the Vick 
Co. Valentine was the original m.c. 
on ‘I. Q.’ but returned. 


John Pearson Reps WJJD, 


Succeeding Paul Raymer 


Chicago, March 10. 
Ralph Atlass has appointed the 
John Pearson station rep outfit as 
exclusive sales representative for 
WJJD. 
Succeeds the Paul Raymer firm as 
national rep. 
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Personalities that sell 





‘Beats anything 
we've ever done’’ 


It takes more than a title te 
make a homemakers’ hour, 
Chief ingredient is a home- 
maker who knows her stuff, 
and how to get it across— 


Like Helen Watts Schreiber, 
yiationally-known feature 
writer, whose daily program 
on KSO has produced gener- 
ously for participating spon- 
sors both local and national, 
including Blue Barrel Soap, 
Carey Salt, Hilex, Scotch Tape. 


Writes one sponsor: “Our 
results from Helen Watts 
Schreiber’s program are more 
than gratifying—a large num- 
ber of good inquiries.” 


Says another: “The response 
outshines anything else we 
have done, and at far less ex- 


pense. We'd have been happy 
with 20 returns; we received 
102.” 


Helen Watts Schreiber is 
just one of many Iowa person- 
alities who give KSO. and 
KRNT the Personality that 
makes friends with our listen- 
ers and customers for our ad- 
vertisers, 


KS0 


BASIC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC . 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 


ARNT 


The Cowles Stations. in 


DES MOINES 





Affiliated with the 
Des Moines Register & Tribune 





Represented by The Katz Agency 
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This Is War’ in 


the Lounge Car 





The first ‘This Is War’ broadcast was heard on a train by Clarence 
Jordon of N. W. Ayer agency, who later wrote his former colleague, 


H. L. McClinton, producer of the 


series, this word-picture of the oc- 


easion as he observed it among the passengers: 
‘I was returning from San Francisco on the Overland Limited 


the night this first program was 


given. In the Lounge Car there 


were about 20 other people including—just across from me—a 


Chinaman, obviously of the very 


‘The radio had been running o 
eral programs, and the majority 


highest type. 


ff and on for some time with gen- 
of the people in the Lounge Car 


had been continuing their conversations or reading, with little or 
no special attention to the radio except when a news bulletin came 


on. 


‘In fact, the radio was tuned down very low, as is usual on the 
train, and only a small group of several people appeared to be 


listening. 


‘When the program ‘This Is War’ came on, the radio was quickly 


turned up to a volume clearly 
change came over the people. 


heard throughout the car, and a 
At first, some of them continued 


to read, or to talk.n One by one, however, I noticed that they 
stopped and before it was well under way the entire car was lis- 


tening. 


‘I was particularly interested in the effect on the Chinaman op- 


posite me. 
up out of the seat. 
‘Every once in a while, as is 


At times it looked like he was going to spring right 


usual in a train radio, we would 


pass a bridge or some other obstacle that seriously interfered with 
reception—-and each time soméone would try to get the radio back 
on the track. Finally the porter, noticing the interest in it, came 


out and stood right behind the 


radio to handle the volume dials 


when one of these occurrences happened.’ 
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Don Francisco Tells Export Managers 
Support of Latin Friends Is Vital 





American manufacturers who are 
profiting from the U. S. war pro- 
duction program were asked yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to invest part of 
their incomes in advertising in 
South America. Plea was made by 
Don Francisco, director of the ra- 
dio division of the Office of Inter- 
American Affairs at a luncheon of 
the Export Managers Club of New 
York. 

‘Enlist your strength in the psy- 
chological corps,’ Francisco sug- 
gested. ‘Advertisers assist the war 
effort when they maintain or, where 
possible, expand their local news- 
paper schedules ... when they plan 
their radio promotion in terms of 
programs that promote Hemisphere 
good will. Corisistent advertising— 
more sponsors—more news—more 
good neighbor commercials. These 
are the flesh and blood of our kind 
of psychological warfare.’ 

Loss of revenue represented by 
the cessation of VU. S. advertising 
means the difference between oper- 
ating at a profit or loss for many 
friendly radio stations in South 
American, Francisco pointed out. He 
suggested judicious time buying. 
Copy, he said, in lieu of plugging 
regular commercial products which 
are no longer available, might well 
explain to Latin American custom- 
ers why shortages exist. ‘Our neigh- 
bors must be told that kere in the 
United States we, too, are facing the 
same problems,’ Francisco declared. 

Inter-American radio chief dis- 
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closed that four prominent Brazil- 
ians are being brought north by his 
organization to start a series of daily 
programs of news comment. These 
will be sent to Rio by point-to-point 
and rebroadcast on an extensive 
Brazilian network. Similar efforts 
will be extended elsewhere, he said. 

President's speech of Feb. 23 was 
picked up for rebroadcast by more 
local Latin American stations than 
|any previous broadcast in history, 
| declared Francisco. It was aired by 
211 outlets. 








Frank Mullen Presents 
National Archives Set 
Of Pearl Harbor Newscast 





Washington, March 10. 


Future generations of radio re- 
searchers will be able to get a 
graphic idea of the way U. S. broad- 
casting carried the stunning news of 
Japanese perfidy Dec. 7-8. Complete 
set of recordings of all NBC pro- 
grams during the unforgettable hours 
of the war outbreak now is preserved 
in the National Archives. 

Collection of 20 platters, starting 
with the first radio word about the 
Pearl Harbor assault at 2:39 p.m. 
that Sunday and running through the 
following day, was presented to 
Archivist 8S. J. Buck last week by 
Frank Mullen, NBC vice-president. 

The Archives’ war collection may 
prove one of the most important fea- 
tures. Besides the initial rash of 
alarms, bulletins and communiques, 
the Archives has obtained recordings 
of the President’s war speech to Con- 
gress, Prime Minister Churchill’s 
dramatic talk to Congress, and the 
President’s Jan. 6 fireside chat to the 
nation about war plans and purposes. 





—And KSAN, Frisco 


San Francisco, March 10. 

Frisco’s first swing-shift radio 
show for.defense workers has been 
inaugurated on KSAN here by Les 
Malloy. Period from 1:15 to 1:45 
a.m. nightly has been converted to 
straight mystery drama, news, in- 
terviews with visiting band lead- 
ers, eta. 

Malloy reports a flock of mail from 
workers as far distant as Los An- 
geles. First sponsors are the Esquire 
theatre, to plug a swing-shift mati- 
nee, and the Fur Doctor, local fur- 
rier. 
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Things That Can Happen 


To a Broadcast Engineer 


Cleveland, March 10. 


WHK was off the air some time 
because of a loose connection in a 
speech’ amplifier at the  station’s 
transmitter in nearby Seven Hills 
Village. Programs knocked out in- 
cluded the yodeling Olivio Santoro 
and 26 minutes of the Musical Steel- 
makers’ show. Both network com- 
mercials. 

Trouble started at 4:54 p.m. when 
a buzzing noise interrupted several 
other programs. Engineers cut the 
station off the air to make repairs. 
WCLE, sister station, was not af- 
fected. 


JOE HIDDIESTON NEW 
KIRO SALES MANAGEK 


Seattle, March 10. 

Joe F. Hiddleston has been named 
local sales manager for KIRO, mark- 
ing the first step in a reorganization 
of the staff. Hiddleston, recently 
with the Pacific National Advertising 
Agency, was also formerly on the 
sales staff of KOMO-KJR. 


Phil Riley has been transferred to 
the local sales staff to handle sales 
and sales promotion. Rhoda Lipke, 
formerly sales secretary, is now in 
the continuity department. 

Archie Morton will now direct na- 
tional sales only. Loren Stone, pre- 
viously national sales manager, is 
now assistant station manager. 











Cleveland Radio Council Sets Rules 


For Feminine ‘Air News Wardens’ 





Cleveland, March 10. 
Members of the Radio Council of 
Greater Cleveland have gone all-out 
to promote ‘sane and calm thinking’ 
during news broadcasts, 


With an estimated 6,000 house- 
wives already serving as ‘Air News 
Wardens,’ Mrs. Walter Magee, coun- 
cil prexy, believes the number is 
constantly growing. Accordingly, 
the Cleveland chapter has devised a 
series of eight regulations that each 
warden must abide by. They are: 

1, She would listen to war bul- 
letins and war news over radio with 


a rational attitude rather than 
through her emotions. She would 
make every effort to listen ac- 


curately. 

2. She would not dial out a news 
broadcast before it was completed 
for fear what she had heard would 
not be fully explanatory. 

3. She would avoid as much as 
possible listening to news repetition 
by carefully selecting a daily sched- 
ule news of broadcasts to follow. 

4. She would avoid all commenta- 
tors who are on the emotional or 
the ‘predicting’ side. 

5. She would restrain herself 
from carrying word-of-mouth dis- 
tribution of what she had heard until 


certain she is dealing with facts— 
not rumors. 


6. She would carefully sift what 
she hears and learn to separate news 
from any possible propaganda. 


7. She would take bad news 
calmly with faith in her government 
and our fighting forces that good 
news will surely follow. 

8. She would be cautious in her 
short wave dialing and if she does 
hear broadcasters from Germany, 
Italy and Japan, realize that such 
broadcasters are on the air only as 
propagandists, 





Glenn Jackson Departs 
WLVA After 13 Years 


Lynchburg, Va., March 10. 


Glenn E. Jackson quits sales man- 
ager’s post at WLVA here this week 
to become general sales manager for 
WGBG, new Greensboro, N. C., out- 
let. Jackson had been with WLVA 
since it went on air 13 years ago. In 
addition to daily sports column, Jack- 
son built a hillbilly show with a wide 
following in which he was known as 
the ‘Old Man with Grey Whiskers.” 


Willi be succeeded by Joseph F. 











Wright. assistant sales manager. 









Born of ignorance and fostered by selfish- 
ness, the sin of hoarding can be dealt with 
only through education. But education is 
often a long and tedious process, and 


America’s war effort can’t wait! To reach 





the minds and hearts of thousands of 


It was only a 


listeners quickly, WJR recently devoted 


an entire “In Our Opinion” 


this vital subject. 


Surprised listeners learned from news and 
marketing experts led by WJR’s News 
Editor, that full pantries might mean 


empty guns; that it takes a pound of 


BASIC STATION... 


Winner... 


Full Panties... 


or Kmpty (,uns? 


sugar to produce a pound of explosives. 


They learned, 


moreover, that no true 


shortage of sugar exists—that only fear 
and selfishness can create one—and that 


no one need suffer if all will do their part. 


brief lesson—but listeners 


took it to heart. Only a quarter-hour in a 


forum to 


Sunday afternoon schedule—but we can 


think of no better use for such minutes 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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than to help speed the hour of Victory. 
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*J’ NIOR MISS’ 


_ With Shirley Temple, Elliott Lewis, 


Margaret Lansing, Barbara Eilers, 
Patsy Moran, Priscilla Lyon, Hugh 
Brundage, David Rose orch 

30 Mins. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Wednesday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 

In Salley Benson's original New 
Yorker sketches, Judy Graves was 
something of a problem to her 
parents, In ‘Junior Miss,’ the radio 
version, she’s obvicusly a problem 
child to her sponsors, Procter & 
Gamble, and the Benton & Bowles 
agency. That things were drastically 
wrong was obvious when the pro- 
duction setup of the show was over- 
hauled cnly a day or so before the 

remiere. But on the basis of 
ednesday night’s (4) opener, Judy 
is going to take plenty of bringing 


up. é 

P with Shirley Temple i the title 
part, the program should get under 
way with a sizeable audience. And 
with Eddie Cantor, the principal 
competition currently on NBC, due 
to folu for the summer, there will be 
an opportunity for ‘Junior Miss’ to 
cop a following. But it won't be 
easy. For there are a number of 
serious inherent flaws in the show. 

For one thing, Shirley Temple 
seems n.iscast as Sally Benson’s in- 
tense but amusing young heroine. 
Her familiar screen winsomeness 
isn’t suitable for the Judy character 
as originally written. And her per- 
formance on the opening show was 
strangely expressionless for a young 
performer of her trouping experi- 
ence. If the present emphasis on 
comedy is to be retained, something 
will have to be done about either the 
star’s playing or to build the humor 
on situations involving her serious- 
ness. 

There will apparently have to be 
more changes in the supporting cast 
than those made just before the 
premiere, though possibly further 
playing will allow the individual 
characterizations to develop. Part of 
Hilda is now rather broad for a 
comparatively subtle comedy show, 
but Patsy Moran got several moder- 
ate laughs on the opening stanza. 
Priscilla Lyon also reveale1 a knack 
of craching a laugh line, although 
her part as Judy’s fiiend is ap- 
parently being closely reined until 
the lead character is established. 
Part of Lois is reasonably well 
played by Barbara Eilers, but there’s 

ssibly too little difference between 

er voice and that of the star. 
Etliott Lewis and Margaret Lansing 
are adequate as the parents. 

David Rose’s musical score was 
satisfactory and Mann Holiner, who 
was called in to redirect the show on 
only a few days’ notice, did as well 
as probably could be expected. First 
half of the debut was definitely slow, 
but the pace, laughs and obviousness 
increased in the second half. 

There were three commercials, all 
musical. Piugs for Ivory Snow, cut 
in from New York, seemed long, 
repetitiously written, over-elabo- 
rately presented and_ generally 
tedious. Copy on the Coast end was 
for Dreft. 

Factor not to be overlooked in the 
future prospects of ‘Junior Miss’ is 
that the adaptor is a woman, Doris 
Gilbert. Thus, the mistake frequently 
made on shows of feminine view- 
point, of having male writers, di- 
‘rectors and supervisors, who have no 
insight into a girl’s outlook and 
emotional approach, will presumably 
be avoided. The feminine quality of 
Sally Benson’s original sketches, 
with their treatment of girlish inci- 
dents, situations and problems, was 
one of their appealing points. 

In its legit version, ‘Junior Miss’ is 
currently a boxoffice smash at the 
Lyceum, N. Y. USO troupe is play- 
ing the comedy at various army 
Camps and a regular road troupe 
will probably go on tour in the fall. 
Producer Max Gordon is also pl2n- 
ning a picture version for Column: ia 
release. Hobe. 





MORGAN BEATTY 
Military Analysis 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 10:30 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

All military experts who make a 
business of voicing their views have 
found themselves, since America’s 
entry into the war, limited pretty 
much as to factual data at hand or 
to spinning speculations. Despite 
these limitations, Morgan Beatty 
looms as an outstanding contribu- 
tion to radio listening, especially for 
those armchair strategists who ap- 
preciate a clear, realistic analysis 
of things as they are as compared 
to the usual prentitious bombast. 

What Beatty has to say bears 
much more than the ring of au- 
thority. The man has a mind that 
is precise, concise and incisive. The 
re that Beatty follows is to 

rst present a broad outline of the 
current status of the global fight- 
ing, then proceed to analyze each 
segment of the six or more fronts 
and finally draw all his ends together 
na summary that evokes admiration 
for its lucidity_and comprehensive- 
ness. Beatty has the added virtue of 

» @ fine speaking voice. 

The broadcast originates from 
Washington. Beatty’s background 
includes 14 years in the foreign serv- 
ice of the Associated Press and as an 
analyzer of war news and drafter of 
large scale war maps for the same 
organization, dec. 


JIMMY FIDLER 
Film Gossip 
15 Mins. 
ARRID DEODORANT 
Monday, 7 p.m. 
KECA-Blue, Los Angeles 

It’s pretty much the same old 
Fidler with the same ol” gab. He did 
come through with a promise to be 
more sympathetic, less the slashing 
picture-painter of other people's 
faults as he sees them. The program 
was decorated with so-called news 
‘exclusives’ that sounded rather like 
studio handouts, but perhans this is 
an imaginary distinction for radio 
purposes. 
Fidler plays up heavily marital 
bust-ups and obstetrical predictions. 
In both he probably knows best what 
his radio fans probably like best. 
But with his old-style clinical studies 
of Hollywood foibles and vanity 
omitted the gossiper does suffer from 
an impression of dishing dated and 
lifeless material. 
Not pretty are those commercials 
for Arrid, good for that unpretty 
smell under your arms. Arrid is an 
eyebrow-raiser as an account. How 
you gonna think about it, much less 
talk about it, without sniffing? 
Fidler’s editorial took Pollyanna 
turn wren he defended Tony Martin 
and his navy recruiting job. His 
open letter was critical of theatre 
owners for giving away cash on 
premium nights instead of defense 
bonds, Fidler called it his big idea 
even though it has been kicking 
around since ‘Any Bonds Today’ got 
its first airing. He went for plant 
about Earl Carroll chorines ‘adopt- 
ing’ soldier boys and added what he 
calls new department ‘Hollywood 
Does Its Bit’ which concerns chari- 
table and sympathetic acts by stars. 
As has been his custom for years 
Fidler reviews new pictures and 
gives them bells but with more bong 
than formerly. Sounds more like Big 
Ben. There’s also mail catcher with 
sponsor forking over $25 for war 
slogans. He tags off with ‘and I do 
mean you’ which is more or less his 
trademark. 

Announcer gets in last bark after 
four solid commercials, before, aft 
and twice in-between. Helm. 


‘PENTHOUSE SERENADE’ 

With Jerry Burton, Eleanor Bowers, 
Don Albert Orchestra 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

WHN, New York 


Pleasant musical half-hour stanza, 
devoted largely to standard pops, is 
bolstered by couple of okay vocal- 
ists in Jerry Burton and Eleanor 
Bowers. Burton uncorks a nifty 
baritone which marks him as a 
comer. He impresses as a singer in 
the semi-classical groove, steering 
clear of crooning style. 

Warbled three numbers, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty Heart,’ ‘We’ll Meet Again’ 
and ‘I'll Never Forget,’ all tuneful 
selections with his best results in 
first two numbers. 

Miss Bowers also came through 
nicely with several pops, both sing- 
ers backed up smoothly by the Don 
Albert WHN house crew. Mori. 


JOHN CORCORAN 
News Commentator 
15 Mins.—Local 
MORRIS PLAN BANK 
Daily, 10:30 p.m. 
WFIL, Philadelphia 

John Corcoran is doing a work- 
manlike job of reporting and an- 
alyzing the day-by-day developments 
of the war on WFIL. A former 
newspaperman, he brings to the mike 
a background of extensive traveling 
on the Continent. Instead of just 
reading dispatches, as many local 
spielers are wont to do, he pain- 
stakingly co-ordinates all the news 
so that it tells a comprehensive 
story, with the relationship of each 
event to the other. 

His British accent helps to give 
him the extra added touch which so 


many listeners seem to like in a 
newsgabber, especially in world 
events. 


Commercials are handled ably by 
Tony Wheeler. Shal. 


SAN QUENTIN 
30 Mins.—Regional 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 


KHJ-Don Lee, Hollywood 
From behind the walls of San 
Quentin, with its 4,000 inmates, 


comes this musical program, which 
is comparable to some of the pro- 
fessional radio outpourings. That 
musical talent abounds at this lock- 
up is evident. Program is pre- 
ponderantly tuneful, with only a few 
interludes of talks by inmates and 
Warden Clinton Duffy. (Incidental- 
ly, the only warden in the country 
born on the grounds; his father was 
a steward at Quentin.) His remarks 
are mostly inspirational and give 
outsiders some insight on what goes 
on when the gates clar ¢. 

There is no attempt to make 
comedy save for the | vity of theme 
song, ‘Time On My Hands,’ sung in 
slow tempo by the glee club. Group 
combined with the orchestra in a 
rendition of ‘Ballad for Americans’ 
that had professional sheen. A 
Negro carried the lead with a tonal 
quality that hinted experience in 
musie before incarceration. 

_ Program has picked up a Coast 
listening audience and will be con- 








| waits 


A Flaw at Last 





Thursday's (5) episode of ‘Our 
Gal Sunday’ on CBS for Anacin 
contained a curious bit of plot- 
ting. Heroine, explaining to her 
husband how she'd known of his 
desperate illness, said she'd 
‘found’ a letter from So-and-So 
to So-and-So telling about it. 
She didn’t say she'd been given 
the letter to read, or even that 
someone had told her about 
hubby’s condition. 

The implication seemed that 
the heroine, the personification 
of femme virtue, isn’t above 
reading other people’s mail. 











‘GOOD OLD DAYS’ 
With Ethel Levey, Pat Barnes, Ethel 

Gilbert, Lulu Bates, Hal Willard 
Songs and Talk 
30 Mins. 

CARTER’S PILLS 

Sunday; 7:30 p.m. CWT 

WLS-Blue, Chicago 
(Stack-Goble) 

With ‘Inner Sanctum’ mystery pro- 
gram being used by Carter’s Little 
Liver Pills in the east, the pill manu- 
facturer has seen fit to take a mid- 
west split of seven Blue stations for 
a 30-minute weekly Gay Nineties 
show, with most of the talent from 
the N. Y. Bill Hardey’s Gay Nineties 
cafe. And the pill firm has a sure- 
fire winner in this program. Not only 
will it corral exactly the people 
whose age group fits in nicely with 
the period covered by the show, but 
it will attract all elements and ages, 
for the show is basically good solid 
entertainment for everybody and for 
every home. 

There is something about the pop- 
ular music of the turn of this cen- 
tury that makes it ever-young, and 
always appealing. There are many 
young people who don’t know the 
words to the music of the early ’20s, 
but they all know the words cf 
‘Daisy,’ ‘If I Had a Girl,’ ‘Red Wing,’. 
‘Shade of the Old Apple Tree,’ and 
‘In the Good Old Summertime.’ It is 
a time in our country’s history that 
makes it stand out as the standard 
of the nation, and for that reason, the 
music of the period will go on for-.. 
ever. 

This program captures that heart- 
free spirit of fhose days and does a 
beautiful job of imparting that flavor 
of the times to the listener. For 30 
minutes the program lilts to the 
strains of this country’s great pro- 
gressive period, with the songs rip- 
pling through the loudspeaker. 

Ethel Gilbert does the tear-jerker 
with ‘Ring Down the Curtain,’ and 
gets the spirit over excellently, with 
just the right amount of scenery 
chewing. Lulu Bates, Hal Willard 
and the quartet were just right with 
such oldies as ‘Sailing Down the 
Chesapeake,’ ‘I Had a Dream,’ ‘Sands 
of the Desert Grow Cold,’ ‘Silver 
Bell,’ and ‘Red Wing.’ 

But the outstanding item on the 
show caught was the guest, Ethel 
Levey, one of the great performers 
of show business when vaudeville 
was vaudeville. Miss Levey is up 
there on the calendar, but she re- 
mains a brilliant showman and per- 
former. She clowned and gagged 
with m.c. Pat Barnes with real ebul- 
lience, and then went to work with 
two tunes, ‘Alexander’ and ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ the latter 
particularly impressing in the man- 
ner with which Miss Levey 
whammed it through the radio. She 
sang it with that old-time rag tempo 
and it was great stuff. Later in the 
program she is back for the real bell- 
ringer, a run-through of some of the 
top George M. Cohan tunes, socking 
solidly with ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ 
Age has nothing to do with show- 
manship, and today Miss Levey is as 
brilliant as ever, and is a lesson to 
any performer on how to sell a per- 
sonality and how to sell a song. 

Gold. 


MONTREAL WOMEN’S SYM- 

PHONY 
With Ethel Stark 
Sustaining 
CBF, Montreal 

Montreal Women’s Symphony Or- 
chestra, under baton of Ethel Stark, 
got its first airing Thursday (5) over 
CBF. Jsed as a stop-gap in the 
night’s program layout, reception was 
not altogether satisfactory with long 
between playing to allow 
lengthy descriptions of pieces to be 
played given in French and Eng- 
lish, 

Occasion was the opening of sea- 
son’s concerts by the Symph with 
Ellen Ballon in a Rachmaninoff con- 
certo (which, however, did not come 
over the air). Moussorgsky’s ‘Bald 
Mountain’ was chopped off at finish 
to allow for time exigencies which 
also did not endear the radio con- 
cert listeners. Lane. 





tinued by the Don Lee network be- 
yond the initial span set by the 
prison board and Warden Duffy. 
Listeners seem naturally sympathetic 
and marvel at the quality of the 
broadcast. Also odd to hear the an- 
nouncer sign off as Inmate No. 82576. 
Entire program is smartly produced 
and unravels smoothly. Only out- 
sider identified with the show is Mel 
Venter, who participates for the net- 
work in various phases of the pro- 





duction. Helm. 


HARVEY HARDING 
Singer, Organist 
15 Mins. 


Sustaining 
M-T-W; 11 2.m. 
WH, New York 

Harding, a baritone and a good 
one, also plays a mean piano, a 
steaming-at-the-seams organ, and is, 
when not otherwise engaged, a 
writer of his own material, notably 
jingles which he has recorded as 
radio commercials for sundry adver- 
tising agencies. In invading the local 
New York one-man entertainment 
field, he brings to WHN an unusual 
combination of talents. This sug- 
gests that after a suitable length of 
time and some puttering around with 
the formula to project himself, Hard- 
ing should begin to pick up an audi- 
ence. 

Most needed just now is a more 
personalized touch in the gab. This 
is more than going after informality 
in tone of voice or laugh. It means 
giving the listener little hints of 
Harding’s versatility, perhaps of his 
professional activities. As heard last 
week his accomplishments and per- 
sonality were not highlighted. Lis- 
teners could easily imagine it was a 
studio organist or pianist helping 
him out. 

Harding’s deep voice lends itself 
to the hymn which he throws in 
each broadcast. This is probably a 
good hunch, as there is a wide audi- 
ence for the sentimental remem- 
brance theme songs of thie — 

and, 


‘SONGS OF MEN’ 
With Arthur Vinton, Bill Hargrave, 

Nine Stout-Hearted Men 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Say a thing loud enough and often 
— and people will start echoing 
it. or example, this quarter hour, 
conceived and produced by Lester 
O'Keefe, is an echo to an idea, now 
pretty obvious, that we are being 
tested in this war to see whether we 
are toughies or butterballs. What we 
need to win is guts. Everybody 
agrees and not least of all Clarence 
Menser, program chief of NBC; who 
has already shown an angry mood 
in WEAF’s morning chip-on-shoulder, 
‘Let’s Fight.’ Now comes ‘Songs of 
Men,’ which is frankly devoted to 
the idea that muscle and hair is bet- 
ter than lard and fuzz on the male 
frame. In a quarter hour that picks 
musical pieces of a he-mannish na- 
ture and talks about them and the 
war in gravel-edged language, the 
main idea is to glorify masculinity. 
There is even a distinct tendency 
to. get superior about things, songs 
and attitudes of fundamental fem- 
ininity. To borrow one of O’Keefe’s 
own phrases, no ‘frilly tra-la-la’ is to 
be warbled by the basses and bass- 
baritones who rejoice in the stun- 
ning appellation ‘The Nine Stout- 
Hearted Men.’ 

To complete the gutsy setting of 
the quarter hour, the narrator is Ar- 
thur Vinton, who is the voice of 
retribution in that slap-’em-down 
program, ‘Mr. District Attorney.’ He 
puts a figurative plug of tobacco in 
the program’s mouth. 

Little omens like this program sug- 
gest, with growing explicitness, the 
deep rumblings of something. Maybe 
it’s a reversion to the simple idea 
of the frontiersmen who used to get 
mighty put out with those horse- 
thieves. Substitute Germans and 
Japs for horse-thieves. Land. 


‘LYDIA’ 

With Claudia Morgan, Kay Brinker, 
David Gothard, Frank Lovejoy, 
Peter Beauvais, Don McLaughlin, 
Joan Shea, Ernest Chappell, Wil- 
liam Meeder 

15 Mins. (Transcribed) 

WHEATENA 

Daily, 10:30 p.m. 

WOR, New York 

(Compton) 

As its final story of the season, 
‘Wheatena Playhouse’ is offering 
‘Lydia,’ adapted from the recent 
Alexander Korda picture of the same 
title. Like the film, it’s a _ senti- 
mental lavender - and - old-nostalgia 
valentine, somewhat episodic, rather 
innocuous and only mildly tiresome. 
And like the others in the ‘Play- 
house’ series, it’s produced for the 
Compton agency by Ed Wolf Asso- 
ciates, with Herbert Little, Jr., and 
David Victor adapting, Carlo De An- 
gelo directing, William Meeder pro- 
viding organ cues and Ernest Chap- 
pell announcing. 

Claudia Morgan plays the title 
part of Lydia as a young, romantic, 
garrulous and sappy gal, with Kay 
Brinker handling the same character 
as a reminiscent and still gabby old 
woman. It seems Lydia had four 
grand passions, each highly infec- 
tious, but none fatal. From the epi- 
sodes heard, the heroine must have 
been a eye-filling dish, but given to 
anesthetic conversation. That and 
a hellion grandmother apparently 
proved too much for her successive 
swains, so she’s left with only rem- 
iniscent dialog, and dramatized 
flashbacks, for the listeners. 

Eighth in the season’s lineup, 
‘Lydia’ is being heard on WOR, New 
York, at 10:30-10:45 p.m., Monday- 
through-Thursday, instead of the for- 
mer time of 4:15-4:30 p.m. daily. 
Switch was necessitated by WOR’s 
broadcast of the N. Y. Giants train- 
ing camp baseball games. Series 





ends April 6, on a Monday. Hobe. 





‘THIS IS WAR—IV’ 
With Tyrone Power, Morton Gould 

Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

Saturday, 7 p.m. 
All Networks 

Stephen Vincent Benet, who has a 
number of eloquent radio pieces to 
his credit, wrote the fourth script for 
the “This Is War’ series last Satur- 
day (7). Dealing with the United 
States Army and, wyecaliy the War 
Department in Washington, the script 
played fairly well on the air, being 
a warmly-worded inventory of the 
human stuff that makes up our fignt- 
ing strength. 

Most of the way the script stayed 
close to the line of realism. Here and 
there a slightly phoney touch, like 
the soldier-boy shortwaving a mes- 
sage from Iceland, jarred the ear. 
Now and again some ‘propaganda’ 
interpolation may have raised some 
eyebrows, notably Benet’s defense of 
‘prasshatism’ and scattered refer- 
ences that seemed to express Army 
irritation with civilian critics and 
Guam-blind Congressman. 

It’s probably smart to build up 
the prestige of the high command. 
Confidence in leadership is obviously 
a need of the times. (It’s probably 
soundly democratic, too, that the 
U. S. high command is sensitive 
enough to public opinion to take 
pains to explain something of its 
functioning.) Probably not too many 
Americans have reflected that merit 
is the basis of Army advancement. 
Neither money nor social standing 
count at West Point. And it’s worth 
underlining that our officers are rea- 
sonable-minded disciplinarians, not 
the sadistic and arrogant beau ideal 
of Mitteleuropa. Quite humanly the 
U.S. Army does not wish to be 
blamed in this war for situations it 
foresaw and tried to prepare against. 
(Irritation with some of the mediocre 
mentalities in Congress is by no 
means confined to the military!) 

It was, on the whole, both instruc- 
tive and interesting to discover some 
‘army viewpoint’ on controversial 
matters showing through Benet’s 
more or less conventional mustering 
of fictional cooks, bombardiers, mas- 
ter sergeants, stretcher-bearers and 
jeep-jockeys. An Army does not 
exist divorced from politics and 
economics, and so it was appropriate 
to the occasion to have it pointed 
out that our existing army of 1,700,- 
000 men was the triumph of the po- 
litically clear-sighted over the bad 
advice of the Lindberghs, Ham 
Fishes and others. 

On this score the Benet script was 
tantalizing. It suggested that the 
people’s Army and Navy have per- 
haps been too timid in speaking up 
for themselves. They have not found 
ways to let the people understand 
the military viewpoint on a lot of 
political questions. Americans may 
justly fear the ‘caste system’ that 
military life does tend to nourish, 
but on the other hand why is it un- 
democratic for the high commands 
to speak to the people more directly? 
Why is it superior democracy to fil- 
ter expert recommendations through 
the biased, parochial intermediaries, 
viz, congressional committees, alone? 
Our military might not be so much 
a breed apart if we did not force this 
pariah attitude upon them in peace 
times. 

Production-wise the broadcast was 
routinely capable, although the or- 
chestra under Morton Gould seemed 
far away from the performers. Ty- 
rone Power carried the main voice, 
less the ‘narrator’ than usual for this 
kind of morale show. It was an able 
reading by the film star. 

Other radio programs have, of 
course, told us a lot of interesting 
detail about training camps, selectees 
and the tasks facing us militarily. 
‘This Is War’ made a fairly effective, 
and generally clear, addition to this 
broadcast literature. The main in- 
terest of the script was in the clues 
author Benet gave the public con- 
cerning Army attitude on Congress- 
men. } 

For the first time on the series 
Norman Corwin as director shared 
billing. Howard Nussbaum got air 
credit, too. Land. 
‘LIVING HISTORY’ 

Interpretative Talks 

15 Mins. 

Tuesday, 4:15 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This is to be a series of talks by 
historians and other learned gentry. 
It is likely to have class, not mass, ap- 
peal broadcasting. Which is no rea- 
son for CBS not paying more atten- 
tion to the microphone skills of its 


guests. 
Dr. Henry Steele Conmager, his- 
tory prof at Columbia University, 


seemed uninstructed in the proper 
tempo for radio reading. He marred 
splendid analytic material by a lack 
of modulation and variation, produc- 
ing a monotonous level. Jaco. 


XEQ Honors S. Zweig 


Mexico City, March 10. 

A memorial service, the first of 
the kind to be given in Mexico in 
honor of a foreigner, was presented 
(3) for Stefen Zweig. the noted Aus- 
trian writer, who with his wife, 
Elizabeth, committed suicide in 
Brazil, March 23, was rendered by 
local radio station XEQ. 

Program used Margarita Maris, 
Austrian contralto, and orchestral 
numbers under the direction of 
Ernest Roemer, 
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~The Metropolitan Opera: 1941-42 





Statistics and vital data for the 1941-42 season of the Metropolitan 
Opera which winds up March 15 in New York City (with spring tour 


to follow) includes these facts: 


Number of performances in N. Y.: 111. 


Road performances: 60. 


Number of Operas presented: 32, 


Number of principal singers: 88. 


Most appearances: 45 by Wilfred Engelman, 36 by Thelma Votkipa. 

Opera most presented: “Tosca’, seven times. 

Conductors: Ettore Panizza, 34; Erich Leinsdorf, 25; Wilfred Pel- 
letter, 12; Paul Breisach, Bruno Walter, 11 each: Sir Thomas 
Beecham, 160; Frank St. Leger, 7; Fausto Cleva, one. 

Six performances: ‘Aida’, ‘Lohengrin’. 


Five performances: 
“‘Tannhauser’. 


‘Rosenkavalier’, 


‘Traviata’, ‘Carmen’, and 


Four Performances: Nozze di Figaro,’ L’Elisir D’Amore,’ ‘Otello,’ 
‘Don Giovanni’, ‘Magic Flute’, ‘La Fille du Regiment’, ‘Barber 
of Seville’, ‘Rigoletto’, ‘Boheme’, ‘Pheobus and Pan’. 

Three performances: ‘Samson et Dalila’, ‘Orfeo’, ‘Lakme’, ‘Le Coq 
D'Or’, ‘The Bartered Bride’, ‘Faust’, ‘The Island God’, ‘Pagliacci’, 


‘Walkeure’, ‘Parsifal’. 


Two performances: ‘Ballo in Maschera’, ‘Siegfried’ and ‘Gotter- 


daemmerung’. 


Given once: ‘Butterfly’ and ‘Das Rheingold’, 


(Of the announced 


operas ‘Mignon’ and ‘Meistersinger’ were not given.) 
Performances by men: John Dudley 42; Alessio de Paolis, Norman 


Cordon, 


38 each; George Cehanovsky, 


32; Emery Darcy, 30; 


Arthur Kent, 29; Salvatore Baccaloni, 22; Lauritz Melchior, John 
Brownlee. 19 each; Leonard Warren, 17; Ezio Pinza, 16; Charles 
Kullman, 15, Raoul Jobin, Emanuel List, 13; Alexander Kipnis, 
12; Arthur Carron, 10; Frederick Jagel, Francesco Valentino, 9 


each; Julius Huehn, 


Herbert Janssen, 


Alexander Sved, eight 


apiece; Friedrich Schorr, seven; Richard Bonelli, six; Giovanni 


Martinelli, 


Lawrence Tibbett, 


Jan Peerce, five each: Rene 


Maison, John Charles Thomas, Robert Weede, four each; and 
Richard Crooks, Nini Martini, Jan Kiepura, three. 
Performances by women: Irra Petina, 25; Maxine Stellman, Helen 
Oldheim, 22 each; Kerstin Thorborg, 18; Jarmila Novotna, 15; 
Licia Albanese, 14; Bidu Sayao, Astrid Varney, 12; Karin Bran- 
zell, 10; Rose Stevens, Elisabeth Rethberg, Stella Roman, nine 
each; Lily Pons, eight; Grace Moore, seven; Rosa Bok, six; Lotte 


Lehmann, Helen Traubel, 


Rose Bampton, 


Bruna Castagna, 


Josephine Antoine, Lily Djanel, five each; Helen Jepson, one. 











| 


NY. Concert Reviews — 








JASCHA HEIFETZ 
"Jiolinist 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y¥., March 4, 1942 


When a virtuoso reaches a position | ; . 
| cellent technique, is at home on the 


whereby even his rivals call him 
the world’s” greatest, the _ critic 
merely reports, merely enthuses: 
‘Beauty of tone,’ ‘superlative in- 


terpretative abilities,’ ‘staccati work 
oOo. an unbelievable character’ and 
‘extraordinary brilliance.’ 

It is possible other violinists may 
have played better. It is not prob- 
able. Eddy. 

The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 

Times (Straus): ‘Superb form, 
refinement, finesse, restraint, master- 
piece of interpretative art, uncanny 
brilliance, feathery lightness of bow, 
perfection of spiccato, _ elfinlike, 
ethereal delicacy.’ 

Tribune (Perkins): ‘Superlative... 
remarkable ... wide, finely graded 
range of color and dynamic shading. 
Deceptive sense of entire ease ... 
ingratiating quality.’ 





VLADIMIR HOROWITZ 
Pianist 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., March 6, 1942 
Vladimir Horowitz is playing in a 
style these days to virtually stop 
comparisons with any other pianist 
now before the public. At his Car- 
negie Hall recital he reached an 
apex in the Chopin B flat- minor 
sonata which contained the ingre- 
dients of delicacy, warmth, power, 
majestic line, fiery emotionalism, 
pathos and interpretative ability. 
Especially in the hackneyed third 
movement, the funeral march, he 
lifted an enraptured audience. 
The word, of course, is ‘great.’ 
Eddy. 
The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 
Times (Taubman)—‘When greater 
virtuosity is lavished on the 
playing the piano probably Vladimir 
Horowitz will do the lavishing.’ 
Tribune (Thomson )—‘Supernormal 


| fire and imagination. 





| 
| 


| 


| 


BERNARDO SEGALL 

Pianist 

Town Hall, N. ¥., March 8, 1942 
Brazilian pianist possesses an ex- 


platform, and plays with abundant 


and large. Artistry and intelligence 
is present, 
A capable, good performer, Eddy. 


The N.-Y. daily critics said: 

Tribune (Lawrence)— Recital far 
above average. Excellence of finger- 
work, rhythm and design. Fine basic 
musicality. 


Times—‘Wealth of interesting con- 

trasts ... silvery tones . excellent 

whole performance had the rapt 

absorption that keeps an audience 

hanging on every note.’ 

JULIUS SCHULMAN 

Vislinist 

Town Hall, N. Y¥., March 8, 1942 
Youthful violinist plays with good 


technique and is intently serious 
about his work. Although intona- 
tion is good, lack of freedom and 


| abandon in his playing made a rather 


| missing 


| 





art of | 


| program at his 


—played the Liszt pieces faster, | 
louder and more accurately than 
anyone else ever plays them 


tremendous . . . justly acclaimed tech- 
nical powers.’ 


GUIOMAR NOVAES 
Pianist 


Town Hail, N. ¥., March 7, 1942 


Rated by many as the ‘world’s 
greatest woman pianist’ for the past 
two decades, Guiomar Novaes, of 
Brazil, again showed playing marked 
with extreme delicacy, tremendous 
crashing power when needed, a sen- 
sitive understanding of her text and 
scintilating technical abilities. Her 
poetic treatment of the 24 preludes 
of Chopin was the high point of a 
program which had virtually no flaws 
In rendition and held the listener in 
a spell. Eddy. 





The N. Y. daily critics said: 

Times (Straus)—‘Specic] niche of 
ner Own among contemporary pian- 
ists. Technical perfection and in- 
exhaustible fund of color. Charm... 
extraordinary wealth of tints and 
nuances,’ 


i denzas clean-cut 


dull afternoon. The spontaneity that 
is the essence of master work was 
Audience was treated to a 
succession of correctly played notes 


in correctly rapid or slow fashion, 
with abundant shading but sans 
heart. Eddy. 
The N. Y. daily critics said: 
Times (Straus) — ‘Well schooled 
technique. Tone pure voluminous 
intelligent refined tone. Insufficient 


monotony of effect.’ 

Tribune (Lawrence )—‘Playing con- 
sistently well sc 
ably able. More imagination, how- 
ever, would have brought a greater 
degree of interest to the recital.’ 
HENRI TEMIANKA 
Violinist 
Town Hall, N. Y¥., March 2, 1942 

Playing with a fiery brilliance and 
intensity, Henri Temianka ripped 
through a difficult and unhackneyed 
Town Hall recital 
with consummate ease. The violin 
tone was rich and full, his ca- 
and accurate as to 


ist’s 


| pitch, his musicianship of the best. 





His interpretative abilities were 
sufficient to cover the widely 
versified list of composers without 
suffering in the transition. Eddy 
The N. Y. Daily Critics Said 
Tribune (Perkins): ‘Technical skill, 
musicianship, taste, appealMmg_ in 
timber .. . spirit .. . well wrought 


| coloring.’ 


Telegram (Biancolli): ‘Fiery form. 
... fresh vital guise. Temperament 
and technique fingers fairly 
sizzled.’ 





Chi Opera Opens Nov. 9 


Chicago, March 10. 
The Chicago Opera season will 
open on Nov. 9 and run five weeks 
through Dec. 5. 
While no opener has definitely 
been set it is reported ‘Gioconda’ is 
being considered. 


Did not always touch a | 
| profound emotional core.’ 





His tone is pure | 





Met Opera Reviews 


‘Carmen’ on Monday night (9) was 
an uneven performance of the Bizet 
thriller due principally to Lily Djanel 
in the title role failing to make the 
character live. Singer was vocally 
and dramatically missing the grand 
style. Leonard Warren had the voice 
for Escamillo, but his wasteline 
warred with the idea he was a bull- 
fighter. Licia Albanese stopped the 
show with an excellently sung ‘Je 
dis che rien,’ but her costuming was 
still faulty. 

Sock of the production was Raoul 
Jobin, whose fine French, excellent 
acting, and almost flawless singing 
was climaxed in a show-stopping 
‘Flower Song.’ 

Sir Thomas Beecham directed. 








‘Tosca,’ repeated Saturday evening 
(7), was an uneven performance. 
Jan Kiepura again indulged in his 
quaint east European stage manner- 
isms, but the tenor’s ringing top 
tones stopped the show again and 
again, and it was for him that the 
audience reserved its real acclaim, 
despite the corny acting he loves. 

Stella Roman in the title role was 
most confortable in ‘Vissi d’Arte.’ 
which was artistically phrased and 
sung, but all of her top notes were 
not true to pitch. John Brownlee. 
appearing as Scarpia for the first 
time this year. was smothered by the 
orchestra. but Sang artistically and 
acted with cool restraint. His was 
probablv the best Scarpia of the year 
at the Met. Gerhard Pechner, Arthur 
Kent and Alessio de Paolis contrib- 
uted more than their share in minor 
roles, and Ettore Panizza kept the 
entire production moving at a rapid 
pace. 





Alexander Kipnis stepped into the | 
performance of | 


Saturday matinee 
‘Don Giovanni’ and delivered an ex- 
ample as Leporello of great artistry 


against the disadvantage of a cold, | 


that constant enemy of opera singers. 
The bass nursed his voice and em- 
ployed a wealth of stage skills 
bring his contribution to a high level 
of professional competence. As sheer 
technical conquest it was Kipnis’ 
afternoon, although more obviously 


the huge. clear voice of Ezio Pinza | 


wrapped up the vocal honors. 

Bidu Sayao was a charming co- 
quettish Zerlina, singing both her 
arias with impeccable musiciansh'p. 
grace of manner and with beautiful 


tone. Norman Cordon was a full- 
voiced Commendatore, and Charles 
Kullman a weak-sounding Ottavio, 


not at all impressive vocally or dra- 


| matically. 





Varmila Novotna was a levely pic- 
ture as Elvira, but her top tones were 
not superior. Her acting was superb. 
Rose Bampton struggled hard and 
sincerely with Donna Anna, but the 
part was still not for her. 

Mack Harrell 
first time as Masetto was weak of 


voice and not too free in his actng. | 


Bruno Walter conducted with abun- 
dant fire and regard for the score. 
‘Aida’ Friday (6) was a routine 
performance with some good spots. 
Elisabeth Rethberg in the title role 


| may have lost a bit of the quality 


} cover 


and breath contro] that was hers a 
decade ago but her poignant, sincere 
acting and excellent musicianship 
this up. She made the top 


i‘C’ in ‘O Patria Mia’ with yards to 


spare and generally dominated pro- | 


ceedings as a superb artist. 
Leonard Warren as Amonasro was 
bellow. He 


to | 


appearing for the | 


chewed | 


Experiment with 789-Seat Filmarte 
As 3d Recital House in New York 





TIBBETT DROPS TOWN HALL 


Baccaloni Troupe ie Substitute on 
March 18 








Iiiness of Lawrence Tibbett has 
caused that baritone to cancel his 
Town Hall endownment appearance 
in N. Y. on March 18. He will be 
replaced by Salvatore Baccaloni’s 
touring opera company with Flcrence 


George, Elizabeth Wysor, Franco 
Perulli, Ivan Petroff and Earl 
Wrightson. 


The comic basso of the Met will 
present scenes from ‘Boris Godunov,’ 
‘L’Elisir D’Amore’ and Don Pasquale’ 
as well as a sprinkling of operatic 
arias. 

His company closes its formal tour 
in Hartford, Conn., March 15. 


3 MET OPERAS 
IN THE BLACK 


oe ee 





The Metropolitan Opera ended its 
15th week of the season Monday (9) 
with an estimated loss of around 
$3,500 based on an estimated gross 
of $65,500 out of a possible $87,500. 
(Met scales to $7.70 top with 3,500 
seats in the house.) Estimates for 
the week are: 

Wednesday (4), ‘Phoebus and Pan’ 
and ‘Le Coq D’Or’ estimated at $6,- 
500, loss, $5,500. 

Thursday (5), ‘Tannhauser,’ prob- 
able gross near $9,500, loss, $2.500. 

Friday (6), ‘Aida,’ perhaps $12,000, 
even break. 

Saturday afternoon (7), ‘Don Gio- 
vanni,’ at a guess, $14,000, profit, $2,- 
000. 

Saturday evening (7), ‘Tosca,’ 
sized up as $10,000, profit $1,000 (at 
$4.40 top). 

Monday (9), ‘Carmen,’ estimated 
take of $13,500, profit, $1,500. 





MELCHIOR TO COLUMBIA 
AFTER 15 RCA YEARS 


Lauritz Melchior, Victor recording 
artist for close to 15 years will not 
renew his contract and will shortly 
| Shift to Columbia Recording Co. 

Melchior recently shifted manage- 
ments from NBC to Columbia Con- 





| 

| certs Corp. He has been leading 
| Wagnerian tenor of the Met since 
1926. 


| “) _ 
| Summer Opera Season 
Cincinnati, March 10. 
Unless war intervenes, the Cincin- 
nati Summer Opera Association will 


in excellent ; hold it Pe 

scenery as stage direction permits in | °° its annual six-week summer 
this role. Hysterics adequate. Ar- | S¢ason this year at the Zoo. 

'thur Carron pushed as Rhadames/|_ A later curtain because of war 
|and his make-up was no triumph. time and new amusement tax regula- 


| Bruna Castagna’s acting was stately 


ooled and technic- | 


color variety sweep or fire to escape | 24 dignsfied but the contralto’s top 


Lansing Hat- 
and 


tones seemed frayed. 
field was an adequate King 
Nicola Moscona a routine Ramfis. 
Wilfred Pelletier, conducting 
first ‘Aida,’ set the pace for speed. 


his 


‘Tannhauser’ for the last time this 


season on Thursday (5) had Irene 
| Jessner in the role of Elisabeth 
Soprano was in generally good voice 
and her ‘Dich teurle Halle’ was out- 
standing. Some of her top tone 
were somewhat shrill and spread but 
this was minor to a fine introduc- 

ion. Her actin dignified, he} 
diction excellent, and her stage de- 


di- | 





| 
i 


| 





portment regal. Lauritz Melchior in 


the title role again poured out < 
wealth of tremendous tone which 
never seems to weary. Kerstin 


Thorborg found Venus’s music high 
and her attempts to seduce Melchior 


were not particularly convincing 
from a thespic standpoint. Julius 
Huehn was imposing as Wolfram 


but vocally inadequate. Other roles 
were in familiar hands and Erich 
Leinsdorf led the orchestra. 


NCAC Expands List 


The National Concert & Artists 
Corp. has added seven additional 
artists to its formerly published list. 

New people are Zinka Milanov, 
soprano; Dorothy Sarnoff, soprano; 
Doris Doe, contralto; Earl Wrightson, 





baritone; Alexander Sved, baritone; | 
Bronislaw Huberman, violinist, and 


Roman Totenberg, violinist. 


| tions were discussed by association 


| officials in a huddle last week with 
| Oscar F..Hild, head of the musicians’ 
union, and Park board and Zoo execs. 


McILHENNY RESIGNS 


Strawbridge Succeeds Him as Head 
of Robin Hood Dell Cencerts. Inc. 


Philadelphia, March 10 


Henry MclIlhenny y} dent-elect 
of the Robin Hood Dell Concerts 
Inc., for the 1942 seasor resiened 
Friday (6), at a meeting of director 
after he announced he was entering 
the armed service Mclthenny, who 

33, is curator of decorative arts at 
the Philadelphia Museum of Arts. 

Francis H. Strawbridge. Jr. a 


broker and treasurer of the Dell. wa 
,;named to succeed McIlhenny. Mor- 
ton Howard, concert pianist and pro- 
prietor of a record shop here, was 
named treasurer. 


Ft. Wayne Set for 41-42 


Fort Wayne. Ind.. March 10. 





Fort 
for next season include 
Thomas, baritone: the Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo: Astrid Varnay. 
soprano, and Adolf Busch and Rudolf 
Serkin, violinist and pianist. Mrs. 
W. H. W. Peltier is president of the 
| Concert Association. 
Current season closes March 17, 
| with Lotte Lehmann and Lauritz 


| Melchoir. 


| modified 


Wayne Community concerts | 
Cleveland |! 
“ ' 
Symphony Orchestra: John Charles 





v 


An attempi to establish a third re- 
cital hall in Manhattan on West 58th 
street at the site of the old Filmarte 
theatre, to rival Carnegie Hall and 
Town Hall, will be started March 30, 
when Robert Speller, president of 
Record Concerts Corp., will launch 
a new orchestra, the American Sym- 
phony under Frederick Delzell, for- 
mer Boston Symphony conductor, 
with Margaret Matzenauer as solo- 
ist. The program will consist of 
arias from ‘Samson’ and the ‘St. 
Matthew Passion’ plus Beethoven's 
‘Ah Perfido’ by the veteran con- 
tralto, and Hayden’s Symphony in 
D and American works for the or- 
chestra. 

On April 6, the theatre will pre- 
sent Elizabeth Wysor, contralto, and 
John Walsh, baritone, in a joint con- 
cert, and on April 13, Otto Klem- 
perer will conduct the American 
Symphony with Elizabeth Schumann, 
soprano, and Sonda Bianca pianist, 
as soloists. From five to 10 Mon- 
day evening concerts are planned to 
htest, the receptivity of the N. Y. pub- 
lic to a new intimate concert hall. 
The price scale will be 83 cents to 
$2.75 and the house seats 789. 


‘Music and War 
Talk by State 
Dept. Spokesmen 


Milwaukee, March 10. 

Charles A. Thomson, Chief of the 
division of cultural relations of the 
state department, will make the key- 
note address at the National Con- 
ference of Music Educators here 
March 26 to April 2, with ‘Music in 
the National Effort’ as his theme, 
and stressing the need for cultural 
|exchange in wartime to maintain the 
| solidarity of the United Nations. 
| War department officials also will be 
|here to advise the educators on 
| mobilizing musical education forces 
in defense. Chile and Brazil both 
| will be represented at the confer- 
| ence. 


| 
DET. SYMPHONY SETS 
SOLOISTS FOR *42-’43 


Detroit, March 10. 
With its annual deficit trimmed to 
'only $15,000 through the staging of 

















| the Allied Festivai, the Detroit Sym- 


Orchestra has announced a 
guest conductor program 
for its 1942-43 season. Three conduc- 
tors will appear for the series of 
14 subscription concerts, Desire De- 
fauw, Sir Thomas Beecham and Vic- 
tor Kolar. 

A partial list of the soloists lined 
up for next fall includes Rudolph 
Serkin and Betty Humby, pianists; 
Albert Spalding, Ruth Posselt and 
Ilya Schkolnik, violinists; Dorothy 
Maynor, soprano, and George Mi- 
quelle, cellist, with the Michel 
Fokine Ballet Theater also scheduled 
to bring in Irina Baronova, Alicia 
Markova and Anton Dolin. 


phony 


SAUERKRAUT 
He ” Ridicules Percy 
Ban Propesal 


Arthur Fiedler 
Grainger’s 100% 
Boston, March 10 
Percy Grainger’s idea to ban 
sic created by enemy composers was 
labeled ‘ridiculous’ by Arthur Fied- 
ler, conductor of the Pops Concerts 
at Symphony Hall and of the Espla- 
nade Concerts here. 
‘It boils down to the same old 
wheeze of the last war—renaming 


mu- 


sauerkraut, ‘liberty cabbage,’ and 
giving every poor dachshund a 


drawingroom snub,’ Fiedler declared. 

‘Fundamentally, music is a univer- 
sal language. The sounds of the 
human voice and the sounds pro- 
| duced by instruments are the same 
; all over the world. However, I do 
| object to playing anything that def- 
|initely portrays the Germanic and 
| am opposed to using music written 
_ by Hitlerian composers in Germany 
| who woulc receive royalties every 
itime their composition is played.’ 
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17 Bands in Theatres This Week; 


Hutton, 446, N.Y. 


Miller, 306 in D.C, 


-Basie-Waters, 206, Cleve. All Good 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Blue Barron, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Captains 
of Clouds’ (WB) on screen (3d-final 
wk). Losing pace to end finale at 
under $20,000, poor, while last week 
(2d) was okay at over $30,000, the 
first seven days strong at $40,000. 

Count Basie, Cleveland (Palace; 
3,700; 30-35-42-55-66), plus Ethel Wa- 
ters and ‘Paris Calling’ (U). Strong 
stage show luring smart $20,000, de- 
spite snowstorms. 

Les Brown, Milwaukee (Riverside; 
2,600; 30-40-50), with ‘North to the 
Klondike’ (U). Band unquestionably 
the draw. First time here and draw- 
ing younger element for splendid 
$14,000. 

Cab Calloway, Detroit (Paradise; 
2,200; 40-55). Coupled with ‘Law of 
the Jungle’ (Indie). Picture strictly 
sluffo, so $15,500 is big in week stand 
at this house. All due to band. 


Bob Chester, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
$800; 30-44-60-66), with ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ (UA). Although Chester 
has played hotels and parks here, 
he’s looked upon more as a dance 
than a stage attraction, and with 
pretty inadequate screen support will 
be lucky to do $16,500, just fair. 





Ray Noble Can’t Depend 
On Frisco-L.A. Airplanes 


San Francisco, March 10. 

Inability to secure necessary air 
transportation has caused postpone- 
ment of Ray Noble’s third Palace 
hotel engagement until his radio 
program in Hollywood goes off for 
the summer. Paul Baron holds over 
for an added two weeks until Al 
Donohue’s band comes in. 

Bolstering Baron is Paul Sablon, 
in from Florida, who opens tonight 
(10). 


Dunham, Dawn OK 
In N. Eng.; Long, 
Short in Ont. 


(Estimates) 


Bob Chester (Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute, Troy, N. Y., Feb. 








Horace Heidt, San  Francisco/ 27), Chester played to excellent 400 
(Golden Gaie; 2,850; 44-50-65), with | couples at $3.85 pair at Junior Prom; 
‘Obliging Younz Lady’ (RKO).| gross, $1,540. 


Combo pulling $23,500, not compar- 
able to Tommy Dorsey’s great $27,000 
the previous week in this house. 

Woody Herman, Boston (RKO-Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 50-44-56-65-75). Support- 
ing second w2ek of ‘Ride "Em Cow- 
boy’ (U) on screen. Aiming at $22,- 
000, okay. 

Richard Himber, New York (State; 


Sonny Dunham (Raymor-Playmor 
B., Boston, March 6-7). Dunham and 
Kenton paired drew 1,900 Friday, 
2,100 Saturday for big gross of $2,800. 


Jimmy Joy (Cecil theatre, Mason 
| City, Ia, March 5). With good 
| weather Joy drew lowest gate of the- 
| atre’s band policy; $650 at 30c-40c- 
| 56c. 





3,450; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With ‘Re- | 


markable Andrew’ (Par) on screen, 
Jane Pickens, Cliff Nazarro, others, | 
on stage. Lack of strength from the | 
screen holding gross to $20,000, or | 
thereabouts, not so good. 


Ina Ray Hutton, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With! 
Joan Edwards, Hal LeRoy and Jack | 
Haley in person; ‘Lady Has Plans’ 
(Par) on screen. Combination of 
stageshow and picture drew very | 
nice $44,000 on the seven days ended 
last night (Tucs.). Due to prior book- 
ings show could not be held, though 
gross more than justified it. 

Sammy Kaye, Minneapolis (Or-| 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55), with ‘I Wake 
Up Screaming’ (20th). Second visit 
here for Kaye and he’s ace boxoffice 
card. Show also has Sue Ryan, sing- 
ing comedienne. Going to good} 
$16,500. 
Johnny Long, Buffalo (Shea; 3,500; | 
35-55), and Andrews Sisters head- | 
lining and ‘Confirm or Deny’ 





| 
(20th). | 
All-around strong show, topped by | 
harmony trio’s fine draught, getting 
sweet $20,000. 


Chico Marx, Philadelphia (Earle; | in five years and friends and word- | Scranton Manufacturing Co., press- 
| of-mouth made it big. 


2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). 


of acts. Not getting much help from 

screen and grossing so-so $16,000. 
Clyde McCoy, Brooklyn (Strand; 

2,800; 30-40-50-55), plus Mischa Auer 


on stase snl ‘Close Call for Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Biz not good here at 
$7,000. 


Glenn Milier, Washington (Capitol; 


Teamed with | ; ; 
‘Lady for a Night’ (Rep) anda couple | $6.960 derived from 9,600 dancers at |funct U. S. Record discs and is now 
| $1.45 pair over four days. 


| Johnny Long (London Arena, Lon- 


don, Ont., Can., March 4). Long 
drew one of season’s smallest crowds, 
but operator classed it a ‘swell band’ 
too new for his purposes; 1,210 at $1 
advance, 75c door. 

Frankie Masters (Lyric theatre, 
Bridgeport, Conn., March 2-4). Sat- 
isfactory $4,900 at 50c top in three 
days. 

McFarland Twins (Theatre, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., March 4-5). Mc- 
Farland’s drew poor $350 in two 
days at this 1,200-seater. Had good 
weather, too. Band not known in 
these parts. 


Charlie Spivak (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, March 5). Spivak 
clicked strongly here, drawing 2,260 
dancers at $1. One of best of year. 

Dolly Dawn (Shubert theatre, New 
Haven, Conn., March 8). First shot 
here built to approximate 3,500 at- 
tendance at 65c; okay for one day. 

Lawrence Welk (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., March 4-7). 
Third stand in this area for Welk 


Big gross of 


Woody Herman (Memorial Audi- 
torium, Buffalo, Feb. 27). Grossed 
strong $2,194 on crowd of 1,740, of 
which 1,210 paid $1.20 advance and 
| rest shelled out $1.40 at door. 











3,434; 28-39-44-66), with ‘Joe Smith, On the U heat 
American’ (M-G). Miller redhot P 
draw here and accounting for great | " eet 
$30,000. | : : 

Alvino Rey, Newark (Adems: 2.- Vic Grayson into Cascades Room 
000; 25-35-50-60), with ‘Burma Con-| °f Hotel Pick-Ohio, Youngstown. 
voy’ (U) and King Sisters on stage. | ge 5 a 
Orchestra and gal singers seem to be Doc Brown, who formerly man- 
doing all the boxoffice pulling and aged a dance hall at Geeburg, O., 
will be responsible for great $17,000.| 8S opened the Mart Ballroom, 

Jan Savitt, Omaha (Orpheum; 3,-| Youngstown. 


000; 15-40-55) with ‘Appointment for 
Love’ (U). 
Band built from opening day on. 

Ted Weems, Chicago (Oriental; 
3,200; 33-44-55). ‘Tragedy at Mid- 
night’ (Rep) on screen. Weems or- 
chestra solid in Chicago and will 
garner fine $20,000 here. 





Reisman Into Rainbow 


Leo Reisman orcnestra goes into 
the Rainbow Room, New York, 
April 1. It’s his first date there. 
Helen Tamiris, dancer goes in with 
Reisman, and it’s her R. R. baptism, 
too. 
Russ Smith band concludes 10 
straight months at the adjacent 
Rainbow Grill next week (15). 


Will get. good $14,000. | 





Gray Wolf Tavern in Masury, O., 
| Opened recently with Gray Lee and 
his orchestra in the bandshell, fol- 
Iowing renovations. 








George Yakobian, former manager 
| of the Villa, on the Dixie Highway 
near Toledo, O., enlisted in the 
Army. 








Eddie Davis entered his seventh 
|straight year on the bandstand of 
LaRue’s, New York, last week. 





Charlie Barnet has a new trumpet 
section (currently at Boston’s Hotel 
Brunswick), with Irving Berger at 
first trumpet, from Benny Goodman, 
replacing Buddy McGuiness; Charles 

(Continued on page 55) 





Week’s Best Records 


Kay Kyser: ‘Zoot Suit’-‘When 
Roses Bloom Again’ (Col. 36517). 
First, an infectious novelty, is 
top-rate material, well done. 
Solo and trio vocals. 

Glenn Miller: ‘Story of Starry 
Night’-‘Skylark’ (Blue. 11462). 
Unusually pretty ballad, ‘Night’ 
tune sells itself strongly. Ray 
Eberle vocal. 

Bing Crosby: ‘Don’. Want 
Walk Without You’-‘Moonlight 
Cocktails’ Deca. 5184). Crosby’s 
vocal virtually guarantees 
*Walk's’ success. 

Harry James: ‘I Remember 
You’-‘Last Night I Said a Prayer’ 
(Col. 36518). Both sides strong, 
though Helen Forrest's ‘Remem- 
ber’ lyric gives it an edge. 

Frank Sinatra: ‘Night 
Day’-‘Night We Called’ (Blue. 
11463). Standard side makes 
Sinatra’s solo debut an auspi- 
cious one. It’s swell. 

Count Basie: ‘More Than You 
Know’-‘Down for Double’ (Okeh. 
6584). While not too com- 
mercial for machines Lynne 
Sherman's vocal should help sell 
first, a neat entry. 

Shep Fields: ‘Let’s Say Good- 
night’-‘Fire Dance’ (Blue. 11464), 
Fields’s theme, ‘Fire,’ is strong 
demonstration of his new brass- 
less band. 





and 





METRO RECORD 
DEAL STILL 
PENDS ~ 











Though it was reported as having 
gone cold during last week,. Metro’s 
recording company plans are still 
alive, according to David Bernstein, 
vice-president and treasurer of 
Loew’s Inec.,, who describes the 
projects’ position as ‘status quo.’ It’s 
understood that Tommy Dorsey, who 
is to be involved in the new com- 
pany if it’s set up, has set a deadline 
of 10 days hence and if plans don’t 
materialize by then he will re-sign 
his band with RCA-Victor. 

Word from Metro’s coast studios 
Monday (9) stated that everything 
hung on the decision of Bernstein 
and Nicholas M. Schenck, company 
prez, both in New York. Govern- 
ment curtailment of radio and 
phonograph production as of April 
22 has little to do with the delay in 
getting going, according to the same 
sources,- but, conversely, the Gov- 
ernment’s action was supposed to be 
a hindering factor in reports from 
the N. Y. end. 

Eli Oberstein, head of the new 
Ciassic Record Co., is said to have 
the inside track as recording man- 
lager because of his wide experience 
lin the field and his connection with 





|ing plant which turned out his de- 


making his Classic sides. However, 
Scranton plant, already loaded with 


Bands at Hotel B.Q.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) noi rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and. cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 

fF -eddy Martin*... Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50).............. 7 2,100 15,850 
Benny Goodman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....... 21 1,850 40,200 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300; $1-$150).. ........... 6 1,050 5,700 
Lani McIntire..... Lexington (306; 75c-$1.50).......... 4 1,300 6,075 
Jimmy Dorsey.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 4 2,250 9,750 
Vaughn Monroe* Commodore (400; 75c-$1)........ | 1,775 32,600 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band ts the 
major draw. 


Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900, $1-$1.50). Not pulling as anticipated 
and slumped off to just under 900 covers for two nights (Fri. and Sat.). 

Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; $1-$1.50 min.). Big weekend make up 
skimpy biz on other nights; 5,000 payees not too bad consicering rubber 
lack and long jump to this downtown site. 





Chicago 

Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.), 
Foster is catching on nicely; turned in 2,200 in week tough all over town, 

Xavier Cugat (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). In 
eighth week Cugat continued nicely with 3,300 customers. 

Gene Krupa (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1.25-$2.50 min.). In 
first week here Krupa indicated plenty of sock and started well with 3,700. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2). Art Kassel name 
standard here; took down 1,600 patrons. 

Emil Coleman (Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hetel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
One more week for Coleman and Hildegarde. Solid with 2,300 patrons. 





Boston 


Charlie Barnet (Bermuda Terrace, Brunswick Hotel; 550; 55c-$1 cover). 
Carrying along sirong in third week with 2,200 covers mainly on weekend 
when cover is $1. One week to go; John Kirby follows. 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Statler Hotel; 450; $1 cover). Even pace 
with 800 Friday-Saturday. 

Ruby Newman (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Dorothy 
Lewis Ice Show; fine biz for spot with 1,300 covers at $1. 





Minneapolis 


Mel Marvin (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.). Lent 
and generally adverse niterie biz here bringing down totals. Marvin new 
here, but has made very favorable impression. With floor show he fell off 
to approximately 500 customers. 





Oberstein’s and its own line, has a 
limited production capacity and | 


|chines to handle M-G’s line. 
Dorsey’s band cut five tunes at) 
Victor’s Hollywood studios last week, | 
starting rumors that he had taken | 
his outfit back to Victor. However, | 
sides he made were remakes of 
previously cut tunes from his Metro 
film, ‘Ship Ahoy.’ First tries were 
duds he wouldn’t allow released. 


| Bandbooker Bubeck of 


| Philadelphia Jammed Up, 
Morris, MCA Complain 


Philadelphia, March 10. 

Anthony C. Sharkey, State agent- 
in-charge of booking license en- 
forcement here, yesterday (Mon.) 
announced he would refuse to issue 
a new permit to Carl Bubeck, local 
band booker, following complaints 
of alleged money juggling filed by 
MCA and William Morris agencies of 
New York. 

Bubeck, whose office does the 
largest booking of name aggrega- 
tions in the Philly area, was hauled 
on the carpet before Sharkey last 
week and confronted by a commit- 
tee of irate cadets of the Pennsyl- 











| can’t look forward to additional ma- | 








vania Military College, who charged 


Philadelphia 
Henry King (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin Hotel; 590; $1.50-$2 
min.). Wound up successful stay at this spot drawing approximately 1,300 


diners in six days. Pancho’s rhumba 


crew opens today (Wed.). 


Balemewe 


Don Bestor (Charles Room, Belvedere Hotel; 500; $1-$2 min.). 
offset Lenten blues in repeat engagement here. 


covers in second week. 


Helping 
Reaching for nice 2,700 


LOCATION JOBS, NOT IN HOTELS 


(Los Angeles) 


Claude Thornhill (Palladium B, Hollywood, second week). 


Picked up 


slightly despite Tuesday night’s blackout false alarm; count will be slightly 


over 12,000. 


Al Donahue (Trianon N, South Gate, Cal., third week). Only short haul 


on rubber for this clientele; another 
Jack Teagarden (Casa Manana B, 
3,000 to be charged off to the general 
Ozzie Nelson (Florentine Gardens 


with the others and managed just ov 


good 4,000 on the books. 

Culver City, Cal.). Down to around 
slump around town. 

N, Hollywood), Felt the pinch along 
er 4,500. 





(Chicago) 


Orrin Tucker (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). 


Tucker orchestra has been 


doing excellently here; came through again last week with 3,300 patrons. 
Boyd Raeburn (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Willie Shore and Kitty 
Carlisle headlining; business pretty good at 2,600 tabs. 


(Baltimore) 
Dick Rogers (Chanticleer; 400; $1-$1.50-$2 min.). Fared better than last 
week for both dinner and nocturnal response indicating 3,800 covers on the 
week. Del Casino starts today (Wed.). 





they had given him $175 deposit for 
Duke Daly, William Morris-booked 
band for a college dance Feb. 28, and 
who charged Bubeck failed to de- 
liver. At the last minute the cadets 
were forced to hire a makeshift local 
band for their hop. 


The other rap against Bubeck 
came from MCA which claimed it 
never received a $225 deposit, which 
the local percenter was to have 
placed for the hiring of Mitchell 
Ayres’ band for a one-night date for 
the annual prom of Salesianum High 
School, Wilmington, Del. 

Officials of the Musicians Union 
said they were watching closely the 
action taken by the State and may 
also suspend Bubeck’s AFM fran- 
chise, unless he makes restitution. 

Sharkey cleared Joel Charles, as- 
sociated with Bubeck, of any irregu- 
larities. Charles, an ex-bandleader, 
said he would open his own agency. 





Ed Drew, WPRO (Providence) 
musical director, started last Satur- 
day (7) with his band in Town Room 
of Providence-Biltmore Hotel for 
Saturday night dancing, since the 
Garden Restaurant, where George 
Sterney opened Monday (9), has 
been turning them away heavily. 





Band Bookings 


Sonny Dunham, March 14, Man- 
| hattan Center, New York; 15, Stanley 
|Arena, New Britton, Conn; 17; 
| George F. Pavillion, Johnson City, 
|N. Y.; 20, Temple U., Philadelphia; 
21, Convention Hall, Camden, N. J. 
26, Trianon B., Toledo; 27, U. of Lex- 








ington, Lexington, Ky.; 28, Castle 
Farms, Cincinnati; 29, Eagle’s B, 
Milwaukee. 


Stan Kenton, March 26-April 1, 
Central theatre, Passaic, N. J. 

Johnny Long, March 20-26, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland; 27-April 2, Earle 
theatre, Washington. 

Bob Allen, March 19, Flatbush 
theatre, Brooklyn; 27-29, Windsor 
theatre, Bronx. 

Lou Breese, March 15, New Moon 
theatre, Vincennes, Ind.; 17, Walde- 
meer Park, Erie, Pa.; 29, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Lucky Millinder, Manhattan 
Casino, St. Petersburg, Fla.; 13, Sun- 
shine C., Orlando; 15, Harlem Square 
C., Miami; 16, Windsor C., Fort 
Lauderdale; 17, Apollo B., Tampa; 18, 
Aud., Jacksonville; 19, City Aud., 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Glenn Miller lost another round in his battle with General Amusement 
Co. over commission rates. Miller asked that GAC be directed to post a 
bond to insure his collection of disputed commissions in the event that 
he won his case, which is being taken to the AFM’s Executive Board. He 
was turned down, but told that should his point be carried he needn't 
worry about GAC’s returning the money. Miller wants to pay GAC caly 
5% of his earnings es provided in-N. Y. state employmert agency law. 

Leader paid GAC disputed commissions he had withheld while carrying 
his case to the AFM, last Friday. In turn he was paid monies GAC had 
withheld in payment for the leader’s Chesterfield broadcasts. 

At the beginning of a stage show at the Capitol theatre, Washington, 
last week, Miller stepped to the mike and requested patrons to look care- 
fully at those sitting near them. He was looking for a sleeping man. 

After much swiveling of necks and questioning stares he informed his 
audience that he was looking for Chtmnmy MacGregor, his pianist, who 
had gone out front to see the picture and hadn’t returned. Pianist had 
actually gone to a doctor and had been given a bum steer on the ¢‘arting 
time of the show. He walked on when it was half over, 








Bunny Berigan was scheduled for a spot on Eddie Cantor’s NBC ipana- 
Sal Hepatica program last Wednesday (4), but was concelled during dress- 
rehearsal when it was found material on hand ran far beyond the show’s 
30 minutes. Berigan was paid his $250 salary; he was to have gone on 
solo, his band iaying off that evening. 

Trumpeter’s failure to appear on the show brought rumors among 
music men that he had been on bad behaviour. MCA’s Harry Moss 
emphatically denied the reports while explaining Berigan’s absence. 





Dean Hudson’s orchestra has been definitely disbanded. For awhile 
after Hudson was inducted into the Army last month the outfit was kept 
together pending the selection of a substitute, but getting someone ex- 
perienced, it was found, would have been too expensive. Library has 
been stored away for the duration and Hudson will re-form whenever 
he’s able. 

Hudson, whose rea] name is Marion Brown, is at Fort McClellan, An- 
niston, Ala., a first li@utenant. 





Ran Wilde has begun an idea on his remote broadcasts from the Sir 
Francis Drake hotel, San Francisco, that has aroused some interest. He 
is devoting all of his air time to the playing of standard musical comedy 
tunes of the past and present, inserting short highlights concerning the 
history of each tune, its writers, show source, stage personalities of the 
era which originally played and sang the melody, etc. 

So far the sustainer has ridden only NBC time in the Coast area, but 
it's expected to spread. 





Arthur Tracy, the ‘Street Singer,’ now on NBC thrice weekly for Ex- 
Lax, was called into Decca studios in New York last week for a special 
recording session. He made a set of pop melodies current here for Eng- 
lish consumption only. Decca’s English affiliate recorded Tracy while 
the latter was in that country and had nothing new by him, hence the 
hurry-up call to mike Tracy here. English record sales are booming as 
big, if not bigger than U. S. sales. 

Bob Mersey, 22-year-old arranger who left Teddy Powell recently to 
join Jimmy Dorsey, goes back to Powell under a contract he signed last 
week with Consolidated Radio Artists, Powell’s booking agency. CRA 
is guaranteeing Mersey his salary of $125 weekly. | 

Powell recorded yesterday (Tues.) in New York for RCA-Victor’s Blue- 
bird label. 

George Frazier, Boston Herald jazz columnist, will tee off Saturday (14) 
a weekly record program titled afier his column, ‘Sweet and Low Down,’ 
over WEEI, Boston. Interviews with band leaders will be included. For 
his first shot he will have Woody Herman as guest, but the banter will 
be necessarily transcribed for Herman closes RKO-Boston theatre Thurs- 
day to open Friday (13) at Hotel New Yorker. 





Bobby Parks, ex-Cornell, with a snappy sextet, is the new dance combo 
at the Hotel Astor’s (N.Y.) Columbian Room, where Dick Kuhn also holds 
forth in another room, the Broadway Cocktail Lounge. With himself 
saxing at the helm, Parks relies on a Novachord for odd effects, and also 
on a dominant rhythm section for effect. No brass, but string bass, piano, 
violin, traps and two reeds; also doubling two violins plus the Novachord. 

It’s Columbia Pictures shorts department that is filming a two-reeler 
around Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, New York, with Hal McIntyyre’s 
band, not Paramount. Latter was wrongly mentioned as making the film | 
in last week’s ‘Variety.’ 











Frankie Newton’s band from Boston’s Savoy Cafe will provide accom- 
paniment for Libby Holman when she records for Victor. She heard unit 
while playing an engagement at the Hotel Somerset, Boston. Joshua 
White, who taught her to sing ‘blues,’ will act as guitar-accompanist. 


On Fitch Pitch Fields ‘Special Columbia, Okeh 
Forms Orchestra Into | Service for N. Y. Jukes 
Circle Despite Audience) ;..2. appiiance, New York dis- 


tributor of Columbia and Okeh rec- 











Shep Fields tried an unusual set-/| ords, opened its own sales counters 
up of his instruments for his band’s | yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. to service 
Fitch Bandwagon broadcast a week coin machine operators direct. It’s 
ago Sunday (1). Instead of string- 
ing his 10 saxes and four rhythm 
across stage in rows, the conven- | 
tional method, he formed them in a| 
complete circle, with one pickup| themselves with 
eae 3 pag _ ec, pendent, intermediate distributors 

ience to play to, too, an e ar-|.... sin aiaiitin ne. 26e 6 Oee 
rangement surprised them no end. | like Modern Vending, who, 
_ Since broadcasting has become so | cents extra per record, give an op- 
important to the modern orchestra/| erator the advantage of buying all 
‘ . r) 
the ‘balancing’ cf a band for a PrO- | jabels at one counter. Times’ new 
gram, so as to reproduce its music| venture will handle only Columbia 
as accurately as a personal hearing, 
is a constant headache to leaders and Okeh, 
: % iti istri i Mod- 
Some outfits, in studios or on remotes, oe ee oe coon * anuken 
will experiment for ho with vari- | &™ en 
4 psa a - best-sellers and ones 


ous setups and numbers of mikes,|9 current — 
yet never attain a true ‘balance.’ | likely to achieve that rating. Many 


Fields’ circle method has been tried | 0x operators depend on them for 
before, but assertedly never under | Such information. 
the eyes of a studio audience. 


an experiment. Move is unusual be- 
cause heretofore Times and Bruno, 
Victor distributor, have contented 


servicing inde- 








Beatrice Booze, guitarist - blues 

Isabella Barge is the new vocalist | singer, unearthed during a contest 
With Tee Ross orchestra, which | conducted by Lionel Hampton at} 
Played first engagement for Music | Royal theatre, Baltimore, recently, 








Corp. of America in the Hotel Pick-| starts at Cafe Society Downtown, 
Ohio, Youngstown recently. | New York, Friday (13). 


Jivin’ the Stuff 





Midnight to dawn is being re- 
ferred to in many war factories 
as ‘the swing shift’ in deference 
to the use of phonograph records 
played during these hours to 
divert the workers. 

Commonly radio stations in 
areas with all-night production 
have disc jockeys turntabling 
dance music through the wee 
hours, too. 


AFM BEGINNING 
TO LICENSE 
BAND REPS 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
declared last week that the inter- 
national’s new rule compelling band 
managers, personal agents and repre- 
sentatives to obtain AFM _ licenses 
will become effective upon publica- 
tion of the taboo in the union’s house 
organ, The International Musician. 
The latter starts going out in the 
mail at the end of the current week. 
As far as the manager’s compensation 
is concerned, the amount, according 
to the new law, is to: be limited to 
5% of the orchestra’s income from 
engagements providing the sum is 
over and above union scale and 
booking commissions. 

The AFM’s new law on ownership 
of bands is as follows: 

‘Leaders of bands or orchestras 
are prohibited from directly or 
indirectly, through any device or 
method or device whatever, ac- 
quiring any financial interest of 
whole or part ownership in any 
other band or orchestra, pro- 
vided that a leader may wholly, 
but not in part, own any other 
band which accepts or fills en- 
gagements under his own name.’ 
Also becoming effective at the end 

of this week is the AFM’s law con- 
trolling the method of financing 
bands and the operations of ‘pawn- 
brokers’ in the band industry. The 
strictures set up by the union is as 
follows: 

‘To promote his business, a 
leader may borrow money in any 
manner not contraventive of 
Standing Resolution No. 58 or 
any other rule, law or resolution 
of the Federation, but he must 
not make any agreements or ar- 
rangement directly or indirectly 
subjecting him to interest and/or 
bonus of more than 10% per an- 
num, nor more than a total of 
25% of the total sum borrowed 
and which is to be repaid.’ 

Under the foregoing rule a leader 
is barred from paying more than 10% 
interest on money advanced by the 
financier for any one year. If the 
loan is for more than 2% years the 
interest and bonus can’t exceed 25%, 
so that if a loan is for four years the 
financier is banned from receiving 
an average of 614% interest per year. 











WHN, NEW YORK, INTO 


BAND PICK-UP BIZ 


WHN, New York, is laying plans 
to go into the picking up of remote 
orchestra broadcasts wholeheartedly. 
At the moment, the Loew’s Inc., 
owned outlet has.a wire in only one 
spot, the Top Hat, Union City, N. a 
but it is figuring on runmiug lines 
into major hotels and suburban 
danceries that play top bands. 

Station recently boosted its power 
to 50,000 watts. 


Seymour Heller Joins 
GAC as One-Night Aide 


Seymour Heller, recently manager 
of the Ted Fio-Rito orchestra, joined 
General Amusement Co. iast Thhurs- 
day (5) as assistant to one-night 
booker Dick Gabbe. Heller left Fio- 
Rito several months ago and has 
been doing nothing since. 

He was once with MCA’s Cleve- 
land office. 


R. Kemper Builds One 


Ronnie Kemper, former vocalist 
with Horace Heidt and Dick Jurgens, 
signed with the William Morris 
agency’s Hollywood office last week 
to become a bandleader on his own. 
He’s currently building a 12-piece 
outfit and will play piano up front. 

It’s understood he turned down an 
offer to sing with Paul Whiteman 
enroute to his own baton. 





Monthly Releases Instead of Weekly 
Proposed lor Columbia Records 





DECCA KEEPS BOSWELL 


Was Slated for Columbia—Martha 
Raye, Cantor Cut Discs 








Connie Boswell remains with 
Decca Records for another year. 
Singer was on the verge of shifting 
to Columbia Records couple weeks 
ago and even had a recording date 
assigned to her at the latter’s stu- 
dios. However, more. attractive 
Decca terms cancelled the change. 


Martha Raye does her initial sides 
for Decca this week while Eddie 
Cantor recorded for the same com- 
pany yesterday (Tues.), 


Good, But Iffy, Biz 
Outlook for Bands 
Coming Summer 


By BERNIE WOODS 

There’s an optimistic feeling among 
band bookers concerning the com- 
ing summer’s business outlook. Con- 
sensus of opinion is that the season 
will be bigger than ever for all types 
and caliber of orchestras. Few will 
hazard a thought on what’s in store 
for one-night dance promotions, 


which frequently draw from long 
distances, hence are likely tu be hurt 
by rubber restrictions. But that 
amusement parks, theatres and loca- 
tions will be abnormally lively is 
subscribed to unanimously but with 
one big ‘if.’ 

The ‘if? concerns possible bomb- 
ings. Harry Moss, of MCA, for one, 
warns that the rosy picture he has of 
the future will vanish, in his opinion, 
if any bombings of the east coast 
occur. He points out that important 
amusement resorts like Virginia 
Beach, Va. Atlantic City, Asbury 
Park, N. J., Palisades Park, N. J., 
etc., are likely to fold entirely after 
a bombing scare and the spirit-damp- 
ening effect on other jobs would hurt 
immeasurably. However, an exam- 
ple of what resort operators expect 








¥ 


Bridgeport, Conn., March 10. 

Columbia Records is mulling a 
new releasing policy whereby its Co- 
lumbia and Okeh labels will be mar- 
| keted (i. e. released) once a month 
instead of the present once weekly. 
Company officials have had several 
meetings on the subject past two 
weeks, but so far haven't progressed 
beyond the talking stage. 

Company’s idea behind the con- 
templated move is to ease the 
struggle of production, conserve ma- 
terials and help retail dealers. Fre- 
quently the sale of a given week’s 
new discs is cut off by newer re- 
leases that follow too closely. That’s 
particularly true of some best-selling 
bands; both bandleader and manu- 
facturer want to take advantage of 
his popularity and release new discs 
too fast, overiapping the run of pre- 
vious ones, naturally curtailing the 
latter’s sales. 

However, Columbia’s idea includes 
a ‘special release’ clause to cover 
Wanything they think too hot to hold 
for the monthly general shipments. 
In such cases the disc or discs 80 
rated will be marketed as soon as 
possible. 


NEB. BOOKERS 
ESCAPE STATE 
~ CONTROL 


oe 


Lincoln, March 10. 

Omaha orchestra bookers Searl 
Hutton, Howard White, and Vie 
Schroeder came out winners over 
Nebraska commissioner of labor O, 
M. Olsen when an opinion of Attor- 
ney-General Johnson stalled Olsen’s 
try to bring bookers under Nebras- 
ka’s employment agency statute, 
Argument started some months ago, 
when Olsen heard of a catch-as- 
catch-can outfit, which nicked each 
individual in a femme band a per- 
centage of her pay. He immediately 








is clear Steel Pier. Atlantic City, 
last year a weekend stand for bigger 
names this year will buy on a full- 
week basis. 

Booke.s point to the big business | 
done since Jan, 1 in all work grooves | 
| as a basis for crystal-gazing the sum- | 
mer. They admit that some one-| 
nighters have been off, but point to} 
‘Variety’s’ own weekly results to} 
substantiate their assertion that | 
| grosses generally have been up. They 
| also agree that the number of book- 
ings have increased over the com- 
| parable period of last year, indicat- 
| ing newer spots in operation, more} 

theatres swinging over to a one-day} 
band policy, etc. 

As far as confliction between tire 
rationing and one-night ballrooms is 
concerned it’s always been true that | 
many have curtailed operation to one 
or possibly two nights weekly, thes! 
|}Only with big names. When qués- 
| tioned on how he thinks these spots 
will fare one booker cracked that | 
‘dancers will crawl to where a top| 
| band is on exhibition, if there’s 
no other transportation. However. 
|such spots are virtually certain of 
| lower grosses. 
| One of best situated ballrooms in 
the east. in view of the rubber short- 
age, is Andy Perry’s Empire, at Al- 
| lentown, Pa. His spot draws from 
la host of colleges and industrial 
areas around Easton, Allentown, and 
Bethlehem. All three towns are con- | 
jnected by a trolley line—which 
passes ballroom door. Another is 
Totem Pole, Auburndale, Mass., 
owned by the Massachusetts Traction 
Co., and the terminus for trackage 
into Boston. 

An unexpected source of income, 
bookers say, will be from a number 
of colleges, particularly in New Eng- | 
land, which are remaining in session | 
through the summer to speed grad- 
uates for the Army. Cut college 
budgets have hurt recently, but un- 
looked for summer bookings at} 
schools will make up for it. 








Mildred Bailey recorded with Red | 
|Norvo’s band at Columbia Records | 


last week. She got out of a Decca! 
contract on which she recorded solo, | 
just in time to work for Columbia 
with Norvo, who’s her husband. 





| available. 


assumed all agencies operated in the 
same way. 

Attorney general’s opinion was 
that an agency which gets its fee 
from the leader only, and books only 
bands and orchestras, comes under 
the classification of an artists’ rep- 
resentative, which is not covered by 
the Nebraska employment agency 
law Olsen wanted to exercise. 


UNIFORMS FOR DANCE 
ORCHESTRAS A PROBLEM 


Some bandleaders are stocking up 
as much as they dare on new uni- 
forms for their men. Tailors have 
warned them that it won't be long 
until cloth for such use will be un- 
Even now, by Governe- 
ment order, it will be shortly im- 
possible to continue certain styles. 
Accordingly, there are leaders who 
are ordering double sets of every- 
thing they have made. 

However, for some bands that’s 
dangerous. All musicians aren’t of 
the same proportions and with the 








| Army taking men, other leaders 
| constantly on the prow] for replace- 
| ments, such foresight as stocking 


reserves can be a waste of money. 





wren ee Home Town 


London, Ont., March 10. 

Guy Lombardo goes to London, 
Ont., Canada, his home town, April 
30, to play a benefit for the Red 
Cross and British War Relief at the 
Auditorium and repeats the next day 
at Arena, Toronto, Both dates are 
under auspices of Toronto Evening 
Star. It’s Lombardo’s first trip back 
to London in five years. He’s ate 








| cepting expenses only for the two 


days. 

Dates originally were to be played 
April 13-14, but a benefit hop being 
run on the 20th by Toronto Mu- 
sicians’ local prevented. So as not 
to hurt or interfere Lombardo will- 
ingly rescheduled his benefits to 
follow the Musicians’. 
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NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
net works—-NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—W4JZ, 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (March 2-8) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking 








source for the music publishing industry. 











TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
*Deep in Heart of Texas...........: eee eeee ere neeees Melodylane ...... 35 
How About You—7‘Babes on Broadway’...........-. NT i wet a 32 
OE OE a ee So ory ere rer Sere ery TS EMS eee 32 
*Lamp Of Memory...........ssereeesceececerscescee: ae ery ee 31 
Blues in the Night..7‘Blues in Night’...............- NR Re ee 30 
*How Do I Know It’s Real?... .ssesicccrccccsccocces Chappell ......... 30 
Don’t Want Walk Without You—7‘Sweater Girl’...... Paramount ......- 24 
I EUR, Me i. os de Ckb see's sos se pben¥ es a 23 
I'll Pray for You—7*‘What’s Cookin’ yey Pee. e NOE tae 21 
When Rosem Bloom Again... oi... cnc ccecs soscccves Shapiro ........+ 20 
Sing Me Song of the Islands. .¢‘Song of the Islands’. ot, daha aes 16 
Somebody Else Taking My Place............,.. ***Shapiro .......00 1 
I a ge es Ae teeth Uelega eae ease be nn ee A 16 
I ld es waka its $ iste veenet Greene-Revell se 
Happy in Love—t‘Sons 0’ Fun’........eesseeeeeeeeee Ee 15 
Mandy Is TWO, .......cccsccccccccccevcccssececceves I A ne 15 
Wott Made Me LOVE YOU... ccsccccccccdvascccceccces Broadway ....... 15 
Somebody Nobody Loves..............ssceeeeeeecees Robbins ........- 13 
.I’ll Remember April—7‘Ride "Em Cowboy’........... be See 11 
ME tt GE TOUO ogo 0 ok cea iceeincseteviewcceeae eee. x sss0k 0s 11 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’.............-008: Chappell ........ 10 
OS ES ae eters Pere rer rary ny at Pei Salas BY 10 
Me and My Melinda..... Pitas €tami hee Eels aek ea exes See 10 
ee SNUG C0 etd cael awike ante Kes Pa Se ES ee 10 
aaa Fw ei BE BINS go 6 Pv ce nes 60% oeE SS Oe FOS Radiotunes ....... 9 
NE AIR tee ot ng Ok iS wb Awe dens odes 00> Robbins ......... 8 
Always in My Heart..t‘Always in My Heart’......... OE Ee eae 8 
eS Od aah bin Oh bse dots Oats sehen «+++-J. Campbell ..... 8 
NL aE re ea Sh STS © atet's Nees 6 5.0% T. B. Harms ..... 8 
oe OR te aR genie SES tah ye pte Ce Embassy ree ee 8 
Se ek PRU TORTURE oo sv aickice csedoebesdesesees Witmark ........ 8 
IE NG Si a sel ea's aie oo 0.0,p'ea's a bib SARE NAA ae 8 
*All Those Wonderful Years..................0.006: J. Campbell ..... 7 
SD SMEs 6 V5 50 4600 odeieed tba Wene saperesct ER 7 
Arthur Murray Taught Me Dancing. .7‘Fleet’s In’.... Famous .......... 7 
He’s Al in Army...... sate che Bic wi ka ienin at 64 & haben ee ee 7 
3 2 tO ROBE ee eer errr ee rere. nO ae 7 
MN WOE UE CNUNR a sc v5.0 0 op v.00 6049 RENN Soe eee MN bs seeee now de 7 
ay peta baceabeeen ees 7 | 
All Through the Night—7‘All Through Night’,...... E424 a cadaiawe 6 | 
i ee A CLP ..ccccevecece | 
CN tt oS Pies dee ¥ 4 bee 604s 4.06 Saud eee eee a eee re 
I SOR a ig de |S bg giukaidip de kble ww nah BOMDITO esc edschts 6 | 
I, MG oe cals a's eCleto 0 6995 b0 n'eiKis vba 2? UMUONG: 6 ask ca dease 6 
I Remember You—+f‘Fleet’s In’................00000: Pe 6 | 
Someone’s Rockin’ My Dreamboat.................. ABVONCO coc iccece 6 | 
MEU A ss ni CORN chess io Ved dcasseads ivereccdae WHIMASE ou cscce 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo—f‘Sun Valley Serenade’....Feist ............ 
ek oh casinos dsc hopee eh ewesen Shapiro ........ - SI 
ee Cg ose cg vypails ocie'c onus ob O0s 00 00's Mayfair ......... 5 
I Did aid alee Seah ceun os oe vu ébb0es oee te Shuberth ......+¢ 5 
Jealous—t‘Feminine Touch’ .................cceeee- EE Sere subse eo 5 
NS EES ee Oe eee re ee eC or ee 5 
US ahs oR Ecc b cee bcs ape cecccc occ MM wecasdevece 5 

Pe PR, os B 4 atthe $.o-4 08 UKe an bees ts > 06 03 0s 468 eer ee 5 
My: Little Cotusin ..cccccccccceses Lic teunkaoks CL0Rer oS 5 
I a cu ae Ohba te ba F kes dace ep eseeee | a are 5 
Pe ele sks a vas auabee bh-ebae ns (a ar ee 
We Did It Before—t‘Banjo Eyes’.............seee0-- . | ee 5 





* Indicates BMI licensing; ** 


indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 
ASCAP, + Filmusical. 


t Legitimate, 











Stephen Swedish Set 


Milwaukee, March 10. 

Stephen Swedish and his orches- 
tra, who go into the Empire rocem 
of the Hotel Schroeder for three 

weeks starting March 14, have also 

Soon te be races uae , 

on ects tected | been signed for the summer season 
GAMBLERS BLUES, EL cHOcLO,| || &t the Modernistic ballroom in State 
REED RAPTURE, LAMENTO Fair park, opening May 24 and con- 

GITANO, CONCERTO FOR | tinuing through Labor Day. 
DOGHOUSE ————— This will be the band’s fifth year 
in this spot,.where name bands also 
are used from time to time during 
the season. 


coaehdeaniniial 


STAN KENTON 


His Orchestra 

ON TOUR 

Soon to open at Frank Daly’s 
Valley Dale and Meadowbrapk 


and 














General 
Pers. Dir.: 


Amusement Corp. 
Carlos Gastel | 


























On Feb. 16 

WALTER WINCHELL in 800 

Newspapers, said: 

“Get a recording called ‘FIGHTIN’ DOUG 
MacARTHUR’ as done by Lucky Millinder’s 


crew.”’ 


Listen to: 


LUCKY MILLINDER 


AND ORCHESTRA'S 


Salute to Our Gallant General 


“FIGHTIN’ DOUG MacARTHUR” 


BACKED BY 
“We're Gonna Have to Slap the Dirty Little Jap” 
DECCA NO. 4261 








Seek Paying Corn 





Tin Pan Alley is still striv- 
ing for that click sentimental 
war _ ditty. One about the 
baby’s prayer is yet to come 
up, but Jack Meskill and Mur- 
ray Mencher have delivered 
one tagged, ‘A Yankee Mother's 
Prayer.’ 

Harry Tenney is 
lisher. 


the pub- 








APPEAL FROM VERDICT 


FAVORING MARKS, BMI 


ASCAP’s general counsel, Frohlich 
& Schwartz, have taken an appeal 
from the decision which N. Y. su- 
preme court justice Louis A. Valente 
recently handed down in the test 
action brought by’ E.'B. Marks and 
Broadcast Music, Inc., against the 
Society. The Appellate Division has 
been asked td reverse Justice Val- 
ente’s ruling that the case falls 
within the jurisdiction of the state 
and not the Federal court. 

Marks is asking the courts to af- 
firm his contention that when he 
walked out of ASCAP he became 
the sole owner of the performing 
rights and that the writers involved 
had no authority to assign the ad- 
ministration of such rights to 
ASCAP. 








George Gershwin Assn. 
incorporates in N.Y. 


Albany, March 10. 
George Gershwin Benevolent Asso- 
ciation, Inc., has been chartered as 
a non-profit membership corporation. 
Jacob D. Fuchsberg, of New York, 
was filing attorney. 





The association, organized ex- 
clusively for fraternal purposes, will 
have its membersh‘< confined to mu- 
i sicians who have cards in Local 802, 
‘of the AFM. The incorporating di- 


6 | rectors include Samuel F. Wilcomer, 
5 |Max Smolem, Sam F. Brown, Bob 


Silvers, Sam Gould, Al Klein and 


| William Scheffline. 


Prime purpose is to honor the 
name of Gershwin; and it’s done 
with the consent of the composer’s 
estate. 





HOTZ GAINS MEMBERS 


But ASCAP in New York Smiles at 
His Legal Advice 
Lincoln, March 10. 

William Hotz, attorney, has ob- 
tained a number of ballroom-opera- 
tor converts to his Nebraska Music 
Users Association. Membership in 
the NMUA entails a down payment 
of $10. R. R. Livingston, owner of 
the Capitol theatre here and an exhib 
leader, has been urging his fellow 
filmites to stay out of Hotz’ organiza- 
tion, saying that they would be better 
off not becoming entangled with the 
NMUA and that a compromise on the 
anti-ASCAP statute was due shortly. 

Hotz, who recently brought a triple 
damage action in WOW’s, Qmaha, 
behalf, has been advising Nebraska 
music users to perform ASCAP 
music any way they wished and as- 
suring them that they need not fear 
any infringement suits. 











‘Oh, Yeah’ Says ASCAP 

Publisher members of ASCAP de- 
clare that they have compiled con- 
siderable evidence of infringements 
| by Nebraska users and they will be- 
gin filing suits in the local federal 
court as soon as their Nebraska 
counsels have completed the neces- 
sary complaints. Under the copy- 
right law a fine of $250 per infringe- 
ment is made mandatory upon the 
presiding judge. 








Harry James First Col. 
‘Band on Coca-Cola Gala 


Harry James’ orchestra played the 
prize-winning Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight 
Bands’ program Saturday night (6) 
on Mutual, the first Columbia Rec- 
ords orchestra to get the assignment. 
Bank was picked up from Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., where it’s playing, 
which also is a first. While many 
mid-week shots have been band- 
stand pickups, Saturday ones here- 
tofore were done from a studio. ‘I 
Don’t Want to Walk Without You’ 
recording rated James the best- 
seller broadcast. 

Playing at Meadowbrook for the 
first time James broke all attend- 











ance and gross marks there last 


Inside Stuff—Music 


E. B. Marks has served notice on Bregman-Vocco-Conn that unless the 
latter ceases publication immediately of the tune, ‘Sing Me a Song of the 
Island,’ a suit for infringement and unfair competition will follow. Marks 
also wants an accounting on the song. The controversy stems from the 
connection that the two publishing firms have with the 20th Century-Fox 
production, ‘Song of the Islands.’ Marks licensed the producer for the 
title and unlimited sync use of its tune, ‘Song of the Islands,’ while B-V-C 
obtained the publication rights to the remainder of the picture’s score, 
in which ‘Sing Me a Song’ is included. Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
did the B-V-C numbers in the picture. 








A pipe organ manufacturer has taken two contracts for the production 
of wooden ammunition boxes, according to Ray M. Hudson, industrial 
executive of the New England Council, who said the factory was ‘some- 
where in New England.’ 





Mills Music, Inc., has licensed Metro for the use of ‘Me and My Gal’ 
and ‘How’ya Gonna Keep 'Em Down on the Farm’ in the filmusical, ‘Big 
time.’ 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 








‘of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) ; o 
1, Deep Heart Texas (4) Melodylane...... 1 Bing ' Rey. ...+ - Bluebird 


Bing Crosby...........Decca 


2. Blues in Night (9) Remick... Woody Herman. ......Decca 


*eeceeever* ) Cab G@alloway.........Okeh 
3. Moonlight Cocktails (3) Jewel.......... rencralgs sell 2 . mes 
4. I Don’t Want Walk (3) Paramount...... | Youshe Dieares.:. aavaied 
5. String of Pearls (3) Mutual............. Wwoudy ene ee 
6. I Said No (6) Paramount.............++ : tocar COIR hs. vom 
7. Rose O'Day (6) Tobias............00.0+5 , Wooly’ Saamason’ +e 
8. Somebody Else Taking Place (2) Shapiro.. Yoncke three ‘ahaa 
9. White Clifis of Dover (10) Shapiro...... pane omg Sve 
10. On Street of Regret (1) Loeb............ oe ——. Rheag + = 


OTHER FAVORITES 
(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 
You Made Me Love You (22) Broadway.... Harry James. 


Tunes ‘with 


eeee.Columbia 














Dear Mom (Republic)........ssssesesseee: ig Re gga lata so 
Ev'rything I Love (Chappell) ..........005 Seas Seve see wer 
We're Couple in Castle (Famous)........... Saray Me ae " 3 aes Re te 
Someone’s Rockin’ Dreamboat (Advance)... cas ng ROSE aha | 
We Did It Before (Witmark)............06: Stee tecue . Ginehin 
You’re a Sap, Mr, Jap (Mills)..........ee0e. oe se peal pikes ae 
Sometimes (Berlin). cocccccvscssesccvvesses a ee os 
PE SOU CRORE Pv ccvcccccccsses ccecsscces ae tare : x tporte eee 
My Little Cousin (Doraine)..............06 Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
WDE WO FIG CEOOGET sc vc ckccccceecseecsdencs Andrews Sisters...... Decca 
Zoot Suit (Greene-Revel).....ccsscccsceees foe Pig SE Raa gy sno 

+ 

+ 
Vernon Stevens to MCA The Song Everyone Is 


Vernon Stevens, who booked Dave 
Rubinoff’s recent string of concert 
appearances, joins Music Corp of 
America’s Chicago office He'll 
handle concert bookings in the mid- 


west of any artists in that field. 
That includes longhair bookings 
for bandleader Benny Goodman 


WE’LL 
MEET 
AGAIN 


DASH - CONNELLY, Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New York 
SOLLY COHN, Gen. Pro. Mgr. 





Werner R. Heymann is making use 
of Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony as | 
the theme for his score in ‘Highly 
Irregular’ at Columbia. 




















“Champagne Music” 


LAWRENCE WELK 


NOW ON RECORD BREAKING TOUR 


@ Third Successive «. @ Third Successive @ Outstanding 


Engagement Engagement Engagement 
CHICAGO RIVERSIDE STANLEY 
THEATRE MILWAUKEE PITTSBURGH 


OPENING TOWER THEATRE, KANSAS CITY 
WEEK MARCH 20 


Directions FREDERICK BROS. MUSIC CORP., New York, Chicago 


r 








week. He opened Feb. 27. 
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Copyright, 1942, George Goodwin, 
605 RKO Bidg., Radio City, N. Y. 


} Announcing ::° 


TUNE-DEX: 


First and only permanent living index of popular music 


qe 
oper, 





DS wm 


Now you can have...at your finger tips, insfantly ... 
a complete information and musical record of popular songs 
+ 2% as soon as they are pu blished— Imagine having someone lay on your desk... once 


every month ...a fresh set of 100 or more file cards 

—reproducing miniature professional copies of the 

° . ; = choruses of the important new songs of virtually all 

(provided you can meet professional requirements below) red a PiomPenmapedeenstier san yh oem, 
: manent, living, always up-to-date record—on the back 
ae oe STITT of each card—to tell you instantly whether the tune 
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is ASCAP, BMI, etc. (and all other information re- 
quired by new radio rulings)—plus various keys that 
particular song is printed in, for vocals, orks, or 
specials, playing time, arranger’s name, price of music, 
and other special information of help in its per- 
tormance! 
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Such an amazing service—that will help you con- 
stantly to arrange programs, refresh your mit.d with 
appropriate numbers, locate musical arrangements— 
in a fraction of the time you now spend.... 


—Such a service is NOW BEING READIED, with 
the active, enthusiastic cooperation of a long list of 
top-ranking music publishers—for less than you spend 
for newspapers! 
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If you can qualify professionally to receive the con- 
fidential TUNE-DEX Service, it is vitally important 
to reserve a charter subscription AT ONCE—so that 
you may receive the very first Tune-Dex monthly re- 
lease. For Tune-Dex is prepared strictly on order— 
there is no overprint, no chance to catch up later and 
replace the numbers you would otherwise miss. As 
you regularly add new monthly releases (plus thou- 
sands of old favorites which will be available to yearly 
subscribers), it is easy to see how increasingly useful 
your permanent TUNE-DEX reference index becomes 

.. and WHY you will be thankful, as long as you are 
active in music, for making sure your Tune-Dex is 
complete right from the start. And you may do so 
today—without advancing a cent, or even committing 
yourself beyond a modest 3 months’ trial—by filling 
out the reservation form below, and mailing it NOW. 
Send NO money whatever—if your application is ac- 
cepted, you will be billed later at the rate of only 
$5.00 quarterly, or $15.00 for a full year’s service, as 
you prefer. 








Partial List of Leading Publishers 
already cooperating with TUNE-DEX 
Advanced Musie Corp. Music Publishers Holding Co. 

Ager, Yellen & Bornstein New World Music Corp, 


Bregman, Vocco, Conn Peer International 
Olly wood. Broadcast Music, Ine. Paramount Music Corp. 


mee teeee ‘ = 3 ” Embassy Music Corp, Remick Music Corp. 

stot ete l eo aces ~ toe , Famous Music Corp. Santly Joy Select, Inc. 
Att Harms, Inc. Shapiro Bernstein & Co., Ine, 
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Each TUNE- DEX ar IS otete Mayfair Music Co. White Smith Musile Co. 
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La Salle Music Co. Southern Music Corp. 
Edwin H. Morris & Co, United Musie Pub. Co. 
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Lote ee st et stot In addition to the monthly service on NEW song hits, TUNE-DEX 

oO t e ong. att et ete tet eeee 4 also compiles the best popular music ef the past—the old favorites 

of rererrerrerrrr . that will live forever—in the samé compact, convenient, card-index 

Pareto tate te tot ococe olny pl PTTL: form. Details of this service, available ONLY to yearly subscribers, 

od PSP abe at bt ee ee PP . and LIST of the first thousand titles (now ready), will be sent on 
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lishers. Those invited to apply for a charter sub- 
scription include: i—TUNE-DEX is intended for profe onal use 
j ‘ie » . f 1 ¢ me foun selling it will be prose- 
1—Radio stations and advertising agencie s—thelir only, and any ne found re ne peg pI _ 
program directors, ork leaders, vocalists. cuted under the copyright law by t vriz 
owners. 


TUNE-DEX COMPANY (V) 

605 R. K. O. Bldg., Radio City, New York City, N. Y. 
Please enter application for one year charter Subscription 
to TUNE-DEX Service. If accepted, we agree to abide 


by restrictions printed at left, and you may then bill us 
at the rate of 


2—Mechanical reproducing companies—record- 
ing, transcription, picture companies. 2—All rights reserved by the copyright owners, in- 
8—Name band leaders, their vocalists—in radio, cluding the right of arrangement and public 
hotel theatre ‘ performance for profit, when so indicated on 
’ " 
the card 
4—Recognized professionals. as 
5—Music jobbers and wholesalers—one copy only 3—TUNE-DEX Co. can cancel subscription epen 
for their files the complaint of the copyright owners, or when 
“w subscriber is no longer actively important, and 
the unexpired portion of the subscription will be 
refunded 


6—Important club work professionals and or- 
chestras, who have a written letter of ap- 
5 proval by the owner or chief executive ef one me ee 
of the publishers listed above. {—Co-operating publishers in TUNE-DEX can ex- 
Fill out and mail this RESERVATION Form to- clude any compositions which they deem de- 
day. You will be promptly notified if your sub- sirable to exelude. 


TUNE-DEX COMPANY 


4 @ 605 R. K. O. Bldg. Radio City, New York City, N. Y. 
For further details wire, write or phone GEORGE GOODWIN, at CO. 5-9024 


(] $15.00 for full year’s service. [] $5.00 quarterly 
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Treasury Song Books Copyright-Free 


But All Destroyed After Special Dates 








U. S. Treasury Department has ob- 
tained permission for the free use of 
a large group of familiar tunes in 
a songsheet that it is putting out in 
connection with Lucy Monroe's 
countrywide tour through which the 
purchase of war bonds and stamps 
will be stimulated. The Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
cleared the tunes with the individual 
copyright owners 

The Treasury Department has 
agreed to print just enough copies 
for each rally and to collect and 
destroy them at the close of each 
event. Purpose of this precaution 
is to prevent the sheets from becom- 
ing household items and thereby af- 
fecting the sale of piano copies of 
the songs involved. Each batch of 
songsheets will carry the imprint 
of the place and town of the in- 
dividual rally. 








Cy | 


15 Best 





(Week ending March 7) 
Deep Heart Texas. .Melodylane 
White Cliffs Dover....Shapiro 


Blues in Night.......... Remick 
Don’t Want Walk....Paramount 
ee: GEG « cioas iecccacets Tobias 
Shrine of St. Cecelia..... Braun 
Bee WOR ims is tates Santly 
Moonlight Cocktails....... Jewel 


Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
.Feist 
Couple in Castle. -......Famous 
Remember P. Harbor. .Republic 


Dear Mom.............Republic 
Elmer’s Tune.......... Robbins 
We Did It Before...... Witmark 








TONY GALENTO’S TUNE | 


Tony Galento, the former heavy- 


Sam Taylor, songplugger, one 


Sheet Music Sellers 


Revive ‘Japanese Sunset’ 





Philadelphia, March 10. 
Charlie Borrelli, local song 
writer and ad man, has started a 
one-man campaign to get radio 
stations to plug the old-time fave: 
‘Japanese Sunset.’ 


MILD ELECTION 
NOW FORESEEN 
AT ASCAP 


No bitter coniests are anticipated 
in the balloting which is going on 
currently for election to the ASCAP 
board of directors. The ballots are 
due in at the end of next week. 
The terms of the electees start April 
1. Meanwhile the ASCAP member- 
shipwill hold its semi-annual meet- 
ing at the Ritz-Carlton hotel, N. Y., 

















weight pugilist, has placed a song|month married, is going from his 


with Mills Music, Inc. 
The title is ‘Mender of Broken 
Guitars.’ 





honeymoon into the Army, 
just been called, 
| Buddy Morris. 


Taylor is with | 




















3 Outstanding Song 


starring Eleanor Powell, Re 


Virginia 


THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


mmings and Burton Lane 


By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cu 


s from the M-G-M Picture 


“SHIP AHOY” 
d Skelton, Bert Lahr, 


O'Brien and Tommy Dorsey an 


d his Orchestra 


aie |March 27, to hear the results of the 
avin | election and the usual speeches. 


Running against the incumbents, 
John O’Connor, Max Dreyfus, Jack 
Mills and A. Walter Kramer in the 
publisher section of the board, are 
Edwin H. Morris, Sam Fox, Max 
Winkler and Donald Gray. Gene 
Buck and Jerome Kern are up for 
re-election as production writers, 


Bribery Rampant Again—Or Still? 


a EE Re ee pe 


Topic of conversation that agitates publishers whenever they meet 
these days is what they describe as the rampant condition of plug 


payoffs around the industry. All 


voice suspicions and innuendoes 


about the other fellow but despite all the talk either at ASCAP 
committee meetings or across restaurant tables the contactmen’s union 
has yet to receive anything in the nature of a formal complaint. 

One form of bribery that is frequently cited has to do with accept- 
ing manuscripts at huge advances from band leaders when the pub- 
lisher has no intention of ever doing anything with the compositions. 
The head of a major publishing firm during February made two such 


payments, with $500 involved in each instance. 


He brought one of 


these leaders into New York from his stand some 600 miles away, 


paying all his traveling expenses. 


This publisher stated at a pub- 


lishers’ meeting only a couple weeks ago that bribery had become 
general in the business again and that he had decided to do the same 
thing as others and he defjed his competitors to uncover his subter- 


fuges. 








Kaye Sues, In Associated’s Name, To 
Test His Theory Against E.T. Fees 





C. M. Finney, president of Asso- 
ciated Music Publishers, Inc., and 
the Muzak enterprises, disclosed yes- 
terday (Tuesday) that he is starting 
litigation to test the right of copy- 
right owners to coliect more than a 
2c fee on electrical transcriptions. 
He has retained Sidney M. Kaye, 
head of Broadcast Music, Inc., as 
counsel for this suit. Kaye has for 
several years openly contended that 
publishers are not entitled to the 


George W. Meyer, as rep from the 
popular division and Geoffrey O’Hara, 
as delegate from the standard group. 


In nomination against O’Hara are 
Howard Hanson and Albert Stoessel; 
Buck and Kern’s contestants are 
Sam H. Stept, Vernon Duke and Ray 
Henderson, while Meyer's place on 
the board is being sought by Rube 
Bloom, Sammy Lerner and Al Lewis. 

Gray, who is head of the standard 
house, H. W. Gray Co., is the lone 
nominee for Kramer’s seat. The pub- 
lisher nominating committee com- 
mitted the error of designating 

(Continued on page 54) 


ASCAP Settles Arthur 
Schwartz’s Claim for 
‘Delinquent’ Royalties 








ASCAP will not contest the suit 
which Arthur Schwartz, production 





POOR YOU 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg 


LL TAKE TALLULAH 


Lyric by E. Y. Harburg 


AAA Wweweuteevee 


Lyric by Ralph Freed 












HAPPY 


Lyric by Jack Yellen age 
from Olsen and Johnson's “Sons O' Fun 





HARRY LINK, Gon, Prot. mgr. 
[__ NOM MOONEY, ret. ue 


Current His 


THERE WON'T BE A 
SHORTAGE OF LOVE 


By Carmen Lombardo and John Jacob Loeb 


Music by Burton Lane 


Music by Burton Lane 





HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Music by Burton Lane 


From the M-G-M Picture, “Babes On Broadway, 
starring Mickey Rooney an 


d Judy Garland. 


IN LOVE 


Music by Sam E. Fain 
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| penses 


writer, brought against it in the 
N. Y. supreme court several weeks 
ago. The Society has decided, in- 
stead, to work out a financial set- 
tlement with him. In this unprece- 
dented move, as far as ASCAP pol- 
icy is concerned, Schwartz will re- 
ceive around $4,500 which he claims | 
were his legal and accountancy ex- | 
during the two years he} 
sought to get a raise in ASCAP rat- | 
ing. The highest amount that he | 





| might have received if the case went 


| | made retroactive. 
| laws bar such retroactive payments. 


to trial was $8,500. 
Reason that ASCAP officials ad- 
vance for settling Schwartz’s claim 
was that Gene Buck, the president, | 
had assured the composer that his in- | 
crease in classification would be | 
The ASCAP a> | 

| 


Because a commitment had actually | 
pen. made to Schwartz, ASCAP | 
counsel thought it advisable to come | 
to an agreement with the writer | 
rather than let the issue be thrashed | 
| out in the courts. It was also thought | 
that in light of the’press that ASCAP 
received during the fight with radio 
it would %e better to avoid hav ing 
this internal cont) versy aired in 
public | 

The ASCAP board of directors last 
October overruled the decisions of | 
both the writers classification com- 
mittee and writer appeals board and 
granted Schwartz a boost from 
Class A to AA. In January Schwartz 


engaged the law firm of Stimson, 
Roberts & Putnam to file suit. 


Schwartz claimed that the Society 
was derelict in according him his 
proper rating over a period of two 
years and he asked for the difference 
between what he collected and what 
would have been due him if he had 
been put in Class AA in October 
1939, 

The accountancy cost cited by 
Schwartz involved the task of gath- 
ering data for presentation to the 
various ASCAP groups to whom he 
presented his application for promo- 
tion. This data compared the uses 
accumulated by his works as com- 
pared to the performances obtained 
by numerous writers already in 
Class AA, 











| ing rights whenever a manufacturer 


| office stated that it 


master or commercial fees that they 
have been collecting and that com- 
pensation for such licensees should 
not be treated as any different from 
those prevailing for phonograph rec- 
ords. 

Before yielding to Kaye’s quest for 
an indie transcription manufacturer 
who would support a test of his le- 
gal theory, Finney took the precau- 
tion of signaturing a_ three-year 
agreement for the recording use of 
the Warner Bros. music catalggs. In 
the event he lost out on his test 
Finney would still be protected | 
under this contract against any sharp | 
raise jn transcription fees. The deal 
which Finney obtained from Herman | 
Starr, WB music head, is the same | 
which Starr gave NBC’s recording | 
division, namely, a flat annual sum | 
to be paid for 350 compositions. | 

Copyright Statute | 

Kaye stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that the test case is being brought 
to determine whether the price for 
transcriptions should be the same as 
provided for phonograph records 
under Section 1E of the copyright | 





law. He also said that the reason 
transcription manufacturers have | 
been paying more than 2c is be- | 


cause copyright. owners have used 
the device to restrict performances 
on the air, and that this is nov 
barred under the consent decres 
which the Government granted 
ASCAP in 1941. Only reference 
made in the decree to transcriptions 
is in paragraph 5 and this merely 
States that ASCAP ‘shall not re- | 
fuse to offer to license’ the perform- 


or advertiser wants a single record- | 
ing and performing license for his | 
transcriptions. 

Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
publishers in the issuance of tran- | 
scription licenses, was absent from | 
the city yesterday (Tuesday) but his 
welcomed the 
test suit announced by Finney. Also 
that it might as well have the whole 
issue thrashed out in the courts so 
that the copyright owners as well as 
the licensees would know just where 


each stood under the law on this 
long argued principle. 

The group which composes the 
AMP, Muzak Transcriptions, Inc., 
Muzak Corp. and Wire Radio, Inc., 
also announced yesterday (Tuesday) 
that Waddell Catchings has become 
chairman of the board so that he 
could devote himself exclusively to 
matters of development and that 
Finney has been named president of 
each of the five companies and in 
complete charge of all operations. 


BMI’s Picture Tunes 


Hollywood, March 10. 


Harry Engel landed two tunes 
from RKO's ‘Syncopation’ for BMI 
publication. Ditties are ‘American 








Rhapsody’ and ‘Under a Falling 
Star.’ 
Leith Stevens, music director of 


the picture, composed the first and 
collabed with Rich Hall on the 
other. 





Jack Scholl and M. K. Jerome are 
writing four new numbers for “The 
Hard Way’ at Warners in addition to 
a symphonic tone based on tunes 
popular in the early 1930's. 














this Dance 











BROADCAST MUSIC, Ine. 


580 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK CITY 




















Record 
TOMMY TUCKER (Okeh) 6466 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decea) 4105 
MITCHELL AYRES 


and Presents for Your Approval 





CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


Give You Their New No. 1 Song 


STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL 


Recorded by HARRY JAMES on Columbia Records and Many More to Follow 


ed by 


TONY MARTIN (Decea) 41061 
CHARIOTEERS (Okeh) 6509 
(Bluebird) B11292 


the Song That Explains Itself 





























CAPTAIN COLIN P. KELLY, Jr. 


‘A Colorful Patriotic March’ 
Belongs in ALL Orchestra's Books 
Piano Copies Available 


CHAS. GUNTHER, Publisher, 4327 165th St., Flushing, New York 
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Earl Carroll Still at 


Odds with AGVA; 


Calls Union Terms ‘Unreasonable’ 





Earl Carroll and the American 
Guild of Variety Artists came little 
closer to an agreement on Monday 
(8) after the producer spent nearly 
six hours with the union’s national 
board in New York. Several stum- 
bling blocks remain, chief of which 
are the rehearsal pay and eight-out- 
of-10-weeks’ work guarantee clauses. 

AGVA wants half-pay for chor- 
ines and $30 per week for principals 
for rehearsals after one cuffo, or 
‘probation,’ week. Union also asks 
a rehearsal time limit of 10 hours 
in any given day. Carroll offers 
$15 rehearsal pay for chorines for 
the second and subsequent weeks, 
but no pay to principals and no 
limit on rehearsal hours. On the 
work guarantee clause, Carroll said 
no unit producer could possibly do 
that. 

Agreement was worked out on 
most of the other terms, Carroll 
agreeing to $42.50 weekly salary 
minimums to chorines and $60 to 
principals. He also agreed to pro- 
vide first-class transportation and 
berths to chorines and principals 
alike on overnight jumps. 

Carroll Calls Board ‘Petty’ 

Yesterday (Tuesday ) Carroll 
stated it was impossible to agree to 
terms set up by a ‘petty little na- 
tional board which, with only one 
exception, did not know the prob- 
lems of unit producers and per- 
formers.’ In view of being on 
‘AGVA’s unfair list,’ and in view of 
‘AGVA’s failure to exempt the Slate 
Brothers’ unit now at the Flatbush, 
Brooklyn,’ he was cancelling that 
unit’s five or six weeks’ scheduled 
bookings en route back to the Coast 
after next week’s Windsor, Bronx, 
engagement, Carroll said. He also 
stated he would sue AGVA for all 
monies he’s losing by these cancel- 
lations and that the members of the 
eastern unit’s cast would have to 
go to AGVA for transportation back 
to the unit’s point of origin, Holly- 
wood. 

As for the Coast fracas involving 
the Dr. Rockwell unit, which has 
been tied up by AGVA, Carroll 
stated he would permit arbitration 
instituted by his rep, Herman D. 
Hover, there. Carroll stated that he 
came east to try to straighten out 
the situation directly with AGVA, 
but found its terms both ‘unreason- 
able and amplified.’ 

AGVA, on the other hand, states 
that it has specifically exempted the 
eastern unit. Slate Brothers’ unit 
is booked to play a split week in 


Akron and Youngstown starting 
March 20, and Lawrence Golde 
(Eddie Sherman), booker, stated | 


late yesterday (Tuesday) that Car- | 


roll had not cancelled the dates. 





Too Many Strandings, 
Chicago AGVA Demands 


Bonds on Actor Wages 


Chicago, March 10. 

Agents, bookers and producers 
who produce units or book nite 
clubs in or out of Chicago will be 
required to post a bond guarantee- 
ing performers’ salaries, according 
to a ruling issued here last wéek by 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. This ruling follows a flock 


of strandings and non-payments 
during recent weeks in this terri- | 
tory. 

Bonds have regularly been de- 
manded by other show business | 
unions, notably the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, Actors Equity 
and the International Alliance of 


Theatrical Stage Employees. 


LARRY ALLEN TO REP 
NEW NCAC FOR FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 10. 
Larry Alien, Consolidated Radio 
Artists’ rep here, will add letters 
‘NCAC’ to his door this week. Takes 
over National Concert & Artists 
Corp. franchise for this week. Alex- 
ander F. Hoss, formerly NBC Artists 
Service here, will move in with Allen 
to take charge of the department. 
Allen also working on a Coast ra- 
dio deal for Alexander Dreier, UP 
and NBC correspondent late of the 
Berlin beat. 





+ 





Jackie Heller Booked 
For 3 Nitery Dates 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Little Jackie Heller, vaude. and 
radio singer who owns and operates 
one of Pittsburgh’s top niteries, the 
Yacht Club, with his brother, Sol 
Heller, has left town for engage- 
ments in at least three other cities. 
Opened two-week stay Friday (6) at 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, and from 
there goes to Club Charles, Balti- 
more, and then to Tic Toc Club, 
Montreal, for his second booking 
there in three months, 

Heller, who stars at Yacht Club 
whenever he’s home as well as act- 
ing as official host, came in off the 
road a month ago to give his spot 
here a shot in the arm when. biz 
flagged a bit. He waited until things 
were rolling again before pulling out. 


Mpls. Does 1146 
For 1 Wk.s Biz, 
Tops Since 28 


Minneapolis, March 10. 

Despite the fact that it’s Lent, last 
week in the loop was biggest in 
aggregate amusement takings since 
1928 boom times. 

The approximate $114,000 total in- 
cluded the $45,000 Shriners’ indoor 
circus haul at the Auditorium, a 
record high for the show and more 
than 25% in excess of last season’s 
figures. The Orpheum, with Jan 
Savitt’s band heading a stage show, 
chalked up $17,000 and the legit ver- 
sion of ‘The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ at the State, came through with 
$10,500. The Hirsch-Katz Alvin thea- 
tre burlesque, with Margie Hart as 
guest star, soared to $6,500. Other 
houses accounted for the remaining 
$35,000, 


Current at the Arena, the ‘Ice 
Follies of 1942’ is doing big biz. One 
picture, ‘How Green Was My Valley,’ 
is in its fourth tremendous. down- 
town week, and ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ in its second. 

The boxoffice showings are con- 
sidered all the more remarkable in 
view of the fact that the city is not 
so well situated as regards war in- 
dustries and has been somewhat de- 
| populated by draft, enlistments and 
la shift of population to greater in- 
dustrial centers. 


Sherman in N.Y. to Set 
A-C Bookings for US. 


Eddie leading 
vaude booker and now also oper- 
ating a Coast agency, trained into 
New York Monday (9) for a two- 


week stay. 




















Sherman, indie 





| While here he’ll line up the the- 

atre tour which Abbott and Costello 
| will make for the sole purpose of 
lraising around $350,000 to buy a 
bomber. Team is currently in work 
| at Universal in ‘Pardon My Sarong.’ 


Sherman’s N. Y. office this week 
starts booking the Strand, Syracuse, 
three-day stand formerly booked by 
Al & Belle Dow. Sherman’s open- 
ing show, starting Friday (13), has 
Barney Rapp’s orch and Mischa 
Auer. 





Joy Rogers’ Hotel Dates, 
Chicago, March 10. 

Joy Rogers, chanteuse, set into the 
Nicollet hotel, Minneapolis, for four 
weeks starting March 27. Follows 
that with 12 weeks of niteries in the 
DeWitt hotel chain. 

Placed through the Music Corp. of 
America. 





From M. C, to Looey 
Fort Worth, Texas, March 10. 
Ted Adair, m.c. at the Clover Club, 
joins the Army Air Corps as a lieu- 
tenant March 22. 




















It’s ‘Connee’ Now 





Connie Boswell has changed 
the spelling of her first name 
from the above to Connee. 
Switch forced the Paramount 
theatre, New York, to make cor- 
rections in its ads-and in lobby 
display billing. 

She opens there today (Wed.) 
with Les Brown’s orchestra and 
Jimmy Dorsey-Dorothy Lamour 
film ‘The Fleet’s In.’ 


‘Skating Vanities’ H.0. 
In Louisville, 306 Wk.; 
‘Ice Follies’ 736, Buff 


Louisville, March 10. 
Former ‘Roller Follies of 1942,’ re- 
named ‘Skating Vanities,” finished a 











- week’s engagement at the Jefferson 


County Armory Sunday (8), and re- 
sponse was so terrific that Harold 
Steenman decided to hold the show 
over this week for a couple of days. 
Revue was originally scheduled to 
close Sunday. “ 

‘Vanities’ played the local Armory 
at $1.20 top, including tax. Price 
was strong factor in the bumper 
biz, as patrons in this town are ac- 
customed to prices in line with those 
charged at film houses. Estimated 
gross on the first seven days ending 
Sunday (8) indicates smash take of 
$30,000. 

This is first revue of the type to 
play the town, although an ice show 
played the same spot couple years 
ago. Ads stressed that it was a 
musical show and revue, rather than 
a roller derby. Town has had an an- 
nual roller derby at the Armory 
promoted by Leo Selzer, and em- 
phasis was placed strongly that this 
was not a Roller Derby event, but 
a roller skating, musical production. 
Some patrons were evidently con- 
fused on just what type of show to 
expect, 





‘Ice Follies’ $73,000 in Buff 
Buffalo, March 10, 
‘Ice Follies’ in sfx performances 
at the Municipal Auditorium at $2.75 
top last week showed to better than 
50,000 people for a fine tally of over 
$73,000. 





‘ice-Capades’ 55G 
Philadelphia, March 10. 

‘Ice-Capades of 1942,’ which, ended 
a nire-day run at the West Philly 
Arena, last week, grossed $55,000, 
playing to approximately 40,000 cus- 
tomers. Take was considered good, 
but was hurt by the fact that it fol- 
lowed ‘Ice Follies’ by less than a 
month. 

‘Roller Vanities of 1942,’ roller- 
skating revue, opens at the Arena 
March 23. 


OHIO NITERIES OFF UP 





TO 607 DUE TO DRAFT! 





Youngstown, O., March 10. 

Night clubs in this highly indus- 
trialized area are suffering from a 
large decline in business. Some re- 
port their volume is off 50 to 60% 
from before-the-war levels, ehiefly 
due to the draft. 

Contrary to expectations, the 
greatly increased earnings of work- 
ers in the steel plants and other de- 
fense industries have not helped to 


any appreciable extent to overcome 
the loss of customers. 


Downey Heads New AGVA Group 
To Probe Griffin's Part in Brawl 





U.S. Blessing Stays 


Dallas, March 10. 

The State Fair of Texas—amuse- 
ments and all—will go on this fall as 
usual despite the war, it’s been an- 
nounced. This was decided (1) when 
the War Department said the Fair 
grounds and buildings would not be 
needed this year for military pur- 
poses, and (2) when Secretary of 
Agriculture Claude R. Wickard gave 
his blessing to fairs and expositions 
that have branches boosting livestock 
and agricultural industries. 


This means the Fair will have an 
auditorium attraction—it was Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ last year—mid- 
way carnival entertainment, an ice 
show and a name band and floor 
show at Cafe Esplanade. 


LaGuardia Turns 
Deaf Ear to Ernst 
Appeal for Burley 


Morris L. Ernst, attorney for the 
Gaiety burlesque theatre, New 
York, emerged from an hour-long 
discussion with Mayor LaGuardia 


yesterday (Tuesday) on the bur- 
lesque situation convinced that he 
would be obliged to appeal to the 
courts for relief from the municipal 
regulation whereby burlesque op- 
erators have been refused license 
renewals without a hearing. 


Ernst stated yesterday that he 
asked the Mayor how far he in- 
tendea to go with his ‘one-man cen- 
sorship’ and that no satisfactory re- 
ply was forthcoming. As a result 
Ernst said that he would apply for 
a writ of mandamus in Supreme 
Court today (Wednesday). Legal 
action which Ernst intended to take 
last week has been postponed while 
a possibility remained that some 
compromise between the License 
Commissioner’s office and the burley 
operators could be effected. 


Ernst has glso written to WNYC, 
municipally-owned radio _ station, 
asking for time to answer the 
Mayor’s attacks on burlesque. Ernst 
said that the station should pro- 
vide him with an opportunity to 
answer the chief magistrate, who 
had so far has had exclusive use of 
station facilities in explaining his 
views on burlesque. 

Independent Theatre Owners of 
New York, among other show biz 
organizations, have made official 
protest against the action of the Li- 
cense Commissioner in ref #'~g bur- 
ley operators license renewals. 











Cafe Op Held In Slaying 


Albany, Ga., March 10. 
Floyd Williams, night club oper- 
ator, has been jail in investiga- 
tion of knife death of Joseph W. 
Zafara, an employee. 





Sheriff Robert Troy geaid he was 
informed the two fought following 
an argument outeide the elub. 





Cafe Turns Playing Boston Waxed 
For Shortwaving to US. Troops 





Boston, March 10. 

WRUL, local shortwave station, 
new steps into Boston night clubs 
for talent. Acts are transcribed on 
wax and broadcast on Saturday 
mornings to the United Nations’ 
armed forces around the world. 
Platters are first inspected by local 
army officials. 

Stunt was started by George 
Clarke, Boston Record columnist, 
with assistance of Betty McDonald 
of army press relations department. 

First program was from Mayfair 
with Ranny Weeks, Julia Barbour, 
Hum and Strum, and others. Fur- 
ther artists will be drawn from lo- 
cal theatres to enhance the club of- 
ferings. 


+ 





WLS Talent Booked 
Into 116 Fair Dates 


Chicago, March 10. 

WLS talent units have been set 
for appearances in some 116 fair 
dates for the coming season so far. 
Last season WLS units were booked 
into 209 fairs and celebrations. 

Makeup of the units include 
standard WLS names as Lulu Belle 
and Scotty, Joe Kelly, Joe Parsons, 
Prairie Ramblers, Red Foley and 
Little Genevieve. 





N. C, Nitery Burns 
Reidsville, N. C., March 10. 
Dutch Windmill burned recently, 
with $80,000 loss. 
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Texas Fair This Year) 








Gerald Griffin, executive secretary 

of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, is to be reinvestigated by a 
new AGVA committee for his part 
in a brawl last fall in Tommy Dor- 
sey’s N. Y. music publishing offices. 
AGVA’s national board, in a meeting 
that lasted into Monday night (9), 
decided it could not act on the 
skimpy and indecisive report ten- 
dered by the former investigating 
body. A resolution to dissolve the 
old committee and form a new one 
was made and passed. 
_ New committee will be headed by 
Morton Downey, AGVA’s national 
president. Others will be Paul 
Draper, newly elected’ to the national 
board to fill the vacancy left by the 
resignation of Henry Dunn; Ben 
Haskell and Dave Fox. Former com- 
mittee was chairmanned by Dunn 
and included Walter Greaza, assist- 
ant executive secretary of Equity; 
Mrs. Florence Marston, eastern rep. 
for Screen Actors Guild, and Joe 
Smith (and Dale), member of 
AGVA’s board. 

Entire report appeared to rest on 
the testimony that Dunn allegedly 
gathered from eye-witnesses to the 
brawl, in which Griffin allegedly 
fired impolitic political insults. 
Dunn, who recently tendered his res- 
ignation as AGVA’s national treas- 
urer and national board member, 
sent up from Florida a brief note in 
which he observed that all the par- 
ties involved in the fight had evi- 
dently been drinking. That’s all the 
testimony he could offer; nor did he 
offer a decision, leaving that, in fact, 
to the national board. Greaza and 
Mrs. Marston stated they couldn’t, in 
view of Dunn’s statement, make a 
proper report. Smith was not pres- 
ent at the meeting. 

Danny Fitz, of Boston, then pro- 
posed that Griffin be placed ‘on trial’ 
by the board as a member and as 
provided by AGVA’s constitution. It 
was pointed out to him, however, 
that Griffin is standing fire as a paid 
employee in this instance rather than 
as a member, so Fitz deferred to the 
resolution by Dave Fox that the for- 
mer investigating committee be dis- 
solved. 

New probers were instructed to 
file their report within two weeks, 
with the report then mailed to all 
national board members, who will 
vote on the matter no later than two 
weeks thereafter. Thus a decision on 
le affaire Griffin remains in abey- 
ance for at least another month. 

The national board, in accepting 
Dunn’s iatest of two resignations, 
elected Draper to fill only his board 
position. The post of national treas- 
urer is still open. 





Adequate Parking Must 
Be Provided by Niteries, 
Solons Rule in Michigan 


Detroit, March 19. 

Taverns and roadhouses through- 
out Michigan now are going to have 
to follow a standard pattern on park- 
ing lots. 

Following a conference of the 
Liquor Control Commission, State 
Police and State Highway Depart- 
ment, all niteries on main highways 





will have to provide adequate park- 
ing lots at a safe distance from the 
roadway. The ruling has been passed 
along by the comrnission to all liquor 
licensees. It probably will shutter 
numerous spots near the cities until 
their owners can provide the ap- 
proved lots. 

Fault was that most roadhouse pa- 
trons were using angle parking on 
the highway shoulders in front of 
the spots. Numerous accidents were 
resulting as these cars backed out 
into the highways, with the State 
Police’ estimating that there was an 
average of one fatality to every five 
such accidents. The plan is believed 
to be a part of the same sharp po- 
licing of all amusement places in 
major defense centers, evinced here 
earlier when the commission ordered 
a cleanup of all floor shows. 





Richman Into S. F. Bal 


San Francisco, March 10. 
Harry Richman goes into the Bal 
Tabarin April 16. 
Booked via Herman Stein, head of 
MCA office herve. 
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Name Bands, B’ Pix Held Responsible 
For Spiffy Biz at Palace, Cleveland 


Cleveland, March 10. 

War conditions and the escapist 
tastes of Cleveland’s population of 
1,500,000 are spotting the RKO Pal- 
ace on the map again as one of the 
few midwest deluxers that is con- 
sistently making a vaudfilm policy 
pay dividends. 

For the last three months, accord- 
ing to a survey of gross figures, the 
3,700-seated house steadily averaged 
better than $20,000 per week, despite 
Pearl Harbor, the Xmas holidays and 
the Lenten slump. That’s nearly a 
30% jump over last year’s business, 
surpassing every local theatre with 
straight picturts, although the Pal- 
ace’s film product is not as strong as 
that of other downtown chain houses. 

How does it do it? That question 
is answered by name band music 
merged with heavy doses of celluloid 
corn. 

Although hot swing bands were 
almost b.o. poison here a season Oi 
so ago, Clem Pope, new RKO di- 
vision manager, has found a bonanza 
in them in these times, when purely 
entertaining music-and-action bills 
are being given the biggest play by 
defense workers in Cleveland's too- 
making and airplane factories. 

Pope claims it’s simply a natural 
war reaction by factory workers who 
demand something light to loosen 
their war-taut nerves and break up 
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the heavy seven-work-days-per-week 
routine. That is why 15 of the 28 
stage attractions he penciled in so far 
this season have been jiving orches- 
tras, coupled with slapstick farces 
or non-propaganda thrillers on 
screen. Bands have been such heavy 
grossers here that most of them hy- 
poed low-B films into Grade A finan- 
cial ratings. Top pullers have been 
Glenn Miller, Woody Herman, Cab 
Calloway and Artie Shaw, who set a 
pace that hasn't fallen down even in 
Lent. 

While the tire and auto shortage is 
sharply felt by some businesses, it 
isn't making any visible inroads into 
theatre. attendances in Cleveland. 
Street car and bus companies report 
that their transportation systems are 
being overtaxed by new riders, who 
leave their autos home during week- 


days. Parking lots in theatrical sec- 
tor are still jammed as much as ever 
with private cars on Friday, Satur- 


days and Sundays, which have be- 
come gold-mining days for local 
theatres. 





Bands Are the Thing 


Milwaukee, March 10. 

Ed J. Weisfeldt, manager of the 
Riverside theatre, after demonstra- 
ting repeatedly that bands are the 
one thing audiences at the town’s 
only vaudfilmer will go for, it cur- 
rently playing Griff Williams, with 
six additional name outfits set to 
follow. They are Frankie Masters, 
Count Basie, Art Kassel, Dick Jurg- 
ens, Jan Garber and Sammy Kaye. 
| He's angling for more. 
| House is unable to get top picture 
|product and the bands get all the 
|credit for bringing in grosses, run- 
|ning as a rule from $12,000 to $15,- 
000. 








2 Cafes Damaged by 
| Adjacent 466 Fire 


| 
| 





Cleveland, March 10. 

| A six-hour fire that gutted a 
| bowling alley and a garage in an 
| adjoining building, causing $46,000 
| loss, also damaged two night clubs 
and a theatrical restaurant next door 
| last week. 
Swank Gourmet Club was given 
jan unexpected bath by firemen’s 
| hoses when water leaked through 
| the roof and ruined its walls, be- 
sides smoking up all its fixtures. 

The Cow-Shed Club, owned by the 
| Leitson Bros., is also being forced 
| to have its water-soaked ceiling re- 
placed. Joe Schulman’s Hickory 
Grill, a hangout for theatrical folk, 
escaped with the least amount of 
| damage. Only its walls were faintly 
| smudged by the smoke. 





Paul Regan’s second option has 
been picked up by the 365 Club, San 
Francisco, effective March 12, as- 
suring the mimic a minimum of nine 

| weeks. 
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TRELON, PITT, REOPENS 
FOLLOWING 106 FIRE 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 

Trelon Cafe, one of two Pittsburgh 
night spots hit by fire several months 
ago, reopened last week with Billy 
Yates orch. Yates has cut his 10- 
piece band, which for the past sev- 
eral months has been barnstorming 
through tri-state area, down to four 
men for the engagement. Trelon, 
which suffered $10,000 loss, none of 
it covered by insurance, has been 
completely remodeled since the 
blaze. 

Other local nitery, New Penn, was 
entirely demolished, loss reaching 
nearly $100,000, and owner, Lou Pas- 
sarello, so far has no plans for re- 
building. 


FERRY CLOSES 
MONTE CARLO 


Felix (Fefe) Ferry folded his 
Monte Carlo, class East 54th street 
(N.Y.) nitery, on Saturday night (6) 
following an avalanche of bad pub- 
licity stemming from the sizeable 
number of tabs left by prominents. 
First reported in ‘Variety,’ the 
dailies picked it up and made exag- 
gerated capital of the cuffo trade 
because they were big names and 
some of the tabs were for ridicu- 
lously odd amounts, such as John 
Barrymore, $116; Phil Baker, $14: 
Errol Flynn, $18; Mrs. W. R. Hearst, 
$11; James A. Farley, $28, etc. 

Gene Cavallero, proprietor of the 
exclusive Colony restaurant, was 
Ferry’s biggest backer, but is now 
out. Ferry figures he'll have a better 
chance of reopening in April, with 
some new policy, than struggling 
along as he had been since the 
notoriety on the bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings, which listed $130,876 in 
debts and $111,932 in assets. 

Bill Robinson was the finale head- 
liner, and his draw was poor, chiefly 
ascribed to public doubt whether the 
place was operating. Sonny Kendis’ 
band, due to bow into the Monte 











Carlo tonight (Wednesday), suc- 
ceeding Ted Straeter aryi Bob 
Knight, is being deferred. Knight, 
meantime, has become the new 


eocktail dansant band at Sherman 
Billingsley’s Stork Club. 

Ferry has in mind a reprise of the 
burlesque strippery show he did 
well with last year; or names such 
as George Jessel, who was a more 
recent click, but not enough to stem 
off the clamoring creditors. 

Ferry, who blames the costly 
kitchen, will eschew the food and 
confine himself strictly to supper 
club patronage. Cavallero, in turn, 
prided himself on the Monte Carlo's 


cuisine and blamed the costly bands, 
acts, etc. 


known as the Monte Carlo Beach, 
which may be revived again for sup- 
per operation, it being more condu- 
cive to hot-weather service. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., March 10. 

Harry Martin flashing good re- 
ports. Ditto for Harry Clifton. 

Helen O'Reilly, weekending in 
New York, helloed relatives there, 
then back to the actors colony. 

Richard ‘Dickie’ Moore knocked 
out the grippe but still bedding it at 
his 33 Bloomingdale avenue cot- 
tage. He was formerly of Killian 
and Moore ; 
Paul Sorkin, who made it here at 


both the men and women. 

After a few checkups, Stanley 
Rausch will be on his way home. 
He’s an outstanding comeback of the 
season. 

After three years away from the 
colony, William Headley (Meadley 
& Quinn) also a former theaire man- 
ager here, was in for a_ general 
checkup. Then back to Wilmington 
and work. 

Jimmy Marshall, who for the past 
two years ozoned in Gabriel, N. Y., fs 
now taking the air routine at the 
Hotel Alpine actors colony. 

Bobby Graham, ex-theatre column- 
ist of the old New York Sunday Tele- 
graph and the Toronto Star, in circu- 
lation after many setbacks. Would 
like to hear from friends at 286 
Dundas Crescent, Toronto. 

Ben Merrick, ex-musician, back to 
the colony after Miami sunshine. He 
will remain here now. 





Write to those who are ill. 


The m.c. has an adjacent annex | 


the Wil! Rogers, shot in from the 
big town and left with a mess of 
okays. - 

The Will Rogers handing out prizes | 
at its knitting tournaments. Bob 
Cosgrove and John Eaton topping 


bers of Congress who are giving 
their voices to their country on sal- 
ary. But the many demands on the 
time, energy and skill of actors are 
enormous and exhausting just now. 
In a recent hasty survey of the cur- 
rent benefit and personal appearance 
industry, this department discovers 
Eddie Cantor and George Jessel are 
appearing free on an average of 
seven times a week for patriotic 
causes. Gertrude Lawrence and 
Jane Cowl are up to their eyebrows 
in benefits, radio broadcasts and 
work for the American Theatre 
Wing, and Danny Kaye appears by 
request about five times a week. 
Bert Lytell, president of Actors 
Equity, is now devoting all his time 
to the war work of actors and has 
recently been given a drawing ac- 
count from Equity so that he can 
keep on living. Actors all over the 
country helped to give the recent 
infantile paralysis drive the patriotic 
fervor that distinguished it. No one 
can estimate the value of what they 
contributed in the exalting radio pro- 
gram on the Bill of Rights day. 
They are only too glad to find them- 
selves needed in a time of national 
emergency. But they find it hard 
to understand why Congress has such 
a low opinion of their talents. Could 
it be bécause there are so many bad 
actors in the Capitol? 

‘But some of our leading actors 
have been busy for a long time re- 
minding Americans of their spiritual 
inheritance, engendering love for the 


issues of the day. As far back as 
1934 Philip Merivale, in Maxwell 
Anderson’s ‘Valley Forge,’ was giv- 
ing us a vivid and memorable idea 
of the original cost of our liber- 
ties. 
‘Influences on Thought’ 

‘Raymond Massey's portrait of 

Abraham Lincoln in Sherwood’s 





drama in the autumn of 1939 did 
|more for the country than Con- 
| gress’: Neutrality Act, passed by 


|joint resolution at the same time. 


|For nearly two years Alfred Lunt 
| and Lynn Fontanne carried Sher- 
| wood’s “There Shall Be No Night’ 
jaround America and spoke every 
day an inspiring salute to ‘man’s 
unconquerable aspiration to dignity 
and freedom and purity in the sight 
of God.’ Last year some American 
|}and foreign actors gave us a horri- 
\fying glimpse of the cold brutality 
|of the Nazi mind in Elmer Rice’s 
‘Flight to the West.’ Paul Lukas, a 
Hungarian, and Mady Christians, a 
German, are at this moment con- 
tributing to an understanding of the 
full depravity of the Fascist menace 
in Lillian Heliman’s ‘Watch on the 
Rhine.’ 

‘Helen Hayes is helping to explain 
the monstrousness of Nazi conquest 
in Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Candle in 
the Wind,’ which is now touring the 
icountry. In the ordinary course of 
events, the Lord knows, we get 
plenty of fultile and inconsequential 
plays. But this sketch of recent the- 
latrical history proves that actors 
| have consistently taken advantage of 
levery occasion to arouse Americans 
|to a love of American ideals and a 
| knowledge of what faces them now. 
No one can measure the depth or 
breadth of the influence they have 
had, but every one knows that the 
influence kas been intelligent and 
invariably high-minded. Can Con- 
gress say as much? 

‘If actors want to help the coun- 
try,’ some peevish congressman said 
during the late hostilities, ‘let them 











| 
| 


|grab a gun.’ Nearly three hundred 
members of Actors Equity are al- 
|ready in the armed forces of the 


|country and more than 250 of the 
Screen Actors Guild. The public 
| knows of the stars who are in serv- 
|ice, but naturally it does not know 
of thre more obscure men who are 
also in the ranks. Moreover, this 
department has been told by people 
|in the Army that actors make good 
soldiers. They are used to training 
and discipline. They are likely to 
qualify in drill more rapidly than 
most green soldiers, for they are 
physically coordinated by training 
for the stage and they are mentally 
alert. Many of them are helping to 
improvise entertainment in the 
camps, but most of them are work- 
ing at soldiering and sailoring in 
line of duty like every one else. Any 
good trouper has learned the first 
lesson of being a useful member of 
a working organization. 
Money Contributions. 

‘Although Hollywood is rich, the 
professional theatre is poor. But 
since Pearl Harbor it has shaken 
about $44,000 out of its own pockets 
for war relief for the American 
Theatre Wing, which came into ex- 








country and portraying the grave 





Critic Raps Congressmen 


Continued from page I= 


istence two years ago, when Con- 
gress was wrangling and stalling. 
Actors are the most conspicuous 
members of the theatrical profes- 
sion. In Hollywcod and in New 
York they are in such constant de- 
mand for war work on stage, screen 
and radio that it has become neces- 
sary to establish a co-ordinating 
committee to investigate requests, 
many of which are not legitimate, 
and to distribute the burden as 
widely as possible. Although Con- 
gress may not have heard of it, the 
country is using them freely as 
agents of good-will.’ 


. 





Mickey Alpert, currently at Bos- 
ton’s Cocoanut Grove, lost his entire 
brass section: Joe Conne joined Gene 
Krupa on trombone; Hy Cohen, first 
trumpet, to Army, while Charlie 
Whittemore laid aside his trumpet 
because he felt there was more 
money in defense work. Alpert 


gave them a farewell party and is 
laboring with temporary 
ments. 


replace- 























HUTTON 


And Her Great New Orchestra 
Currently Headlining 
PARAMOUNT, New York 
STANLEY, PITT 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 18, 


First time for Ina Ray Hutton 
around here in a couple of years, 
and there’ve been some changes 
made... .She’s batoning an all-male 
orch now instead of a femme crew 
and it’s all for the better, too. Gal, 
up there in front in a slinky, silver 
evening gown; fairly drips s.a. and 
keeps that body weaving rhythmic- 
ally enough to satisfy the most ar- 
dent devotee of the figure terrific. 

Currently, she’s got an okay outfit. 
... Layout... is pretty solid and 
the lady’s boys play a lot of music. 
Arrangements are big-time and with 








the visual aspects looked after more 


than adequately by the maestress, 
the audible ones are on a par. 
Cohn. 


March 20, Earle, Phila. 
March 27, RKO, Boston 
April 3, 20th Century, Buffalo 
April 17, Palace, Cleveland 


*—-Latest ELITE Records—* 
You Made Me Love You 


Everything |! Love 
6008 
A Sinner Kissed An Angel 
Madelaine 
al 5007 











Personal Management 
CHARLES V. YATES 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 











=a 





> 


Presenting His 
Note 

Impersonations 
Nightly 


BORAN 


Presently Completed Engagement 
RIO CASINO, Boston, Mass. 
Currently Appearing 
FIVE O’CLOCK CLUB 
Miami Beach, Fla. 








- 
Young Arthur Boran, mimic come- 
dian... Cream of the Broadway crop, 
—Danton Walker, N.Y, Daily News. 
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Always Working 


WHITEY ROBERTS 


NOW—2nd MONTH 
Famous Blackhawk Cafe 
Chicago 
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PARAMOUDT, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton’s Orch with 
Stuart Foster; Joan Edwards, Jack 
Haley, Hal LeRoy; ‘The Lady Has 
Plans’ (Par), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 
Jan. 21, *42. 








At one point in Ina Ray Hutton’s 
repertoire, one of her musicians 
places a baby spot on the lip of the 
pit platform. e house then dark- 
ens and the spotlight diffuses a warm 
glow—on the rear of Miss Hutton’s 
eloquent torso! And then the band 
goes into ‘Dark Eyes’! Symbolism? 

And that’s the tenor of Miss Hut- 
ton’s entire act—the great stress on 
her lush chassis encased in a low-cut, 
skin-clinging gown. If there’s any- 
thing between the cuticle ard the 
shimmerin, silk it’s certainly well 
camouflag ‘ Besides, the imagina- 
tive impression that the gown’s 
foundation is actually nothing but 
the ripely physical only adds so 
much more to Miss Hutton’s stage 
figure, literally speaking. 

It’s eight years since Miss Hutton 
first bounced her epidermis in front 
of her first band, an all-girl aggrega- 
tion put together by Alex Hyde and 
Irving Mills. It was then stated in a 
‘Variety’ review that Miss Hutton 
‘spelled boxoffice forward and back- 
ward,’ and the band’s subsequent 
cleanup bore that out. Later Miss 
Hutton bought herself out of the 
Hyde-Mills deal and went on her 
own, subsequently switching to an 
all-male band. 

While she’s not using as much 
body-motion now as then, and 
though restricted by the Paramount’s 

it setup from changing her gowns 
or every number, Miss Hutton is still 
a sock stage personality. She per- 
sonifies sex appeal from her toes up 
—the Lana Turner of the musicians 
union. And if the band is not quite 
the best, that’s easily overlooked so 
long as she is up front and getting 
all the attention, anyhow. 

Musically, the aggregation’s most 
distinctive arrangement is ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ which segues into a conga 
finale that utilizes small bongos 
which spell out Miss Hutton’s name 
in radiant paint, with the leader her- 
self banging a large bongo and doing 
the conga at the same time. Another 
good feature of the orch is Stuart 
Foster, goodlooking tenor, who does 
alright with ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ 
and ‘Dear Mom.’ Miss Hutton her- 
self does a neat vocal job on ‘Blues 
in the Night.’ 

Of the show’s other acts, only Joan 
Edwards, herself well upholstered, 
can take the eye-appeal away from 
Miss Hutton. Miss Edwards, niece of 
Gus Edwards and now on radio’s 
‘Lucky Strike Hit Parade,’ is a fine 
song saleswoman. ‘Elmer’s Tune,’ 
‘Don’t Want to Walk Without You 
Baby’ and ‘Heart of Texas’ brought 
her a great reception Friday (6), 
and then she doubly sold herself with 
‘Rose O’Day’ for an encore. In a 
comedy afterpiece with Jack Haley 
she indicates ability for speaking 
lines, so what are the picture com- 
panies and musical comedy pro- 
ducers waiting for? 

Hal LeRoy, with four clever semi- 
eccentric dance routines, was the 
show's applause sock at this catch- 
ing. He worked himself into a heavy 
sweat for a very appreciative audi- 
ence. 

Jack Haley also got over, easily 
and neatly. His letter from a draftee 
got a lot of laughs and his medley of 
songs from former stage and screen 
hits in which he appeared clinched 
his good reception. With Miss 
Edwards he duets ‘I’m Nobody’s 
Baby,’ preceded by comedy byplay, 
and it’s a pleasing bit. ; 

Biz was good at this catching. 

Scho. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Fats Waller’s Orch (13) with Myra 
Johnson; 3 Shades of Rhythm, Evelyn 
& Anne, Burnham, Harris & Scott, 
Byrd & Moore; ‘Public Enemies’ 
(Rep). 








Fats Waller’s pianology and show- 

manship plus are the major sources 
of entertainment in this 90-minute 
show, but it’s supported most ably 
by the improved comedy-dance act 
of Burnham, Harris and Scott. Waller 
is surrounded by comparatively few 
turns, carrying most of the time him- 
self and doing a yeoman job. 
_ Waller’s keyboard and organ style 
is accompanied by a band consist- 
ing of four sax, three trumpets, two 
trombones and four rhythm; it’s a 
neat playing group almost completely 
subordinate to the leader’s work. It 
Jumps orcasionally, and it’s loud 
when it uoes, but it gives its leader 
the sort of rhythmic background that 
enhances his stuff. his playing and 
ad libbing had this house in a con- 
stant uproar. 

From a strict critical angle the 
voice of his singer, Myra Johnson, 
leaves a lot to be desired, but she 
sells her stuff in a manner that went 
Over solidly with this audience. She 
did an original and a pop, then an 
encore of ‘I Got It Bad.’ Evelyn and 
Anne, tap duo, work in the opening 
Scene in tails; their stuff is ably done, 
but routines lack imagination. Three 
Shades of Rhythm aren’t on long, but 
they leave a good taste with unison 
rhythm taps, then fast challenging 
and a whirlwind finish. 

Burnham, Harris and Scott were 
Caught at this house last year, but 
have added to and improved their 
turn to such an extent that it was a 








particularly hefty click this work- 


cut. Opening with a dance bit, then 
a fair harmonized vocal, they hit the 


meat of their turn in a comedy se- 
quence wherein they‘re in the Army. 
It’s timely and extremely funny. 
Byrd and Moore, house comedians, 
straighted by Vivian Harris, have 
one bit up front that’s amusing, par- 
ticularly to Harlem audiences. It’s 
built around a preacher, a sinner 
and a soul-saving follower of the for- 
mer. Line of three boys and three 
girls helps it out with dance routines. 
Biz good. Wood. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 6. 
Bob Chester Orch (14), Lewis & 
Van, Arnaut Bros. (4) & Sister Nelly, 
Chester Dolphin, Betty Bradley, 
Gene Howard, 3 Notes, Cy Baker; 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA). 








Okay show but the acts can take 
more credit than the band. Bob 
Chester has the makin’s but he hasn’t 
quite found his musical metier yet. 
Some of his instrumental specialists, 
Cy Baker on the trumpet partic- 
ularly, are as good as any making the 
rounds today, and every once in a 
while Chester bangs out a tune that 
can stand up among the best arrange- 
ments of it by the topliners. Still 
the whole impression of his catalog 
is one of competent undistinction. 

Vocalists have the same lack of dis- 
tinction. Betty Bradley is an eyeful 
and as oomphy as they come when 
nature and Max Factor get together, 
but voice is just passable, and that 
also goes for Gene Howard, whose 
baritonic pipes doesn’t match his 
lankiness, and Elise Cooper and the 
3 Notes (all boys), latter a quartet. 
Chance for some comedy to be 
worked up, however, between the 
Notes, all little, and Howard, well 
over six feet, since their first and 
only appearance together is good for 
flock of laughs. 

Chester’s outfit is currently made 
of five saxes, his one included; three 
trumpets, three trombones, bass, 
drums and piano, and their best 
numbers come right at the front, ‘Oc- 
tave Jump,’ ‘Blues in Night,’ and 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo.’ After 
that, it’s a tapering off process. 

First of smash acts is that of Lewis 
and Van, couple of male hoofers in 
tails, who start off with some conven- 
tional stair stuff and wind up knock- 
ing out some spectacular challenge 
terp minus accompaniment. Chester 
Dolphin ties things up again with 
his sock juggling. 

‘Moonlight Bay’ uses Howard, Miss 
Cooper and the Notes for the vocals; 
‘Honeysuckle Rose’ has Baker on the 
trumpet reaching way up for that 
last note to terrific palm-pounding, 
and ‘Wait ’Till the Sun Shines Nelly’ 
is okay, bringing on Miss Bradley in 
Gay ’90s get-up for band’s best nov- 
elty. It’s one of Chester’s vecent 
discs but could be expanded better 
visually. Next-to-closing niche re- 
served for the Arnauts (4) and Sister 
Nelly, with their old bird-whistling, 
which used to comprise the whole 
act, coming now only for their fin- 
ish. Rest of the turn is devoted to 
some swell acrobatic stuff with fid- 
dles. Smallest of quintet, who looks 
like Ernest Truex, is excellent com- 
edy relief. and they’re solid right 
through. Band finales on its theme. 

Biz first-rate at last show tonight 
(6). Cohen, 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, March 4. 
Horace Heidt Orch (12) with Ollie 
O’Toole, Doodles Weaver, Mimi 
Cabanne, Larry Cotton, 





rington, Dona and Don Juans (3), 
Jerry Bowne; ‘Obliging Young Lady’ 
‘RKO). , 





For second week in row, Gate hgs 
a traveling band on its stage. Horace 
Heidt, current, headed the house 
band here in years past, making it 
old-home week, which means okay 
biz, but hardly equal to the Tommy 
Dorsey magnetism of last week. 

Heidt has surrounded himself with 


solid talent, his show here being par- | 


highlighted by the sock 
Ollie O’Toole, topflight 


ticularly 
work of 


| mimic: Mimi Cobanna, luscious vo- 


calist from the south; Frankie Carle, 
whose magnificent piano fingering is 
a show-stopper, and Fred Lowery, 


sightless whistler. Larry Cotton, 
tenor, took a few bars despite a 
tough cold and got an ovation. Band 


itself kicks out some okay syncopa- 
tion, working over ‘Heart of Texas,’ 
‘When Baby Smiles’ and ‘Rose 
O'Day.’ 

Charles Gocdman, baritone, does a 
smooth job of ‘Blues in Night,’ 
and getting over nicely in other solo 
bits are Red Ferrington with ‘Mc- 
Namara’s Band,’ Jerry Bowne with 
‘I Need Vitamin U’ (his own), and 
Dona Woods backed by the Don 
Juans. Drummer Bernie Mattinson 
also gets a momentary spotlight. 

Non-band members sit on stage 
throughout, arising as called. Doodles 
Weaver, of ‘Meet the People,’ was 
billed and present but didn’t per- 
form. ; 

Heidt works in some novelty, using 
a moppet from the audience to con- 
duct the opener and closing with a 
stage version of his ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ 
radio quizzer, with $1 apiece for win- 
ners. 
aisles and shaking hands at random. 

Biz fine at show caught Wern 


Fred | 
Lowery, Charles Goodman, Red Fer- | 


Heidt also filfs in by roaming | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Richard Himber Band, Jane 
Pickens, Cliff Nazarro, Olsen & 
Shirley; ‘The Remarkable Andrew’ 
A gat reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Jan. 21, 








_ Richard Himber and his men de- 
liver very pleasant musical diversion, 
and with several topflight specialists 
also contributing, the current State 
engagement is satisfactory. The go- 
ing is music and song most of the 
way, but there is a neat change of 
pace to comedy, Cliff Nazarro tak- 
ing care of that. 

Nazarro still has his moments at 
the piano, but the nut material is his 
forte, and he amused the packed 
firstnight house with doubletalk. 
Comedian lured Himber to the plat- 
form mike several times, the baton- 
waver being jovial amid the clown- 
ing. 

Seems to be a tossup between 
Nazarro and Jane Pickens as to 
which drew the best audience re- 
turns, with the edge possibly going 
to the songstress. Miss Pickens was 
called back several times and was in 
fine vocal form with ‘I Got It Bad,’ 
and ‘Don’t Want to Walk Without 
You.’ She warbles ‘My Buddy,’ ‘Miss 
You’ and ‘Making Best of Each Day’ 
effectively, too. A bit earlier, Mar- 
jorie Lee, of the band outfit, sings 
‘Blues in the Night’ and ‘White Cliffs 
of Dover’ okay. 

Himber has something of a dis- 
covery in Larry Storch, a 19-year- 
old lad who is an_ impressionist. 
Youth is first heard over the ampli- 
flier doing Ronald Colman and Peter 
Lorre, then coming on stage to give 
Jack Oakie, James Cagney and Clark 
Gable. Storch makes a good appear- 
ance and should develop into a 
trouper. 

Ralph Olsen and Lyn Shirley, who 
precede Miss Pickens, are an excep- 
tionally versatile dance duo. The 
girl is agile and the boy puiis some 
doublejointed stunts that catch all 
eyes. 

The Himber bunch is newly 
routined. A medley drew plaudits 
and so did the oldfashioned low- 
down, indicating a colored revival 
meeting leading to ‘Who Built the 
Ark.’ More on the orchestral end at 
times, especially when the violins are 
featured, the unit ends with the 
house smiling as a result of the late 
comedy punch. Ibee. 





ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 7. 
Sammy Kaye Orch (14) with Alan 
Foster, 3 Smart Girls, Sue Ryan; ‘I 
Wake Up Screaming’ (20th). 








Repeating its highly favorable im- 
pression made at this same house 
last season, Sammy Kaye’s orchestra 
again wham the customers and fill 
the seats. There’s no question re- 
garding the aggregation’s right to a 
top rating among the novelty stage 
bands. Kaye’s master showmanship 
has seen to that. 

The vresent eminence has been 
gained through assembling a gang 
that’s equally strong on the vocal 
and musical sides, with perform- 
ances noteworthy for their staging, 
choice of numbers, arrangements 
and, most of all, the entertainment. 

As examples of the small details 
lifting the Kaye troupe above the 
/eommon run of stage bands, there 
are Tommy Ryan’s brief snatches of 
introductory vocalizing announcing 
the various musical numbers, in- 
stead of the customary perfunctory 
emcee announcements, and the use 
of appropriate backdrops to provide 
a sort of atmosphere for special 
numbers. Then, too, there’s the ‘So 
You Want to Lead a Band’ stunt, 
which is as good for laughs, enter- 
tainment and boxoffice as it was the 
frst time around. 

Kaye’s boys furnish nearly the 
entire show, there being only two 
acts in addition to the band. The 
|performancte runs heavily to the 
| band’s musical numbers and singing, 
| but there’s an ample amount of fun 
| mixed in and a bit of dancing, too, 
with the melodic portion so ear- 
beguiling that everybody’s happy. 
Kaye impresses as smart in sticking 
| to sweet swing. At this theatre, at 
| any rate, patrons seem to be getting 
ifed up on the hotter and noisier 
| stuff. However, that’s not to say that 
much of the Kaye contribution isn’t 
torrid enough to suit most jive fans. 
| Just the right number of old faves 
are scattered among the hit-parade 
selections, 
| Taking occasional flings at the 
clarinet, Kaye is always the satis- 
factory emcee and conductor. There’s 
much clowning between him and the 
band to enliven the proceedings. 
Practically every band number in- 
cludes vocalizing by individuals, 
groups or the entire glee club to 
make for added enjoyment,, 

‘When You're Smiling’ is a fast 
band starter. Alan Foster, romantic 
baritone, scores with ‘Dear Mom’ 
and ‘Shrine of St. Cecilia.’ Precision 
tap and acrobatic dancing puts over 
Three Smart Girls, attractive young 
women. Maury Cross, from.- the 
band, neatly vocals ‘Chattanooga 
|Choo Choo’ and ‘Heart of Texas.’ 
| Another band member, Arthur 
i Wright, pipes to good advantage 
during ‘White Cliffs.” Then Tommy 
Ryan, also an accomplished vocalist, 
lays down his electric guitar to 
| evoke enthusiasm by his handling of 
‘Everything I Love’ and ‘Beguine’ 








| 














with glee club accompaniment. 

gypsy medley brings on the 
‘Smart Girls again for terping with 
tambourines. ‘Dance of the Tam- 
bourines,’ band offering, with the 
illuminated tambs on tne darkened 
stage, is an okay novelty. A catchy 
number, ‘Modern Design,’ has the 
audience joining in the fun. The 
band clicks again with ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor.’ Sue Ryan is riotous 
with her comedy songs and clown- 
ing. 

As usual, Kaye has no difficulty 
obtaining volunteers from the audi- 
ence to lead the band, and his ques- 
tioning of the contestants, as well as 
their baton twirling, is productive 
of many laughs. The band presents 
a nifty appearance in its blue Eton 
jackets. 

A well-filled lower floor at the 
opening matinee. Rees. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, March 6. 
Woody Herman’s Orch (15) with 
Carolyn Grey and Billie Rogers, 
Marion Belett & English Brothers 
(3), Pat Henning & Co. (2); Ride ’Em 
Cowboy’ (U). 








Abbott and Costello film holds over 
here this week, with the Woody Her- 
man band on stage for support. As 
far as the band goes, this outfit, mak- 
ing its first stage appearance in Bos- 
ton, has plenty to offer the jitter cus- 
tomers, but little in the way of en- 
tertainment for mass appeal. To off- 
set this deficit, management booked 
in two vaude standards. 

Pat Henning, next-to-close, got a 
good reception and extra bows for 
his line of chatter and screwy im- 
personations. Unfortunately, when 
caught, he was way off base at the 
mike, and much of his banter was 
lost in a muffle of unintelligible 
sounds. Marion Belett and the Eng- 
lish Brothers, dressed in sailor out- 
fits, in the trey spot, repeating their 
usual rough-house routine, high- 
lighted with smart acro tricks for 
laughs. Trio got a flock of bows. 

Two singers are featured with the 
Herman band. Carolyn Grey, 
a smooth looker, vocals ‘I Said No’ 
and ‘Don’t Want to Walk Without 
You.’ Gal gets by on her s.a., which 
compensates for just a fair voice and 
a medium ability to sell. Billie 
Rogers is satisfactory in her singing 
and trumpeting of ‘Heart of Texas’ 
and ‘Girl with a Horn.’ Herman 
vocals ‘Blues in the Night’ and fea- 
tures himself, with the glee club, in 
‘Tis Autumn.’ Band offers a fine 
arrangement of ‘Blues,’ but the 
tempo is just a shade too slow. Best 
band number is a jerkey jive special - 
ty, ‘Fan It,’ delivered by Herman and 
the Woodchoppers. Frankie Carl- 
son was greeted wildly when he got 
a break for a hot and nifty session 
with thedrums on ‘Golden Wedding.’ 

Business on second show opening 
day pointed to a fair tally for the 
week. Fox. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 7. 
Bobby Joyce & Ginger, Cycling 
Whalings, Clark & Bailey, Bob King, 
Helen Dersler, Jimmy Bunn, Herb 
Six House Orch; ‘Sleepytime Gal’ 
(Rep). 








Bit of production and musical 
background is called into play this 
week and added to the regulation 
variety bill. 

Herb Six house band, with Jimmy 


Bunn vocalling, opens in a patriotic | 


mood with ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ and the 
simulation of air raid sound effects. 
From there on Bunn emcees standard 
acts and amateur winner via regular 
formula for 45 minutes. 
acts assembled sold a little better 
pace than usual and bill is up by that 
much. 

First standard turn is taken by 
Bobby Joyce and Ginger, pair tap- 
ping out a hepcat number with an 
acrobatic flavor, a soft shoe and a 
challenge routine, with Joyce’s clos- 
ing acro work the standout. In the 


deuce Bob King is spotted with_his | 


pint-sized dummy, a bit of a twist on 
standard ventriloquism, and execu- 
tion by King is first-rate. Where 
most ventro dummies are _ sassy, 
King’s is cute juvenile, and material 


ito point this up would build the act. 


Am winner Helen Dersler shows 
good voice possibilities for rhythm 
singing on ‘1A in the Army.’ Clark 
and Bailey turn is an acro foutine 
with a semi-slapstick flavor. Bunn 
then turns his romantic baritone on 
‘Dear Mom’ and ‘Wonder Who's Kiss- 
ing Her Now’ for hearty response. 

Closing spot is allotted to Bobby 
Whaling and femme partner for 
cycling routine. They use a break- 
away bike, a straight bicycle for 
round of tricks and close with a sec- 
ondstory monocycle. Whaling’s own 
list of tricks on each vehicle is 
climaxed by balancing femme part- 
ner on his shoulders while perform- 
ing. 

Bun and the band hark back to 
oper. ..g musical number to keynote 
the close with a spot announcement 
to buy bonds and stamps. Quin. 


Gets 2 Years in Assault 
Charlotte, N. C.. March 10. 
Robert (‘Barney’) Mills, 39, vaude- 
ville trouper, has been sentenced to 
two years.in State’s Prison on each 
of two counts of assault on a woman 
by Judge W. H. S. Burgwyn in Su- 





'perior Court at Graham 


Standard | 
| runs an hour, with speed predomi- 


nating. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miami, March 8. 
Cross & Dunn, George Roger 
Dancers, Paul Gerrits, Raul & Eva 
Reyes, Ruth Clayton, Harry Reser 
“oe Orch; ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
( . 








Smartly paced stage layout, plus 
sock pix make this excellent ¥e 
Practically all the turns are from 
local niteries, and advance publicity 
buildup is bringing favorable b.o. re- 
turns. 

As ever Cross and Dunn continue 
to promote a saleable bill of goods 
and they score. Boys are solid song 
salesmen, and by judicious interpola- 
tion of fresh material with standards, 
they keep on rolling along. 

George Roger dancers are doing a 
first out here, and provide sure-fire 
entertainment. Formerly a quartet, 
they now work as a trio (two males 
and femme). Group uncorks variety 
of breathtaking stui.'s, before cutting 
loose with unexpected comic twist. 
Turnabout is so surprising that first 
impression is that its legit mistake. 
They’re one of the few groups of this 
type who never completely give way 
to hoke, when the blowoff comes. 
first rate class cafe attraction, they 
will command plenty of attention. 

Paul Gerrits has been around, and 
so have his gags. As a trick skater 
he’s standard, so it looks like a toss- 
up as to whether he should work on 
his rollers, or his gags. 

Raul and Eva Reyes are among the 
foremost exponents of the baccardi 
bump tradition, and score solidly. 
Rhumba routine of a car stalled in 
traffic is a wow. 

How Ruth Clayton got billing as 
‘season’s number one songstress’ is 
local $25 question. She aspired to 
the personality pitch, but she’s got a 
long way to go. When caught dic- 
tion was muffled, and range is de- 
cidedly limited. 

Harry Reser’s augmented house 
band does particularly fine job with 
socky overture, and backs up turns 
in fine fashion. Leslie. 


PAR, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, March 8. 
Doc Wheeler Orch with Peart 
Bailey; Ink Spots (4): Red & Curley; 
Moke and Poke; Eddie Wittstein 
House Orch; ‘Wolf Man’ (U). 








Paramount is again taking a brief 
whack at flesh. Stage fare has been 
on the absentee list at this house for 
some months, but judging from week- 
end biz on the current five-day stand, 
payees are taking kindly to the ac- 
tivity onstage. 

Bill is an all-colored one, with the 
Ink Spots holding down the key posi- 
tion. Lads score easily with their 
harmonizing and have fans yelling 
for more, despite fact this is one of 
their several local appearances. Boys 
draw generously from their recorded 
numbers and feature ‘World on Fire’ 
for a sock reception. Red and Curley 
open the bill with a drumming- 
dancing turn that goes to town with 
a traps-taps combo that packs a 
healthy punch. It’s a noveity bit, 
with drummer challenging hoofer to 
match intricate rhythms. Moke and 
Poke furnish a comedy touch with a 
slambang song-and-dance session that 
ends with a lightning jitterbug fling 
with one of the lads in femme attire. 

For the band section, the Wheeler 
aggregation puts on a music fest that 
had a crowded house stomping, clap- 
ping and joining in the vocals. Num- 
bers are well chosen for variety and 
hit a popular chord. Pearl Bailey, 
band’s vocalist, lays a couple of hot 
tunes across the footlights and closes 
with a nice rendition of ‘Blues in 
Night.’ Piano, bull fiddle and reeds 
get featured spots that click. Show 





Eddie Wittstein house orch 
| in for overture. 
| Biz capacity. 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 5. 
Newcomb’ Brothers, Valleau & 
| Roberta, Bickford & Crandall, Freddy 
| Stritt & Co., Dodson’s Monkeys, 
| Jerry Ross, Al Ules House Orch (6): 
\‘Tragedy at Midnight’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Sing for Your Supper’ (Col). 


Bone. 





Freddy Stritt headlines this week’s 
| bill and clicks nicely with his breezy 
| clowning and burlesque magic. The 
|‘... and Co.’ Valerie, is an attractive 
| foil for Stritt’s antics and also does 
| all right for herself on the terping 
-_* Windup is a sock dance by the 
uo. 

The Newcomb b: thers, on first, 
knock out some melodies on a 
battery of whiskey bottles, and also 
please with a duet on a musical saw 
and a cigarbox fiddle. Bowoff is a 
version of ‘When Day Is Done,’ with 
lighted drumsticks on a darkened 
stage. Called back, the boys did 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ for a good hand. 

Valleau and Roberta please the 
crowd with a fast assortment of 
magical tricks, spiced by Valleau’s 
patter. 

On third, Bickford and Crandall 
display nice timing and skill in 
acrobatics and balancing, plus some 
speedy adagio. Pair was a bit hesi- 
tant in some routines, but quickly 
covered up to receive a good re- 
sponse. 

Closing is filled by Dodson’s 
monkeys. who ride scooters, and tri- 
| (Continued an reoee 49) 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF 


MARCH 13 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount 
Les Brown Orc 
Connee Boswell 
Bob Williams 
Pops & Louie 
MIAMI 
Olympia (1-4) 
Wally Brown 
Frances Faye 
Haakon & Bowman 
Gypsy Rose T.ce 





DETROIT 
Michigan (11) 


Andrews Sis 
Johnny Long Ore 
Fred Sanborn 
Southern Sis 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (13-15) 
Eddy Duchin Bd 
Roy Davis 
Ray & Trent 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (13) 
Bill Robinson 
Ernie Fields Bd 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (12) 

Tiebor’s Seals 

Estelle Taylor 

Frank & J Hubert 

Bert Lahr 

Stuart Morga: Danc 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (13) 
Rhythm Rockets 


Caryl Gould 
Del Rios 
Jimmy Durante 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY ‘ Chico Marx Ore 


Strand (13) 
Chas Spivak Orc 
Rogers Danc 
Frank Paris 

(6) 


Blue Barron Orc 
Carole & Sherod 
Wesson Bros 
Gil & Bernie Maison 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (13-16) 
Joe Venuti Ore 
Hal LeRoy 
Gil Maison 
(6-9) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
M Auer & J Hunter 
Chick & Lee 
Maysy & Brach 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (13) 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Ethel Waters 





Peg Leg Bates 
(6) 


4 Franks 

Alan Carney 

Maxellos 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (13) 

Chico Marx Orc 

The Jansleys 

Lorraine F Rognan 

6) 


tob Chester Orc 

Lewis & Van 

Chester Dolphin Co 

Arnaut Bros & Nolly 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (13) 

Kim Loo Sis 

Jean, Jack & Judy 

Mario & Floria 

6 Willys 


(6) 
The Willys 
Kim Loo Sis 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Mario & Floria 








RKO 








BOSTON 
Boston (13) 

Clyde MeCoy Ore 
Bob Howard 
Dawn & Humanet's 
Chick & Lee 

() 
Woody Herman Ore 
Belett & Eng Bros 
Pat Henning Co 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (13) 
Gray Casa Loma O 

Ruthie Barnes 
Little Tough Guys 
Sybil Bowan 





Adrianna & Charley 
(6) 


Count Basie Orc 
Baby Lawrence 
Gordon & Rogera 
Ethel Waters 
DAYTON 
Colenial (13) 
Faludys 
S Miller & A Siegel 
ArnavtBros & Nellie 
Lew Parker Co 
Rajah Raboid 
Gray Casa Loma O 
Ruthie Barnes 
Anita Boyer 
Little Tough Guys 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (12) 
Wynn Murray 
Berry Bros 
John Tiebor 
Robt Shanley 
Eleanor Tennis 
Nicholas Daks 
Glee Club 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Syinph 
Roxy (12) 
Falaci’s Puppets 
Sunny Rice 
Dick, Don & 
Bob Hannon 
Apollo (12) 
Lil Green 
Tiny Pradsbaw 
Kdwares Sis 
Snap & Srappy 
Lelage 
Len & Jenkins 
Windsor (13-15) 
E Carroll ‘Vanities’ 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (13-15) 
Gloria Parker 
Grandma Perkins 
Al Delage & Shirley 
Stuart & Taylor Co 
3 Jades 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (12) 
&tan Kenton Ore 
Dave Apollon Co 
Dixie Dunbar 
Bonnie Baker 
3 Acromaniacs 
Ridgewood (11) 
Tiliana (Mrs Laurel) 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Sonnon & Patricia 
Stanley & Burns 
3 Gaines Bros 
Mayfair (14 only) 
Lenny Kent 
Fisher & Moore 
Winnie Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
Marine (15 only) 
Lenny Kent 
Fisher « Moore 
Winnie Johnson 
(Two to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (13-16) 
Blue Barron Orc 
Cliff Nazarro 
4 Samuels 
Val Setz 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (12) 
Ink Spots 


Dinah 


Ore 


Ella Fitzgerald Orc 

Moke & Poke 

Reds & Curley 
State (15-18) 

Carroll & Dietrich 

Bernard & Ferris 

Judson Cole 


Beatrice Kay 
Olivette & Murray 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (13 only) 

Jesse Miller Co 
Ruddy Raymond 

3 Gaines Gros 
(Two to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (13-15) 
Alvino Rey Orc 
Lane Bros 


Olivette & Murray 
Gonzales 3 


LYNBROOK 


NEWARK 





Adams (12) 
Shep Fields Ore 


Catherine Weetfield 


Gil Lamb 

Equillo Bros 

Yvette 
PASSAIC 


Central (12) 
Ray Heatherton O 
Martha Raye 
Nash & Evans 
Condos Bros 
PATERSON 
Majestic (17-19) 
Al & Jean Johnston 
Pankoff & Cannon 
I> Reid & H Tobias 
5 Speed Demons 
(One to fill) 
(13-16) 
Gags & Glamour R 
PHILADIYLPHIA 
Carman (17-19) 
The Claytons 
4 Blenders 
Jed Dooley 
4 Fantinos 
(13-16) 
& Aristocrats 
Jim Penman 
Canfield Smith 
Fay’s (12) 
Harold & Lola 
Carr Rros 
Dana & Kaplin 
Barbara Doan 
Tom & B Wonder 
PITMAN 
Bway (14 only) 
Carroll & Dietrich 
Bernard & Ferris 
Judson Cole 
(One to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan 
(13-15) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
John Boles 
Jack Haley 
4 Franks 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (13-14) 
Danny & Lee Chang 





Jed Dooley Co 
Young Kaye 


Sons of Purple Sage 

Kay & Kay 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (13) 

Mischa Auer 

Barney Rapp Ore 

Paul Sydell 

Nick & Vicki Collins 


WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (14-15) 
Rio Rita 


Virginia Melford 3 
(Three to fill) 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (12-13) 
Dick Rogers Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Block & Sully 
2 Zephyrs 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (9-11) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
John Boles 
Frank Ross 
Primrose & Gold 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (17-19) 





Bill Robinson 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 


Famous Door 


Denise Mavity 
Dorothy Calahaa 
Willie Bryanr 
Winnie Johnson 
Audrey & Phii 
Willie Dukes 
Benny Carter Ore 


51 Club 


Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Kary! 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
52d Swing Club 


Delmar 3 
Frankie Meadows 
Al Green 


Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Henry Arthur 
Vera Neva 
Carroll Chappell 
Patricia Parker 
Lorna Rhode 
Gene Monet Ore 


Harlem Rendezvous 


Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 

Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah Churchill 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 


Helen O'Connell 
Phil Washburn 
Hotel Piccadilly 
(Georgian Room) 
Kerry Ens 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Eleanor French 

Frank Paris 


Hetel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Reom) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 


John Hoysradt 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Harold Cooke Ore 


Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Hal Saunders Orc 
Hotel Taft 
Vineent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hote! Wal-lort- 





Astoria 


Golferettes 

Lou Taylor 
Edith Delaney 
Gerri White 
Johnny & George 
Ange! Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Nut Clob 


Belle Sioane 
Lamour 2 
Jack Reynolds 
Little Joe Little 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross é 
cliff Conrad 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Shadrach Boys 
Ann Francine 
Sonny Tufts 
Chiquita Venezta 
Joan Ellis 
Lee Reynolds 
Bill Glass Ore 
Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 





Russ Smith Ore 








Monna Montes 
Alexis Dolinoff 
Carmen Ca 
Clemente Ore 


Maxine Sullivas 
Kay Morris 
Ratha & Mirko 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuxnetzoff 
Nastia Poilakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoft 


Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Orc 
Bob Knight Ore 

The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 

Ubangi Club 
Bill Dailey 
May Johnson 
Kae Snead 
Jackie Mabley 


Socaras Ore 
Wivel 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versailles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Billy de Wolfe 
Donna Devel 
Harold Barnes 
Kirk Alyn 





NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


HILLS, CAL. 


Paul Bartels 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Al Robinson 
June Bentley 
Music Hall Bevs 
Virginia Vaughan 
Zeke Lockwood 
Towne & Kyott 
Cousin Lem 
Claytons 














Blue Barron Orc 
Cliff? Nazarro 
4 Samuels 


( 
Meet the People 








Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Beverly Paterno 
Beachcomber 
Galli Sis 
Larry Blake 
John Kilty 
Various & Vida 
Salazar Ore 
Cordoba Ore 


Ben Marden’s 

Winter Reom 
Una Whyte 
Gabrielle Daye 
Susanne Daye 
Guy Howard 
Freshmen 
Harry Stevens 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Claire Willis 
Betty Black 
Virginia Gibson 
Moya Gifford 
Don Sylvio Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
Spike Harrison 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charles Strickland 
Benny Grauer 
Lulu Bates 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Butler’s New Room 
Steve Murray Rev 
Happy Lewis 

Cafe Madison 
Allan Cole Ore 
Gypsy Markoff 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 


(One ae 12) Cafe Mentparnasse 

$ Reoda = Aileen Cook 

Al Ferguson Jean Brunseco 

Burns 2 & Evelyn Cafe Society 

(One to fill) (Midtown) 
BRIDGEPORT John Kirby Ore 
Lyric (9-11) Hazel Scott 

Charlie Spivak Ore }Golden Gate 4 

; mma J Baker Eddie South Ens 

‘arr Bros 

2 Zephyrs Cafe Society 

CAMDEN (Village) 

Towers (13-15) Teddy Wilson Ore 

Dude Ranch Yol Albert Ammons 
ELIZABETH Pete Johnson 
Liberty (12-15) Rose Dexter 

Al & Jean Johnston} Zero Mostel 

& Cabineers Baby Hines 

eas recta Cafe Vienna 

2a Vernes 

(One to fill) Ruth Barr 
FALL RIVER William Hoffman 
Empire (10-12) co a ecomnwed 

Ray Kinney Ore olfy Margens 


Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 

Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 


Casino Russe 


Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 


Spencer & Foreman| Nadia & Sasha 
HOLYOKE Dmitri Matvienko 

Valley Arena (15) | Kris Kay Orc 
Ina Ray Hutton O | Nicholas Matthey O 
Jane Pickens ’ 

Jad AMAICA dia ao 

2- ake «< 

Back & gO vagy Haywood & Allan 
Cyril Smith 4 Chanticleers 


Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Charles Francis 


John Livio 
Lynbrook (14 only) |} tra Spector Orc 
Jesse Miller Co Chin 7 
Buddy Raymoné : Lee's 
3 Gaines Bro. Sandra & Stanley 
(Two to fill) Mary Rowley 


Darling Sis 
Claudinette Laffose 





NEW YCRK CITY 


Evelyn Johnson 
Ray Worth Ore 


Clichy 


Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Erie Orc 
Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Irene Carroll 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgeralaé 
Susan Lang 
Club Frisco 
Joe Frisco 
Mildred Fenton 
Floria Vestoff 
Anne Paige 
Patricia Joyce 
Frank Froeba Orc 
Club Maxim’s 
Phil Foster 
June Sayres 
Eunice Jason 
White (2) 
The Dwyers 
Club Midnight 
Ramona 
Vi Bradley 
Club 181 
Connie Harris 
Billy & Ann 
Jack Goldie 
Muriel Asche Co 
Club Samoa 
Mabelle Russeli 
Linda Castro 
Denise Mavity 
Ruth Le Brun 
Muriel Taylor 
Joy Umiamaka 
Ruth Martin 
Ann Reeve 
Evelyn Hannons 
Snowden Orc 
Club Whitaker 
Maxine 
Rolly Rolls 
Lorna & Mario 
Arthur Knoller 
Alex Batkin Ore 
Copacabana 
Joe E Lewis 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 
Club Frisco 
Patricia Brent 
Vicki George 
Miss Victoria 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Or« 
El Chico 
Trio Mextico 
Maria Morales 
Maria Lopez 
Rita Bahia 
Carlos Lugo 
Del Duca Ore 
Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Orc 
Chiquito Ore 





Helen Glasser 


Fefe’s Monte Carlo 





Havanu-Maidria 
Pilar Lopez 
Rosita Rios 
Montoya 
Rolando 
Don Casanova 
3 Mexicano 
Maya Ore 
Don Gilberto Ore 

Hickory House 


Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Jean Murray 
Larry Bennett Orc 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 
Jules Lande Orc 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
(Colambia Km) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel B=:tmont 
-luza 
(Glass Hat) 
Covert & Reed 
Barbara Perry 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bewman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Madriguera Orc 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Grace Vaughn 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
{Century Koom) 
Vaughn Monroe Ore 
Peter Rotunda Orc 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 
Marylin Duke 
Virginia Austin 
Johnny Mack 
Commodorables 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Rosalie Grant 
Evalyn Tyner Ore 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 


Ray Kinney Ore 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilani laea 
Nani Todd 
Lehua Paulson 
Hotel Lincoln 
Lincolnaires 


Hotel McAlpina 
Johnny Messner Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Woody Herman Ore 
Carolyn Grey 
Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 

Hotel Navarro 

(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotei Park Centra: 

(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 


(Rhumba Room) 
Juan Donrigues Ore 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 
The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvanta 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Bob Eberly 








(Wedgewood Rm) 
Hartmans 
Dinah Shore 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
(Sert Km) 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Or: 
Hurricane 
Cabot & Dresden 
Jimmy Ames 
Bert lynn 
3 LaBrun Sis 
Jane Matthews 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Lolita Cardoba Orc 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
6 Greys 
Les Hunt 
Nola Day 
Ted Eddy Orc 
Angelo Orc 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Marlowes 
Montmarte Boys 
Joe & George 
Raymond & Joan 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 


Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 


Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Menya Del Ray 
Gwili Ardmore 
Isabel Brown 
Rose Withum 
Peggy La Plant 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kern's 
Jean Claire 
Cornel Tanassy Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 
Nick Jarret Orc 
La Conga 
Luba Malina 
Chaz Chase 
Ray English 
Nitza & Ravell 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris @re 
La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Dorothy Tanner 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 
La Martinieue 
Georgie Price 
Vicki George 
Della Norella 
Gil Galvan . 
Martiniqueens 
Herbert Curbello © 
Val Olman Ore 
Le Petit Palais 
Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Sascha Tashoff 
Julian Fuhs 
Sula Tester 


Leon & Eddic’- 


Lionel Kay 
Jan Murray 
Mirth & Mack 
2 Tops 
Martin Bros & F 
Barbara Long 
Clemens Belling 
Chinita 
Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Ore 
Maison Louis 
Bill Drye 
Carrie M Beville 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Gaston’s Monte Carlo 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
Magda Loy 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 
19th Hole Club 


Lenore Lemmon 
Steve Murray 


Ashburns 

Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 

Henry Scott 

Linda Ware 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Cliff Souze 
Michael Doyle 
Rex Owen 
Ann Southerland 
Marie . ley 
Beac.comber 


Dr Marcus 
Cheena de Simone 
Del Casino Orc 
Canay Orc 
Carrousel 
Faith Bacon 
Patricia Hall 
Lee Bartell 
De Lamarrs 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casanova Club 
Val Irving 
Clymas 
Emil Boreo 
Juanita Rios 
Fuller (6) 
Ralph Rotgers Ore 
Dan Shrader Orc 
Clover Club 
Josephine Delmar 
Marjorie Knapp 
Proser Rev 
liernand-*« Orc 
Five O’Clock Club 
Arthur Boran 
Ruth Wayne 
Margie Green 
Albins 
Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Box) 
4rthur Blake 
‘Yonsuela Flowerton 
Renay Curtis 
Joe Martin 
Frolic Club 
Jerry Cooper 
Billy Vine 


Nirma Cordova 
DeCastro Co 
Carol Vance 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Jimmie’s 
Ray Vaughn 
Red Thornton 
Martingales 
Hovell & Jeanette 
Les Robinson Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Harry Richman 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Koom) 

Emile Petti 

Buttery 

ay Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 

Art Kassel Ore 





Gloria Hart 
| Staples & Cerny 
Gaynor & Ross 


| Hadley Gls 
| (Tavern Room) 
Dave 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Orrin Tueker Ore 
Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
Bob Haynes 
Doris Dupont 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Bainese tm.) 
Ken Thompson Orc 
Mary 
Brass Rail 
Mike Riley Ore 
Marion Miller 
Brevoort Hote) 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Sonia Czar 
Sherry Darlane 
Hoffman Sis 





Laura Deane Hutton 


Suzanne & Christine 


Pritchard Ore 


Jane Howard 


Edward & Diane 
Palmer Ore 
Trini Ore 

Village Vanguard 
Burl Ives 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Fest 

Ann Robinson 





MIAMI 


Senor Wences 
Hermanos Wins 3 
Siuari Morgan 
Cerol King 
Reynolds Skaters 
Diamond P os 
Kamarova iatlet 
Jose Cortez Orc 
Jaime Christy Orc 


Mother Kelly’s 
Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Myles Bell 
3 Guesses 

Nut Club 


Tubby Rives 
Nicx Sett 
George Gregg 
Ted Blake 
Chuck Wilson 


Paddock 


Jackie Miles 

3 Heat Waves 
Ann Lester 
Folie Miller 
Paddock Ponies 
Yony Lopez Ore 


Royal Palm Club 
Harry Richman 
Jane Frohm-n 
Jerry Cooper 
Jack Cole 
Christianis 
Rose Hiatne 
Billy Sherman 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Abe Lyman Orc 
The Drum 
Antonio Alvarez 
Eddie Shephard. 
Pat Paree 
Coren 
Wayne Shelton 
Vanderbilt Hotel 


(Pago Pago Rm) 
Ir Glovann. 
Renee & Root 
Bee Kalmus 
Wanger Gis 

Versailles 

(Gulfstream Rm) 
Russell Swann 
Dean Murphy 
Gomez & Minor 
Charlie Wright Ore 

Winnie’s Riptide 
Helen Kane 
Dan Healy 
Ben Perry 
Screwy Huey 
Carroll Dane 





CHICAGO 


Cookie Seidel 

Antoinette Fns 

Beth Farrell 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 

Maurice Rocco 

Joe de Salvo 

Louis Jordan Ore 

Chez Paree 
Willie Shore 


Kitty Carlisle 
The Billingstons 
The Smoothies 
Carmen Antonio 


Chandra-Kaly Dane 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 
Bernle Adler 
Jane Jordan 
Sid Schapps 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Orc 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Dolly Kay 
San Succi Dance 
Rubyat & Don 
Kay Boley 
Olga Ward 
Jack Waldron 
Nita Trindall 
Don Lang Ore 
Congress Hote! 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Barry Winton Orc 
Red Duncan 
Jc Anne Hubbard 








Cornelia Cedolban O 


Savannah Churchill 


Drake Hotel 
(Casalliia House) 
Betty Allen 
Ramon Ramos Ore 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Phylisr Lynne 
Jana 

Knight Sis 
George Henry 
Clarence Melter 
Nighthawks 
Derben Gis 


885 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vice Artese 
Julto Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 


~ 

Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 

Hans Muenzer Ens 
5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 3 
June Price 
Downbeat Em 


Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Flats 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 

Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Loose Nuts 
Billy Nightingale 
Louis Bacon 
Basie Bros 
Mitzie Mitchell 
Lovely Lake 


Iielsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 

Nick Lucas 
Lillian Clarke 
Bob Ballentine 
Jack Herbert 
Chet Roble 

Hi Hat 
Danny Rogers 
Dorothy Wahl 
Amanda Follette 
Betty Hull 
Kay Perry 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 

Ivanhoe 
Ficrence Schubert 
Al frace Ore 
Holly Swanson 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 

L’ Aiglon 


Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausel) 
Murray & Cumming 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estiow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotei 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Clab Nomad 
Helene Francis 
Yent Edwards 
Wenda De Muth 


Tiny Kaye 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 

Paddock Int’l 
Bob Bell 


Paddockeers Orc 


Club Bali 
Los Caballeros 
Rossilianos 
Harry Rose 
Jose Gonzales 
Penny Davis 
Peters Sis (3) 
Baitioolies 
Alan Fielding Ore 

Ben Franklia 


Helene Standish 

Dorese Midglev 

Galente & Leonarda 

Pancho Orc 

Benny the Bum’s 

Patsy O'Neil 

Edowardo Sandeval 

Bataan 3 

Dolores Gomez 
Carroll's +» 

Gaines Orc 

Wilbur Rance 

Joan Williams 

Rexers (2) 

Margie Kelly 

Harry Rose 

Grace Gordon 

Otto Eason 

Pat Bernard 

Carrolloviies (12) 

College Inn 

Sheila Starr 

Julia Cummings 

Ruth Templeton 

Music Hall Gis 

Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 

Geo Clifford 

Anne Francine 

Mary Jane Brown 

Vicki George 

Carol Dean 

Pat Sherlin Orc 

(H Walton Roof) 

Madelyn White 

H'’wood Blondes (3) 

Castane & Barry 

Glamour Gls 

Helen Heath 

Eddie De Luca Ore 


Jam Session 
lilly Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskelles 
Janice Reice 
Cy White 
Dave Vanfield 
Det Garcy 
Agnes Barry 
Babe Cummings 
Grace Steel 
Dave Gold Ore 
Lawler’s Swing Bar 
Men of Rhythm (4) 

Lexington Casino 
Russ LeBeaux 
Murray Wood 
Mage & Carr 
Frances Carroll 
Jackie Whalen 
Garvin Buschell O 





George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Sallie Hote! 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Rio & Rita 


Conchita 
Ambe_cadors Ore 


New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Buys 
Jack LaVier 
Star.ats 
Arne Barnett Oro 
(Piceadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


100 Clob 


Dick Bauer Ore 

Billy Carr 

Walter & J Brown 

Sophia Parker 

Inez Gamble 

The Monteros 

Fernando & Fair 

Margo Wade 

Yvonne Nova 

Gloria Knight 

Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 

Xavier Cugat Ore 

Cardint 

Di Gatanos 

Lina Romay 

Maiguelito 

Abbett Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Nilah Brooks Rev 
Carl Marx 


Rhumba Casino 


Tito Guizar 

Pon Tannen 

Phil Levant Ore 

Pierce & Roland 

Don Orlando Ore 

Jack Rodreguez O 


606 Club 


Don Harris 
Alyce Cerf 
Janeen 
Georgiana 
Aloha 

Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
Marion Miller 
Maxine DeShon 
606 Gls 

Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Chuck Foster Ore 
Den DiFlavio 


Yar Rest 


Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 











Peter Milnikoff 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell 
President Hoiel 

Ramon Rio Co 
Marjorie Maxwell 
Pedro Alban! Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 


Room) 

Eddy Morgan Orc 

Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 

Gables Inn 

(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 


PHILADELPHIA 


Lido Venice 
Billy Maye 
Rhythm Vendors 
Bill Joy 
Jean Marshall 
Yvonne York 
Thelmas 
Little Rathskeller 
Hal & Honey Bee 
Peters Sis 
Hilde Simmon 
Leon Fields 
Niles & Jo-Ann 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Buds & Buddie 
Erskine Butterfield 
Don Renolda (4) 

Mayos 
Mayo Swingsters 
Harry McKay 
Muriel Brooks 
Joyettes 
Minstrel Tavern 


Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Joe Lonegan 


Anita 
Margie March 
Sally Foy 


Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 


Bon- Bon 

The Serenaders 
Dick Wade 

Curt Weiler (4) 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray 


Lillian Bishop 

Lee Warwick 

Freddy ‘Thompson 

Mickey De Luca 

Mary Love 

Edna Robinson 

Dotty King Ore 

Fred Thompson (3) 
Neil Dieghan’s 


Hale Hamilton 
Leonard Cooke 

MecArthurs 

Warren Boden 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Guardsmen & Mar’n 

Geo Moore 

Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 

Anita James 

Leslie Mitchell 

Bill Sheridan 

Al Kilbride 

leroy 

Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Open Door Cafe 


Cleo Valentine 
Jeannettes (10) 
Grace O'Hara 
Johnny Cahill 
Lord & Janice 
Viola Klaiss O) 
Palumbo’s 
Yvonettes_ 


(Continued on page 55) 
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De-Japped Mikado’ Travesty Clicks 
In Cleveland Nitery; Other Reviews 





By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Cleveland, March 10. 

Alpine Village’s pioneering ven- 
ture in revamping Gilbert and Sulli- 
van operettas to titillate the jaded 
appetites of night club sophisticates 
is unique enough to give some new 

roduction idea to bonifacas who 
bens been desperately scratching the 
ground in search for them. 

This capsuled and de-Japped ver- 
sion of ‘Mikado’ was whipped up 
purely as an experiment by the en- 
terprising Herman Pirchner, Cleve- 
land’s Ne. 1 impresario. It cams 
through t e hopper in remarkably 
good shape. More *™><xiant is the 
fact that i\’= a capt.vating theatrical 
novelty, comparable to Bill Robia- 
son’s ‘Hot Mikado’ in the way it im- 
bues the classic warhorse with a 
front-page freshness and zest. 

Instead of being sung in blackface, 
this edition is done in a satirical 
‘Arabian Nights’ style that complete- 
ly denudes it of all its traditional 
Japanese atmosphere. Cafe’s perma- 
nent repertory troupe of 10 profes- 
sional singers get away with it by 
wearing vividly colored costumes of 
Turkish sultans and harem queens. 
Mikado himself is played by the Al- 
pine’s singing owner, who ribs the 
Jap dictator with bouncing, comic 
horseplay, using all of what appear 
to be Eddie Cantor’s mugging tricks. 

Relabeled ‘Land of Pitty Poo,’ the 
entire operetta has been jived up 
with so many unorthodox, laugh- 
drawing bits of inventive business 
that Gilbert and Sullivan wouldn't 
recognize it. Willie Matthias, an 
imaginative bandmaster, and Myron 
Ryan did a s ck job in cutting the 
score down to about 30 minutes of 
crisp music. 

It’s sung in the right staccato tem- 
po by the cast, too. All references 
to the land of cherry blossoms are 
discreetly deleted in the satirized by- 
play, which is corned up just enough 
to give the Savoyard addicts a boot 
in the midriff. Most original piece 
of lampooning can be credited to Bob 
Copfer, one of the top tenors, who 
slapsticks role of Koko in a Groucho 
Marx getup that doesn’t miss any- 
thing. 

Ironic contrasts and the frolicsome 
ingenuity of the production give it a 
newness even to those who have 
seen ‘Mikado’ many times before. 
Treatment in taking the possibly 
offensive nip out of the Nipponese 
theme also circumvents several dan- 
gerous problems by changing the 
background to a mythical kingdom. 
In these inflammatory times it would 
be courting suicide to stage the op- 
eretta in original dress in a nitery 
where some spiffy-eyed customer 
might go on a patriotic tear if he 
piped anybody in a Jap costume after 
his fifth martini. 

_Experiment*in reaching up in the 
higher stratosphere of operettas is 
such a definite clicko that it opens up 
a brand new field of nitery show- 
manship for Pirchner. New elevating 
stage built on hydraulic jacks in cen- 
ter of his 800-seat family boite makes 
it possible for him to break into more 
elaborate out-of-the-ordinary pro- 
ductions to dress up standard vaude 
acts. Tabloidized ‘Mikado’ was built 
around Hubert Castle, circus wire- 
walking acrobat, and a couple of 
fairish dance acts. 

As a followup, the Alpine’s light 
operetta will next tackle De Koven’s 
Robin Hood’ in streamlined form. 

Owner is giving singers carte 
blanche to work out novel musical 
stunts, on the correct assumption 
that blase nitery patrons are fed up 
on straight revues alone. The day 
when a bistro could get by with sev- 
eral acts plus a beery-voiced bari- 
tone shouting ‘Road to Mandaday’ 
are over, in opinion of Pirchner, a 
believer in advanced production 
showmanship. Practical value of his 
ideas is being demonstrated in fact 
that his spot consistently does a land- 
slide business to $1.50 minimum. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


; Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
Al Marsico Orch (8); Bob Carter; 
Rochelle & Beebe; Lester & Irma- 
a Muriel Kretlow Girls (6); 50c. 
ver. 








Not a big show but a good one, 
and among the nicest features is the 
line of six Kretlow girls. Usually 
cafe ensembles around here are 
pretty sorry affairs, being composed 
for the most part of femmes who 
mix with customers a lot better than 
they dance. And their costumes are 
generally something left over from 
an old 1910 Shubert musical. 

Kretlow lines, however, have al- 
Ways been better than average. This 
one is even better than that. Gals 
are all shapely, good-looking and can 
actually hoof. Their costuming is 
colorful and in good taste; their 
routines show some thought and they 
have a flock of ’em. Kids are on 
their toes all the time, no sloppiness 
in their work at all and in four num- 
bers at late show they click in each 
of them. Best is a military thing set 
to the ‘can’t get ’em up’ theme, in 
which femmes, in overseas caps, 





soldiers’ coats and brief skirts, come 
out brushing teeth, yawning, etc., 
until they snap to it. 

Remaining two acts are both high- 
—. Team of Rochelle and Beebe, 
following current trend, kids the 
pants off ballroom dance, adagis and 
other terp forms, and seem to get a 
big kick out of what they’re doing, 
passing the kick on to the ringsiders. 
Work hard and smoothly aid gal is 
a natural-born comedienne who has 
her share of s.a., too. Over big here. 
Lester and Irmajean, boy and girl. 
call themselves ‘acrobelancers,’ and 
description «ts. Their strong-arm 
stuff, in w'scn she matches her pert- 
ner in ine neavy work, is socko and 
some of aci . tricks are about as good 
as any in -epertoire of their con- 
temporaries. . 

Bob Carter, m.c. and singer, and Al 
Marsico’s band, both of whom ap- 
parently go with the lease inasmuch 
as they're rounding out their third 
year at same spot, are still big-time 
faves with the Nixon crowd, and not 
without reason. Marsico’s dansapa- 
tion is nice and ear-easy, and Car- 
ter’s romantic tenor improves with 
age. Cohen. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO) 


Chicago, March 7. 
Gene Krupa Orch (17) with Roy 
Eldredge, Anita O’Day; Nilah Brooks 
Models (10), Frank Payne, Callahan 
Sisters (2). 


In this room it’s strictly the band 
and never the floor show that gets 
the pampering, the billing and the 
notices, with practically all of the 
coin being earmarked for the orches- 
tra. With the result that the Panther 
Room is considered the home of or- 
chestras, not of actors. } 

Gene Krupa has played this room 
several times. Outfit had ’em jammed 
in here from the opening in mid- 
week and figures to be one of the 
bright money orchestras of the sea- 
son in this basement spot. : 

Krupa’s outstanding troupe is firm 
and powerful in all its arrangements 
and can really kick out that jump 
rhythm. For dansapation it drives 
the youngsters crazy trying to choose 
whether to cut a rug or just to stand 
and take a gander as this musical 
crew build up and tear down a 
melody. 

Krupa doesn’t work at the drums 
as much as he formerly did, but 
when he does he continues to be a 
brilliant showman and workman on 
the skins. On the floor show, he 
contributes a real piece of work on 
‘American Bolero.’ 

Roy Eldredge makes the most of 
his trumpet soloing. Really hep to 
the jive is singer Anita O’Day, who 
really rides with a tune and fits bril- 








liantly into the scheme of the Krura 


aggregation. 

For the floor show there is Frank 
Payne with some fine impersona- 
tions, particularly of President Roose- 
velt, Jerry Colonna, Edgar Bergen 
and McCarthy. His poorest attempt 
is Bob Hope and this should be ash- 
canned. Nilah Brooks has been here 
and in other Chi niteries with her 
parade of manikins. At this show 
they were doing all right with a pa- 
rade of boudoir attire and non-attire, 
finishing with a display of blackout 
costumes to keep up the times. 

Callahan Sisters also have been 
making a tour of the local niteries 
and are now doing well here with 
their simple but effective dancing 
act. Girls make standout appear- 
ance, which is the real asset. Gold. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 





Minneapolis, March 7. 

Mel Marvin Orch (11) with Skip 

Farrell, Lathrop & Lee, Coleman 

Clark (3); minimum, $1 week days, 
$1.50 Saturdays. 





In its first appearance here, Mel 
Marvin’s orchestra reveals itself as a 
smooth, listenable outfit capable of 
satisfying for patron dancing or 
playing a floor show. Comprising 
three saxes, three brasses and four 
rhythms, the aggregation, despite its 
limited size, leaves nothing to be de- 
sired in the way of volume and tor- 
rid swing. Arrangements that reflect 
present-day jive tendencies are 
adeptly handled so as to enhance 
the enjoyment of terping customers. 
Marvin himself has a winning smile 
and his emceeing is okay, too. 

Skip Farrell is a personable tenor 
whose pipes are good enough to bring 
out the surefire values of ‘Blues in 
the Night,’ ‘White Cliffs of Dover 
and ‘Shrine of St. Cecilia.’ 

When last seen at a local theatre, 
the two Lathrop brothers were with 
Miss Lee. As a twosome, Miss Lee 
and one brother still make the top 
grade with their ultra-neat appear- 
ance, nifty dressing and polished 
dance routines. 

Here before at a theatre, Coleman 
Clark’s table tennis exhibition is even 
more socko in this intimate night 
club, for which it seems ideal. It 
provides novelty, laughs and thrills 





during the trick and other shots by 
the remarkably clever Clark and 
Bob Anderson. Wally Shirk con- 
tributes an amusing running com- 
mentary, Rees. 


HAPPY HOUR, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 7. 
Walter Fuller Orch. (5), Stream- 
line Sue, Melba Dupree, Count 
LeRoy, Ralph Brown, Sinclair & 
LeRoy; no cover or minimum. 








This all-colored floor show seems 
made to order for a spot such as 
this, which caters to the mussés, 
particularly the younger element, 
and does a land-office business much 
of the time. Red-hot jive is ground 
out by the wholesale during enter- 
tainment effusions noisy enough to 
pu‘ a boiler factory to shame. 

Although comprising only five 
pieces, the Walter Fuller orchestra 
delivers ~'most enough voiume to 
blast a quarry. Fuller toots a mean 
trumpet and occasion='ly vocalizes. 

Streamline Susie is a hefty young 
woman who does some hiptossing, 
other body gyrations and a modified 
striptease during her two appear- 
ances. Atop a small table, Count 
LeRoy hits a fast tap dancing pace 
on roller skates. It’s an unusual 
and good act. Stepping out from his 
emcee role, Ralph Brown goes in 
for some spectacular taps. Sinclair 
and LeRoy also are tireless steppers, 
and first-rate ones, too. Melba Du- 
pree, songstress, has good looks and 
. firct-rate voice, She sells he -°»s 
nicely. Rees. 


New Acts 


ELLA LOGAN 











Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Featured in ‘Sons 0’ Fun’ currently 
at the Winter Garden, and consider- 
ably improved since last caught by 
‘Variet;,’ in 1935 at the Academy, on 
14th streei, N. Y., Ella Logan’s pleas- 
antly burring style of line-reading 
still wears well.\ But she must needs 
fortify her songalog with sturdier 
stuff. than her present, three-song 
repertoire, which opens with a 
Scotch excerpt, ‘Oh Dear What Can 
the Matter Be?,’ ‘Bill’ and ‘I’m in 
Love,’ if she’s to click as a ritery 
headliner. 

When she essays smali-‘alk, 1 
bing the ‘kleptom?niac’ habits of 
other chanteuses who ‘just picked 
up’ this or that number, she does 
well, as far as she goes—but she 
doesn’t go far enough. In other 
words, her routine is just a brush, as 
if suddenly impressed into service. 
A one-to-fill booking is not all right 
when you're also the lone star, as is 
the case at the swank Pierre’s Vo- 
tillion Room whose fortunes have 
been most ‘spotty since inception of 
the policy. 

Stanley Melba’s octet is the band, 
comprising two violins, sax, piano, 
bass, drums, trumpet and guitar; a 
sprightly crew on whose shoulders 
falls the burden of keeping things 
lively througheut the evening. Bert 
Allerton is the magico table-worker, 
but it’s mostly chiefly up to Miss 
Logan. Abel. 


WEAR BROTHERS (3) and ZONIA 
Vocal, Instrumental Quartet 
Hotel Ccntinental, Kansas City 

Bob, Floyd and Jimmie Werr, with 
Zonia (Mrs. Bob Wear) rounding 
out their quartet, have a little more 
to offer than the usual twosome or 
trio used in this spot. All four are 
young and have personable appear- 
ances and pep. 

Instrumentation has Bob on clar- 
inet, Floyd on guitar, Jimmie on 
string bass and Zonia on accordion. 
Arrangements variously feature an 
instrument, a voice, or a quartet 
specialty. On the vocal side their 
group work as quartet is their best 
turn, and they handle novelty tunes 
such as ‘Bicycle Built for Two’ in 
first rate manner. Ensemble arrange- 
ments show their instrumental work 
to best advantage. 

Male trio began some years back 
as banjoists aiming for theatre dates 
with a 10-minute turn. They still 
carry banjos for novelty work, but 
now make the instrumental ensemble 
their mainstay. Continued improve- 
ment along lines they are now work- 
ing should make them an outstand- 
ing ensemble. Quin. 


MARIANNE LORRAINE 
‘One Woman Theatre’ 
Town Hall, N. Y. 

Billed as a ‘One Woman Theatre,’ 
Marianne Lorraine comes as close to 
that mark as any before the public 
today. It was a mistake for her to 
give a Town Hall concert, for her 
type of acting and singing is more 
suited for night clubs and the theatre 
where she should click. Above 
medium height, she radiates person- 
ality. 

The program consists of recitations 
of French and English poems in 
clean cut style with magnificent dic- 
tion and backed by vibrant stage 
presence. Her acting of her songs, 
which are co-mingled with the reci- 
tations, put them over, for she does 
not possess a legitimate voice. Her 
emotional quality is sufficient to grip 
an audience, whether or not under- 
standing the language, and her versa- 
tility is such that she can change her 
mood at will. Eddy. 


| and 





PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


cycles and roller skate. The act’s 
one baboon plays tke piano and 
answers questions in his animal way. 
The six monkeys go through their 
tricks in pleasing fashion. High spot 
in the act is the superciliousness of 
two dressed as girls and the mis- 
chevious antics of a baby buggy 
pusher. Dodson and his simian act 
were in Honolulu on Dec. 7 and 
came back on a packed ship. 

Jerry Ross takes ’em on and off in 
his assured style, and the first show 
played to a packed house. Good 
houses are now the rule in this, the 
town’s on!¥ vaude show. Reed. 


HIPP, BALTC 


; Baltimore, March 7. 
Adrian Rollini Trio, Gil Lamb, 
Dick Robertson, Martinez & Delita, 
Katherine Westfield, Felice Iula 
House Orch (13); ‘Joan of Paris’ 
(RKO). 











Fairish and rather spotty layout 
which ambles along in presentation 
style, with ©°‘l Lamb as a comic 
emcee and ce Iula’s house orch 
on stage. Lamb, seen here in vari- 
ous routines previously, has im- 
proved considerably _ since — last 
caught. He knows how to mug a 
gag to prompt response and his ma- 
terial is fresh and intelligent. 

Strong opening slot is punched 
out by Martinez and Delita, boy and 
girl acro combo which features some 
slick tumbling and balancing. Pro- 
longed business in a headstand is a 
clincher fo. audience response. Set 
matters nicely for marionet manipu- 
lation of Katherine Westfield. Nice 
appearing femme sends her spot- 
lighted dolls through smartly build- 
ing routines as a inaracas-swinging 
Cuban, a waltzing lady in blue, a 
jiving clown and for a_ surefire 
closer Donald Duck on roller skates. 
Act has considcrable appeal, 

Some dumb soldier gagging, paced 
by an offstage straight, draws some 
laughs for Lamb next before he 
intros Dick Robertson. Does strictly 
stock versions, a trifle on the offbeat 
side, of current pops. 

Lamb revives matters with his 
very comic business of a jitterbug 
getting a swing jag at p.a. of a 
famous jive outfit in a theatre. Bit 
is a howl from the tee-off and good 
for a showhalter as spotted here. 
Begs off with intro of Adrian Rollini 
Trio, which closes. Combo of vibra- 
harp, bull fiddle and guitar is solid 
from the opening swingaroo. 

Biz all right. Burm, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, March 1. 
Ted Weems Orch (15), Glorianna, 
Perry Como, Mardoni, Marjorie 
Daye, 3 Freshmen; ‘Tragedy at Mid- 
night’ (Rep). 





The Ted Weems orchestra, iong a 
local favorite, remains a top-ranking 
outfit for boxoffice as well as enter- 
tainment. For business is good here 
currently, and the orchestra and 
show are pleasing for anybody’s 
audience. 

Weems handles himself, the band 
the show nicely. Band looks 
well and provides plenty of good 
popular music. Perry Como really 
sends ’em with his vocalizing. Same 
goes for Elmo Tanner who doubles 
from the bandstand for his whistling 
bit, which has been standard in the 
Weems setup for years. 

Glorianna has a nice voice but not 
much showmanship. She comes up 
with some semi-classicals and indi- 
cates an optimistic vocal future. 
Other femme on the bill is Marjorie 
Daye, who scored easily with this 
mob on her acrobatic dance stuff. 
Makes fine appearance and has ex- 
cellent wardrobe. 

Comedy magic is sold smartly by 
Mardoni, who has a fine flair for 
lowdown comedy of this sort and 
kept the customers in high spirits 
throughout. He can play anywhere. 
Three Freshmen are acros with an 
assortment of standard prattfalls 
mixed with good pyramid work and 
balancing. Solid act throughout and 
went across well. 

Biz fine at last show Friday (6), 

Gold 


Majestic, San Antonio 








San_Antonio, March 7. 
Wayne King Orch (12): Barry Sis- 
ters (3), Joe and Jane McKen 
ew ‘International Squadron 
\ . 





Headed by Wayne King’s orches- 
tra, this revue is fast-moving and 
plenty entertaining. Excellent stag- 
ing and a neat supporting cast 
presage excellent biz here and at 
other Interstate houses for which it’s 
been booked. 

Entire show is built around the 
maestro and the orchestra’s sock 
waltz tempoes. 

Criss Cross, ventriloquist, turns in 
a fine performance with a cowboy 
dummy. Joe and Jane McKenna 
turn in a knockabout comedy routine 
for plenty laughs and applause. Jane 
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turns in a nice bit of comedy war- 
bling in ‘Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love’ and McKenna’s stew is 
also click. The Three Barry Sisters 
harmonizing—goes over. Nice job as 
m.c. is turned in by King. He’s heard 
in several neat — solos as 
well as vocalizing well. 

Excellent lighting for the show. 

Standing room as well as a long 
line in front of the theatre at ta 
show opening day. Andy. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





The newsreels again this week 
offer a buoyant, roseate picture of 
the war. The grim and grisly side 
intrudes but once, in some very brief 
glimpses of dead Nazi soldiers on the 
Russian front (Paramount). Thus 
newspapers and radio may produce 
a sense of grave misgiving, but there 
are the newsreels for surcease from 
lowered spirits. ; 

American doughboys are on parade 
in Ireland (Par). An RAF squadron 
tees off for a raid on the French 
coast (Fox). Congressman Dies re- 
calls how his committee once came 
in possession of a map that showed 
that the Japs had heinous designs on 
the United States (Universal). A 
cavalry troop somewhere in the 
northwest demonstrates how this 
arm of the service has been mobil- 
ized for reconnaisance (Pathe). 
Flying fortresses off Hawaii main- 
tain guard over passing American 
convoys (Par). - 

Infiltruting this tepid, serene re- 
cital of an entire world at war are 
but a couple untoward rer.inders of 
what we ourselves are up against 
and of the sort of bad licks we are 
taking. One is a picture. of a tor- 
pedoed tanker aflame off the Jersey 
coast, with 41 of the tanker’s crew 
missing (U), and another shows a 
flash of what had been the destroyer 
Jacob Jones and the arrival of her 
11 survivors. 

Only touch of newsreel enterprise 
evinced in the @ntire runoff comes 
from Pathe. Private Joseph Lock- 
hard had received promotion and a 
citation for being on the alert at his 
airplane detector post on Hickam 
Field, Hawaii, Dec. 7 and the 
cameraman reports a visit to his 
family in the States and the sound- 
track tells of the pride that his girl 
got out th: youth’s recognition. 

Donald A. Nelson and Henry A. 
Morgenthau, Jr., bring messages that 
seek to cut deeply inte the conscious- 
ness of the civilian front. From 
Nelson come the highlights of his 
March 2 broadcast, in which he 
warned war industry workers that 
they must give their utmost before 
it is too late, while the secretary of . 
the treasury, repeating a statement - 
that he had made to a congressional 
committee, forecasts severe new 
taxes and reminds his audience that 
it is cheaper to win than lose. 

Odec. 





Unit Review 








MEET THE GIRLS 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 





Charlotte, N. C., March 7. 
The Hartzells (2), Jerry Twins, 
Eddie Jacobson, Michelle, Mary 
Vader, Pagano Girls (8), Evans Mor- 
gan Band (5); ‘Treat ’Em Rough’ 
(UV). 





Just as the title implies, the accent 
is on the femmes in ‘Meet the Girls.’ 
The Pagano girls are one of the best- 
trained lines seen here in some time 
and step through some elaborate and 
nifty routines for heavy plaudits. 

Michelle does a semi-nude dance 
which though deftly executed, is 
somewhat out of place in the Indian 
setting. Mary Vaden, drum major- 
ette, follows with a fast acro that is 
plenty good, The Hartzells are okay 
in a vocal turn, and though their 
voices and deportment belong to the 
concert stage, they even wow the 
balcony brats with their nifty piping 
of the semi-classics. Hartzell has a 
rich, vibrant tenor, while the gal 
kicks the high notes around with a 
a soprano. Heavy plaudits for 

is. 

After getting off to a slow start due 
to silly patter, Jerry Lawton, jug- 
gler, winds up for a wow finish. He 
specializes in juggling tennis balls, 
using knees and toes in keeping balls 
going. His best bits are bouncing 
balls on drum, for drum solo effect, 
and juggling iron balls and catching 
them on back of neck. 

The Perry Twins are pleasing in a 
terp turn which, despite their pleas- 
ing personalities, is not improved by 
their gags and zany radio impersonae 
tions. Their best offering is a bur- 
lesk bubble number in which the 
boys give with some deft satire for 
strong plaudits. They wind up with 
a tap dance boxing match that is so- 
so. Eddie Jacobson, who opens, is 
pleasing in a standard acro act in 
which he contributes some nifty bal- 
ancing and muscle co-ordination. 


Evans Morgan’, cKs, up 
nicely from rif. , / 
Good house 8 #h 4 4 
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Cornell, $12,500, Clicks 
In Cleve. Despite Notices 


Cleveland, March 10. 
Katharine Cornell’s drawing power 


50 LEGITIMATE 


All Bway Legits in Moderate Drop; 
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Fun’, $37,000, ‘Face It’, 306, ‘Banjo, 


$79 000, All Feel Income Tax Time 





Attendance dropped as anticipated 
last week but the declines were not 


as much as first indicated because e : 7 21 Maurice Evans’ roduction of Last night (Mon.) the Blackstone ; 
weekend business was very strong. In St. Louis Repeat aeeepet ST ‘Macbeth’ rang up  ppronimately got its first show of the season, the : 
No new shows last week and only 


one (a revival) this week. There 
were two closings, which were ex- 
pected. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drqma), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (13th week) 
(D-789: $3.30). No show om list was | 
capacity last week; not much off here, | 
with the gross approaching $13,000 | 
level. 





| wi , : four shows of the local engagement. ; 
‘arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton | with the house scaled to $2.20. Philly may have had its booking | week included Rochester = Hart-| Proportion to the space the show 
(60th bap owed (CD-838; eos —_ | deficiencies during the early part of | ford, and week’s gross was rated oa if gf Ae Rng AH — associated 
held up better than most others and | : é Ae eta close to $30,000. ’ ,000. E 
quoted over $13,500; still one of the | ‘CANDLE.’ $23 500 HOT the legit season, but indications are ‘Panama Hattie, Erlanger (7th E 
shows in top ~_.. . art ? ’ ’ that there will be no pr are from week) (1,400: $3.30). Powerful, but 
‘Banjo Eyes, tollywood ‘i. now until May’s warm weather. must leave Saturday (14). Solid at : 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Right up with NEW DETROIT ENTRY sllcgg: aoe get oc CLEVE. HANNA JOINING | s20%od 
sical leaders and over weeK- yrs ; : : anes. 
pan gg en are standees; bettered good, considering such factors as in- The Corn Is Green,’ Harris (7th 


$29,000, which is real coin in present 
going. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
(23d week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Dropped 


Barrymore | 


‘Blithe Spirit,” Morosco (18th week) 
(CD-936: $3.30). Went off with the 
field last week, when the gross was 
slightly over $15,000; one of season's 
standouts; should play into summer. 

‘Cafe Crown,’ Cort (6th week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Eased off to around 
$9,000; going along to an operating 
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‘Hellz’ Fine $22,000 





St. Louis, March 10. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ was profitable in its 
second visit this season, and one- 
week stand at the American last 
week at $3.36 top got estimated 
$22,000 for eight performances. Billy 
House and Eddie Garr continue to 
draw posies from the crix. Piece 
garnered approximately $33,000 for 
10 performances last November. 

‘Angel Street’ opene? Sunday (8), 








Detroit, March 10. 
‘Candle .n the Wind’ came through 
with great biz in its six-day, eight 
performance, stay at the Cass last 


level because of the guild sub- 
scription, Helen Hayes also tucked 
in an added matinee as a benefit for 
the Actors Fund. Latter grossed 
$2,542. 

The play was followed in by 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ making its third ap- 
pearance here in 15 months and set 





neutralized indifferent notices about 
her new play, ‘Rose Burke,’ which 
| rolled up an estimated $12,500, very 
satisfactory, in four performances at 
$3 top at the Hanna last week. About 
80% of seats were sold in advance. 
Including an engagement in Indian- 
apolis the week grossed close to 
$18,000. 

‘Panama Hattie’ comes March 16; 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ April 14; 





‘RHINE’ FINE 
$21,500, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 10. 





come tax, Lent, weather, war, etc. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Forrest (11th and 


Caesar’s ‘My Dear Public’ in next 
Monday (16). 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Locust (2nd 
and last week) (1,500; $3.42). One of 
season’s biggest drama offerings as 
far as-b.o: is concerned; $21,500 last 
week. ‘Macbeth’ in this week only. 


By Mary Boland’s Absence, $12,000 








‘Macbeth’ $10,500 in Buff. 
Webster Vice Anderson 


Buffalo, March 10. 





$11,700 here last week. Gross rep- 
resented capacity and overflow in 
four performances at $3.30 top at the 
Erlanger. 

When Judith Anderson was stricken 
with laryngitis on the arrival of 
‘Macbeth’ here, Margaret Webster, 
director, flew in from N. Y. to take 
over the part of Lady Macbeth. Miss 
Webster arrived at the airport three 
hours before the opening curtain 
and continued in the role for the 





GUILD’S ATS SETUP 





Cleveland, “March 10. 


sult of a deal closed last week by 
Warren P. Munsell of the Guild and 
Carl Hanna, owner of Cleveland's 
sole legit stand. 

Milton Krantz, co-operating with 
Playgoers, Inc., drama-sponsors, has 
been working on the deal ever since 


Chicago, March 10. 
One more week for ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ ‘The Corn Is Green’ and ‘The 
Rivals.’ Coming into the Erlanger is 
‘Candle in the Wind’; the Harris gets 
‘Angel Street,’ but the Grand will 
have to wait for a show. 


house management bringing in ‘Papa 
I: All’ for a return engagement. 
Show played here for a fortnight 
earlier in the season, and drew both 
fine press and business, but went to 
New York, where it flopped. If the 
show makes good here it will upset 
the tradition of ‘they never come 
back.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (3d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dipped sharply, get- 
ting practically no press support in 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Pulling out 
Saturday (14), although capacity last 
week at $16,500 and will do an extra 
matinee this week to take care of 


under American Theatre Society- 
Theatre Guild subscription, and the 
ae ry ducats are holding up the 
wicket. Got bad breaks in departure 
of Mary Boland from cast. About 
$12,000, which is mostly subscription 
coin. 





; ° , i final week) (1,800; $3.42). Sudden| New york Theatre Guild will add |50me of the demand. 

' or7.000; should. Sevida" tate ead addition to ‘the sight perlerzannene, — ~ ra ee See the Hanna to its list of houses on its| “The Rivals,’ Grand (Ist week) ; 
t profit at the figure. scaled at slightly below the regular iar beta at he $22,000. Irving | Subscription roster next year as re- (1,300; $2.75). In for two weeks 
t 


ee 








fit d should stick through | for two-week stay. ‘Claudia’ and ‘My Sister Eileen’ : , ; 
spring. booked next. Hanna early this seasons A’min. | ‘ROAD’ BIG $14,000 | 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth | P ’ ‘Native Son,” Walnut (2d week) | mum of six shows are being prom- ’ , 
(2d week) (CD-1.057; $3.30). Has fair | ‘Angel $8:000 Not (1.760; $150). Reported - $8,000;| ea ae we Gund chick ueeea be : 
chance to make the grade; went well | g ’ ’ ’ enough to warrant holcing show for | 'S y the Guild, which passed by 


over $8,500 and should pick up after 
this week. 

‘Heart of a City,’ Miller. Audi- 
ences liked novel war. play, but not 
enough people attended; closed Sat- 
urday after playing four weeks. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (18th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Around $15,- | 


Very Good in Cincy 


Cincinnati, March 10. 
‘Angel Street’ disappointed at the 
Cox last week, fetching less than 
$8,000 in nine performances at $2.75 





third week, especially with competish 
| lighter this week. 


3 TALENT UNIONS 
NIX SEMI-PRO REVUE 








Cleveland up to now. The Playgo- 
ers, Inc., who have been buying sub- 
scriptions for a certain number of 
plays for the last two years, will 
form the nucleus of the Guild’s lo- 
cal subscription list. Lloyd Hunter 
is resigning as group’s president this 


IN 8TH PITT VISIT 


Pittsburgh, March 10. 
Playing its eighth engagement at 
Nixon last week, ‘Tobacco Road,’ at 
$1.50 top, was excellent with esti- 
mated $14,000, though hurt by snow- 


000, which is fair money; is slated | top. Notices were excellent. week, after a series of differences | , _ hin noe teem -affic > 
to move to 44th Street after another; Sylvia Sidney dropped out of the over the theatre’s policy. nari Wg sieshaspeccxptigs soresaboots 
two weeks. Saturday (7) matinee and night - ep 


Chicago, March 10. 





While considerably 


, below show’s 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (re-| show due to an attack of appendi- oenin tiie ney ey ph hea F 
sumed engagement) (67th week) (R- | citis, for which she underwent treat- ‘American Sideshow,’ semi-profes- C t R d Sh al pit nan oe wane Fee 3 
3,026; $1.65). Unpredictable ice revue |ment in a private hospital. Miss|sional revue locally produced by urren 0a Ows better than $19 000, tally represented 
may run into another summer; un-| Sidney left with the troupe that | charles K. Freeman, closed last week a it fo 


der the holiday pace last week, but 


night for St. Louis, where she ex- 


plenty of profit for both sides and 


. i ivi Y ;, when the , indicates end is still nowhere in 
; Sages , t in the Civic after twe days, when t (March 11-21) in < 

= ee be ST eee ba ae fa three performer unions pulled their tm ae aac : sight, locally at any rate, for the 
1 094: $3 aa)” sind et voles and aiken th oe ks tame members. ~ “alt - + 7 d Co.)—American, | saga of Jeeter Lester. Attendance 
@ ° » ° : . =} o ° rris = , an . e ° on » 
two-for-ones; further cast changes| _ Biz slump also was evident for the | Equity was the first to oppose the Pratt et ola Lace’ (2d C ee aa yy Boe gyrate +: andy pred 
has Lee Cobb replacing George | Feb. 26-28 engagement of Katharine | show for its failure to go completely “ “4 ara be : = oa Bes 


McCready and Helen Beverly taking 
over from Helen Walker; rated over 


Cornell in ‘Rose Burke’ in the Cox 
at $3.30 top. Take was estimated at 





union, and asked both the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 


Erlanger, Atlanta (11); Bijou, Chat- 
tanooga (12); Ryman Aud., Nashville 


dees aplenty. 





$5.000. under $9,500. Reviews were bad. a ; ‘+. | (13); Mem. Aud., Louisville (14); | ¢ p 

‘Junior Miss, Lyceum (16th week) American Federation of Radio Artists Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (16): Eng. Purchase 23 000 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Was an exception | , to cooperate. Both AFRA and AGVA lish, Indianapolis (17-18): Hartman ’ ’ ’ 
last week and held to form better Good Night Ladies’ ar orders te its members to leave Columbus, O. (19-21). ; Bi in Ist Hub Wk 
than other straight plays; quoted . : ’ e show. shin as in ‘Blithe Spirit’ (2d. Co.)—Selwyn, g a 
close to $17,000, Nifty $8,700 in Frisco| Show met uniformly poor notices. | (,; (11-21) J weticy 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- ’ ; -21). 


sumed) (47th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). 
Slipped to around $18,000: going out 





San Francisco, March 10. 
‘Good Night Ladies,’ at the Curran, 











Port- 
land, Ore. (11-12); Capitol, Salt Lake 


‘Blossom Time’—Mayfair, 


; Boston, March 10. 
‘Louisiana Purchase’ was unop- 


‘ts ? 
on limited tour late next month, giv-| pulled nifty trade for estimated Eileen Fine $1 1,500 City (14); Univ. of Wyoming, Lara- | Posed here last week and tallied esti- 
= soenanpant six weeks more | as last wick. = P ’ 'mie (16); Broadway, Denver (17- sg Re rend ee ¥ rr ae 
on Broadway. was mostly window sale, | L A: R ll 4700 . Cte ~ : = pings | its initial stanza. ‘Life, Laughter anc 

‘Let’s Face It.’ Imperial (19th week) — a Nn o Shey a y 9 ri ae Free P ree Springs Tears’ was also slated to open here 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Was affected, but ° ° v7) iy UG. £ US 0, Col. (21), last week, but was postponed and 
figures to come back; estimated The Robins Sing cas ‘hieiien Sees 6 ra, ve Phage “case then withdrawn because of Eddie 
around $30.000 for sock musical. ‘ Ss, . ayton (11); Ta ud., Cincy (12- wling’s illness. 

‘Life with Father.’ Empire (121st —_—— ‘My Sister Eileen’ is bristting at | 14); Erlanger, Chi. (16-21), ‘My Dear Public,’ new Irving 
week) (CD-1,082: $3.30). Held uo} Milton Stiefel will reopen his the Biltmore, tabbing estimated slick ‘Claudia’ (N.Y. Co.)—Nixon, Pitt, | Caeser musical, came in Monday (9) 
fairly well. with the gross rated well| tyoryton (Conn.) vlavhouse « $11,500 in third week to approximate | (11-14): Locust, Philly (16-21) and ‘Hellzapoppin’ opens up a run 
over $12,000; aimed into another|,.-°. mm) Prayhouse some | takes of initial two stanzas. Run has | © «cq, udia’ (2d Co.)—Shrine Aug. | tonight, (Tuesday). “Watch on_ the 
sornmee. | time in June. It will be the 13th|been extended to at least eight vehigsy uc., | Rhine’ is scheduled here March 16. 


‘My Sister Eileen’ Biltmore (63d | 
week) (CD-891: $3.30). Another com- 
edy that is indicated to last into 


season for the strawhat. 
Producer recently returned from 
a Florida vacation. 








weeks, and piece has chance of stay- 
ing 10. In any case, it’s a cinch to 
break long run cf Biltmore, held by 





Des Moines (11); Orpheum, Daven- 
port (12); Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
(13-14); American, St. Louis (16-21). 





‘Public’ $7,500 in N. H. 





summer period: drew its recent aver- | ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which ‘Corn Is Green’—Harris, Chi. 
age, being quoted close to $9.500. | — off six and a half weeks sev- | (11-14); Parkway, Madison, Wis. 
‘Sons o’ Fun.’ Winter Garden (14th | | €ral years ago. (16); Coronado, Rockford, Ill. (17): : 
week) (R-1.519: $4.40). Off for first | Camouflagers Hollywood Playhouse, on first Davidson, Milwaukee (18-21) ’ “near ca ee ane “ : 
time, but gross not materially dented | week of ‘Rally ‘Round the Girls, J sica y Dear Public 

















reeken a 4 . re — i y smé ‘Hellzapoppin’ (N.Y. Co.)—Ma-/|fell below expectations. Reviews 

hy ~ was jammed; rated | (sContinued from page 1 Tete Uae ean ee jestic, Boston (11-21). were friendly, oo word-of-mouth 
‘Sprine Avrain” Plavhouse (17th | Army officers are also assisting un-| UP $4,200 for slight profit. Scaled up ‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—Cass. De- was mixed. Take was estimated 

week) (CD-865: $3.30). Making a run | officially. ~ sl. house —— to catch — troit (11-21). stage Ree = os at $3.30 top for 
of it to the surprise of some predic-| Group is called the Ca age So-| Weekend coin with Saturday mid- ‘Junior Miss’ (USO)—Camp Clai- } GROWS Xone). ass 
tors: turning a weekly profit; nearly | ciety az Professional anni, Aa | night show to replace Monday night | borne, La. (12-14); Camp Pome Pe grec ed “ea oe Mad 
+0500. This Roof," Windsor. Yanked | U®it 1, with a membership including eS ee os ea ston, La. (16-18); Camp Robinson, | legit booking coming along. Dicker- 
duhocteg site aun: Boris Aronson, Bradford Ashworth, Ark. (19-21), ing for a couple of tryouts, but 
3 se oem x Lemuel Ayers, Robert Barnhardt,| 6 ? ° ‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Met, | nothing set. 

Revivals Stewart Chaney, Adrian Cracraft, Blossom 14G in Seattle Seattle (11-14); Royal Victoria, Vic- 
‘cn ae tey Pread be Chae | Manuel Esman, Frederick Fox, Philip > Pe) eee toria, B. C. (16-17): Strand. Van- os 
Crawford and Richard Krakuer: | Gon” sah ctl Pee a tr Seattle, March 10. couver (18-19); Temple, Tacoma Knox, Ky. (14-18); Chanute Field, 
written by Sir James Barrie; opened orelik, Harry Horner, Carl Kent, (20-21). Ill. (20); Ft. Sheridan, Ill. (21). 


yesterday (Tuesday). 





David Langworthy, Johannes Lars- 


‘Blossom Time,’ with Everett Mar- 





‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Plaza. 


‘Panama  Hattie’—Erlanger, Chi. 


ze ‘ shall, marked up swell bi t the ; ; 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (7th |Sen, Tom Lee, Samuel Leve, Jo} ier onolitan, 1,500-seater, a $2.93 | £1 Paso (12); Rialto, Tucson (14); | (11-14); Hanna, Cleveland (16-21). 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Another ex- | Mielziner, Donald Oenslager and |i) jast week (4-8) Orpheum, Phoenix (16); Music Hall,| ‘Papa Is All’—Blackstone, Chi. 
ception last week and held to great | Howard Wisler. It's expected that Two matinees and the five night | Long Beach, Cal. (18-19); Russ Aud., | (11-21). 
ere yee der yy + dia matinee; | other units will be formed in New | performances garnered estimated | San Diego (20-21). ‘Rally ’Round the Girls’—Play- 
Gilbert and Sullivan, St. James yi a penta us — ‘Moulsions . Purchase’ — Shubert, | house, Hollywood (11-21). 4 
(7th week) (1,520; $2.20). Slated to| Besides attending classes, the Poston (11-21). ‘Rivals’—Grand Opera House, Chi. 


finale at this 
grosser, but some profit; $11,000 esti- 


weekend: moderate | 


scenic designers are also working 


| with models and otherwise familiar- 


‘Arsenic’ 414,G, Memphis 


‘Macbeth’—Locust, Philly (11-14); 
Ford’s, Baltimore (16-21), 


(11-14); Grand Opera House, Boston 
(16-21). 


mated. izing themselves with camouflage ‘My Dear Public’—Colonial, Bos-| ‘Rose B , 
a oa ; ; M s, " ’ se urke’—Erlanger, Buffalo 
Added | methods for military and industrial Touring cuciaamatten eaeio ane ton ((11-14); Forrest, Philly (16-21).| (11); Royal Alexandra, Toronto 
‘Priorities of 1942, 46th St. (1,347;| Purposes. Five of the men hadjojg Lace’ grossed so-so $4,500 in|- ‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Bilt- | (12-14), 


$2.20). Vaudeville presented by Clif- 
ford C. Fischer and the Shuberts;: 
twice daily and three times Sunday; 
starts Thursday (12). 

‘Of V We Sing,’ Concert (R-781: 
$1.65). Started as semi-professional 
attraction but now on eight-perform- 
ance weekly basis; house on 58th 
street formerly the John Golden. 


camouflage training in the last war 
and three others served in the army, 
though not in camouflage activity. 
It is believed this is the first time 
stage designers have participated in 
camouflage work. It has previously 


been done chiefly by architects and 
artists. 





three performances last week (4-5) 
at Ellis Auditorium. At Denver the 
comedy cleaned up with takings close 
to $18,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ with Billy House 
and Eddie Garr playing return stand 
after being here previous spring, did 
$6,100 in same number of shows the 
weekend before. 








more, L. A. (11-21). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Na- 
tional, Wash. (11-14); Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (16-21). 

‘Native Son’ — Walnut, 
(11-21). 

‘Out of the Frying Pan’ (USO)— 


Philly 








Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. (11-12); Ft. 


‘Tobacco Read’—Plymouth, Bos- 
ton (11-21). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Bushnell 
Aud., Hartford (11); Shubert, New 
— (12-14); Colonial, Boston (16- 
21). 

’ ‘Without Love’—Ford’s, Balto (11- 
14); National, Wash. (16-21), 
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Guild Files Charges 


Against ‘Ailing’ 


Mary Boland tor Walkout on Rivals 





vv 


Chicago, March 10. 


Mary Boland abruptly quit ‘The 
Rivals’ at the Grand Opera House 
after last Tuesday night’s (3) per- 
formance. Allegedly ill, she trained 
for the Coast Thursday (5). 

Rosalind Ivan, understudy, is tem- 
porarily playing Miss Boland’s role. 





Charges have been filed against 
Mary Boland with Equity by the 
Theatre Guild, which revived “The 
Rivals,’ on the grounds that she vio- 
lated her contract by walking out 
after the second performance in Chi- 
cago. Reported that the actress re- 
fused to see a doctor assigned by 
the management to examine her, nor 
a physician named by Equity. She 
did, however, present a_ doctor’s 
certificate signed by a medico chosen 
by herself. indicating she had chronic 
bronchitis and sinusitis, but declined 
to see Frank Dare, Equity’s repre- 
sentative in Chicago. That refusal 
caused her suspension for four 
weeks. This is the third time she 
made sudden exits from shows, 
dropping out of ‘Face the Music,’ 
New Amsterdam, N. Y. (1932) and 
‘jubilee,’ Imperial (1936). 

Already Suspended 


If sustained, the charges may re- 
sult in further suspension, with Miss 
Boland already barred from ap- 
pearances on the stage or any other 
field of amusements. It is the 
first instance in which a name artist 
would be so disciplined. When the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America was reorganized several 
years ago, an interchangeable ar- 
rangement was agreed upon, so that 
if a member of any affiliate in the 
Four A’s is suspended the other or- 
ganizations are bound to similarly 
suspend. 

Guild has no intention of closing 
‘The Rivals’ immediately. When 
playing dates prior to Broadway Miss 
Boland was also indisposed, and Eva 
Le Gallienne, who staged the show, 
stepped into the part. Guild sought 
Miss Le Gallienne immediately upon 
Miss Boland’s withdrawal but it was 
discovered that she had just left a 
hospital after an attack of pneu- 
monia. 

Margaret Anglin Replaces 

Margaret Anglin has emerged from 
retirement to keep ‘The Rivals’ go- 
ing, ste. ping into the part of Mrs. 
Malaprop, -‘-which was_ suddenly 
vacated by Miss Boland. An under- 
study had taken over when Miss 

(Continued on page 55) 


EQUITY AGAIN WARY 
OF CO-OP VENTURES 


Equity is getting wary of new ex- 
perimental or semi - cooperative 











groups creeping into the New York 
theatrical district contrary to its 
policy, which is opposed to such ven- 
tures because the actor almost in- 
variably gets the worst of it. Ordi- | 
narily Equity has not interfered | 
with such shows if not in competi- | 
tion with Broadway, either in price | 
of admission or place of perform- 
ance. sually such shows are given 
in little theatres or hotel audito- | 
riums, 





Lately, however, several independ- | 
ent groups have been formed, mae 
ably encouraged by ‘Of V We Sing,’ 
a semi-pro outfit which graduated | 
from tiny houses to the former 
Golden on 58th street, now called 
the Concert theatre. Revue played 
five performances weekly from Wed- 
nesday to Sunday, but starting this 


week is on a regular legit basis, 
complying with the arrangement 
with Equity that, after a trial pe- 
riod, amateurs in the company join 


the association and receive at least 
the Equity minimum of $50 weekly. 
Show continues its scale of $1.65 
top. 

; Also on a five-night weekly basis 
is ‘Johnny Doodle,’ a musical play 
claimed jo have a professional cast 
and opening tonight (Wed.) at the 
Popular theatre on west 57th street. 
Spot is a former Y.M.C.A. clubhouse 
and is also known as the Blackfriars 
theatre when used by a Catholic 
drama group using that name. An- 
other little revue starting is ‘It’s 
Abcut Time,’ to be given at the 
Barbizon Plaza hotel at the end of 
the month. 

The Experimental Theatre is nomi- 
nated as the sole outfit for show- 





ings of that nature, but ET is not 
active this season. 


18 Angels Plunging 


Hollywood, March 10. 
Eighteen angels, ehiefly screen 
writers, who bankrolled the stage 


play, ‘Gaslight,’ before it moved to 
New York as ‘Angel Street,’ are using 
their Broadway profits to form Gas- 
light Productions, a company de- 
signed to back or produce aspiring 
legit shows, locally or in the east. 
Hollywood shareholders, who own 
75% of ‘Angel Street,’ figure to split 
a total of $200,000 by the end of the 
season, Part of this amount will be 
gambled on new productions. 


EQUITY COUNCIL 
VS. AGCYS. IN 
ADVANCE 


It was in the bag against the legit 
casting agents when Equity last 
week turned down their application 
for a basic agreement for the second 
time. Four members of the council 
who favored a trial pact for one 
year did not attend the session. Also 


absent was one of the committee of 
three which recommended the grant. 
Still another changed his mind, with 
the result that only one vote for the 
agents was registered. 


Council, however, ducked the issue 
of naming a deadline when the 
agents must pay the annual fee of 
$25 each. Ruled that matter be taken 
up at another time, when it is likely 
that the casters will be advised to 
pay or else. There are 35 agents 
with Equity permits, 32 being more 
or less active, and to date only nine 
have remitted the fee to Equity, 
three having been recently licensed. 


Immediately after the council dis- 
posed of the proposal, a letter to the 
agents already prepared was read, 
starting with the edict: ‘That the 
Equity agency policy be not changed 
by any recommendations i: the com- 
mittee’s report.’ That move was a 
complete surprise to those who 
favored making the concession, with 
the result that criticism of the 
‘steam-rollering’ was voiced. 


Equity assured the agents that 
there will be no increase in the 
annual fee during the current year. 
It told the agents that ‘there is 
nothing in the employmen: situation 
of Equity members in the legitimate 
theatre which warrants anv increase 
(of commissions) w_.atsoever.’ 











Claimed that actors pay agents 
‘somewhere between’ $50,000 and 


$100,000 in commissions annually, the 
wide spread in the amounts indi- 
cating the belief of the council that 
many members are violating the 
rules and paying 10% instead of 5%. 
It was also figured that the managers 
should pay the commissions to the 
casters instead of actors, because 
‘our records will show that there are 
many cases when salaries are in- 
volved where the interests of the 
manager rather than the actor is 
primarily considered.’ 


‘Guest’ B. 0. Big Enough 
For Cast to Get Full Pay 


the House,’ Plymouth, 








‘Guest in 


|N. Y., which most critics thumbed- 


down, is doing much better than the 
reviews indicated. Cast had agreed 
to a 334% salary cut if the gross 
did not exceed $8,000, but business 
considerably topped that figure last 
week and full salaries were paid. 

Cut arrangement covers a two- 
week period, but a new arrange- 
ment has been entered into. Man- 
agement avers it miscalculated and 
at $8,000 an operating loss would be 
sustained. New deal calls for a slice 
if the gross does not reach $9,000 
or more. 

Management guarantees continu- 
ance for at least four weeks under 
the changed agreement, but the pro- 
vision to make up any salary slice 
from possible picture rights money 
has been dropped. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


*Yesterday’s Magic’ (‘The Light 
of Heart’)—Theatre Guild. 


‘What Big Ears’—L. Daniel 
Blank, David Silberman. 


‘The Moon is Down’—Oscar 
Serlin. 


‘Johnny 2x4’—Rowland 
Brown. 











‘New Producers 
Play Important 
Role in N.Y. Legit 


Most of the shows presented by 
newcomers this season on Broadway 
did not make the grade, but the vol- 
ume of people who aspired to man- 
agerial recognition well supports the 
contention that the theatre will sur- 
vive regardless of trends and in- 
creasing handicaps. Some in show 
business have been skeptical because 
the amount of production is away 
under that of former years, 


They argue that if certain show- 
men with reputations for seasonal 
hits retired or expired, legit would 
pass out. It is emphasized that w.k. 
managers of wealth are the key- 
stones of the theatre as is, because 
of willingness to back new shows 
and keep theatres available. But the 
records prove the situation to be 
somewhat different and those with 
the heavy bankroils did not figure in 
financing of the big majority of pro- 
ductions presented this season. 

30 New Showmen 


Around 30 new showmen have fig- 
ured in the season’s output to date. 
Some may have taken a flier and 
are likely not to be active as man- 
agers hereafter, but that does not 
necessarily follow for the others. 
Money for backing from outsiders 
crops up in various ways and people 
who have pieces of successes con- 
tinue as fotential play investors. 
There is quite a flock of them. 


Shows by ‘new’ managers include: 
‘Village Green,’ the Olneys and Felix 
Jacoves; “The More the Merrier,’ 
Norman Pincus, Otto Preminger; 
‘Mr. Big,’ George S. Kaufman and 
associates; ‘Ghost for Sale,’ Alex 
Cohen; ‘Viva O’Brien,’ John Hickey, 
Chester Hale, Clark Robinson; ‘As 
You Like It,’ Ben Boyar, Eugene 
Bryden; ‘High Kickers,’ Alfred 
Bloomingdale, George Jessel; ‘The 
Man With Blonde Hair,’ Frank Ross; 
‘Ring Around Elizabeth,’ Allen Bo- 
retz, William Schorr; ‘Seventh 
Trumpet,’ a religious group; ‘Angel 
Street,’ Shepherd Traube and back- 
ers; ‘Johnny On a Spot,’ John Shu- 
bert; ‘Lady Comes Across,’ George 
Hale, Charles Rogers, Nelson Seabra; 
‘All in Favor,’ Elliott Nugent, Jesse 
Duncan, Robert Montgomery; ‘Guest 
in the House,’ Stephen and Paul 
Ames; ‘Under This Roof,’ Russell 
Lewis, Rita Hassan. 

‘Angel Street’ is the outstander by 
a new manager. However, Olsen 
and Johnson could be included in 
the list, having a goodly share of 
‘Helizapoppin’ and ‘Sons o’ Fun,’ and 
said to be willing to take a flier in 
other shows. 


Dowling Illness Forces 
New Legiter to Postpone 


Premiere on Broadway 











Eddie Dowling’s continued illness 
has forced the postponement of his 
production of ‘Life, Laughter and 
Tears’ on Broadway, at least until 
late this month, if not for the season. 
Actor was described as a trifle better 
at his Bayside, L. L, home yesterday 
(Tuesday), but still bedded with a 
stomach ailment. His appearance on 
the ‘We, the People’ program last 


night on CBS was cancelled for the 
second successive week. 

It’s understood that Dowling has 
been ordered by his physician to take 
a long rest when he is sufficiently re- 
covered from his present illness. He 
is said to be seriously run down from 


the radio program and his USO 
activities. 

Last week’s Boston engagement of 
‘Life, Laughter and Tears’ was can- 
celled. 





overwork on his legit production, | 


N.Y. Theatre Canteen Hosts 1,200 
Servicemen Nightly in First Week; 
Similar Oases iulled Out of Town 





ATW May Distrib Tix 


Some change in the setup whereby 
free tickets for shows, pictures and 
sporting events are distributed to 
non-commissioned men in uniform 
may be effected in New York. Ducats 
are given the men at 99 Park avenue 
by a_ staff appointed by Mayor 
LaGuardia’s committee on recreation 
for soldiers and sailors of which Mrs. 
Julius Ochs Adler and John Golden 
are co-chairmen. 

American Theatre Wing may take 
over supervision of the free ticket 
distribution, it now being felt that 
such a function would be more ef- 
ficient in professional hands. 


PLAYWRIGHTS 
DISSOLUTION 
DENIED 


Report that the Playwrights Co. 
was preparing to dissolve was denied 
at that office this week. Manager- 
writer group of name authors is not 
expected to go into production again 
until the latter part of summer. In 
the interim office expenses will be 
slashed. 

Playwrights produced one play 
this season, ‘Candle in the Wind,’ by 
Maxwell Anderson, in association 
with the Theatre Guild. It also had 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ on tour, 
the Guild also being interested there. 
™obert E. Sherwood, who authored 
‘Night,’ is in government service 
while others in the combination have 
not completed new scripts. 

Playwrights have Sherwood, 
Elmer Rice, Anderson and S. N. 
Behrman in the company. Sidney 
Howard had been a member until his 
death. 


JOE LEBLANG’S ESTATE 
DROPS TIMES SQ. BLDG. 


Estate of the late Joe Leblang has 
let go of the building at the north- 
east corner of Broadway and 42nd 
street, claimed at one time to have 
been the most valuable site in the 
world. Thus the dream of the late 
ticket magnate of a $15,000,000 struc- 
ture combining that spot, formerly 
the Longacre building, and the ad- 
joining Fitzgerald building, razed 
several years ago, has ended, 

The corner property is now called 
the Hillman builfing, renamed by 
Alex L. Hillman, who has publica- 
tion offices there for a group of pulp 
magazines better known outside of 
N. Y. Hillman held the first mort- 
gage on the property. William F 
Jasie, who handles the Leblang es- 
tate’s property, sought better terms 
from Hillman on the ground that the 
building was not being operated at 
a profit. Publisher rejected the pro- 
posal and arrangements for him to 
take title were reported having been 
agreed upon several weeks ago. 
Jasie is the husband of Leblang’s 
widow, Tillie. 

Leblang’s agency and its 
Telegraph adjunct occupy 
| on the first floor and subway 
| level of the building. Originally 
| Leblang’s was quartered in the Fitz- 
|gerald building and was familiarly 
called Gray’s Drug Store, which 
fronted the ticket counter. 
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Kickers’ Moving 


‘High Kickers,’ with George Jessel 
and Sophie Tucker, is now slated to 
move from the Broadhurst, N. Y., to 
the 44th Street. It was originaily 
planned to move across the street to 
the St. James, on the same block, to 
make way for ‘My Dear Public,’ 
|Irving Caesar’s new musical now 
| trying out. 
| ‘Public’ was due next week, but 
will stay out of town until the end 
of the month. When ‘Kickers’ 
switches houses March 36, there will 
probably be a revision of admissions 
prices. 











di 


American Theatre Wing’s Stage 
Door Canteen for soldiers and 
sailors, under the 44th Street theatre, 
N. Y., ‘played’ its first week an as- 
sured success. Popularity among 
the servicemen, mostly of the 
younger element, is_ established. 
Average number of boys entertained 
and given light repasts has been 
1,200 nightly, nearly 1,500 turning up 
during some evenings. 

Manner in which actresses stuck 
on the job on three and four-hour 
shifts, while actors cleared tables, 
is a credit to the profession. Their 
assignments constitute hard work, 
but should turn out a blessing by 
keeping them in good physical con- 
dition. Girls on the dance floor said 
they hadn’t hoofed as much in 
years. Out of town Canteens are 
being considered, one spot offered by 
Lee Shubert being the former Elks 
clubhouse in Boston, while another 
location in Philadelphia is men- 
tioned. 

Donations of food and other edi- 
bles are being received daily and 
taken care of by a day crew of com- 
pany managers and boxoffice men. 
There were some shortages, such as 
milk, and when Eddie Cantor heard 
about it he said he would foot the 
milk bills for as long as the Canteen 
operates, which means a donation of 
$175 weekly, $25 worth being served 
daily. 

That Army Coffee 


A surprise is the preference for 
milk rather than coffee, the boys ex- 
plaining that at the camps a nerve 
soothing ingredient is mixed in the 
java and they don’t want to. be re- 
minded about it. Wing would wel- 
come donations of soft drinks and 
the supply of butter is another prob- 
lem. There was a shortage of sand- 
wiches one session and a phone call 
resulted in 25. being sent at once by 
the Park Centrai hotel. Business 
firms and other hotels, cafes and 
night clubs are contributing, includ- 
ing Sardi’s, the Versailles, Rainbow 
Room, Voison, Marguery, Lombardi, 
but some have asked that they be 
anonymous. 

Irving Berlin contributed a piano, 
and when it was called to his atten- 
tion that the thing was out of tune 
he sent a new one, Nicholas Schenck 
was a visitor, enthused over the 
Canteen and gave a small piano for 
use on the floor for entertainers. 

Entertainment from the leading 
musical shows goes on nightly be- 
tween six and seven o’clock from 
Monday to Friday: ‘Lady in the 
Dark’ (Gertrude Lawrence), Mon- 
day; ‘Best Foot Forward,’ Tuesday; 
‘Sons o’ Fun’ (Olsen and Johnson), 
Wednesday; ‘Let’s Face It’ (Danny 
Kaye), Thursday; ‘Banjo Eyes’ (Ed- 

(Continued on page 53) 


FREE’ INTO ADELPHI; 
EQUITY’S CONCESSION 


‘Fun to Be Free,’ which may get 
a new title as a regularly produced 
revue, which will be for the benefit 
of the Army and Navy relief funds, 
is definitely set for the Adelphi, 
N. Y., house, which will be renamed 
the 54th Street, has been rented for 
$400 weekly. Spot has been a sort 
of weak theatre on Broadway’s list, 
but with the name authors involved 
and probably some name players, it’s 
figured the revue will draw despite 
the location outside the Times 
Square zone. 

©n behalf 
others 








of the authors and 
interested in ‘Free,’ Louis 
Shaffer secured a concession from 
Equity, which will require one 
week’s salary guarantee instead of 
the usual two. He says that stage- 
hands and musicians have exempted 
the show from salary bonds. There 
will be no concession in wage scales, 
however. 

Most of the cast will probably be 
engaged at modest salaries some at 
the minimum, while the leads are 
being asked to make liberal pay re- 


ductions. Players and start of re- 
hearsals were not definite early 
this week. 





Grouch Marx for ‘Free’ 
Holiywood, March 10. 
Groucho Marx is heading east for 
a major role in ‘Fun to Be Free.’ 
Actor shoved off Sunday (8) for 





New York to start rehearsals, 
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Inside Stu 1—Legit 


drama critic of the N. Y. World-Telegram, was 
given an acid once over by the Kansas City Star for his recent lecture 
date there. Unsigned piece in the daily read in part, ‘Using some of the 
better known plays of the last season or so as an axle, John Mason Brow n, 
New York dramatic critic, last night unrolled a long string of witticisms 
and epigrams, most of them tinged with malice, when he spoke before a 
Town Hall lecture audience ot more than 1,000 in the Music Hall. Mr. 
Brown’s manner of speaking is much like that of an actor, but his words 
are definitely those of a dramatic critic, a man who seems happiest when 
he is able to demolish with one apt phrase the work of playwrights and 
actors.’ Article continued with quotes of Brown's opinions and comment 
on various plays and playwrights. 





John Mason Brown, 





The Dinner Stakes, one of the supposedly flossy events at Hialeah, 
Florida, racetrack, last week attracted more than usual attention on 
Broadway when it was noticed that Wise Bob, a longshot winner, was 
entered under the ‘silks’ of F. Ray Comstock. Former showman, who 
was teamed with Morris Gest in legit productions, was never known to 
have had a racing stable and the appearance of Comstock’s name appears 
to have been a stunt. 

Jockey Club rules provide that it can designate or lease a horse for this 
particular event, but the lessee, if winning with his entrant, merely has 
the privilege of buying dinner for the other people who have nags in 
the race. The purse goes to the real owner ,in this instance the Lazare 
stable. 





Always prone to pull gags, Matty Zirnmmerman, of Leblang’s ticket 
agency, devised one to ensure privacy while he was in Doctors Hospital, 
N. Y., for an operation. He sent to Miami Beach for postal cards, ad- 
dressed and wrote messages on ‘em, sent them back to be mailed north 
from there. 

The stunt worked, although those around the agency had a hunch that 
Zimmerman had not gone to Florida. He was discharged from the hos- 
pital late last week. 





‘What Is an American?’, a patriotic skit written by Philip Dunning and 
Hal Borland, was played by members of the speakers’ bureau, American 
Theatre Wing, at the Manhattan Center, N. Y., Thursday (5). Occasion 
was a victory rally under auspices of B'nai Brith for the sale of defense 
bonds. 

‘A Very Nice Dinner,’ by Patricia Ccltlinge. was shown similarly last 
week and for the same purpose at the St. George hotel, Brooklyn. 





Richard Huey is the only coiored casting agent licensed by Equity and 
it was believed that he picked a commission plum by getting jobs for the 
cast and ensemble in ‘Porgy and Bess’ (Majestic, N.Y.). Understood, how- 
ever, that nearly the entire cast was engaged direct by the management, 
as when the show was presented in Maplewood, N. J., in the fall. Cast, 
with but two exceptions, is the same as when the George Gershwin show 
was originally produced in 1935. 





Joey Keith of the Leblang ticket agency left the Hospital For Joint 
Diseases, N. Y., late last week, but will be under strict medical care at his 
home. Patient has been ill for four months with a complaint that baffled 
physicians for some time. He was originally under treatment at the Jersey 
City Medical Center, being transferred to the New York hospital about 
five weeks ago. 





Bill Fields’ plans for a vacation have been set back and he will remain 
as publicist for ‘Candle in the Wind.’ Francis Robinson, who was to have 
followed him as agent for the Helen Hayes show, was called in the draft 
and passed his physical. 

Phil Stevenson was then selected for the ‘Candle’ assignment, but is ill, 
so Fields decided to stick, for a time at least. 
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FOR THEM KIND WorDS | WITHOUT LOVE 
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just about long enough to rob it of a 
second act. Essentially, however, 
| ‘Without Love’ is comedy; it boasts 
ja first and third that 


b egit P | taking the ‘profundity’ out of ‘With- 
rervific | g een that done out Love,’ Philip Barry and Katha- 
years as aman for rine Hepburn will have done it 

Lac Free oe again. Only this time you can add 
by ssel’s Hig the name of Elliott Nugent to a tri- | 
George Je |} umvirate that looks set for a solid | 

‘ 99 run. 

Kickers: | Unfortunately for the play in its 
ftps form, Barry is ‘profound’ 


~ 
ow 4 
sath LAUGH MONT 


act combine 
sparkling, adult wit, refreshing 
dialog, some delightful comedy of 


the screwbal] variety, a tender sec- 
‘ ond-act curtain love scene that will 
panic the femme trade, and a Hep- 
- burn that spans the gamut. The 
Theatre Guild has mounted the pro- 
duction tastefully, it enjcys a su- 
perior Robert Edmond Jones setting 
and is topped by one of Robert B. 
Sinclair’s first-class staging jobs. 
Even in its present far-from-perfect 
state it can hardly miss. 

For Barry to grow concerned over 
the state of affairs between Britain 
and Free Ireland, as he does for too 
long a stretch in ‘Love,’ is definitely 
not his metier. It is in a united 
Britain and Ireland that he sees the 
makings of a lasting and universal 
peace. He.uses the thesis as a 
springboard for his play. but before 
the inevitable third-act analogy is 
drawn between the  protagonist’s 
stirring plea for a brotherhood-of- 
nations and his own precarious 














“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER’ 
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Sy The Theatre Guild presents new comedy 
>= } by Philip Barry; features Katharine Hep- 
a } burn and Elliott Nugent, Staged by Robert 
B. Sinclair, with getting designed by Robert 


marital relationship, m ch of the 
action is permitted to lag. 

Miss Hepburn portrays the role of 
Jamie Coe Rowan, whose father, an 
U. S. Senator, was one of the na- 
tion’s key men on foreign affairs. 
Into her Washington: home, where 
ish. prefers to live alone and em- 
bittered because a tragic death 
robbed her of her husband after two 
years of happiness, comes by chance 
Patrick Jamieson (Nugent), back in 
America after 12 years of schooling 
|in diplomacy abroad as the son of 
'a U.S. envoy. He, too, has a ‘ghost 
| to bury; for exactly opposite -easons 
he wants no truck with love be- 
cause an ex-flame took a run-out 
powder on him. This is the dis- 
illusioned young man who has come 
to Washington bent on convincing 
the State Department that it is in the 
interest of- world peace to unite 
Britain and Ireland. 

In one of the play’s most delight- 
ful scenes the two decide to get 
hitched on a pure basis of compan- 
ionship. It is in their struggle to 
keep buried their respective ‘ghosts’ 
that the play’s complications arise, 
culminating in the far-fetched po- 
litical analogy and the final clinch. 

Miss Hepburn has a field day. The 
playing of Nugent, however, is in 
the same metier. 

J. M. Kerrigan, Audrey Christie 
and Don Briggs are outstanding in 
supporting roles, while Robert Chis- 
holm, Barry Thomson and Leonard 
Mudie also lend a capable assist. 

Rosen. 


MY DEAR PUBLIC 


New Haven, March 5. 

Musical comedy in two acts, 19 scenes, by 
Irving Caesar and Charles Gottesfeld. 
Music and lyrics by Caesar, Sam Lerner 
and Gerald Marks, with additional music 
by Irma Hollander and The Revuers; set- 
tings, Albert Johnson: costumes, Lucinda 
Ballard; dances, Carl Randall; book staged 
by Joseph Pevney; orchestrations, Hans 
Spialek, Don Walker and Ted Royal; con- 
ductor, Gene Salzer. Show features Mitzi 
Green, John Buckmaster, Tamara, Joe 
Smith, Charlies Daie, Cora Wii 
Presented by Irving Caesar at the Shubert, 
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Irving Caesar’s initial production 
effort finds itself in a similar pre- 
dicament to that experienced by 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ which 
preemed here earlier in the season. 
Meaning that the show has a wealth 
of talent, but will require time and 
utmost skill in cultivating it into a 
click show. Reaction to opening per- 
formance was that a lot of talent was 
going to waste through lack of sock 
material. Joseph Pevney’s staging of 
the book is creditable within the 
limits of the material. 

Show has about 40 minutes to cut, 
and the surgery 
determine its chances. 

Authors start off with an interest- 
ling idea that involves the film tech- 
| nique of taking the audience through 
the rehearsal stages of a revue and 
climaxing by putting on the show it- 
self in the tag end of the production. 
| Topping the cast is Mitzi Green, 
who figures in seven songs. Her ace 
pep number is ‘Feet on the Side- 
walk,’ which should go places. For 
a romantic ditty she duets ‘Our Pri- 
vate Love Song,’ which gets across 
nicely. She is attractively gowned 
and presents a handsome appearance. 
John Buckmaster is fittingly cast as 
the poet and he sells himself capably 
in his legit role as well as in his 
comedy specialty, ‘Introductions.’ Joe 
Smith is a surprise click as the pro- 
|ducer. Comic gets a lot out of 
the role Charles Dale is handed 
|a less fortunate break on material, 
| but manages to squeeze some laughs 
| out of thin air. Cora Witherspoon 
| carries off the part of the producer’s 
| wife in shipshape fashion. 

Tamara is not listed in the cast, as 
she plays no role, but is in for two 
vocals which she delivers pleasingly. 
One, ‘Rain on the Sea,’ includes a 
ballet that’s a highlight. The Mar- 
tins (4) draw a nice hand for their 
harmonizing, working as a unit and 
also backing up other vocalists; their 
pop tune, ‘My Spies Tell Me,’ gets a 
healthy reception. The Revuers, do- 
ing their first big production, click 
with their musical clowning, a take- 
off on light opera being their stand- 
out. They also do the ‘Variety Says’ 
ditty they’ve used elsewhere. Kath- 
erine Mattern does the laughter rou- 
tine she introduced in the Vienna 
refugees revue of a couple of seasons 
back; it goes over big. For show- 
stopping vocalizing, Rose Brown does 
‘Color Line,’ Negro melody that gets 
encores. For ‘Variety Says’ routine 
and the later ‘Rhythm’ a special ‘Va- 
riety’ curtain has been designed Dut 
didn’t reach N. H. in time. 

Show is nicely meunted with lav- 
ish emphasis more on costumes than 
settings. Bone. 
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Newshawks’ New Sport 

Climax of the new game of send- 
ing newsmen into defense areas and 
war industries as ‘potential sabo- 
teurs’—being played by scores of 
papers across the country — came 
during the past week with the toss- 
ing of one reporter into a Newark, 
N. J., clink, a warrant for the appre- 
hension of another; and the arrest 
of three ‘conspirators’ in Bridgeport, 
Conn. Many other newspapermen 
however, were continuing to prove 
how easy sabotage is without rpn- 
ning into trouble. 


In Newark, Thomas Finnegan, of 
the Star-Ledger, was tossed into the 
cooler after cops became suspicious 
of his effort to get a pass inw a dock 
area. He had a letter of identifica- 
tion as a rep of the S. A. Botage 
(sabotage) Co. An irate judge not 
only ordered him to jail, but refused 
bail. After a night in a cell for 
Finnegan, the court relented when 
an assistant U. S. attorney declared 
that the reporter was only doing his 
job and the Government wasn’t in- 
terested. 


Bridgeport case was more serious, 
State’s Attorney obtaining a bench 
warrant for Warren Glaser, of the 
New York Mirror, after he had ex- 
posed an alleged ‘birth certificate 
mill.” Glaser showed that anyone 
could prove he was a citizen in 
order to get a defense job by ob- 
taining a phony birth certificate in 
Connecticut. Three Bridgeport men 
who aided Glaser in preparing a 
false affidavit were picked up im- 
mediately. 


New ‘sabotage’ game was started 
by PM in December when one of 
its newsmen, Ed Scott, got a job un- 
loading the Normandie after wheed- 
ling into the longshoremen’s union 
at a cut-rate. PM has continued the 
barrage and one of its reporters and 
photogs walked into a giant oil re- 
finery in New Jersey last week while 
the head of the plant was in New 
York chairmanning a conference on 
sabotage control. 


In Buffalo, Mel Fineberg, of the 
Buffalo Evening News, spent 12 
hours walking through waterfront, 
railroad and warplant areas. He 
testified he could have blown up a 
10,000-ton oreboat, taken over the 
switching and signal tower of a rail- 
road yard and left time bombs in 
five plants, after walking through 
them unmolested. 

In Boston, meantime, Bill Cunning- 
ham, columnist on the Herald, told 
in a page-one story how he had 
photographed in detail the Navy 
Yard and the Army loading base. 





Chi Sun OK on Amus. Ads 


Chicago Sun, new morning paper 
operated by Marshall Field III and 
Silliman Evans, has become firmly 
established in show business adver- 
tising circles, as is demonstrated by 
its media record. On Sunday of 
March 1 the Sun reached a new high 
in the number of Chicago theatre 
accounts, displaying 249 theatres, 
just five behind the leading paper, 
the tab Times, with 254 theatres, and 
ahead of the Herald-American with 
248 theatres, and the Chicago Tri- 
bune with 210. 

In linage for month to March 5, 
the Sun led the field in the amuse- 
ment space, getting 9,114 lines total, 
to 8,912 for the second-running Chi- 
cago Tribune; 8,783 for the Herald- 
American, 8,069 for the Times and 
5,950 for the News. Included the 
Sun space for ads on the ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ show current in the Chicago 
area and sponsored by the H-A. 





Cromwell’s $1,000,000 Suit 
James H. R. Cromwell, 
husband of Doris Duke and one- 
time U. S. ambassador to Canada. 
filed a $1,000,000 action in N. Y. 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday ) 
against Weekly Masses Co., Inc., and 
Bruce Minton, claiming libel in an 
article by Minton in the Feb. 24, 1942, 
issue of New Masses, published by 
the defendant. 


Cromwell charges the article, pub- 
lished under the title of ‘Appeaser’s 
Who’s Who,’ accused him of being 
pro-Nazi, hating the President, and 
hampering national defense. He also 
says a former article some years back 
charged him with being pro-Roose- 
velt and for war. 


former 





3 Publications Bankrupt 


Involuntary petitions of bankrupt- 
cy were filed against three publica- 
tions in the N.Y. federal court 
Thursday (5) by creditors, Publi- 
cations are the Swank Magazine, 





} 


Inc., Elite Publications, 
Fox Publications. 

Buckley, Dunton and Co. are the 
principal creditors involved in each 
case, with that firm claiming it is 
owed $10,000, $16,000 and $16,000, 
respectively, from each of the three 
publications. Other creditors of 
Swank are Art Color Printing Co., 
$19,590, and Chemical Photo Engrav- 
ing Co., $417. Others of Elite are 
Art Gravure Corp., $6,500, and Art 
Color Printing, $24,000. Others of 
Fox Publications are Phelps Pub- 
lishing Co., $59,000, and the Chemical 
Photo Engraving Co., $6,400. 


Inc., and 





Walter Farr’s Second Scoop 

Walter Farr, ace U. S. correspond- 
ent for the London Daily Mail, last 
week brought on his second interna- 
tional ‘incident’ within less than a 
year. This time a hullabaloo was 
raised because the Mail on Saturday 
(7) printed a Farr dispatch from 
Honolulu reporting ‘the movement of 
great convoys of American troops 
and materials to the southwest Pa- 
cific.” It was picked up and reprint- 
ed in American papers the following 
day. 

Great irritation was caused by the 
story in official Washington, which 
objected to its revelation of ‘military 
secrets,” and among American pa- 
pers, which objected to being scooped 
on U. S. troop movements by a Brit- 
ish paper. It was all explained away 
by the Navy Sunday (8) on the basis 
that the story had been approved by 
Navy censors in Honolulu (although 
Naval headquarters in Washington 
disagreed with the Honolulu judg- 
ment) and that there was nothing in 
the story that had not previously 
been published in American papers. 


Farr caused another burn by U. S. 
dailies last summer when, while 
serving as the Mail’s Washington cor- 
respondent, he scooped the world on 
the Roosevelt-Churchill meeting at 
sea. Newspapermen on the ship with 
the heads of the two governments 
were still being restrained from fil- 
ing stories when the Mail came out 
with its beat. Combination of a tip 
obtained in a South Carolina dock- 
yard and putting two-and-two to- 
gether gave Farr the story. 





Philly Bulletin Wants Ledger Synd. 

The Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 
which rec-xtly purchased the /” 
franchise, goodwill, name, etc., of 
the defunct Philadelphia Evening 
Ledger, last week offered to pay 
$10,000 for the Ledger Syndicate, 
which is still functioning. 


Only other offer for the syndicate 
was $2,500, submitted by Haroid C. 
Haydon, of Rochester, N. Y. Federal 
Judge Harry E. Kalodner, under 
whose jurisdiction the liquidation of 
the Ledger is taking place, will hold 
a hearing Friday (13) on the Bulle- 
tin’s bid. 

Chi Sun Drops H’wood Bureau 

Chicago Sun has discontinued its 
Hollywood bureau, dropping George 
Hurrell’s photo coverage, Sidney 
Carroll’s and the Jack Lait, Jr.-Lee 
Mortimer columns. Sun’s m.p. ed 
and critic, Wolfe Kaufman, heads to 
New York soon on business. 

Sidney Skolsky’s pillar is being re- 
tained and will be given bigger play. 
George Shaffer, who handles the 
regular Los Angeles news coverage, 
will also include Hollywood, 


Clem McCarthy On Derby 

Clem McCarthy has been assigned 
by CBS to be at the microphone to 
report the running account of the 
Kentucky Derby, Churchill Downs, 
May 10, teamed again with Ted 
Husing. 

In addition to his racing selections 
in the N. Y. Journal-American, Mc- 
Carthy’s is a familiar voice on WHN 
each afternoon giving race results 
and comment. 








Life Bans Itself in Hub 

Life mag for March 9 is not being 
sold on Boston newsstands, the pub- 
lishers announced in ads in Boston 
dailies, because of a group of nudes 
and semi-nudes reproduced in color 
in the issue. 

However, Boston police officials 
claim it hasn’t been banned as yet— 
‘not until we receive specific com- 
plaints.’ 





George Lait to Cairo 
George Lait, INS war correspond- 
ent in London for some time, is en 

route to Egypt via Gibraltar. 
If the north Africa scene remains 
static he may carry on to the Pacific 
war theatre, but for the present he'll 





be stationed in Cairo. His successor 
in London not yet set. 
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Broadway 


Bill Brandt returns from Florida 
next week. 

C. L. Oswald had a cyst removed 
from his eyelid. 

Attorney Dennis F. O’Brien vaca- 
tioning jn Florida. 

Jesse Freeman (‘Variety’) out of 
hospital after operation. 

Bill Doll out ahead of the Paul 
Muni show for the Theatre Guild. 

Charles G. Stewart general man- 
ager and p.a. for ‘What Big Ears.’ 

Bob Wilby was up from Atlanta 
last week to huddle with Par execs. 

Rube Jackter, assistant salesman- 
ager of Columbia, back from Florida 
vacash. 

Sonny Werblin, MCA v.p., due 
back from Mexico, via Hollywood, 
next week. 

Tom Gomez, legit actor recently 
seen in ‘Flowers of Virtue,’ screen- 
tested by 20th-Fox. 

Back from Miami Beach: Billy 
Rose and Eleanor Holm, the Nicky 
Blairs, Milton Ager. 

Harry Cohn and the Mrs. (Joan 
Perry) to Palm Beach for a month, 
in company with the Nate Spingoldas. 

Music Man Mose Gumble (Warner 
Bros. musie firms) to the Coast next 
week for three weeks or 30; usual biz 
trip. 

Ed Kennedy, of RKO’s export de- 

artment, went into the air corps 





riday (6). reporting to Mitchel 
Field, L, I. 
Neil Agnew, Par’s distribution 


head, and Sam Rinzler, circuit oper- 
ator, were arrivals from Miami yes- 
terday (Tues.). 

The Elmer Rices (Betty Field) 
have taken a place at Stamford. Ac- 
tress goes to the Coast about April 1 
for a picture. 

Girls at the 20th-Fox h.o,, taking 
Red Cross courses, are practicing 
on their fellow workers in tieing 
bandages, etc. 

Radie Harris and Betty Lawford 
are the Trojan women of the Stage 
Door Canteen, being on the job al- 
most continuously. 

Cost of changing elaborate signs 
at 60 Bond stores because govern- 
ment nixes two pair of pants esti- 
mated at $100,000. 

Louis Lytton, strolling Shake- 
spearean interpreter, touring the 
eastern schools, etc., with his read- 
ings from the Bard. 

Jules Levey, independent producer 
who releases through Universal, 
back in N. Y. following a tour of 
southern key cities. 

Don McGinnis, press agent, join- 
ing his wife, Elou Williams, torch 
singer, whose run at Bronze Room, 
Cleveland, has been extended. 

Ruth Berrien, until recently a re- 
searcher for Fortune, has married 
Henry Morgenthau Fox, nephew of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Bill Hebert in and out of town fast 
after setting Robin (‘Curly’) Harris 
for sports publicity on behalf of Sam 
Goldwyn’s Lou Gehrig picture ‘Pride 
of the Yankees.’ 

Gagline that has become common 
on postcards sent north by Florida 
vacationists reads: ‘Having wonder- 
ful time. Wish I could afford it.’ 

Charlie McDonald, RKO division 
theatre manager, was among show- 
men at the Inner Circle party put on 
by newsmen Saturday night (7) at 
the Astor. 

Testimonial dinner will be tendered 
Vincent Jacoby, president of Com- 
bined Theatrical Crafts Council 
Saturday night (14), wit Jimmy 
Walker as toastmaster. 

Pathe celebrates its  third-of-a- 
century anniversary with a house- 
warming party next month, coincid- 
ing with recent removal to enlarged 
quarters on Madison avenue. 

Samuel Goldwyn offices in N. Y. 
being enlarged. Part of the suite 
sublet to Alexander Korda being re- 
claimed by Goldwyn: Korda’s staff 
moving to another part of building. 

One comedian who plays semi- 
benefits for tycoons at private parties 
does alright by taking it in trade, 
not eash: booze; cigarets, hats, shirts, 
etc., depending on the industrialist’s 
business. 

Illness of Clifton Fadiman caused 
postponement of ‘Information Please’ 
filming by RKO from Thursday (5) 
to today (Wednesday) at Fox- 
movietone studios. Alexander Wooll- 
cott guest guesser. 

Monroe Greenthal deferring his 
usual Thursday trip to D. C. on be- 
half of the War Activities Committee. 


which he chairmans for the film pub- | 


licists, and going to Chi for the UA 
regional ‘sales powwow. 

After four months surveying the 
American scene in relation to the 
Vox Pop reaction to the war, on be- 
half of the N. Y. Sun, Ward More- 
house resumes his ‘Broadway After 
Dark’ column next Monday (16). He 
then gets another war assignment. 

Columbia Club, social organization 
Columbia Pictures, is making its 
annual dinner dance part of the na- 
tional war effort by donating net 
proceeds to the Navy Relief Society. 
Dated for April 11 at Waldorf- 
Astoria. - 

Florence Walters, \. o rose from 
a cashier in the Aviation Terrace at 
LaGuardia Airport to an ice bal- 
lerina at the New York hotel in six 
months, hospitalized due to injuries 
suffered in automobile accident. In 
her absence Betty Muller has re- 
placed her. 

Herman Lorber, who started out in 
early life as an actor but for years 


has been in the Par sales depart- 
ment and now is assistant to ¥ J. 
Unger, eastern division chief, is giv- 
ing his services to the Stage Door 
Canteen each Saturday night. Mrs. 
Lorber is also doing her bit there. 


Havana 


Pedro Saenz, RKO manager, has 
been ill. Now back at desk. 

Pete Colli, Warners’ Central-Amer- 
ican chief, is off to Venezuela. 

Walter John, American baritone, 
made debut at Fausto theatre. 

Tito Guizar here again for CMQ- 
Crusellas and for theatre appear- 
ances, 

Manuel Alonso and Luis R. Molina, 
editors of local newsreels, were given 
joint banquet. 

-Arthur Pratchett left here for Mex- 
ico, after laying out plans for cele- 
bration of 25th anniversary of Bara- 
mount in Cuba. 

Educational Films of Cuba _in- 
augurated new projection room as 
part of its new laboratory and re- 
cording siudios, 

Eddy Peon, son of film director 
Ramon Peon, has. turned songwriter. 
Has six tunes almost ready to sub- 
mit to publishers. 

Ignacio Blanco, head of Vicente 
Blanco y Cia. Argentine film dis- 
tribs, leaves shortly for Santo Do- 
mingo, Puerto Rico and Venezuela. 

Francisco Ichaso, film critic on 
Diario de la Marina, is un for re- 
election to the House of Represen- 
tatives. Picture people campaigning 
for him. 

Ernesto P. Smith opened new 
neighborhood house, the Strand, 
where old theatre of same name 
stood. Smith will soon also inaug- 
urate the Universal in another part 
of city. 

Recent talk of CMQ and RHC 
merging was apparently just that— 
talk. Amado Trinidad, RHC owner, 
flatly denied even contemplating such 
a thing. Said he would buy CMQ, 
but never sell RHC, nor enter into 
any merger. 


Memphis 
By Harry Martin 


Erskine Caldwell 
couple of days. 

Bernie Evans around beating drums 
for ‘To Be or Not To Be’ (Par). 

Glen Garr holding another month 
at Claridge hotel Balinese Room. 

Everett Hoagland orch replacing 
Eddy Howard at Peabody tomorrow 
(11). 

Paddock, nitery-casino oft-shut- 
tered across state line in Mississippi, 
is operating again. 

Malco dates tabloid George White’s 
‘Scandals’ for six days commencing 
next Tuesday (17). 

Michele Morgan and Paul Henreid 
in for two-day p.a. at Loew’s State 
with ‘Joan of Paris.’ Terry Turner 
in tow. 

‘George Washington Slept Here’ 
and “Thunder Rock’ in rehearsal, re- 
spectively, for Little and Civic The- 
atres. : 

Jimmy Lee back on the job as 
flack for legit shows at Auditorium. 
Had been on leave to National Asso- 
ciation of Housing Officials in prep- 
aration for May convention in Bal- 











relaxed here 


timore. 
St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 
Local Metro exchange getting a 


face-lifting. 

Nick Stuart orch current at Club 
Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Jackie Heller headlining floor 





show at Chase Club, west end nitery. 
Dorothy Fairbank, secretary to 
Harris Wolfberg, district manager 
| for M-G, a recent bride. 
| Merrill Rodin, 11-year-old local 
| dramatic prodigy, featured in “The 
| Greenie’ short subject feature cur- 
rent at Loew’s. 
Nathczn Milstein drew near SRO 
| house to Municipal Auditorium for 
iviolin concert under auspices of the 
| Civic Music League. 
‘Hit the Deck,’ ‘Glamorous Night,’ 
|‘Show Boat,’ ‘Wizard of Oz,’ ‘No. No, 
| Nanette. ‘Girl Crazy’ and ‘Wild- 


flower’ skedded by Municipal Theatre | 


Assn. for al fresco season that gets 
| under way in Forest Park June 4. 


wets 


Tom Arnold a flu victim. 

Sherkot laid up for two weeks with 
injured leg. 

Hyams Bros. resuming stage shows 
at their State theatre, Kilburn. 

Cyril Lawrenee confined to his 
country house with heart ailment. 

Claire Luce, the American actress, 
wants to return to the U. S. at an 
early date. 

Marie Tempest’s library of some 
2,000 volumes, plus some period fur- 
niture, sold by auction. 

Percy Raphael, former indie films 
dealer, has joined Lou Jackson, to 
take charge of his Soviet films. 

Geraldo turned down eight con- 
secutive weeks at the Regal, Marble 
Arch, for Associated British Picture 
Corp. 

Harold Mellor, for years booker 
and manager of Palace, Blackpool, 
is out. His place is taken by Clement 
Butson, 

George Foster and spouse moving 
to Selsden Park, Surrey, making 
their 12th change since beginning of 
the war. 

Minnie McIntosh, exhibitor, elected 
president of Scottish Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Ass'n, first woman prexy 
of exhibs’ organization. 

Jack and Daphne Barker out of 
‘Get a Load of This,’ the Hippodrome 
musical, due to latter’s pleurisy, with 
the. Brecwins substituting for the 
Palladium. 

Ben. Henry’s picture deal with 
Vera Lynn calls for $10,000 per pic- 
ture, the money to be invested in the 
production, with English ace crooner 
to share in the picture’s profit. 

At a board meeting of Moss Em- 
pires, R..H. Gillespie was elecied 
chairman of the company, a_ post 
made vacant by the demise of his 
brother, Colone] J. J. Gillespie. 

Marcel! Hellman’s deal with Metro 
(London) calls for one _ picture, 
‘Jacqueline, a French adaptation, 
for which company is putting up 
$160,000. When this is completed, 
Hellman has two to make for Charles 
M. Woolf. 

Soviet pictures having biggest 
vogue of their career in the West 
End. Running concurrently are ‘Mu- 
sical Story,’ at United Artists’ Lon- 
don Pavilion; ‘Below 50 Degrees 
Zero,’ at Metro’s Empire, and ‘In 
the Rear of the Enemy,’ at Gaumont- 
British Tatler. 

Charles B. Cochran has given up 
claim to Palace theatre for his forth- 
coming revue, leaving it to Tom Ar- 
nold and Lee Ephraim for their new 
Jack MHulbert-Cicely Courtneidge 
musical, which tries out at Manches- 
ter and Blackpool, with Palace open- 
ing around middle April. 

George King to direct. ‘Garrison 
Theatre’ for Sam Smith, shooting to 
start some time in April. Heading 
cast are Jack Warner, Tommy Hand- 
ley and Freddy Schweitzer. Latter 
jis German, who was brought over 
here by Jack Hylton some years ago 
when he toured with his band in 
Germany. 








Miami 


Nat Karson in for brief vacation. 
Cardini set for Latin Quarter 
nitery. 

Carrousel nitery has dropped its 
show. 

Mrs. Gene Krupa in 
vacation. 

Sidney Lanfield and frau in town 
for the sun. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
the town. 

Matty Malneck checking up on the 
local combos. 

Arthur Hammerstein hospitalized 
at Palm Beach. 





town for 


Brandt doing 


ing song contest. 


George Abbott winning local 
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die Cantor), Friday. As the shcws 
play matinees Saturday and Sunday, 
entertainment those evenings is by 
individuals. ‘Porgy and Bess’ will 
replace one of the shows this week. 
Bands which appeared included the 
372d regiment (colored) and Ernie 
Holst outfits. 

Individual performers who ap- 
peared: Jack Haley, Peggy Fears, 
Jack Dempsey, Gil Lamb, Johnny 
| Ames, Phil Baker, Reginald Gard- 
ner, Billy De Wolfe, Joy F “ges, 
Mary Anne Walsh, Johnny Greene, 
John Hoysradt, The Hartmans, Paul 
Draper, Henny Youngman, Hal Le- 
roy, Vincent Lopez, Cliff Nazzaro, 
Loper and Barrett, Beverly Roberts. 
Margot Grahame, Kay Thompson, 
Benay Venuta, Bea Wain, Jane Win- 
ton, Walter Pidgeon. 








rhumba contests. 

| Jack Oakie back on the beach. 
| This time for rest. 

George D. Lottman choo-chooed in 
ito p.a. Phil Spitalny. 


Dan Healy and Helen Kane hold- | 


over at the Riptide. 
| Willard Alexander and his missus 
| grabbing at the brass rings. 


Room, giving local spots the o.o. 
| Mary Carlisle reported Miami- 
bound to marry James Blakely. 

Lou Walters has decided to keep 
his Latin Quarter open until April. 

Sam Barken of Five O’Clock Club 
became papa of seven-pound boy 
| Friday (6). 

Frolic Club, which accordioned at 
season’s peak Monday (2), may re- 
open later. 

Harry Richman is tabbed for 
Royal Paim at close of Latin Quarter 
engagement. 

Jerry Cooper replaced Jane Fro- 
man at the Royal Palm, forced out 
by a sirep throat. 

Guy Lombardo in town for one 
day to drive his “Tempo IV’ in Bis- 
cayne Bay Regatta. 

Dean Murphy. switching from 
Royal Palm to Versailles hotel at 
expiration of contract. 

Irvin Reiss in town with produc- 
tion crew to shoot atmosphere shot 
for Damon Runyon’s new pic. 

Phil Napoleon, ‘Original King of 
Swing’ with Memphis Five, tootling 
a trumpet for De’ Casino at Beach- 
comber. 

Continuous bad weather giving this 
resort almost as bad a Crossley with 
the tourists as the war-scare rumors 





Vernon Duke judging local march- 


Joh Roy, prexy of the Rainbow | 


attendant to the infiux of air officials 
into some of the lesser hostelries. 

With the Oscar Doobs (Loew’s) at 
the Lord Tarleton are Morris Rosen- 
bergs (Metro), theatre owner J. 
Louis Schine, Gypsy Rose Lee; also 
Phil Spitalny and his 30 gals, Jack 
Robbins and George Lottman, all at 
same Walter Jacobs hostelry. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hai Cohen 








Ruth Fisher, localite, making good 
with Cleveland Playhouse in ‘Spring 
Again.’ 

Mary Morris directing Tech drama 


Being Earnest.’ 

Set. John Ball, former theatre p.a. 
here, named head of public relations 
at Camp Shelby, Miss. 

Mickey Reed’s arn’ call has 
broken up the comedy acrobatic 
team of Peck and Reed. 

Loew’s Canton (O.) manager, 
Walter Kessler, brought his sister, 
Estelle. here for operation. 

The Bernie Armstronss (Dorothy 
Bushey) expect their second visit 
from the stork next summer. 

Joe Heidt in town ahead of ‘With- 
out Love’ and Elmer Kenyon back 
home drumbeating ‘Macbeth.’ 

Nick Andolina has dropped idea 
of taking over closed E] Chico on 
aecount of stiff rent being asked. 

Flora Robson arrives Sunday (15) 
to begin rehearsals for guest-starring 
Playhouse appearance in ‘Suspect.’ 

Chuck Stein, midet receptionist 
in Harris Amus. Co. office, has 
joined ‘Icecapades’ in a specialty 
act. 

M. A. Rosenberg to Washington 
and Detroit on official Allied exhib 
business. He’s national and _ local 
prexy. 

Esther Heller, who runs the office 
for her brothers at Yacht Club, in 
Presbyterian hospital with a strep 
throat. 

Pan American has just published 
‘Mandolira,’ a new tune by localites 
Frank and Lawrence Andrini, with 
lyries by Don Mario. - 

Tom Hume, who was Tom Koehler 
when he went to Tech drama school, 
coming to Nixon next week as The 
Wreck in ‘My Sister Eileen.’ 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Irving Gillman rejoined RKO sales 
staff here. 

W. H. Workman, Metro 
manager, still incapacitated. 

Dorothy Crane, of Welworth cir- 
cuit, vacationing in Florida. 

Edgar Rodberg, of Warners, off to 
the Coast to enter defense work. 

Shipstad-Johnson ‘Ice Follies of 
1942’ ends 15-day engagtement at 
Arena here March 24. 

Eph Rosen back home from Salt 
Lake City after resigning from Uni- 
versal sales staff there. 

Sammy Kaye’s band topped Twin 
City Variety club’s midnight Red 
Cross benefit stage show. 

George and Arnold Crane, Cam- 
bridge and Wake City, Minn., indie 
exhibs, are honeymooning. 

Minneapolis Symphony 
back and resuming local 
after two-month road tour. 

Bill Sears, Jr.. son of Orpheum 
manager, resigned from Minnesota 
Amus. Co. to enlist in Navy. 


branch 


orchestra 
concerts 





for his 
lan. before latter entered army. 

David, son of ‘Kelly’ Evidon. 
Warners’ ad sales manager, now in 
Navy. stationed at Pear] Harbor 

Shriners’ annual indoor circus at 
Auditorium grossed approximately 
$43,000, or about 28% more than last 
year. 

Fred Weimer transferred as man- 
ager of St. Paul Strand to Gopher 
local Minnesota Amus. Co. first-run 
| loop house, to repMce Roy Slentz. 
who resigned to enter defense work 


| S. A. Leading Men | 


| tt_— continued from page 1—— 








| sometimes coming in little crowds 
| of five or six. 

_ That's because their old ticket-pur- 
| Chasers are in the army. So, accord- 
|ing to Walsh’s theory, which sounds 
| plausible, the gals are shopping 
chiefly for men stars and they prefe1 
| them with plenty of oomph in the 
|right places. It’s his thought that the 


| recent ‘Son of Fury’ was such a stick |! 


of dynamite at the b.o. because the 
lads almost generally featured Tyrone 
| Power showing off his manly form in 
a loin cloth. 

Of course, Walsh himself hasn't 
had much chance to test the theory 
at his own house since the Fulton’s 
recent pix have been ‘How Green 
Was My Valley,’ for six weeks: ‘Hell- 


good bet. 

Gals, Walsh insists, have to get 
their romantic kicks vicariously since 
that ‘Uncle Sam’s been pulling so 
many eligibies out of circulation, and 
he believes now’s the time to switch 
the s.a. buildup to the males. 





Eddie Ruben tossed farewell party | 
circuit booker, Lowell Kap- | 





Hollywood 


Jack Briggs laid up with throat 
infection. 

Gabe York hospitalized for an eye 
operation. 

Jackie Cooper returned from a tour 
of Army camps. 

Michael Breen joined 
| Kramer talent agency. 

Steve Broidy in town on his tour 
ot Monogram exchanges. 

Richard Whorf back from Broad- 
way for work at Warpmers. 
| Ben Kalmenson in town for sales 





the Earl 





school’s next show, ‘Importance of | huddles on the Warner lot. 


New post office at Santa Monica 
was dedicated to Will Rogers. 

Roy Rogers laid up with laryn- 
gitis while Decca recordings wait. 

Cecil B. DeMille is a new director 
of Hollywood Chamber of Commerce. 


M. J. Siegel back at his Republic 
desk after sales meetings im the east. 

Harry Cohn deserted Hollywood 
for a month to bask in the Florida 
sun. 

Film Row tosses its 10th annual 
dance at the Ambrssador hotel 
April 17. 

Greer Garson back from the Cana- 
dian Victory Loan Drive to resume 
picture work. 

Ritz Brothers back from a two- 
week tour of the midwest for USO- 
Army Camps, Inc. 

Dolores Del Rio got her final di- 
vorce decree from Cedric Gibbons 
and left for Mexico. 

Melvyn Douglas laid up with flu 
while Columbia shoots ‘He Kissed 
the Bride’ around him. 

George Zucco stabbed in the leg 
during a screen battle in ‘Halfway 
to Shanghai’ at Universal. 

Walt Disney to Washington to dis- 
cuss a series of patriotic cartoons 
with Government officials. 

Sam Bischoff back at his producer 
chore on the Columbia lot after five 
vacational weeks in the East. 

Juliette Compton.* former Follies 
girl, suing for divorce from her Brit- 
ish husband, James Bartram. 

Jean Arthur laid up with throat 
trouble while Columbia is shooting 
‘Three’s a Crowd’ around her. 

Buck Jones motoring through 
northern California, Nevada and Ore- 





| gon, shopping for a cattle ranch. 


Bill George, cowboy actor, changed 
his name to Bennett Georre to avoid 
confusion with another Bill George. 

Babe Ruth cut his wrist by. acci- 
dentally shoving it through a win- 
dow during a scene in ‘Pride of the 
Yankees.’ 

Richard Pittenger, of 20th-Fox, ap- 
pointed coordinator of sports for the 
motion picture industry on the Civil- 
ian Defense program. 

J. M. G. Doog technical advisor on 
‘Half Way to Shanghai’ at Universai 
after 30 years as chief engineer on 
Chinese & Burma Railroad. 

Errol Flynn ordered by his physi- 
cian to abandon strenuous sports and 
night life and get eight hours of 
sleep per night to alleviate ‘athlete’s 
heart.’ 

Allen Rivkin, George Oppenheimer 
and Anthony Veiller appointed to 
represent the Screen Writers Guild 





| 


on the Originating Committee of 
Writers Mobilization. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Dotty Bostick, nitery warbler. 
eloned March 1 to Thomasville. Ga. 

Ralph Keating, baton waver and 
Western Union exec, being conscript- 
ed in April. 

Mel Peterson. tenor vocalist. re- 
joining Jimmy MacKenzie’s band at 
Eldorado Ctub. 

George Young of local Roxie in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. for three 
weeks of fishing. 

Martin Polster, manager of Circle 


|naber, expecting call from draft 
board momentarily. 
Fredric McConnell’s Play House 


doing ‘Spring Again’ and “Thunder 
Rock’ in its twin theatres. 

Ray Twardv. former comedy high- 
diver with Billy Rose’s Aquacade, 
now m.c. at Boogie Woogie Club. 

Jack Mundstuk. M-G alesman, 
hifted back to Cleveland territory: 
Gene Coen taking place in Toledo 
field. 

Kenny Rasmussen and Leon ‘Poi- 


son’) Gardner forming new piano 
partnership at Fenway Hall's Conga 
{| Room. 

Judy Black temporarily quitting 
orch led by her husbanc Troy 


zapoppin’ for two and now ‘Citizen | 
Kane.’ But he’s waiting for a chance | for rest in Miami, after which she 
to dress up his ads with somebody hies to Producers Releasing Corp. 
like Victor Mature ™ a bathing suit} studio to film ‘Jungle Siren.’ 

just to prove to himself that the film | 
advertising men are missing out on a| Cavallaro’s Latin crew to follow Art 





Singer, to sing with Henry Thomp- 
son’s outfit. 

Anne Fulgham practically walked 
‘out of her College Inn, leaving it in 
_the hands of Red Walter, its chef 
and new owner. 

Heidi yodeling at Alpine Village 
again to be near her hubby, Charles 
Kral, Jr., who is stationed in nearby 
air corp camp. 

Ann Corio closed burlesk tour here 


L. E. Pierce considering Carmen 


| Jarrett into Bronze Room in April. 
Betty Barrett rejoined latter as ca- 
nary last week. 

Doug George threw up his ad 


| agency job with Associated Theatres 





to become p.a. for USO, following 
footsteps of Arnold Wells, another 
local peblicizee. 
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OBITUARIES 


CLAUD SAUNDERS 


Claud Saunders, 63, one-time head 
of Paramount's exploitation depart- 
ment and associated with show 
business for more than 30 years, die« 
March 1 in Cheyenne, Wyo., of a 
heart attack. Burial was in Los 
Angeles. 

Following his graduation from 
Baker university in Kansas, Saun- 
ders initiated his theatrical career 
as a theatre manager, and later was 
advance agent and manager of stage 
shows. He was general manager for 
Joseph M. Gaites Attractions for 
eight years, and in 1914 turned to pic- 
tures, managing the road show pres- 
entations of ‘Birth of a Nation,” ‘In- 
tolerance’ and many other stellar 
films of the early silents. Five years 
later he organized the first exploita- 
tion department in the industry for 
the then Famous Players-Lasky Corp. 
When that division was dissolved six 
years later, Saunders remained with 
the company to handle exploitation 
in the middle west. Shortly after, he 
was district manager for RKO thea- 
tres in Minneapolis and a year later 
joined Ross Federal survey service 
as genera! manager. For a time ne 
conducted his own publicity busi- 
ness, and two years ago went to Den- 
ver as theatre manager for Fox- 
Intermountain. For the past year he 
had been publicity director for the 
Fox theatres in Cheyenne. 

Surviving are his widow, former 
player in one of the stage shows he 
managed, a daughter and son. 





RAY COFFIN 


Ray Coffin, 52, in the picture busi- 
ness since the early silents, died of 
a heart attack March 3 in Dallas. 
Services and burial were at Chero- 
kee, Ia., his birthplace. 

Deceased started his Hollywood 
career as a scenarist, having written 
screenplays for Kalem, Edison, Vita- 
graph, Fox and other pioneers in the 
film industry. After the first World 
War, in which he served as a ser- 
geant, he was successively a film 
salesman, branch manager and the- 
atre operator, He later joined First 
National as midwest exploitation 
manager and was brought to Holly- 
wood by Richard Walton Tully, then 
a writer-producer, as personal pub- 
licist. Subsequently he handled pub- 
licity for many other studios and 
was among the organizers of the 
Wampas, which came into promi- 
nence by fostering baby _ stars 
through annual elections. With the 
advent of bank night, he controlled 
the franchise in 11 midwest states. 
He was program director for Don 
Lee’s television station, W6XAO, up 
to a year ago, and at the time he 
was stricken had been interested in 
contest promotions fér theatres and 
newspapers. 





NELLIE PECK SAUNDERS 


Nellie Peck Saunders, 73, a veteran 
of the Chautauqua circuit, stock 
companies, silent pictures and 
founder of the Town Hall Series and 
Theatre Arts Group in Detroit, died 
March 3 in Greenwood, S. C. She 
was enroute to Detroit from her 
winter home at Coral Gables, Fla. 

Mrs. Saunders was born in Sagi- 
naw, Mich., and at an early age en- 
tered the Chautauqua Circuit with 
dramatic readings, spending over 20 
years on the circuit in the days of 
William Jennings Bryan and Champ 
Clark. Later she played Broadway 
stock and, with the Bonstelle Play- 
ers, starring with Katharine Cornell 
and Frank Morgan. In silent pic- 
tures she worked with Charles Ray 
in “‘Tailormade Man’ and was the 
only American to appear with the 
Irish Players in their earliest visits 
to the U. S. She established the 
Town Hall series in Detroit 13 years 
ago. 

She leaves her husband, a son, 
granddaughter and two great grand- 
children. 





JOSEPH PANI 

Joseph Pani, 59, restaurateur 
credited: with giving Rudolph Val- 
entino his first job in 1914, died 
March 4 in N. Y. Born in Milan, 
Pani came to the U. S. in 1902 and 
was employed by the Hotel Knicker- 
bocker, N. Y., for six years. He 
then resigned to take over the man- 
agement of Castles-by-the-Sea, Long 
Beach, L. I., operated by the then fa- 
mous Vernon and Irene Castle. 

Pani hired Valentino as a dancer 
at $50 weekly, later paying him 
$1,500 for a one-night engagement. 
Pani had also run the Colony and 
Embassy restaurants in N. Y. and 
was credited with having established 
the forerunner of the present day 
night club. He had been retired for 


three years and is survived by a 
brother, Louis, one of the owners of 
the Cafe Arnold, N. Y. 





HARRY ABBOTT 

Harry Abbott, 81, old-time circus 

and burlesque press agent, and 
father of Bud Abbott (& Costello), 
died March 9 in New York after an 
illness of more than two years. His 
three other surviving children were 
also in the show business, another 
son once being a theatrical manager, 
while two daughters were burlesk 
soubrettes. 
Deceased was press agent fer P. T. 
Barnum. ‘Later he switched to bur- 
lesk, primarily as advance man for 
the Hurtig & Seamon shows. He re- 
tired around 12 years go. 

Sevices will be held tomorrow 
(Thursday) in Esty, Pa, his birth- 
place, with burial in Crebeling 
cemetery, Almeda, Pa. 





TONY SARG 
Tony Sarg, 59, artist, puppeteer and 
designer, died March 7 in the Man- 
hattan General Emergency Hospital, 
N. Y., as a result of a ruptured ap- 
pendix. He was born in Guatemala, 
Central America, and while in Lon- 
don became infatuated with watch- 
ing Holden, the puppet master, and 
shortly thereafter opened his own 
puppet show in that city. 

He came to the U. S. in 1915, and 
the first book he illustrated was 
Irvin S. Cobb’s ‘Speaking of Opera- 
tions.’ Among publications for 
which he made illustrations were the 
N. Y. Times, Saturday Evening Post, 
Colliers and Cosmopolitan. He had 
been among the first to produce ani- 
mated cartoons, and in the 1920’s es- 
tablished the Tony Sarg Co. of ma- 
rionet shows. He had a display at 
the World’s Fair in 1939, and his 
creations were used for years in the 
Macy annual parade on Thanksgiving 
day. 

He is survived by wife and daugh- 
ter. 





JAMES COLLINS 

James Collins, 60, assistant for 
many years to the late Harry Hou- 
dini, died Friday (6) in the Philadel- 
phia General hospital, Philadeiphia. 
At his bedside was Hardeen, Hou- 
dini’s brother, with whom Collins 
was appearing in ‘Helizapoppin,’ 
which wound up a long stay in 
Philadelphia last week. Collins suf- 
fered a heart attack last week. 

He began his career as a magician’s 
assistant in 1902, when he answered 
an ad in a London newspaper placed 
by Hardeen. He later shifted to 
Houdini, with whom he worked until 
1926, and was credited with inventing 


several illusions used by both 
magicians. He is survived by his 
widow. 


i 





GUSTAVE TINLOT 

Gustave Tinlot, 54, former concert 
master of the Rochester Philhar- 
monic Orchestra, Minneapolis Sym- 
phony, New York Symphony and the 
Paris Opera Comique, died March 2 
at his home in Rochester, N. Y. He 
retired from his orchestra post two 
years ago to join the Eastman School 
of Music. 

Tinlot was born in Paris and stu- 
died music at the Paris Conserva- 
tory. He won attention as a soloist, 
but preferred ensemble playing and 
became concert master of the Paris 
Opera where he met his wife, the 
former Germaine Carriere, who sur- 
vives. He also leaves a son, Jean, 
and a daughter, Marcelle. 





HARRY L. NEWMAN 
Harry L. Newman, 65, who was at 
one time in the music publishing 
business as a salesman and partner 
of Walter Douglas, died of a heart 
attack in his Bronx, N. Y., home, 
March 4. His other connections in- 
cluded the Broadway Music Co. and 

Watterson, Berlin & Snyder. 
Douglas bought out Newman’s in- 
terest in the firm at the outbreak of 


World War I and Douglas himself 


had to discontinue the business sev- 
eral months later because hig road 
exploitation men were being rapidly 
absorbed by the draft. Newman 
later went into the knit goods field. 





BERNARD LUSTIG 

Bernard Lustig, 54, dean of To- 
ledo’s theatrical press agents, died 
suddenly March 2 in Cleveland of a 
heart attack. He had been in failing 
health since the death of his parents 
within the past six months. 

For many years he had been the 
press agent for Loew’s Valentine and 
the Capitol theatre, Dayton, latter a 
burlesque house. He was also tire- 





less in the work of various Toledo 
charities and fraternities. He also 





was an editor for a B’nai Brith na- 
tional publication. 
His wife, Betty, survives. 





CHARLES BROOKHEIM 

Charles L. Brookheim, 63, former 
chief of Universal exchanges in the 
Far East and personal representa- 
tive for Carl Laemmle for 20 years, 
died at his Hollywood home March 4 
after several years illness. Until six 
years ago, when he retired from 
active work, Brookheim held various 
positions ‘with Universal and had 
managed the company’s exchanges in 
Japan, India, the Philippines, France, 
Spain and Cuba. 

Body was sent'to New York for 
burial. Surviving are his widow, 
brother and sister. 





EDDIE DOWD 

Ralph Cardamone, 28, profession- 
ally known as Eddie Dowd, died 
March 3 at the Wi!l Rogers hospital, 
Saranac Lake, after a lingering ill- 
ness. 

He did a musical act with his sis- 
ter, known as Dowd and Dowd, and 
was also a songwriter, his last pub- 
lished number being ‘We Met Each 
Other in a Dream,’ Surviving are 
his father, mother, two sisters and 
one broth 





FRANK C. MASSIE 

Frank C. Massie, 25, manager of 
Lyric theatre, Sylva, N. C., was’ in- 
stantly killed March 1 when his car 
left a mountain highway during a 
snowstorm and overturned several 
times. Was son of J. E. Massie, of 
Waynesville, N. C., operating thea- 
tres in Sylva, Waynesville and Bry- 
son City, N. Y., and Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. Became manager of Lyric five 
years ago. 

Wife, parents and several brothers 
and sisters survive. 





LES COPELAND 
Les Copeland, composer, pianist 
and eniertainer, died in San Fran- 
cisco March 3. He was widely known 
both here and abroad, having played 
at the Clover Club, London, and in 
his own cabaret in Paris. Copeland 
and Helen Trix (Trix Sisters) wrote 
the revue, ‘Tricks,’ which long played 
in London; also many other revues. 
Among the songs he composed 
were ‘38th Street Rag,’ ‘What the 
Engine Done’ and ‘Luxury.’ 
He is survived by his widow and a 
son. 





MARTIN CHAPMAN 

Martin ‘Chappy’ Chapman, of Con- 
nelly and Chapman, vaude team, 
died Feb. 24 in. Dallas, Texas. At one 
time he was manager of Leo Feist, 
Inc., in Kansas City. 

Chapman for several seasons was 
musical director of the Lois Bridges 
Musical company and the Seaman 
Players, and also was a member of 
the Southern Harmony Four. 


VASA PRIHODA 

Vasa Prihoda, 41, Czech violinist, 
committed suicide in Czecho-Slo- 
vakia, according to reports from 
London. 

He was introduced to America in 
1920 by Fortune Gallo, who had 
arranged a tour for him that year. 
Most of his career was spent abroad, 
but he again appeared in U. S. in 
1930. 





GEORGE MacENTEE 

George MacEntee, 61, stage actor, 
died March 1 in New York. Born in 
Philadelphia, MacEntee spent the 
greater part of his life in New York 
He was a member of the Jesse Bon- 
steile Players. Productions in which 
he appeared were ‘Gala Night,’ ‘Step- 
ping Sisters’ and ‘Laugh That Off.’ 

Surviving is his sister. 





FRANK W. DIAL 


Frank William Dial, 75, former 
superintendent of ring stock for 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus, 


died March 7 at his home in Strat- 
ford, Conn. 

Dial joined the circus when a boy 
and stayed with it for 40 years. 





ABEL QUIROZ CONDE 

Abel Quiroz Conde, 32, artistic di- 
rector of radio station XEW, Mexico 
City, died in M. C., March 1, after 
a short illness. He was widely 
known in radio circles throughout 
Mexico. 

Parents survive. 





MILTON SCHWARTZ 

Milton Schwartz, 44, one time v.p. 
of Fox Films, died of a heart attack 
March. 7, in San Pedro, Cal. He 
was formerly married to sister of 
William Fox. 

Widow, Lucille Miller, film actress, 
survives, : 





MRS. OLIVE THUXTON 
Mrs. Olive Thuxton, composer, 
died in Miami, Fla., March 4. She 


was most noted for her song, “Tulip 
Time in Holland.’ 

Surviving are three daughters. 

J. WILLIAM LAWRENCE 

J. William (Jud) Lawrence, 60, 
who for 16 years directed his own 
orchestra throughout Ohio, died 
March 3 in his farm home near Ken- 
ton, O., after a long illness. 

Wife, mother, sister and brother 
survive. 

JOSEPH JOHNSON 

Joseph Johnson, 71, one-time 20th- 
Fox studio exec, died March 7 in 
Atlanta. 

He was former city editor of the 
Atlanta Journal and also worked 
on N. Y. Journal. 


— 





RODNEY HICKOK 
Rodney Hickok, 50, former stage 
and screen actor, died March 9 in 
Los Angeles, after a brief illness. 
Since his retirement from acting 
he had been business manager for 
Lionel Barrymore. 





Edward A. Drohan, 54, former 
stage manager of the Westchester 
County Center in White Plains, N. 
Y., died March 5 in Yonkers. He 
had also been assistant stage man- 
ager of the old Reliance and Whit- 
man-Bennett film studios in Yonk- 
ers. He is survived by a widow, 
son and two daughters. 





C*."es O. Dickson, 59, former 
violinist with the Ruvinsky string 
ensemble and the Toledo Symphony 
Orchestra, died March 1 in Toledo 
of a heart ailment. Wife, son and 
two daughters survive. 





Otto Paul Pfankufhen, 91, former 
bassoon player in the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra, died in Park 
Ridge, N. J., March 5. Survived by 
two daughters. 





Mrs. Annie Harris, sister of Abe 
Montague, Columbia Pictures’ gen- 
eral sales manager. died March 2 at 
her home in Boston, after an ex- 
tended illness. 


Gray Hoffman, manager of Clifton 
theatre in Huntingdon, Pa., died 
there last week after an emergency 
appendectomy. Body was taken to 
Parkersburg, W. Va., for burial. 





Foster Richardson, 52, prominent 
bass singer, died in London Jan. 30. 


ASCAP Elections 


Continued from page 44 

















Winkler as a nominee on the pop 
publishers’ ticket but rather than 
have the ballots reprinted it was 
decided to let the thing stand as is. 
Winkler is with standard firm of 
Belwin, Inc. 


O’Hara Doubtful 

Gene Buck, George W. Meyer and 
Jerome Kern of the three song- 
writers up for reelection to the 
board seem assured to continue, but 
there is some doubt whether Geoffrey 
O’Hara may not be displaced by 
Howard Hanson or Albert Stoessel. 
They are in the ‘standard’ nomina- 
tions, and Hanson, as director of the 
Eastman School of Music at Roches- 
ter, N. Y., and Stoessel as director of 
the Juillard Foundation are both for- 
midable competition. : 

A novelty of the present writers’ 
elections is the dispatch with which 
Abel Baer, chairman of the nomi- 
nating committee, paced the pro- 
ceedings in a little over an hour at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., last week 
when both the candidates and the 
incumbents were presented to the 
ASCAP membership, their back- 
grounds recounted via spokesmen 
for each, and the whole thing dis- 
posed of in 70 minutes. 

Baer’s Biogs 

It’s the first time the writers’ di- 
rectorate elections have been thus 
presented in the history of ASCAP. 
In addition, chairman Baer of the 
nominating committee (which in- 
cludes Nelson Cogane, Paul Cun- 
ningham, Mack David, Sigmund 
Romberg and Jacques Wolfe) got 
out a pamphlet for benefit of the 
potent 20% ASCAP membership 
domiciled in Hollywood, so they will 
know what’s what. 

A surprise sleeper clause that 
would automatically kayo Gene 
Buck for ASCAP presidency is the 
proviso that only board members are 
eligible for the presidency, and 
should Buck fail’in reelection this 
would automatically stymie him 
there. However, the writers seem 
for Buck who, with Meyer, falls 
within the ‘popular’ songsmith clas- 
sification. Kern is the ‘production’ 
board member; O’Hara represents 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Drushall, son, 
Feb. 16, in Salt Lake City. Father 
is announcer for KDYL, Salt Lake 
City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Pack, daugh- 
ter, Feb. 19, in Salt Lake City, 
Father is salesman and_ special 
eventser for KDYL, Salt Lake City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bachman, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Mar. 1. 
Father’s on KDKA, Pittsburgh, staff. 


_ Mr. and Mrs, Joe Grant, daughter, 

in Medford, Mass., Feb. 28. Father 

is WMEX (Boston) chief announcer; 

mother was Carmen Trudeau, early 
lenn Miller vocalist. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bower, daugh- 
ter, March 1, in New York. Father 
is a program producer at WOh, New 
York. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kennedy, son, 
Feb. 25, in New York. Mother is 
Frances Kennedy, copywriter with 
Compton advertising agency in N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Coogan, son, 
in Los Angeles, March 4. Father is 
the former kid star, now in the 
Army. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom McAvity, son, 
in Hollywood, March 3. Father is a 
radio preducer; mother is the for- 
mer Helen Mack, film and radio 
actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Saphier, son, 
in Hollywood, March 3. Father is 
a radio agent; mother is the daugh- 
ter of Nat Finston, music head at 
Metro, 


Mr. and Mrs. John Gordon, son, 
in Windsor, Ontario, Feb. 28. Father 
is program director of Station 
CKLW, Windsor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Barham, son, 
in Salt Lake City. Father is gen- 
eral manager of Intermountain Thea. 
tres, Inc. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Snyder, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, March 6, 
Mother is former Polly Rowles, one- 
time Universal player and lately 
Pittsburgh radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Amundson, 
daughter, in Seattle, Feb 28. Father 
is in the continuity department of 
KIRO, Seattle. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Sowell, daugh- 
ter, March 2 in Nashville, Father is 
general manager of WLAC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack House, son, 
March 9, in New York. Father is a 
program supervisor with the Comp- 
ton advertising agency; mother is 
Claire Hazel, former legit actress 
and Bob Hope stooge. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Howard, 
daughter, in Los angeles, March 8. 
Mother is film actress Andrea Leeds. 

Mr, and Mrs. Harold McKenzie, 
son, in Lés Angeles, March 9. Father 
is Paramount film editor. 





MARRIAGES 


Ethelind Terry to Dick Purcell, in 
Las Vegas, Nev., March 3. Bride is 
former Ziegfeld performer; he’s film 
actor. 


Eula Nelson to John Sherman 
Chapman, Feb. 7, in Louisville. 
Bride is former Memphis dancer, on 
tour for a year with Blackstone, the 


Magician, as girl he sawed in half. 

Dorothy Propheter to Harry Se- 
gall, in Yuma, Ariz., March 7. Groom 
is a screen writer. 

Alethia Wilson to Louis Meltzer, 
in Yuma, Ariz., March 7. He’s a 
film writer at Columbia. 

Gertrude Bly to Dr. Paul Flesch, 
Feb. 19, in Spartanburg, S. C. Bride 
is secretary to Bert Labhar, sales 
manager of station WHN, New York. 
Gladys Searles to George Schnei- 


der. Las Vegas, Nev., March 5. 
Groom is music research chief at 
Metro. 


Joan Germaine to Artie Mayno, 
March 3 in Fairfield, Conn. Groom 
is Bridgeport, Conn., bandleader. 

Margaret J. Florian to Robert K. 
Weill Feb. 21 in Buffalo. Bridegroom 
is radio director of Armand S. Weill 
agency, Buffalo. 

Marilyn Phillips to Marshall 
Grant, in Las Vegas, Nev., March 7. 
He is Universal producer. 


EXCEPT FOR EXCEPTIONS 


Victor Won’t Add New Talent Dur- 
ing War Period 











Except for exceptions, RCA-Victor 
isn’t adding any new talent to its re- 
cording roster of either the Victor 
or. Bluebird labels for the duration. 
Reasons are obvious—uncertain ma- 
terial stocks, press of production 
backlogs, etc., all combine to make 
experiment with new orchestras or 
singers a negative proposition. 

However, if something that looks 
to have a bright future comes over 
the horizon it’s a safe bet Victor wil] 








‘standard.’ 


sidetrack its intentions momentarily. 
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Kaye & Greye 
McNally Sis 


Patrick 
Sis 


lienry 
Mc Mallie 
Franky 2 
3 Peppers 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Marcin Lloyd 
Dorn & Yosey 
Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Oreo 
Ritz Cariton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Ai Capron Ore 
Newton & Newton 
Mabe LaTour 
Jean Morton 
Gloria Dale 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Internationals (3) 
Beale St Boys 
Sam's Cafe 
Joan Maurey 
Louise Ayers 
Bella Belmont 
Joe Jovinelly 
Johnny Reno 
3 King’s Rhythm 
Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 
Arlette Adaire 
(Charles Margo 
Aijice Lucey 
Duchess & Herman 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 
Chang Lee 
Jack Spangler 
Dolly Raoul Gis 
Lonnie Vale 
Helen Jerrico 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Lillian Stewart 
Dashington 
Jeane & Anthony 
Dawn Lovely 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 
Don Anton Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 
Ray Stevens 
Billy Adams 
Victoria Spively 








Billy Atkinson 
Macuara 

Clair Phillpis 
Elton Brown 
Gene Carney 
Tony Bennett Ore 


Swan Club 


Vincent Rizzo Orc 
Jackie Lee 

Kay Hamilton 
Marty Bohn 
Elstons 

Sheldons 


20th Century 


3 Peppers 
Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Sally La Mar 
Blanche Saunders 
A Strohbman (3) 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Oscar O'Neill 
Eddie Galbreth 
Zola Gray 
Dolores Laurell 


Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Orc 
Weber’s Hof Brau 

Camden 
Jack Moss 
Toni 
Segovias 
Accordionaires 
Trixie 
Tru & Trudy 
Dave Pierson 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Syd Golden. 
Raths’r Eldoradians 


Wilson’s 


Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 

Betty Ream 

Gerard Beam 

Carol Joyce 

Norma Krieger 

Catherine Wolff Gis 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 


Marry Holly 

Jean Ware 

Joan Coraz 
Diane Collier 
Victor Nelson Ore 
Al Goid 


Band Box Peter er Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Pete Snyder 
Jack Malone 
Billy Snyder * sacs A 


Peggy Goodwin 
George Tibbles Ore 
Al Stone 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 


Ann Triola 

Felix de Cola 

Roger Roland 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Ore. 
Biltmore Bowl 


Ruth Craven 
Donald Novis 
Hurley & Radford 
Larry Stewart 
Petch & Deauville 
Paul Winchell 
Phil Harris Ore 


Casa Manana 


Kitty Kallen 
Clint Garvin 
Jimmy McPartland 


Paul Collins 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 


&kinnay Ennis Ore 
Carmens 

Earl Carroll 
The Debonairs 
W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 
Willis West, Jr 
Alee Morison 
La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 
Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 
&t Clair & Day 
Mare Ballero 
Kill Brady 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
N.T.G. 
Prof Lambertie 
Murtah Sis 
Vera Sloane 
Fred Scott 
Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 


Charley Foy 


Johnny Howard 
lee Wiley 
Danny Beck 


Red Stanley Oro 


Tex Jim Lewis 
Lone Star Cowboys 
Hollywood Tropics 
Mariquita & Pancho 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Orc 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Martin Weissner 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Little Troe 
Lena Horne 
Phil Moore (4) 
Nick Draper Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Claude Thornhill O: 


Pirates Den 
Henry Grant 
Casey Thompson 
African Jungle D 
Jack Gardner 
Helen Golden 
Nick Cochrane Ore 

Seven Seas 


Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openui 
Gary Spear Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Allegra 
Ben Biue 
Johnny Morgan 
Maxine Marshall 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Plumer Orc 
Streets of Paris 


Charlotte Morey 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Shelton Brooks, Jt 
Loumel! Morgan 3 
Trianon 
Bob Crosby Ore 

Trouville 
Jack Beekman 





Grace Hayes Lodge | Dorothy Dandridge 
George Lloyd Art Crippen Orc 
PITTSBURGH 
Anchorage Hotel Fort Pitt 


Maynard Dean Orc 

Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 


Fran Rago 
Balconades 
Babs Jeffrey 


A Fritsche Ore 
Bill Green’s 
Herbie Kay Ore 
Loraine Daly 
Ben Purnell 
Arnie Laddell 
Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Benny Austin 
Harry Manning 
Cornell Cooper 
Sylvia Starr 
Hoogle-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Joey Klein 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Donovans 
Billle Valerie 
Skip Nelson 
_Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Art Farrar Ore 
_ Eddie Peyton's 
Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 





Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Hen 
(Silver Grill 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Dave Gifford 
Swinging Strings 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
John Bonguidi 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Sammy Watkins Orc 
Glenn Sterling 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Howdy Baum Ore 
New Hillcrest 
Eddie Weitz Orc 
Gerry Richards 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Orc 
Bob Carter 
Knight Sis 
Kretlow Danc 
Orchard inp 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Oa 


sis 
Charlie Laun Or: 
Pines 
Don Rutter 


Continued from page 48 


~ Bills Next Week 





Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Joey Reynolds 
Dale Harkness 
Buddy Walsh 
Eddie Miller 
Trelou 
Billy Yates Ore 
Yacht Ciub 
H Middleman Ore 
Bobby Pinkus 
Ruth Foster 
Sid Gold 
Harriet Lane 
Ginger Dulow 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone Ore 
Carol Dennison 
Louise Borday 
Jack & Lorraine 
Beach-charmers (5) 

Blinstrub's 


Peter tiodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Louise & Lorraine 
Les Juvellys 
Bryant, Raines & Y 
Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Nick Jerret Orc 
Belle Baker 

Bob Williams 
Red Dust 

Del Rios 

Claire Francis 


Boots McKenna Rev 
Club Vanity Fatr 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel'e Harrington 
Stella Ray 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim 
rHilly Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Evelyn Martin 
Stapletons 
Sandor Glanz 
Lou Perry 
(Melody Lounge) 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 
Ted Cole 
Lucille LaMarr 
(Merry-Go-Reund) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Vera Lamont 
York & Tracy 
Bobby Bernard 
Marya Breen 
Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Ore 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Yvonne Adair 
Jose Mona 
Barron Lynn Gls 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hote) Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Hazel Bruce 
Allan Lane 
Charlie Barnet 
Hotel Essex 


Rev 


Ore 


Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 

Ada Marova 

Bill Groin 

Vin Daley 

Jean Monti 

Sally Harris 


Hotel Lenox 


Alpine Village 
Hubert Castle 
Moriarty & Dell 
Daro & Corda 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Bob Copfer 

Eldorado Club 
Jim MacKenzie Ore 

Freddie's Cafe 
Burns & White 
Beth O’ Malley 
Roy Rodger 
Sharon Lynn Line 
Herb Ross Orc 

Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawalians 
Jules & Webb 

Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baidi Ore 

Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Barbara Parks 

Hotel Cleveland 


Art Jarret Orc 
Hote! Fenway Hall 
Kenneth Rasmussen 


Poison Gardner 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 
Bowery 
Terry Lawlor 
Guili Guili 
Burns & Nash 
Carl Ford 
Don Arden Danc 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carliste 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Jessica Garwood 
Delores LeMonte 
Ann LeVelle ; 
Tucker & Tremaine 
Florenza 
Wm Hewitt 
Lee Walters Ore 





Club Congo 


Calloway Club Rev 








Hal 
o! 








Shirley Heller 
ky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Oro 
Bette Smiley 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Michael Strange 
Key Tayler 
Jean Francis 
Jerry Grey 
Netha DeCruz 


BOSTON 


Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 

Hotel Minerva 
Bunny MeVey Orc 
Barbara Douglass 


Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 


Adrienne 
Rolly Rolls 
Uarry Marshard O 


Hlotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Orc 


Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 

Victory 38 

ferry Pepin 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Jan Stalling 
George Allen 

Billy Hunt 


Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Jerry & Lilllan 

Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Ore 
RKhumboliers Ore 
Ramon Navarro 
Darrell MacArthurs 
Am bassadorettes 
Miller Bros & Loi 
G Bernard Dancers 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 


Miami Grove 


Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 

Tom Chales 

Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breen 
Charles Homer 
Georgine Stevens 
Arthur Martel 


Rio Casino 


George Harris Ore 
Benny Drohan 
Helen Carrol 
Fritzi Scheff 
Harold & Lawlor 
Adrienne Parker 
Buster Keim Rev 
(Garden Lounge) 


Mai & F Dearborn 
Seven Seas 
Estrellita 


LaRoche & Reina 
Buccaneers 
7 Seas Hawaiians O 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Artini & Consuelo 


Ada Gonzales Trio 
Dorothy Deering 
Doris Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 


Tamara Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Artini & Consuelo 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Tic-Toe 
Lionel Hampton O 
Joe Neviles Ore 
l'urants 
Howard Fuller & Sis 
Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Coralli 
Hotel Hollenden 
Peter Higgins 
Marianne 
Vicki Nevada 
Bill McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Orc 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Orc 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Cats & Fiddle 
Ray Raysor 
Sue Sanders 
Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Blaine, Elaine Bond 
Franc Reynolds 


Manny Landers Orc} 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Joey Bishop 
Roberta 

Evelyn Scott 
Hal Hall 
Hollie LaVelle 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 
Billie Holiday 
Bob Parrish 
Congo Ore 
Earl Dancer 
Anise & Aland 
Paul, Slim & Eddie 
Honi Coles 
Calloway Dance (6) 
Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Denny McCurtin 
Phil & Yvonne 
Mackie & Paul 
Rancheros Ore 
Irving Spector 


Grand Terrace 


Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 








Haymarket 
June Eldridge Mac McGraw Ore 
Carlotta & Meyers Royale 
Rose Thurston Everett West 
Leo Gasca Sibyl Bowan 
Brucetta 


Phelps & Cullenbine 
Charmettes Orc 


Hund's 
Sun Val Serenaders 


Lendon Chop House 
Marion Stanfield 


Prof Backwards 
M Faber Gis 
Aylene Mason 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 

Statler Hotel 
Pancho Or 


Connie Barleau Saks 
sone Bvorhart Ruloff, Morgan & L 
tuby Ore ; 

a Harvey Stone 

Club Mayfair Jack O'Neil 
Marty Joyce Pauline Parks Gls 
Carol Crane Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen leonard Seei Ore 
Dorothy Gerron San Diego 


Phil Olsen Ore 
Mickey’s 


Billy Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The. Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 


La Temple CH Arvin 

Ray Vincent Al Alexander Ore 

Delores Lamont Stevadora 

Mickeyettes , _ 2 

Joe Banket Ore Sone p Be see 

Nebiolo's Eddy Shepherd 

Fay & Andre Jack Thomas Ure 

Johnny Policy The Tropics 

ae Merritt Lamb Ore 
em awkins j 

Leonard See! Ore Carl Beng 
Northwood Inn Kelso & Shirley 

Dale Rhodes Vicki Leider 

Theresa Rudolph June Wren 

Don Amato Jack Nelson Ore 


Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 


Rafael de Lao Ore 
Jack London 


Palm Beach 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Reom) 
Herman Fine 

Wonder Bar 
Madelon Baker 
Manue! Lopez Ore 


Pat Patterson Sammy Dibert Ore 

The Storms 509 Club 

Gardner Gis Dale Rhodes 

Monnie Drake Di Giovanni 

Don Pablo Ore Good & Goody 
Penobscot Club Dottie Ard 

Patricia Willis Jean Moore 

Diane Dale Joy & Juanita 


Pamela Britton 
Guy Welch Ore 


Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 











Priorities-Fairs 


Continued from page 1 





have ruled out machines, farm im- 
plements, etc. and lack of railroad 


facilities prevents movement of 
cattle. 

Outdoor Congress, combination of 
carnivals, circuses, concessionaires 


and outdoor attraction bookers, is 
worried over lack of attendance at 
State Fairs, lack of appropriations 
from various states for Fairs, con- 
fiscation of flat-cars and death of 
cheap labor. 

Showmen’s League of America, 
composed of members from these 
two organizations, met for tne spring 
dinner and dance. 

Carl Sedlmyer was elected presi- 
dent of the OSC. 





Army Cancels All Calif. Fairs 
Hollywood, March 10. 

Military stress on the West Coast 
caused the shutdown of the Cali- 
fornia State Fair at Sacramento and 
all the other fairs in the war zone, 
including the National Orange Show 
at San Bernardino, highest spot in 
the citrus fruit industry, and the 
Pomona Exposition, generally con- 
ceded to be the world’s greatest 
county fair. 

Governor Olson turned over the 
lease on the State Fair grounds to 
Lieut. Gen. John L. DeWitt, who de- 
clared the territory an integral part 
of the defense program, not to be 
used for amusement purposes. 
Other fairgrounds have cancelled 
their autumn shows under the regu- 
lations restricting large crowds in 
the defense zone. 

Rules caused financial grief to a 


number of carnival and other out- 
door show people who had been fig- 
uring on two fat weeks in Sacra- 


mento and other profitable time at 
the various county fairs. 











Band Bookings 


Continued from page 40 


Waycross, Ga.; 22, Frazier’s Park, 
Auburn, Ga.; 23, Aud., Macon; 24, 
Palmetto Park, Augusta; 25, Memo- 
rial Aud., Raleigh, N. C. 




















Bobby Byrne, 13, City Aud., Ports- 
| mouth, Va.; 14, Princeton U., Prince- 
15, Ritz B, Bridgeport, | 


ton, N. J.; 
Conn. 

Cab Calloway, March 20, Ohio U.., 
Athens; 21, Indiana U., Bloomington; 
23, Grestone B., Detroit; 25, Aud., 
Columbus, O.; 27-April 2, Colonial 
theatre, Dayton, O. 

Will Osberne, March 20-21, U. of 
Missouri, Columbia; 24, Orpheum 
theatre, Marion, I1.; 25, Illinois thea- 
tre, Jacksonville, Ill.; 26, State thea- 
tre, Logansport, Ind.; 18, Coliseum, 
Evansville Ind.; 29, New Moon thea- 
tre, Logansport, Ind.; 28, Coliseum, 
atre, Kokomo; 2-22, Brunswick hotel, 
Boston. 

Charlie Spivak, March 27-28, VPI, 
Blacksburg, Va.; 29, Keith-Albee 
theatre, Huntington, W. Va.; 31, East 
Carolina Teacher’s C., Greenville, 
S. C.; April 2-8, Hipp theatre, Balto. 

McFarland Twins, March 21 ,Wal- 
dorf hotel, New York; 22, Ritz B., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Bob Strong; March 14, Inter-Fra- 
ternity Ball, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison (Wis.). 


f 
Huck’s Redford inn 


»|months ago lambasting the 
| tionist Clark Senate 











} 








ured, could probably take PM out 
of the red and ptt it on a paying 
basis. His columi« is variously es- 


timated by circulation experts as be- 
ing good for the sale of from 100,000 
to 200,000 papers 'aily in New York. 
PM. now has around 120,000 circula- 
tion and needs 200,000 to break even. 
Chicago Sun Syndicate might han- 
dle the column even if Winchell 
decided to remain in the Mirror in 
New York.) 


A Posy for Lyons 

Columnist declared he wouldn’t 
consider the Post unless guaranteed 
that its present Broadway para- 
grapher, Leonard Lyons, would not 
/-be removed. Winchell recalled that 
he invented ‘The Lyons Den’ slug 
which heads the column and is per- 
sonally fond of ‘the kid’ because he 
is the single such writer who does 
not try to ape Winchell. 


He has had numerous discussions 
over the years with Capt. Joseph 
Medill Patterson, publisher of the 
New York News, Winchell said, and 
was very interested in going with 
that paper after Hearst teletyped 
editors: ‘Watch Winchell, ke’s get- 
ting dangerous and careless.’ How- 
ever, Capt. Patterson’s reported kill- 
ing of an Ed Sullivan column a few 
isola- 
investigation 
|into anti-Nazi films, Winchell said, 
tipped him off that the News was 
not the place for him, 

He'll definitely refuse to renew 
with King features when his con- 
tract expires next Nov. 14, he said, 
if the Washington Times-Herald is 
still on the client list for the column 
at that time. If that’s the only way 
for him to get rid of the T-H, he'll 
take it, he asserted. T-H pact with 
KFS runs until 1945 and Winchell 
said he sees no way for the syndi- 
cate to get out of it, although it has 
promised to try. He pointed out that 
when KFS comics were sold to the 
Washington Post some years ago, 
when the contract with the T-H was 
about to expire, Mrs. Patterson 
brought suit and won. 





Pearson and Allen’s Gripe 


Winchell has been feuding with 
Mrs. Patterson because of orders 
which led to the ‘On Broadway’ 
column being heavily slashed, hid- 
den among the classified ads, and, 
for a while, being used only three 
days a week. Drew Pearson and 
Robert S. Allen have complained of 
similar treatment to their ‘Washing- 
ton Merry-Go-Round’ (United Fea- 
tures) and, at the expiration of its 
contract on Aug. 6, it will go to Eu- 
gene Meyer’s Post. Winchell would 
also like to be in the Post, he said. 
He claims Mrs. Patterson obiects to 
his attacks on pro-Axis personali- 
ties. 

Another reason for wishing to 
shake loose from Mrs. Patterson, 
Winchell said, is an alleged personal 
remark she made about him. She | 
also demanded that ‘you stop trying | 
to mold public opinion, with your | 
(blankety blank) showmanship. And | 
stop looking for Nazis under the | 
bed.’ 
retorted. 
expressed the wish, he said, that he 
be sent to active Naval duty on a 
| destroyer which would then be sunk. 

Following criticism in Congress of 
| his part-time duty without pay as a 
| lieutenant-commander in Navy pub- 
lic relations, Winchell went to 
Washington last week to renew his 





he was told by his admiral: 


‘Go on home and continue to do 
what you have been doing for the 
| time being.’ 

Aside from his column, Winchell 
| had been working night and day for 
| weeks on last night’s show at Madi- 
son Square Garden for the Navy 

Relief Fund. Fund, through his 
| efforts, will receive more than $135,- 
000 from the show and contributions, 


In his battle with Mrs. Patterson, 
Winchell attempted to take a paid 
ad in the tab Washingon News last 
week to state his side. Paper ac- 
cepted it and then refused to print 
it, however. It read: 


‘Attention Mr. and Mrs. Washing- 
ton, D. C. A certain Washington 
newspaper, whose initials are the 
Washington T-H, omits considerable 
material from the column I write for 
King Features Syndicate. The omis- 
sions are usually about certain so- 
called Americans, pro-Nazis and 
| pro-Japs. And so it is suggested 
| that if you want to read the drivel 
as it appears originally, please pur- 
chase the New York Daily Mirror. 





| Winchell-Cissy Patterson 


Continued from page 3 
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for which I expressly waste paper 
and printers ink. 

‘Your New York Correspondent 

‘Walter Winchell.’ 

‘On Broadway’ appears in about 
200 daily and Sunday papers. In- 
cluding weeklies serviced with the 
column in boiler plate form by Wes- 
tern Newspaper Union, it appears 
in 855 papers. 


On-the-Upbeat 


——_—~ ontinued from page 


Zimmerman in Joe Ferrente’s chair, 
and Johnny Carroll, from Ruby 
Newman, supplanting Neil Hefti, 
who will confine himself solely to 
arranging for Barnet together with 
Bob Burnett, who also dropped 
trumpeting. Cliff Leeman returned 
to the band, replacing a series of 
seven drummers. 














Guy Landis and his Jolly Friars 
in the Victorian Room at the Hill- 
crest Hotel, Toledo. 


Harold Mooney gave ‘up piano 
playing with Bob Allen to devote full 
time to arranging. Replaced by Frank 
Cowen, formerly with Artie Shaw. 





Bobby Burns, road manager with 
Charlie Spivak and before that with 
Tommy Dorsey, readying affairs for 
Army induction. 


Larry Thornton, former singer 
-nd for past two wears manager of 
Dreamworld, nitery in Scituate, 
Mass., has joined the Navy. 


Tommy Carlyn returned to Sky 
Vue, Pittsburgh. Adding Bette 
Smiley, WCAE songstress, as vocal- 
ist. 


Buddy Shiffman, alto sax, to 
Benny Goodman from Frankie Mas- 
ters. Bruce Russell replaces with 
Masters, 





The Almanacs (7) have been signed 
for Decca recordings. They're cur- 
rently on the ‘This Is War’ pro- 
gram. 


Marion Francis left Mickey Al- 
pert’s band to rejoin her former boss, 
Frankie Masters, as vocalist. 

Ina Ray Hutton received bad news 
from Eddie Zandy’s draft board 
while at Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, 
last week. Zandy’s her trumpet ace. 





Howdy Baum band into Merry-Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, for two weeks, 
succeeding Gary Lee outfit. 


Herbie Kay orch opened two-week 
engagement at Bill Green's, Pitts- 
burgh, Monday (9), replacing Clyde 
Knight outfit. 





‘And finding them,’ Winchell | 
Mrs. Patterson also widely ' 





cffer to accept active duty. He said | 





Georgie Auld took out license to 
wed Mary Tullis, Earl Carroll Vani- 
ties’ looker in New York, last week. 














Mary Boland Walks 


_—_-_--— (‘ontinued from page fi) 


Boland walked due to ‘illness.’ Miss 
Anglin went to Chicago, Tuesday 
(10), but may not enter the cast un- 
til Monday (16), when the show 
reaches Boston. 

Before ‘The Rivals’ left the Shu- 
bert, N. Y., after a curtailed en- 
gagement, Guild office asked Miss 
Boland about going on tour. She 
was told that the show would other- 
wise close and she replied that she 
did not want to be responsible for 
putting the other players out of jobs. 
Her change of mind so soon after the 
show left N. Y. was therefore a jolt 
to the Guild. 

Longest suspension handed out by 





| Equity was to the late Jeanne Eagels, 
| whose over-indulgence in champagne 





forced ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ to 
close in Milwaukee in 1927. She was 
barred from legit engagements for 18 
months, but could appear elsewhere. 
Miss Eagels died in 1929. 


Coast Versions Differ 
Hollywood, March 10. 

Story given cut by Henry Rogers, 
press agent for Mary Boland, that 
the actress was coming here to make 
a picture brought a fast denial by 
Sam Jaffe, her agent. He admitted 
he’s working on a deal at Warners 
for the actress, but that it would not 
be effective until she recovered from 
her illness. 

Rogers declined to elaborate on his 
statement that it was his understand- 
ing she left the show to resume her 
nicture work 








Wednesday, March 11, 1942 
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